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LETTER    LXXXIV. 

Rome,  Dec.  17,  1791* 

I  Know  not  a  fituation  more  deledably 
embarraffing,  than  that  in  which  I  now 
find  myfelf.  Such  is  the  vaft  extent  of  this 
city,  whofe  walls  defcribe  a  circumference  of 
near  feventeen  miles;  and  fo  numerous  are 
the  relics  which  yet  cover,  in  various  and 
divided  heaps,  this  ground  facred  to  tradi- 
tion, that  it  is  at  once  a  work  of  time  and 
addrefs  to  beftow  a  fhare  of  attention  on 
thofe  which  moft  merit  feleclion.  Though 
I  have  explored  the  city  with  patient  affi- 
duity  for  more  than  twelve  days  pad,  I  ap- 
pear fcarcely  to  have  made  a  beginning. 
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The  Capitol,  as  firft  in  hiftorical  import- 
ance, was  firft  in  the  lift  of  my  enquiries. 
The  afcent  to  the  Campidoglio,  the  name  it 
now  bears,  does  not  difgrace  the  memory  of 
its  original  magnificence.  To  the  left,  ftands 
the  church  of  Araceli,  elevated  above  a  flight 
of  marble  fteps,  once  attached  to  the  Temple 
of  Quirinus  ; — to  the  right,  the  abrupt  and 
disfigured  ruins  of  the  Tarpeian  Rock.  The 
palace  of  the  Senator  in  front,  the  public 
buildings  on  the  right  and  left  wing,  and 
the  equeftrian  monument  of  Marcus  Aure- 
lius  in  the  centre,  compofe  a  groupe,  which 
would  not  be  thought  wanting  in  dignity, 
could  it  be  abftradted  from  the  recolle&ion 
of  the  glories  that  are  paft.  .  It  was  no  or- 
dinary pleafure  which  poflefled  me,  while  I 
trod  over  this  area  upon  which  once  refted 
the  Capitol.  "  Heavens!  faid  I,  and  am  I 
"  now  treading  the  foil  which  once  fupported 
"  the  throne  of  univerfal  empire  ?  Where  are 
cc  the  Temples,  and  the  Forums,  the  edifices 
"  facred  to  religion,  to  polity,  and  to  arms, 

"  which 
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"  which  covered  this  hallowed  ground  ? 
"  Where  are  thofe  altars,  before  which  vows 
"  of  peace  and  hoftility  were  made  ?  Where 
"  are  thofe  monuments  erected  by  the  fpoils 
"  of  war,  and  adorned  with  the  trophies  of 
<c  victorious  leaders?  Alas !  they  are  crumbled 
"  into  fhapelefs  ruins  !" 

It  would  require  a  volume  to  enumerate 
the  treafures  preferved  in  the  Mufeum  and 
different  repofitories  of  the  modern  Capitol. 
They  confift  of  ftatues,  baffo  relievos,  fepul- 
chral  monuments,  deities  Roman  and  Egyp- 
tian ;  works  equally  valuable  for  their  ex- 
quifite  execution,  as  the  age  they  bear*  The 
celebrated  ftatue  of  the  dying  Gladiator,  is  a 
production  worthy  of  all  its  fame  ;  and  pof- 
feffes,  in  point  of  attitude  and  countenance, 
all  that  pathos  which  becomes  the  fallen  and 
languifhing  combatant.  A  very  mafterly 
groupe,  reprefenting  a  Lion  feizing  upon  a 
Horfe,  and  four  baflb  relievos,  relating  to 
the  hiftory  of  Marcus  Aurelius,  are  admi- 
rable productions.    It  appears  extraordinary 

B  2  that 


4  LETTER    LXXXIV. 

that  fo  many  Temples  could  ever  have  exift- 
ed  upon  a  fpot  fo  confined  as  the  Capitoline 
hill.  Certain,  however,  it  is,  that  very  con- 
siderable changes  have  taken  place  in  the 
form  of  this  Hill,  as  the  reduced  altitude  of 
the  Tarpeian  Rock  fufficiently  demonftrates. 
The  old  materials  have  fo  filled  up  the  val- 
lies,  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  afcertain,  ex- 
cept upon  maps,  the  precife  limits  of  the 
antient  divifions. 

It  is  by  a  very  mean  and  ruinous  track 
that  the  defcent  is  made  from  the  Capitol  to 
the  antient  Forum,  now  known  by  the  name 
of  Campo  Vaccino.     It  is  humiliating  to  fee 
what  reverfes  have  here  befallen  the  proudeft 
atchievements  of  art.     The  Roman  Forum 
exifts  no  more.    Its  Arches  are  funk,  and  its 
Temples  dernolifhed  :  yet  noble  veftiges  ia 
each  ftill  commemorate  their  pad  exigence. 
Columns  furviving  the  general  wreck  yet 
totter  on  their  bafes,  and  point  to  the  travel- 
ler's  eye    where  flood  the  facred  edifices 
erected  to  Concord  and  to  Jove.     It  is  im- 

i  poffible 
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poffible  not  to  feel  indignant,  in  pairing 
among  thefe  fublime  remains,  at  the  barba- 
rous neglect  of  the  modern  Romans ;  who 
fuffer  piles  of  rubbifli  to  embarrafs  and  de- 
form the  mod  precious  relics  of  antient 
architecture.  Deformed,  however,  and  em- 
barraffed  as  they  are,  by  the  wade  of  time 
and  the  indolence  of  their  pofTeflbrs,  they 
fhew  traces  of  art  and  magnificence,  at 
which  the  mind,  intent  upon  modern  com- 
parisons, is  filled  with  aftonifhment. 

The  ignoble  ufes  to  which  this  Forum  is 
now  converted,  and  the  little  refpecl:  which 
its  monuments  or  its  hiftory  feem  to  pre- 
ferve,  act  ftrongly  upon  thofe  feelings  which 
arife  out  of  claflical  enthufiafm.  I  confefs, 
when  I  faw  the  drover  and  the  vagabond 
occupy  that  ground  which  was  formerly 
pofleffed  by  gods  and  heroes,— when  I 
faw  the  Temples,  once  confecrated  to  reli-> 
gion  and  to  eloquence,  become  haunts  for 
beggars  and  flails  for  cattle;  I  could  not 
fupprefs   the   figh   of  indignation.     Who, 
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that  has  read  the  ftory  of  antient  Rome, 
would  refufe  a  tear  to  her  infulted 
ruins  ? 


LETTER    LXXXV. 

^THE  moft  celebrated  monuments,  which 
now  exift  as  obje&s  of  the  traveller's 
curiofity,  are,  next  to  thofe  glanced  at  in  my 
laft, — the  Temple  of  Peace,  the  Palace  of 
the  Caefars,  and  the  Arch  of  Titus.  The 
firft  of  thefe  exifts  in  a  fublime  range  of 
ruined  arches,  from  the  roofs  of  which  fhoot 
up  fome  yet  undeftroyed  mafTes — 'the  only 
remains  of  the  fecond  ftory.  This  Temple, 
built  by  Vefpafian,  upon  the  termination  of 
the  Jewifh  war,  was,  agreeably  to  every  tef- 
timony,  an  edifice  of  the  moft  fuperlative 
beauty  and  grandeur.  A  column  which 
now  ftands  in  one  of  the  modern  fquares, 
affords  a  fpecimen  of  its  tafte  and  magnifi- 
cence* 
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cence.  Its  ruins  are  noble.  The  majefty 
of  Rome  hovers  over  its  broken  arches,  and 
time  has  given  them,  by  a  loofe  and  gro- 
tefque  vegetation,  a  finifh,  which  fcarcely 
allows  one  to  regret  that  they  ever  funk 
into  decay. 

Oppofite  to  thefe — but  little  difcoverable 
in  this  fituation — ftand  the  remains  of  the 
Imperial  Palace,  covering  the  Palatine 
Mount ;  and  exhibiting,  when  viewed  from 
the  fcite  of  the  antient  Circus  Maximus,  a  very 
majeure  and  impreffivepi&ure.  Ihavevifited 
the  vaults  and  fubterraneous  paffages  ftill 
exifting  ;  but,  vapour  and  damp  out  of  the 
queftion,  one  glimpfe  of  the  ruins  them- 
felves  outweighs  all  that  I  faw  within.  It 
is  not  difficult,  from  a  furvey  of  what  yet  re- 
mains, to  fee  how  great  and  extenfive  this 
refidence  ojf  imperial  luxury  muft  in  its 
zenith  have  been. 

The  Arch  of  Titus  is  one  of  thofe  monu- 
ments in  which  the  valour  of  the  Romans 
is  more  confpicuous  than  their  humanity. 

B  4  %  It 
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It  ftands  at  the  foot  of  the  Palatine  Mount, 
at  the  point  of  egrefs  from  the  Campo  Vao 
cino,  and  covers  the  road  once  known  as 
the  Sacred  Way.  It  is,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  a 
ruin  full  of  beauty ;  and  was  doubtlefs,  in  the 
sera  of  Roman  profperity,  a  monument  of 
great  tafte.  This  Arch,  we  are  told,  was 
raifed  by  a  decree  of  the  Senate  :  The  dif^' 
ferent  circumftances  fuppofed  to  have  oc- 
curred in  the  facking  of  the  Jewifti  metro- 
polis, are  exquifitely  expreffed  in  tablets  of 
relief.  It  is,  upon  the  whole,  an  edifice  of 
confummate  beauty,  though  already  confi- 
derably  injured,  and  falling  faft  into  decay. 
Fortunately  for  the  hero  whom  it  defigns  to 
commemorate,  he  has  a  memorial  in  the 
bofoms  of  thofe  with  whom  military  monu- 
ments would  find  little  refpe£fc.  The  Jews 
have  formed  a  path  round  one^of  its  fides, 
and  thus  evade  the  neceflity  which  they 
would  elfe  be  .under,  of  paffing  through  the 
Arch.  But  delicacy,  not  authority — as  has 
been  reported — has  efFeded  this;  and  the 

only 
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only  edi£t  they  obey  in  this  cafe,  is  that  of 
their  own  feelings — efcaping,  by  this  expe- 
dient, the  cruel  chagrin  of  beholding  this  in- 
fulting  memorial  of  the  pillage  of  their  city, 
and  the  deftru&ion  of  their  Temple. 

Bernardino  Baldi,  an  Italian  poet,  has  a 
fonnet  fo  clofely  conne&ed  with  this  fubje£t, 
that  I  cannot  refufe  myfelf  the  pleafure  of 
tranfcribing  it.  I  have  given  it  an  Englifh 
drefs ;  but  Italian  beauty  is  not  eafily  trans- 
fufed  into  Englifh  metre : 

Soletta  fiede  lachrimofa  e  mefta, 

Gran  madre  gia  di  facerdote  e  regi 

La  Giudea  vinta,  e  de'  paflati  pregi 
Memoria  alto  dolor  nel  fen  le  defta. 
Di  gemme  ed  oro  a  l'infelice  tefta 

Fan  cerchio  in  vece  orribili  difpregi ; 

Ed  in  luogo  ha  di  real  manto  e  fregi 
Servil  catena  e  lacerata  vefta. 
Da  barbarica  man,  d'empio  tiranno 

Di  Dio  gia  te  fottrafle  il  braccio  invitto, 

Ingrata  e  tu  del  fuo  figluiol  fai  fcempio  ? 
Pel  ciel  Tito,  flagello  al  mondo  fcritto, 

Moftra  in  quell'  arco  il  tuo  perpetuo  danno, 

friva  d'onor,  di  liberta,  de  tempio. 

Lone, 
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Lone,  tearful,  fad,  amidft  the  dreary  plain, 

Great  parent  erft  of  priefts  and  kings  renownM, 
Judea  vanquifh'd  fits — the  joys  which  crown'd, 

Her  happier  days  now  wake  regretful  pain. 

Grief  circles  round  that  brow,  and  rude  difdain, 
Which  once  the  gem-befpangled  chaplet  bound  ;• 
Nor  royal  robe  now  floating  fweeps  the  ground, 

But  tatter'd  veft  obfcene,  and  fervile  chain. 

From  barbarous  thrall,  and  grafp  of  tyrant  fell, 
Thee  eril  Jehovah's  arm  relentlefs  freed  •, 
And  doft  thou,  impious  !  flay  his  righteous  fon  ? 

Titus  ingrate  !  thy  fcourge,  by  Heaven  decreed, 
Shall  in  this  arch  thy*  fhame  eternal  tell, 
Spoird  by  his  arms  of  freedom,  temple  throne ! 
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vmong  the  ruins  of  the  modern  Forum 
is  the  magnificent  portico  of  a  Temple 
confecrated  to  Antoninus  and  Fauftina,  one 
third  of  which  is  funk  into  the  ground  ;  but 
the  vaft  marble  columns,  and  the  exquifite 

work- 
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workrnanfhip  of  the  remaining  frieze  and 
cornice  difcover  its  original  grandeur."  A 
temple  of  Romulus,  and  fome  infulated  co- 
lumns, are  alfo  among  thofe  which  are  held 
in  repute.  Upon  a  fpot  contiguous  to  the 
Arch  of  Titus,  St.  Peter  is  reported  to  have 
performed  a  notable  miracle.  Here  it  was, 
that  Simon  Magus,  by  the  force  of  his  for- 
ceries,  raifed  himfelf  into  the  air  ;  but  Peter 
fell  on  his  knees,  and  prayed  that  the  magi- 
cian might  be  inftaatly  ftruck  down  to  the 
earth,  which  happened  accordingly.  Upon 
this  fpot,  afcertained  with  the  greateft  accu- 
racy, the  church  of  Santa  Francefca  Ro* 
mana  was  built  many  ages  after;  and  the 
very  done  upon  which  the  Apoftle  knelt,  is 
(till  preferved.  It  is  incrufted  in  the  wall, 
and  inclofed  by  an  iron  grate  :  an  inscrip- 
tion records  the  hiftory. 

I  muft  now  take  you  under  the  Arch  of 
Titus,  in  order  that  we  may  contemplate 
the  mod  noble  remnant  of  antient  times,  in 
the  amphitheatre  of  Vefpafian.      Though 

Goths 
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Goths  and  priefts  have  raifed  in  turns,  and 
for  different  purpofes,  the  deftructive  axe 
againft  this  edifice, — it  ftill  continues  a  fub- 
lime  monument  of  antient  architecture,  and 
would  in  itfelf  fuflice  to  preferve  the  me- 
mory of  the  Roman  name.  It  was  upon 
his  return  from  the  Jewifh.  war,  that  Vefpa- 
fian  built  this  amphitheatre.  Twelve  hun- 
dred captive  Jews  are  faid  to  have  been  em- 
ployed in  this  prodigious  fervice.  The  par- 
ticulars of  this  remarkable  building  excite 
the  greater!  aftonifhment.  Enormous  but 
uncemented  mafles  of  ftone  are  in  its  form- 
ation adjufted  with  fo  great  fyrnmetry  and 
compadtnefs,  as  at  once  to  contribute  an  ap- 
parent lightnefs  and  a  real  folidity  to  the 
whole.  The  elevation  of  the  foil  has  buried 
much  of  its  bafe.  Four  orders  of  architec- 
ture in  its  perfect  ftate  rofe  above  each  other; 
and  the  magnificent  appearance  of  what  it 
once  was,  can  be  but  feebly  conjectured  from 
what  it  now  is.  Its  form  is  elliptical — its  cir- 
cumference two  thoufand  four  hundred  and 

fixteeu 


LETTER    LXXXYI.  13 

lixteen  feet,  and  it  is  efteemed  capable  of 
containing  a  hundred  thoufand  fpectators. 
The  interior  is  now  an  heap  of  ruins. 

A  friar,  upon  whom  I  Humbled   in  my 
walks  about  this  Colifseum,  affiled  me  in 
exploring  fome  of  the  more  extraordinary 
paffages.      My    aftonifhrnent   was   indeed 
great,  on  vifiting  the  upper  flories,  to  fee  the 
ftupendous  mafles  of  wall  and   roof  which 
have  yet  furvived.     But  my  conductor,  in- 
tent upon  religious  tradition,  began  to  re- 
count to  me  the  furprizing  miracles   per- 
formed here — the  edifice  being  now  entirely 
appropriated  to  religious  exercifes,  and  con- 
taining no  lefs  than  thirteen  chapels.     A 
certain  chriftian  Emperor,  as  the  friar  in- 
formed me,  though  he  knew  not  his  name, — 
made  a  vifit  to  Rome;  and  was,  by  the  Pope 
then  reigning,  conduced  to  the  Colifseum. 
On  quitting  the  place,  the  Imperial  gueft 
rcquefted  a  relic.     The  Pope  defired  him 
to  take  up  a  handful  of  dufi,  faying,  that 
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this  was  the  moft  precious  relic  he  could 
beftow.  <c  How,  faid  the  Emperor  in  amaze- 
"  ment; — this  is  but  dud!"  The  pontiff  then 
taking  the  duft  into  his  hand,  it  liquefied 
with  the  preffure  into  a  red  ftrearn :  "  This," 
faid  he,  "  is  the  blood  of  the  martyrs."  My 
conductor  affured  me  further,  that  the  archi- 
tect of  the  place  was  himfelf  among  the 
firft  who  fuffered  martyrdom  in  it ;  and  in 
confirmation  of  this  fact,  took  me  into  a 
chapel,  where  a  tablet  affixed  to  the  wall  did 
actually  record,  that  the  architect,  being  con- 
verted to  the  chriftian  faith,  was  himfelf 
expofed  to  the  wild  beads,  among  the  firft 
whofe  blood  was  fhed  within  the  walls  of 
this  theatre.  This  is,  upon  the  whole,  one 
of  the  grandeft  monuments  which  the  ima- 
gination can  paint.  Though  the  arm  of  the 
Goth  has  ftript  the  ornaments  of  bronze, 
time  has  dreffed  out  its  rugged  walls  with  a 
precious  foliage  :  and  although  the  Porto  di 
Ripetta,  the  Palace  of  St.  Mark,  Farnefe,  and 
5  others, 
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others,  have  beeA  clothed  with  its  fpoils,  it 
ftill  remains,  in  its  ftate  of  decay,  an  inde- 
ftruftible  monument  of  Roman  grandeur. 

It  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Coli- 
fxum,  and  upon  the  Via  Triumphalis,  that 
the  Arch  of  Conftantine  ftands.,  This  is  the 
moll  perfect  building  of  that  kind  which 
Rome  preferves.  But  here,  as  elfewhere, 
the  elevation  of  the  foil  has  cut  off  the  jufl 
proportions  of  the  ftrudure ;  and  caufed  it 
to  wear  an  appearance,  difadvantageous  to 
its  juft  character.  The  Portal  of  San  Gre- 
gorio — a  church  crowning  the  Celian  hill-4- 
affords  an  admirable  terrace  for  the  profpe£t 
of  Rome's  beft  remains.  Here  the  eye  takes 
in  a  groupe  of  objeds  at  once  numerous  and 
fublime ;  the  magnificent  Colifseum  ftretch- 
ing  upon  its  greateft  diameter  :  oppofed  to 
this,  the  lighter  cupolas  of  the  Temples  con- 
fecrated  to  the  Sun  and  Moon.  From  thefe, 
extending  over  the  Palatine  Hill,  the  roofs  of 
the  Imperial  Palaces — the  maffyArch  of  Con- 
ftantine, and  the  pi&urefque  ruins,  of  Aque- 
ducts, 
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du&s,  compofe  a  wonderful  fcene- — a  fcerie 
which  it  is  impoffible  to  view  without  ftrong 
and  lively  emotion. 

Confider  only  the  wars  of  the  Romans^ 
and  you  curfe  \Tiem  : — confider  their  go- 
vernment, and  you  defpife  them  :— their 
religion,  and  you  pity  them  : — but  look  at 
their  architectural  monuments, — difplaying 
all  the  majefty  of  genius, — and  you  muft,  in 
fpite  of  yourfelf,  admire  them.  For  my 
own  part,  I  can  fet  no  bounds  to  my  ecftafy, 
when  I  (land  amongft  their  ruins :  I  forget 
their  vices,  their  idolatry,  their  cruelty,  and 
exclaim, 

"  Surely,  furely,  thefe  were  famous  men  Vs 
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Rome,  Dec.  30,  1791. 

f-r-^HE  feflival  of  the  Nativity  is  a  very 
bufy  time  with  both  clergy  and  laity 
in  this  place.  On  the  Eve  of  Chriftmas,  all 
the  ftreets  of  Rome  were  in  extreme  confu- 
fion,  and  the  images  planted  in  different 
parts  of  the  city  were  faluted  with  loud  and 
frequent  invocations.  It  is  my  misfortune 
to  lodge  in  a  convent,  not  forty  yards  dis- 
tant from  one  of  thefe  Madonnas.  For 
many  nights  previous  to  the  Nativity,  Twas 
difturbed,  at  a  moft  unfeafonable  hour,  by 
very  noify  ehauntings,  intermingled  with 
foft  refponfes,  from  a  number  of  children, 
who  fupported,  as  I  learnt,  in  this  religious 
burletta,  the  chara&er  of  Angels. 

vol.  11.  c  High 
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High  mafs  was,  on  the  day  of  the  Nati- 
vity, performed  by  the  Pope  at  St.  Peter's, 
where,  on  this  occafion9  there  is  no  admit- 
tance but  in  full  drefs — for  his  Holinefs, 
though  (tiling  himfelf  the  "  Servant  of  Ser- 
vants," will  not  play  off  his  holiday  farces 
to  any  thing  but  bags  and  fwords.  In  the 
different  ftages  of  this  ceremonial,  the  atti- 
tudes of  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  were  as  ridi- 
culous and  varied  as  thofe  of  a  pofture- 
mafter.  They  placed  him  in  a  low  chair— 
ftripped  him  to  his  flannel  waiftcoat,  and 
feemed  difpofed  to  fhew  him  every  indig- 
nity. This,  as  I  imagined, — for  it  was  pan- 
tomime throughout,— was  to  pidture  to  us 
the  humility  of  the  Saviour.  They  did  not, 
however,  fuffer  him  to  continue  long  in  this 
Hate  of  degradation.  He  was  foon  reftored 
to.his  former  fplendor;  and  paraded  before 
us,  as  we.  knelt,  difplaying  his  handfome 
leg  and  flipper,  with  much  apparent  fatisfac- 
tion.  I  happened  to  be  polled  in  an  avenue 
which  led  to  the  grand  altar,  and  therefore 

had 
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had  an  opportunity  of  obferving  clofely 
every  thing  which  was  conveyed  backwards 
and  forwards  by  the  numerous  priefts  who 
attended.  It  was  truly  ludicrous  to  fee  five 
or  fix  men  to  furplices,  carrying  with  great 
folemnity  as  many  difhes  of  dreffed  up  nap- 
kins, and  meeting  an  equal  number,  who 
were,  with  the  fame  religious  grimace,  carry- 
ing off  thofe  that  had  been  ufed* 

I  will  not  diffemble  the  wearinefs  I  felt 
at  the  length  of  thefe  ceremonies.  His  Ho- 
linefs  was,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  an  ad- 
mirable actor ;  but  the  Cardinals  did  not  fup- 
port  their  parts  with  fo  good  a  grace ;  and  a 
degree  of  coldnefs  and  indifferency  pervaded 
the  generality  of  the  fpectators — evidently 
portending  fome  great  approaching  change. 
Devotion  is  certainly  much  on  the  decline. 
Subjects  are  handled  in  general  converfatioa, 
which  have  little  alliance  with  credulity  and 
fubmifiion.  In  fnort,  the  pillars  of  papal 
tyranny  feem  loofening  apace;  and  its  ulti- 
mate fubverfion  is  an  event  which   cannot 

c  2  long 
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long  be  delayed.  In  the  prefent  fituation  of 
things,  the  energy  operating  from  within 
will  be  aflifted  by  a  powerful  'impetus  from 
without;  the  majefty  of  Papal  Rome  is  tm- 
queftionably  ai%d  irrevocably  doomed  to  faU^ 
and  great  will  be  the  fall  of  it. 
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Rome,  Jan.  4, 1792*5 

T7  very  day  increafes  my  aftonifhment  at 
the  numerous  remains  which  are  ftift 
extant  of  antient  Rome.  I  had  expected  to 
find  in  every  pile  of  ruins  u  a  rudis  indi- 
**  geftaque  moles/'— fome  rude  and  fhape- 
lefs  heap,  in  which  few  or  no  veftiges  of 
their  original  beauty  could  be  traced.  But 
the  treafures  of  this  city  are  not  of  that  cha- 
trader,  and  they  are  incalculable  in  number. 
I  am  every  day  travelling  to  fome  new  fcene* 
Baths,  Circufes,  Temples,  Theatres,  Aque- 
ducts, Tombs,  Obeliiks,  &c.  call  my  atten- 
tion 
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tk>n  on  every  fide,  and  fcarcely  allow  me 
to  beftow  a  moment's  regard  upon  the  mo- 
dern ornaments  of  this  auguft  city. 

Of  the  antient  Baths^  the  principal  re- 
mains are  thofe  of  Caracall%  Dioclefian,  and 
Titus.  Very  interefling  parts  of  each  are 
yet  inexiftence,  particularly  of  the  two  laft. 
Thofe  of  Dioclefian  covered  in  their  original 
ftate  an  immenfe  extent  of  ground,  diftindtly 
aicertainable  at  the  prefent  time  by  the  roofs 

and   fragments    of  its   walls.     One    of  its 

- 

chambers  is,  by  an  happy  exercife  of  art,  to 
which  the  modern  Romans  have  not  been 
univerfally  attentive,  converted  into  a  church 
of  great  tafte  and  beauty.  The  fubterra- 
neous  chambers  of  Titus's  Baths,  are  yet,  by 
the  affiftance  of  torches,  exhibited.  They 
are  preceded  by  feven  long  Corridores,  and 
the  number  of  them  is  faid  to  amount  to 
thirty-fix.  Some  ingenious  Arabefques  are 
Hill  difcernible  upon  the  walls.  The  fpot 
where  thefe  Baths  are  fituated,  was  not  a 
little   celebrated  in  ancient  times.     In  its 

C  3  vicinity, 
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vicinity,  befides  the  famous  Gardens  of 
Maecenas,  were  the  Houfes  of  Horace, 
Virgil,  and  Propertius. 

The  Circufes  of  greateft  fame  are  the  Cir- 
cus Maximus,  and  that  of  Caracalla.  But 
the  naked  areas  of  them  are  all  that  now 
remain.  Of  temples  I  have  fpoken  in  part, 
when  treading  over  the  ground  of  the 
Campo ■Vaccine  The  Pantheon,  defervedly 
placed  in  the  firft  rank,  is  a  building  of  the 
mod  exquiiite  beauty,  but  enclofed  in  a 
fituation  fo  extremely  confined,  that  all  the 
effecT:  of  its  fublime  fa9ade  is  deftroyed.  The 
magnitude  of  its  columns  and  the  fymmetry 
of  its  proportions,  give  it  a  character  beyond 
all  praife.  The  interior  has  been  fo  often 
defcanted  upon,  and  fo  critically  defcribed, 
that  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with  acquiefcing 
in  what  others  have  faid — as  two  opinions 
cannot  exift  in  relation  to  that,  which  com- 
bines in  one  perfect  example,  all  that  is  moft 
excellent  and  admirable  in  the  fcience  of 
architecture. 
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The  Theatre  of  Marcellus,  a  confiderable 
part  of  which  enters  into  one  of  the  modern 
ftreets,  and  fome  rude  remains  of  the  Mili- 
tary Theatre,  are,  next  to  the  Colifseum,  the 
mod  remarkable  in  this  department :  and 
the  various  arches  and  walls  which  once  ex- 
ifted  as  Aqueduds,  are  fome  of  the  moft 
ftupendous  ruins  in  the  catalogue  of  Roman 
remains.  Indeed  the  AqueduBs  and  Baths 
are  among  the  moft  furprifing  teftimonies  of 
that  grandeur  which  Rome  in  her  glory 
muft  have  poffefled.  All  that  this  people 
undertook  was  deemed  worthy  of  per- 
fection ;  and  trifles  the  leaft  fignificant  ac- 
quired a  dignity  in  their  hands.  Of  the 
Baths  of  Dioclefian  in  particular,  fo  vaft  is 
the  extent,  fo  fumptuous  the  ornaments,  fo 
commodious  the  apartments  appropriated 
for  ftudy,  for  exercife,  for  indolence  ;  fo  nu- 
merous the  Cabinets,  Libraries  and  Repofi- 
tories  of  the  fine  arts,  as  well  as  the  Sanctu- 
aries for  eafe  and  luxury ;  that  the  feelings 
are  rouzed  into  rapturous  admiration  at  thq 
difplay  of  fuch  amazing  magnificence. 

€  4 
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/npHE  Romans  were  very  flrift  pri  the  fuh-? 
je<ft  of  burials,  and  guarded  very  care- 
fully againft  the  interment  of  human  bodies 
within  the  walls  of  the  city.     Qn  fame  ex- 
traordinary occafions,  an  honor  of  this  kind 
was  granted,  but  it  was  cileerned  a  mark  of 
fmgular  diftinSion.      There  exifts  at  this 
day,  in  one  of  the  ftreets  conducting  to  the 
Capitol,  a  fepulchral  monument  incorporated 
in  the  walls  of  the  houfes  now  inhabited. 
From  that  portion  of  the  infcription  which 
yet  remains,  it  appears  that  Caius  Bibulus, 
JEdile,  was  the  man  to  whom  this  honor 
was  decreed;  and  that  the  fignal  fervices  he 
rendered  the  fta'e,  had  procured  him  this 
rare  and  unufual  teftimony  of  public  regard. 
It  is  upon  the'  highways,  and  the  differ- 
ent roads  which  iffue  from  the  gates  of  the 

city, 
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city,  that  the  antient  Tombs  are  found;  and 
there  are  yet  extant  fome  very  valuable  re- 
mains of  this  defcription.  Enclofed  in  a 
vineyard  is  a  fubterraneous  vault,  which,  by 
the  ailiitance  of  torches,  prefents  to  the  view 
a  range  of  infcriptipns  to  the  memory  of  the 
celebrated  family  of  the  Scipios.  It  imprefTed 
me  with  ientiments  of  high  veneration,  to 
defcerd  among  the  manes  of  Rome's  antient 
Heroes : 

"  Quis  te,  magneCato, taciturn;  aut te, Cofie, relinquat ? 
*'  Quis  Gracchi  genus?  aut  geminos,  duo  fulmina belli, 
*<  Scipiadas,  cladem  Libyas  ?"*& 

VlRG. 

Some  loofe  fragments  of  what  once  were 
columns,  fcatter  the  ground  under  which 
this  vault  pafTes ;  and  fhrubs  loaded  with 
lulcious  oranges,  over-hang  the  avenue 
which  opens  upon  that  fpot,  "  thus  facred 
"  by  their  relics  made." 

The  Capo  di  Bove,  as  it  is  now  called, 
and  anciently  the  Tomb  of  Metella,  is  a 

Monu- 
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Monument  of  unparalleled  beauty  in  its 
kind,  and  ftands  at  a  little  remove  from  the 
Appian  Way.  It  is  a  circular  building, 
raifed  upon  a  quadrangular  bafe.  By  a  fimi- 
larity  of  ftrudfcure  to  the  Colifseum,  the  ma- 
terials of  which  it  is  compofed  unite  without 
cement ;  and  refemble,  by  their  accuracy 
and  compactnefs,  a  folid  block  of  ftone, 
chifeled  into  its  prefent  form..  The  Pyramid 
of  Caius  Ceflius  is  another  fepulchral  mo- 
nument of  great  eftimation.  It  is  a  build- 
ing of  confiderable  height  and  magnitude, 
in  a  pyramidical  fornv,  compofed  of  marble 
in  its  exterior,  and  overlaid  with  ftucco  in 
the  interior — decorated  with  paintings  of 
vafes,  and  various  fymbols,  allufive  to  the 
office  of  Septemvir,  which  he  held.  This 
Monument  ftands  by  the  Oftian  gate,  in  3 
field,  part  of  which  is  appropriated  to  the 
interment  of  thofe  ftrangers  and  heretics, 
who,  dying  in  the  difbelief  of  what  they 
cannot  underftand,  are  not  held  worthy  of 
chriftUn  burial.    The  Caftel  St.  Angelo  was 

itfelf, 
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itfelf,  in  its  antient  ftate,  a  fepulchral  monu- 
ment, and  bore  the  name  of  Moles  Adri- 
an!— a  nnme  which  a  fingle  coup  (CceiU  with- 
out any  reference  to  tradition,  difcovers  it 
eminently  to  have  deferved. 

Of  the  Maufoleum  of  Auguftus,  the  mag- 
nificence may  be  conceived  from  a  fight  of 
the  bale,  and  the  defigns  given  from  the 
accounts  of  fucceflive  writers.  A  large  cir- 
cular mafs  of  wall,  with  pafiages  and  arches, 
is  all  that  now  exifts  of  this  edifice,  intended 
to  perpetuate  the  fame  of  a  man,  who  fought 
to  conceal  the  oppreffor  of  public  virtue,  in 
the  patron  of  the  arts.  But  Time,  the  great 
ally  of  Truth,  has  pierced  the  veil  which 
covered  his  real  character;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  venal  incenfe  of  the  Poets,  he 
hasjuftly  incurred  that  univerfal  indigna- 
tion and  hatred,  which  he  appears  to  have 
been  fo  eagerly  folicitous  to  avert. 


t  28  ] 
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^T7HEREVER  the  eye  turns,  the  full  in~ 
tereft  of  the  mind  accompanies  its  en- 
quiries. The  Fountain  of  Egeria,  whofe 
remains  are  ftill  extant,  throw  no  new  light 
upon  the  hiftory  of  Numa ;  yet;  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  view  fo  wild  and  grotefque  a  ruin, 
without  receiving  a  ftrong  impreffion  of 
fact  and  circumftance;  and  familiarizing  to 
the  mind  the  defigns  of  that  Legiflator, 
in  a  manner  which  no  tradition  or  recital 
can  effeft.  There  is  a  confiderable  degree 
of  romantic  beauty  in  what  has  furvived  of 
this  antient  cave.  It  is  over-arched  with  a 
wild  and  pi&orefque  mrubbery ;  and  the 
ground  is  ftrewed  with  the  fragments  of 
thofe  ftatues  facred  to  the  Mufes,  which 
once  adorned  its  niches. 

But 
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But  of  all  the  plclorefque  ruins  which 
Rome  poflefles,  thofe  of  the  Temple  of  Mi- 
nerva Medica  are  the  mod  delicious  and  en- 
chanting. In  its  perfect  ftate  this  Temple 
was  decagonal,  with  niches  in  each  of  its 
compartments,  and  covered  in  with  a  cupola. 
The  form  of  this  Temple  is  fufficiently  pre- 
ferved  in  its  ruins,  and  bears  the  marks  of 
the  mod  chafte  and  perfed  fymmetry.  The 
cupola  is  conftrudted  with  an  accuracy  and 
lightnefs,  to  which  I  have  yet  feen  no  pa- 
rallel. Part  is  indeed  fallen ;  yet  fo  delicate 
have  been  the  touches  of  decay,  that  all  its 
proportions  are  minutely  difcoverable.  Ve- 
getation has  healed  the  wounds  of  time,  and 
fcattered  a  luxuriant  verdure  over  its  totter- 
ing walls  and  mutilated  arches.  A  variegated 
foliage  depends  from  the  different  chafms 
of  the  edifice,  and  adorn  this  charming 
relic  of  antiquity  with  imperifhable  tints. 

I  have  made  no  mention  of  the  Temple 

of  Vefta,  of  Bacchus,  of  the  Arch  of  Janus, 

the  Forum  of  Nerva,  and  a  hundred  other 

7  fuch 
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fuch  monuments.     They  are  fubje&s  indeed 
of  admiration  and  ftudy,  and  though  in- 
clofed  for  the  mod  part  by  walls  and  houfes, 
they  have  beauties  which  no  circumflances 
of  difadvantage  have  been  able  to  deftroy. 
Such  indeed  is  the  negligence  and  ill  tafte  of 
thefe  degenerate  Romans,  that  the  column 
of  Trajan — the  firft  objed:  of  its  kind  in  the 
world — is  placed  in  a  mean  and  narrow 
fpot,  fcarcely  acceflible  for  the  filth  which 
is  fuffered  to  furround  it.     The  column  of 
Antoninus,   which   is   in  the  fecond  clafs, 
has  fortunately  a  more  favourable  pofition. 
It  is  made  a  central  ornament  to  a  fquare 
which  bears  its  name — and  is  one  of  the 
handfomeft  in  Rome.     Veftiges  of  the  an- 
tient  bridges,  and  particularly  thofe  of  the 
Pons  Sublicius,  are  difcernible  in  the  Tiber, 
when  its  waters  are  funk  a  little  below  their 
ordinary  level.     And  along  its  mores  arc 
yet  vifible,  the  remains  of  various  antient 
buildings. 

It 


LETTER    XC.  31 

It  is  among  thofe  pleafures  which  I  value 
moft,  to  ramble  along  the  banks  of-  this 
antient  ftream.  Doubtlefs  its  fands  are  im- 
menfely  rich,  and  were  it  not  for  the  appre- 
henfion  of  fome  peftilence  from  fo  large  a 
mafs  of  ftagnant  water,  the  Jews  would 
have  drawn  an  ample  profit  from  their  en- 
gagement to  cleanfe  the  channel  of  the 
Tiber,  for  the  chance  of  its  treafures.  But 
the  air  of  the  Campagna  is  fufficiently  in- 
fected already  by  noxious  exhalations,  and 
the  waters  of  this  river,  if  turned  into  the 
plains,  would  probably  generate  fo  great  a 
corruption  of  the  atmofphere,  as  would  not 
eafily  be  fubdued.  The  complexion  of  the 
Tiber  muft  have  undergone  fome  changes 
in  different  periods  of  its  hiflory.  The 
name  of  Albula,  which  it  once  bore,  has  far 
lefs  relation  to  its  real  afpect,  than  the 
"  Flavus  Tiberis,"  which  it  afterwards  ac- 
quired. The  yellow nefs  of  its  furface  is, 
indeed,  fcarcely  peculiar  to  the  Tiber.     It 

belongs 


£i  tETTER    xd 

belongs  in  a  degree  to  all  the  rivers  in  Italy* 
whofe  waters  are  uniformly  turbid. 

Independent  of  its  claffical  fame,  the  Tiber 
has  little  to  boaft.  It  makes,  before  its  ar- 
rival at  Rome,  a  courfe  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles*  rifing  among  the  Appermines  iii 
Tufcany,  and  receiving  on  its  way  the  tri- 
bute of  forty-two  dreams,  till  it  falls  into 
the  fea  at  the  diftance  of  eighteen  miles 
from  Rome.  Rivers,  it  fhould  feem,  par- 
take of  the  chances  which  their  cities  expe- 
rience. Rome  had  her  reign  ;  and  fate 
allows  no  perpetuity  to  the  fuperiority  of 
dates.  Britain,  once  her  vaflal,  looks  down 
with  proud  contempt  upon  her  ruins : — 

™  And  Tiber's  gods  now  bend  to  thofe  of  Thames/* 
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Pwome,  Jan.  6,  1792, 

^t~*he  political  convulfions  of  fo  large  a 
portion  of  the  Catholic  empire  as 
France  are  not  idly  regarded  here.  Inde- 
pendent of  that  blow  which  St.  Peter's  fuc- 
ceflbr  has  experienced  in  the  fouth,  by  the 
lofs  of  his  hereditary  dominions,  the  general 
apoftacy  of  the  country  from  the  papal 
faith,  and  all  its  probable  confequences,  are 
faid  to  excite  ferious  commotions  in  the 
breaft  of  the  Pontiff. 

In  the  commencement  of  that  revolution 
which  has  changed  fo  completely  the  afpedt 
of  France,  fteps  of  precaution  were  deemed 
neceffary  in  the  ecclefiaftical  dominions. 
The  fpirit  of  change  was  thought  epidemi- 
cal by  the  Holy  Father,  and  the  priefls  were 
ordered  to  double  their  diligence.     Mafles 

vox*  11.  B  were 


34  LETTER    XCI. 

were  multiplied  ;  proceffions  were  more 
frequently  repeated,  and  all  the  fymbols  of 
impofing  fuperftition  were  brought  out,  to 
retain  the  allegiance  of  a  credulous  multi- 
tude to  the  word  government  and  the  mod 
corrupt  faith  in  Chriftendom.  It  fhould 
indeed  liave  appeared  unneceffary,  and  even 
impoffible,  to  augment  the  fervices  of  devo- 
tion in  a  city  like  Rome*  The  ordinaries 
engage  fo  large  a  portion  of  the  day,  that  I 
am  at  a  lofs  to  know  where  the  extraordi- 
naries  would  find  a  place. 

For  fome  days  after  my  arrival,  I  could 
not  command  the  fervices  of  any  manufac- 
turer— days  of  devotion,  fafts,  and  festivals, 
crouded  fo  thick  upon  them,  that  the  plan 
of  their  labours  fuffered  a  moft  fatal  inter- 
ruption. The  conception  of  the  Virgin, 
which  fell  in  the  firft  week  of  my  refidence 
here,  was  a  day  of  great  and  folemn  pro- 
ceffion — monks,  friars,  priefts  of  every  or- 
der and  fraternity,  from  the  portly  Bene- 
dictine to  the  ghaftly  brother  of  St.  Francis, 

8  paraded 
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paraded  the  ftreets.  Lighted  tapers  and 
prodigious  crucifixes  were  the  ornaments 
they  bore,  and  the  ftreets  refounded  with 
their  anthems  and  chaunts.  In  this  fuite 
was  that  poor  and  miferable  fliadow  of 
Rome's  antient  authority,  the  Senator \ 
mounted  upon  his  palfrey,  and  trailed  be- 
hind this  groupe  of  religious  a&ors.  It  was 
new  to  me,  and  I  gazed  at  it  with  that  de- 
gree of  curiofity,  which,  making  allowance 
for  fome  portion  of  indignation,  is  not 
wholly  without  its  pleafures*  But  how 
thofe  who  found  no  novelty,  could  find  any 
delight  in  fuch  a  pantomime,  was  a  myftery 
which  nothing  can  account  for,  but  the 
wretched  credulity  of  the  human  mind 
when  kept  from  the  means  of  knowledge* 
To  the  plebeian  croud,  this  grotefque  pro- 
ceffion  communicated  an  involuntary  im- 
pulfe;  convulfed  their  countenances,  threw 
them  on  their  knees,  and  feemed  to  "  bring 
"  all  Heaven  before  their  eyes." 
... 
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The  churches,  which  approach  very 
Nearly  the  number  of  four  hundred,  are 
rarely  without  fome  worfhippers:  1  have 
vifited  them  at  all  hours/  and  been  gene- 
rally obliged  to  mix  with  pilgrims  and  de- 
votees, in  order  to  obtain  a  fight  of  their 
altars.  The  ftreets  are  lined  with  chapels, 
crucifixes,  and  altars :  "  black,  white,  and 
m  grey;  cowls,  hoods,  and  habits,"  with  their 
wearers,  fill  every  avenue  of  the  city.  Reli- 
gion is  the  ftaple  commodity  of  the  place — 
"  indulgences,  difpenfes,  pardons,"  are  the 
only  articles  of  commerce  which  have  any 
repute  at  Rome;  and  to  judge  from  the 
liveries  of  the  cardinals,  who  are  undoubt- 
edly the  principal  merchants,  this  has  not 
yet  ceafed  to  be,  malgre  the  ridicule  of  half 
Europe,  a  lucrative  traffic.  Indeed,  the 
clergy  are  fo  interwoven  in  every  condition 
of  the  fUte ;  they  are  either  nobles,  or  related 
to  nobles,  and  their  houfehold  contains  fo 
many  plebeian  dependants,  that  if  you 
take  the  church  as  a  body,  and  add  to  it 
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fome  few  fcores  of  artifts,  maccaroni- dealers, 
lacqueys,  and  beggars,  (the  laft  of  which 
are  in  a  very  great  proportion,)  you  will 
have  the  fum  of  the  population  of  Rome, 
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Rome,  Jan.  10,  1792* 

TOLD  you  in  my  laft,  that  his  Holinefs, 
as  not  among  the  leaft  interefted,  was 
not  among  the  leaft  difturbed  at  the  changes 
ia  the  civil^and,ecclefiaftical  fyftems  which 
France  has  adopted*  The  proje&ed  efcape 
of  Louis  XVI.  was  therefore  an  event  of  no 
fmall  moment  to  the  court  of  Rome ;  and 
from  the  very  early  intelligence,  which  this 
and  other  courts  received,  of  this  fuppofed 
fuccefsful  expedition,  it  fhould  feern  to  have 
been  a  meafure  concerted  in  very  high 
,  coyncil$.     The  Pontiff  is  faid  to  have  fur- 
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rendered  himfelf,  upon  the  firft  intelligence 
of  his  Majefty's  efcape,  to  the  tranfports  of 
joy  which  he  could  not  but  feel.  He  pen- 
ned a  brief  expreffive  of  his  congratulations, 
and  difpatched  upon  this  fervice,  to  the  raoft 
Chriftian  King,  a  nuntio  extraordinary.  As 
this  curiofity  may  not  yet  have  fallen  into 
your  hands,  I  will  give  .you  fome  extracts 
expreffive  of  the  Pontiff's  joy ;  vouching 
however,  no  further  for  the  authenticity  of 
the  whole,  than  i  am  borne  out  by  general 
opinion,  and  by  the  internal  evidence  it 
bears. 

After  declaring  with  what  joy  himfelf, 
the  Cardinal  de  Bernis,  the  royal  aunts, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Rome,  received  the 
intelligence  of  his  Majefty's  efcape  from  the 
hands  of  the  outrageous  and  inhuman 
Parifians,  whofe  barbarities  -had  fo  much 
difturbed  his  Holinefs's  quiet,  he  proceeds : 

"  Nunc  Vero  hsec  omnia  tanto  folantur 
<c  magis,  quod  hoc  ipfo  egreflu  tub  perci- 
*'  piamus,  qui  tuus  Temper  animus  fuerit 
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erga  religionem,  atque  ecclefiam,  ac  erga 
egregios  illos  pene  omnes  Galliarum  an- 
tiftites,  quibus  fumma  eft,  vel  per  exilia 
difperfis,  in  fide,  omnique  virtute  conftan- 
tia.  Quid  jam  dicemus  de  immenfo  bo- 
norum  virorum  numero,  de  profuga  prse- 
clara  ilia  nobilitate  in  te  refpiciente,  pro 
teque  capita  fua  devovente  ?  Horum  om- 
nium te  in  libertatem  vindicato,  teque 
fuo  recepto  rege  cumulantur  in  nos  gau- 
dia ;  eorumque  de  te  vota,  fpefque  maxima 
in  nos  nunc  ipfos  redundant." 
"  Thefe  our  anxieties  are  the  more  com- 
pletely relieved,  inafmuch  as  we  perceive 
in  your  departure,  a  proof  of  that  affec- 
tion you  have  ever  born  to  religion,  the 
church,  and  its  dignified  prelates,  who, 
though  difperfed  and  exiled,  ftill  maintain 
a  conftancy  in  faith  and  virtue.  Need 
we  mention  the  illuftrious  nobles,  thofe 
numerous  and  worthy  characters  whofe 
eyes  are  fixed  upon  you,  and  who  are 
ready  to  ferve  you  with  the  facrifice  of 
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"  their  lives?  The  joys  they  feel  at  the 
"  liberation  and  recovery  of  their  monarch 
iC  are  ardently  fhared  by  us  :  the  vows  they 
"  breathe,  the  hopes  they  nourifh,  are  our 
"  own." 

The  Holy  Father  then  adds,  how  fervent 
his  thanks  have  been  to  the  Deity;  and  he 
concludes  by  the  following  prayer,  to  which 
is  annexed  the  apoftolic  falutation  ; — "  Im- 
"  ploramus  tibi  proraptum,  pacificum,  glo- 
*c  riofum  in  regnum  reditum,  receptam  ad  te 
<c  priflinam  poteflatem  tuam,  redu&as  leges, 
u  juraque  omnia  reftituta.  Te  illuc  religia 
"  deducat,  cum  ampliffimo  praefulum  in  fuas 
"  fedes  redeuntium  comitatu  :  tecum  ilia 
C€  regnet  in  populos,  quorum  jam  contu- 
"  maciamlicentiamquefregerit;  volentefque 
"  animos  ad  mores,  ad  pietatem,  ad  officia, 
v  revocant,"  &c. 

<f  We  pray  for  ypur  fpeedy,  peaceful,  and 
"  glorious  return  to  the  kingdom  of  your 
"  anceftors  ;  a  recovery  of  your  antient  au-» 
t&  thorityj  are-eftablifhmentof  the  laws  and 
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"  rights  of  all.— There  mayreligion  conduct 
$i  you,  efcorted  by  the  goodly  company  of 
returning  pi  elites:  may  this  affift  you,  by 
fubduing  revolt  and  licentioufnefs,  to  bring 
"  back  the  minds  of  your  fubjedts  to  piety, 
*6  good  morals,  and  allegiance,"  &c. 

I  could  not  refufe  myfelf  the  pleafure  of 
putting  thefe,  which  are  the  moft  emphatic 
parts  of  the  Pontiff's  brief,  into  an  Englifh 
drefs.  In  what  manner  the  counterpart  of 
this  tranfa£tion  operated  upon  his  feelings, 
and  I  might  add— if  fuch  a  thing  can  refide 
in  the  breaft  of  a  Pope — his  pride,  the  ex- 
tracts will  enable  you  to  conclude. — You 
will  alfo  perceive,  if  you  had  not  already 
conjectured  it,  that  the  Pontiff's  demands  go 
to  the  full  reftitution  of  the  antient  autho- 
rity, civil  and  ecclefiaftical ;  fo  that  th<3 
National  Aflembly  and  the  holy  conclave 
are  not  likely  foon  to  agree. 
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^pHE  Farnefe,  the  Borghefe,  the  Barberini, 
the  Rufpigliofi,  the  Spada,  are  account- 
ed among  the  principal ,  palaces  in  this 
wonderful  metropolis,  and  moft  abounding 
In  works  of  antient  and  modern  art.  I  can- 
not avoid  particularizing,  among  thofe  fuh- 
Je&s  from  which  I  have  received  the  moft 
pleafure,  the  four  Evangelifts  by  Guido. 
Thefe  claimed  the  more  attention,  as  fimilar 
portraits  by  Guercino,  have  ralready  been 
critically  noticed  in  the  palace  Ricardi  at 
Florence.  Two  ftatues,  reprefenting  feve- 
rally  "  the  Sleeping  Faun,"  and  "  the  Sick 
"  Satyr,5'  were  diftinguifhed  by  the  extreme 
accuracy  of  their  expreffion>  and  delicacy  of 
execution.  "  The  Sick  Satyr"  would  make 
a  very  excellent  counterpart  to  "  the  Dan- 
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"  cing  Faun,"  in  the  Tribune  at  Florence. 
All  which  I  have  now  named,  are  in  the 
Barbarini  palace. 

The  famous  ftatue  of  Pompey,  at  the  feet 
of  which  Caefar  fell  by  the  hand  of  Brutus, 
is  a  coloffal  figure,  of  bold  and  manly  cha- 
racter ;  and  is  the  principal  treafure  which 
the  Palace  Spada  poffeffes.  The  Rulpigliofi 
derives  its  chief  reputation  from  that  incom- 
parable work  of  Guido,  reprefenting  "  the 
0  Aurora."  It  has  been  fo  often  engraved, 
that  a  tranfcript  of  its  beauties^ — fo  far  as 
frefcoes  can  be  copied  into  miniatures— is  in 
the  collection  of  every  one  who  is  at  all  an 
amateur  of  the  fine  arts.  The  compofition 
is  itfelf  sufficiently  poetical :  Apollo  feated  in 
his  flaming  car  ;  the  rofy- fingered  hours 
dancing  around  ;  Aurora  piercing  the  clouds 
before  his  courfers ;  and  Cupids  gently 
"  fcattering  the  rear  of  darknefs  thin,"  are 
images  which  the  mind  of  the  Poet  muft 
have  furnifhed  to  the  hand  of  the  Painter. 
Notwithstanding    the  criticifms  of  which 

this 
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this  painting  has  been  the  fubjedt,  it  is,  upon 
the  whole,  one  of  the  moft  charming  pro- 
ductions I  have  ever  feen. 

The  villas  are  fcarcely  lefs  numerous  than 
the  palaces,  and  they  are  for  the  moft  part 
repofitories  of  all  that  is  valuable  in  the  fine 
arts.  The  villa  Albani  is  a  paragon  of  mag- 
nificence, virtue  and  good  tafte.  The  villa 
Medicis  was  once  of  great  chara&er,  but 
the  gallery  at  Florence  has  been  enriched  at 
its  expence,  and  it  is  now  falling  faft  into 
decay.  The  Borghefe  is  a  fpecimen  of  ad- 
mirable tafte,  as  well  in  the  diftribution  of 
its  grounds,  as  in  the  treafures  of  its  cabinets. 
There  is  in  one  of  its  faloons,  a  baflb  relievo, 
reprefenting  Curtius  precipitating  himfelf 
into  the  gulph,  which  is  a  moft  mafterly 
work  of  the  kind, — though  the  countenance 
is  perhaps  rather  expreffive  of  the  defpair* 
ing  lover,  than  of  the  hero  and  patriot.  It 
is  in  this  collection  that  the?  famous  ftatue 
of  "  David  flinging  the  Stone,"  by  Ber- 
nini, is  found.      The  chara&er  of  David 
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was  never  more  grofsly  conceived  ;  but  as  a 
"  flinger,"  the  ftatue  has  merit.  When  I 
entered  the  room,  in  the  centre  of  which  it 
ftands,  I  ftarted,  and  feemed  to  feel  an  emo- 
tion of  alarm  and  apprehenfion  refpe&ing 
the  ifliie  of  the  throw.  Of  the  far-famed 
fighting  Gladiator,  it  may  be  faid,  that  it  is 
one  of  thofe  prodigies  of  art,  which  defy 
criticifm,  and  ftretch  beyond  the  line  of  pa- 
negyric. The  figure  is  thrown  into  an 
attitude  moft  favourable  to  vigorous  attack, 
and  fecure  defence.  The  right  hand  is  pre- 
pared to  ftrike,  the  left  to  parry.  Nothing 
can  do  juftice  to  the  merit  of  this  ftatue,  but 
the  filent  contemplation  of  its  excellencies. 
Countenance  and  figure  exactly  harmonize ; 
and  the  full  energy  of  pofition  is  rendered, 
with  the  ftri&eft  obfervance  of  anatomical 
precifion.  This  ftatue  was  found  at  Antium, 
in  the  gardens  of  Nero  ;  and  is  no  lefs  in 
point  of  accuracy  than  effect,  ons  of  the 
moft  perfect  remains  of  Grecian  fculpture. 

But 
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But  my  difquifitions  upon  palaces  and 
villas,  paintings  and  ftatues,  have  run  be* 
yond  all  reafonable  limits.  It  is  difficult  to 
fupprefs  thofe  feelings  of  admiration,  which  a 
fucceffion  of  fuch  miracles  of  art  is  calculated 
to  excite.  I  am  enjoying  a  fort  of  para- 
difaical  virion,  not  lefs  enchanting  than  the 
vifion  of  Mirza;  and  you  may  expe£t,  that 
on  leaving  this  place  I  fhall  conclude  my 
narrative  with  faying,  in  the  words  of  the 
oriental  allegorift,  "And  I  awoke,  and  be- 
*c  hold  it  was  a  dream." 
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kHE  cathedral  of  St.  Peter  would  of  itfelf 
fuffice  to  elevate  this  metropolis  to  a 
diftingiiifhed  rank  among  the  cities  of  Eu- 
rope. The  ftreet  which  condu&s  to  it  from 
the  bridge  of  St.  Angelo,  is  one  of   the 
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meaneft  in  Rome  ;  but  the  open  area  before 
the  church  offers  the  moft  magnificent  fpec- 
tacle  that  the  eye  can  take  in.  Two  femi- 
circular — -or  femi-eliptical  ranges  of  co- 
lumns, feverally  compofed  of  four  rows, 
from  the  right  and  left  wing.  Two  foun- 
tains of  uncommon  beauty  play  on  each 
fide ;  and  in  the  centre  ftands  an  Egyptian 
obelilk,  the.  only  one  in  Rome  which  has 
efcaped  entire  from  the  ravages  of  time. 

The  facade  of  St.  Peter  is  rich,  and  ftupend- 
oufly  ornamented  ;  but  the  component  parts 
are  perhaps  too  numerous.  The  eye  looks 
in  vain  for  bold  and  prominent  parts.  The 
interior  is  all  that  wealth,  tafte,  and  fuper- 
ftition  can  contribute,  to  create  fublimity 
and  beauty.  Altars,  walls,  and  floor  are 
overlaid  with  marbles  of  every  grain  and 
colour.  One  hundred  and  twelve  lamps  of 
filver,  continually  light  up  that  hallowed 
altar,  beneath  which  is  imagined  to  repofe 
the  mortal  part  of  St.  Peter.  And  the  fpi- 
ral   columns   which   fupport    the   canopy, 
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confift  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  thoufand 
pounds  weight  of  bronze — the  whole  of 
which  was  taken  from  the  portico  of  the 
antient  Pantheon.  This  circumftance  may 
in  itfelf  fuffice  to  exprefs,  what  muft  have 
been  the  wealth  and  magnificence  of  that 
Temple,  confecrated  to  all  the  gods. 

The  afcent  of  the  ball  and  crofs  is  very 
commodious,  paffing  between  the  exterior 
and  interior  cupola.  Arrived  at  the  fummit 
of  the  cupola,  the  ball  is  entered  by  a  ladder ; 
and  will,  by  computation,  contain  fixteen 
perfons.  As  the  extent  of  curiofity  is  not 
readily  afcertained,  a  fecond  ladder  is  affixed 
to  the  exterior  of  the  crofs,  for  the  accom* 
xnodation  of  thofe  who  are  difpofed  to 
ftretch  to  its  extreme  length  the  chord  of 
fafety.  Of  the  Vatican  it  is  impoffible  to  be 
filent,  and  difficult  to  fpeak.  The  chapel  of 
Sixtus,  the  Clementine  Mufseum,  the  paint- 
ed Corridores,  the  immenfe  Library,  are 
feverally  fuch  as  might  well  conftitute  the 
fubjeft  of  a  volume.     The  Mufaeum  is  daily 
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receiving  improvement.  A  large  bath  of 
porphyry  is  among  the  additions  which 
Pius  VI.,  who  is  a  great  patron  of  the  arts, 
is  making  to  this  noble  collection  of  an- 
tiques. It  may  give  you  fome  idea  of  the 
fuperiority  of  the  artifts  of  Rome's  better 
days,  to  be  told,  that  this  fubftance,  which 
in  the  vafes  and  baths  of  the  antients  re- 
ceived fo  high  a  polifli,  will  fcarcely  yield 
to  any  inftrument  of  modern  temper ;  and 
though  numbers  are  employed  to  reilore  in 
this  bath  the  beauty  which  time  has  im- 
paired, the  procefs  is  attended  with  great 
difficulty  and  expence. 

Of  the  Apollo,  the  Laocoon,  the  Antinous, 
&c.  it  is  now  too  late  to  indulge  in  amplifi- 
cation:  genius  and  criticifm  have  united  in 
their  admiration :  the  fculptor,  the  painter, 
and  the  poet,  have-  tranfcribed  them  into 
models,  defign%-  and  defcriptions,  and  the 
warmeft  breathings  of  enthufiafm  could  find 
no  term,  but  what  has  been  already  employ- 
ed in  their  praife.     The  countenance  and 

vol.  iK*  e  prefence 
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prefence  of  the  Apollo  is,  in  my  judgment, 
a  better  expofition  of  what  the  antients  in- 
tended by  the  term  Numeric  than  all  that  the 
lucubrations  of  the  learned  have  offered. 
The  countenance  of  Laocoon  has  been 
thought  too  little  expreffive  of  anxiety  for 
his  children.  But  the  artift  copied  nature 
and  Virgil,  in  making  the  feelings  of  the 
parefnt  fubordinate  to  the  agonies  of  the 
man : 

"  Ille"  fitaul  manibus  tendit  divellere  nodos, 

"  Perfufus  fanie  vitas  atroque  veneno  ; 

M  Clamores  fimul  horrendos  ad  fidera  tollit. 

JEx.  Lib.  2. 

The  Laft  Judgment,  of  Michael  Angelo, 
and  the  School  of  Athens,  by  Raphael,  are 
ftudies  upon  which  the  mind  is  more  de- 
lighted to  fix,  than  to  expatiate.  The  plans 
which  Ganganelli  formed,  Pius  VI.  has 
profecuted  with  much  taftc,  and  at  a  vaft 
expence.  Such  is  the  fuperlative  excellence 
of  this  repofitory  of  the  fine  arts,  that  how- 
ever 
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ever  devoutly  the  fall  of  the  fpiritual  Baby- 
lon is  to  be  wiflied,  one  cannot  help  pro- 
nouncing of  this  emanation  of  its  grandeur, 
"  Efto  perpetuum!" 


.• 
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/-t^he  church  of  St.  John  de  Lateran,  next 
to  St.  Peter's,  is  that  to  which  the  ad- 
miration of  the  traveller  and  the  devotion 
of  the  pilgrim  are  principally  directed*  It 
is  indifputably  a  Temple  of  great  beauty 
and  magnificence.  The  interior  of  this 
church  is  divided  into  five  fpacious  aifles, 
the  central  being  adorned  with  coloflal 
flatues  of  the  twelve  Apoftles  ;  and  the  fe- 
veral  altars  and  chapels  abound  in  orna- 
ments of  great  value  and  tafte.  Rich  as 
this  church  is  in  gold  and  filver,  it  is  richer 
.{till  in  precious  relics.     They  have  the  ge- 
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nuine  heads  of  St.  Peter  $nd  St.  Paul ;  they 
have  the  pillar  on  which  the  cock  crew, 
when  the  former  denied  his  mafter  ;  and 
many  other  things  no  lefs  eftimable  in  the 
view  of  the  believing  and  devout  catholic. 

Appendages  to  this  Bafilifk,  are  the  Bap- 
tiftery  of  Conftantine,  in  which  yet  ftands, 
if  tradition  lie  net — the  very  bafon  of  por- 
phyry in  which  that  prince  received  his 
baptifm  from  the  hands  of  Silvefter.  I  could 
not  help  remarking,  that  over  one  of  the 
chapels  an  infcription  declared  it  to  be  a 
fancluary  of  the  greatcli  purity,  and  forbad 
the  entrance  of  women.  There  is  alfo 
affixed  to  an  antient  wall,  a  fpecies  of  altar, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Triclinium.  What 
renders  this  of  importance  is,  the  irrefragable 
proof  it  contains  of  the  juft  authority  of  the 
papal  Chair  over  the  States  and  Sovereigns 
of  Chriftendom.  This  is  no  other  than 
an  antient  mofaic,  reprefenting  the  Coro- 
nation of  Charlemagne,  by  Leo  III.  who, 
in  the  ad  of  giving  him  the  crown,  widoubt- 

edly 
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tdly  transferred  to  that  famous  monarch  the 
empire  of  the  Weft.  Notwithstanding  the 
idle  cavils  of  heretics,  this  is  regarded  as  an 
unequivocal  and  unconditional  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  pontifical  right,  and  a 
complete  refutation  of  the  impious  reafon- 
ings  of  thofe  who  prefume  to  controvert  the 
claims  of  the  Succeffor  of  St.  Peter. 

There  is,  befides,  immediately  adjoining 
to  the  church,  a  curiofity  deemed  infinitely 
precious —  I  mean  the  Scala  Santa.  Twenty* 
eight  fteps  of  marble,  which  once  conducted 
to  Pontius  Pilate's  houfe,  and  which  were, 
by  that  great  importrefs  of  religious  relics, 
Helen,  mother  of  Conftantine,    conveyed 
hither  from  Jerufalem,  now  form  a  Theatre  for 
the  mod  ridiculous  farce  that  ever  aflumed 
a  religious  name.     It  is  imagined,  that  to 
afcend  thofe  fteps  with  true  devotion  will 
infallibly  bring  down  bleffings  from  Heaven 
upon  the  head  of  the  climber.    As  the  flairs 
are  toofacred  to  admit  of  •contact  with  the 
feet,   the   afcent    is   made,  by  a  fpecies  oF 

e  3  motion, 
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motion,  which  has  no  name  in  language* 
The  variety  of  perfons  of  all  ages,  fexes, 
and  conditions,  reforting  hither,  is  aftonifh- 
ing.  The  altar  to  which  it  condu&s,  con- 
tains an  image  of  our  Saviour,  begun  by 
St,  Luke  and  finiihed  by  an  Angel.  The 
virtue  which  arifes  from  an  union  of  this 
portrait  with  the  marble  ftair-cafe,  is  con* 
Ceived  to  be  more  efficacious,  than  any  thing 
of  the  fame  clafs,  the  holy  faoufe  of  Loretto 
not  excepted, 

Indeed,  there  are  fo  many  mechanical 
ways  of  compofing  the  confcience  at  Ro#me, 
that  I  am  at  no  lofs  to  account  for  the  pro- 
fligacy which  abounds  on  the  one  part,  and 
from  the  religious  artifice  and  induftry  prac- 
tifed  on  the  other.  Various  tablets  in  the 
churches,  and  even  in  the  public  ways,  an- 
nounce the  promife  of  pardon  for  many 
days,  upon  afjmple  repetition  of  fome  well- 
known  prayen  The  name  of  the  Pope 
who  has  made  fuch  bequeft,  is  ufually  affix-* 
ed,  with  a§  much  formality,  as  though  the 

£  pardon 
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pardon  of  fins  were  a  fpecies  of  real  eftate, 
and  could  be  willed  and  bequeathed  in 
facula  feculorum.  I  am  confident  that  the 
aggregate  of  pardons,  which  a  diligent  wor- 
(hipper  might  collect  in  a  week  from  the 
different  grants  of  the  Popes  and  Prelates, 
would  extend  beyond  the  ordinary  neceffi- 
ties  of  purgatorial  purification. 
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/Tp  h  E  church  of  Santa  Maria  Maggiore,  fol«- 

lows  the  Lateran  in  rank.   Riches  and 

ornaments  are  lavifhed  in  profufion  upo$ 

this  edifice.     Oriental  diafper,  agate,  and  all 

imaginable, decorations,  are  the  trappings  of 

its  altars.     Among  the  important  relics  pre* 

ferved  here,  is  the  Culla  Sacra,  or  identical 

Cradle  ufed  in  the  infancy  of  our  Saviour. 

This  Is  elevated  among  the  ceremonies  of 
mi 

E  4  the 
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the  Chriftmas  Eve.  The  priefehood  are 
very  unwilling  to  allow  a  near  view  of  thefe 
precious  depoiits.  Upon  preffing  the  guide 
to  grant  me  a  fight  of  it,  "  Cofpetto !"  ex- 
claimed he,  "  fi  moftra  foltanto  ai  re  ;"  u  e, 
u  It  is  only  {hewn  to  kings." 

The    church   of  San   Paolo,   out  of  the 
walls,  is  the  fourth  and  Jaft  of  thefe  facred 
edifices  which  have  the  Porta  San£ta,  and 
hold  the  firft  rank  in  the  lift  of  Chriftian 
Temples  ;  and  I  have  no  where  feen  a  build- 
ing which  better  deferves  the  attention  of 
the  curious.     No  lefs  than  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  vaft  columns  of  precious    marble  ' 
fupport   the  roof  of  this  church.     Thefe, 
diftributed  into  four  ranks,  divide  the  area 
of  the  church  into  five  majeftic  aides.     Of 
thefe  columns,  twenty-four  are  of  a  choice 
fpecies  of  marble,  called  Pavonazzetto,  of  a 
fingle   block  each,    in  the  manner  of  the 
antient  artifis.     The  reft  are  either  of  Parian 
marble,  porphyry,   &c.     The  arch  which 
terminates  the  aifle,  refts  upon  ten  of  the 

largeft 
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largeft  granite  columns.  In  one  of  the 
chapels,  a  Crucifix  is  erected,  very  famous  in 
the  records  of  the  church,  for  having  once 
harangued  St.  Bridget.  The  lordly  Bene- 
dictines, to  whom  this  church  and  mona- 
ftery  belong,  have  amaffed  immenfe  riches 
by  thefe  impudent  frauds,  One  is  aftonifhed 
that  the  thunderbolts  of  Heaven  delay  their 
vengeance.  Under  the  great  altar  of  this 
church,  the  body  of  St.  Paul  is  faid  to  be 
depofited ;  though  St.  John  de  Lateran  has 
the  head  of  this  Apcfile,  and  St.  Sebaftian 
his  afhes.  Pretenfions  like  thefe  are  not 
eafily  reconcilable.  Upon  the  road  which 
conduits  to  this  church  from  the  gate,  and 
antiently  known  as  the  Oftian  way,  little 
altars  pretend  to  affign  the  fpot  at  which  St. 
Paul  bade  St.  Peter  adieu,  when  going  to  be 
martyred ; — that  at  which  he  received  a 
bandeau,  to  .cover  his  eyes;  and  laftly,  that 
at  which  he  bowed  his  head  to  the  axe. 

Santa  Maria  della    Croce  is  another  of 
thofe    remarkable    churches,    whofe   relics 

make 
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make  a  figure  in  the  fcrolls  of  fuperflition. 

Helen,  that  great  dealer  in  Jerufalem  toys, 

brought  over,  among  other  things,  the  real 

and  genuine  Crofs.  This  ihe  depofited  there. 

The  church  is  named  from  this  relic,  and 

the  fathers  of  the  monaftery,  who  feemed 

well  fed  and  lodged  for  their  fervices,  guard 

this  treafure  as  the  pledge  of  their  exiftence. 

It  is  not  to  be  kcn^  without  an  order  from  a 

Cardinal.     Under  the  church  of  St.  Sebaf- 

tian,  are  the  celebrated  Catacombs,  in  which 

the  early  chriftians  fought  fhelter  from  the 

barbarous  rage  of  their  perfecutors.     The 

Bernardine  who  attended  in  fhewing  thefe 

fubterraneous  paffages,  aflured  me,  that  he 

had  made  the  tour  of  them  about  a  year 

• 
ago.     Taking  flint   and   fteel,  and  a  fup- 

ply  of  provifions,  he  followed  their  va- 
rious windings,  which  occupied  many  days ; 
and  he  found  them  penetrate  fixty- three 
miles  under  ground.  Here  are  two  gilt 
urns,  containing  the  iinquejlionablc  afhes  of 
St.  Peter  and  St,  Paul 

There 
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There  are  three  churches  ccnfecrated  to 
St.  Peter,  hefides  the  grand  cathedral.  The 
firft  of  thefe  is  in  the  Forum — and  has  to 
fhew,  under  its  foundation,  the  cell  in  which 
St.  Peter  was  confined.  This  church  is 
called  St.  Pietro  in  Carcere.  The  fecond  of 
thefe,  is  San  Pietro  in  Montorio-^—a  church 
fituated  upon  the  antient  Janiculum.  This 
fpot  is  venerated  as  that  upon  which  the 
Apoftle  fufFered  martyrdom  ;  and  the  church 
owes  its  £xiftence  to  this  tradition.  Con- 
noifleurs  find  in  it  a  treafure  beyond  the 
merit  of  its  hiftory.  "  The  Transfiguration/* 
of  Raphael,  is  the  great  ornament  of  its 
altar.  I  have  pafled  many  hours  in  con- 
templating this  painting,  which,  with  the  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul  at  Bologna,  pafs  in  my 
judgment  for  two  of  the  beft  paintings  in 
Italy.  From  the  terrace  which  conne&s 
with  this  church,  one  obtains  a  moft  extent 
five  view  of  the  city. 

St.  Pietro  in  Vinculis  is  the  laft  of  thefe. 

This  church  is  founded  on  a  whimfical  tra- 

jrr  dition ; 
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dition  :  Eudofia,  wife  of  Valentinian  II. 
it  is  faid,  built  it  at  her  own  expence,  in 
order  to  prefer ve  the  chain  with  which 
Herod  had  hound  St.  Peter.  The  Pontiff*  of 
the  time  conceived  a  defire  of  meafuring  the 
chain  writh  that  which  had  bound  the  fame 
Apoftle  in  the  Marmertine  prifon;  when, 
lo !  on  the  experiment  being  made,  the 
chains  miracuiouily  united.  This  wonder- 
ful depofit  has  given  name  and  importance 
to  the  church.  Here  is  the  famous  ftatue 
of  Mofes,  efteemed  the  chef  d'oeuvre  of 
Michael  Angelo. 

If  I  could  perfuade  myfelf  that  you  were 
not  faturated  with  miracles,  I  could  call  in  a 
thoufand  others  to  my  affiftance — fuch  as  the 
church  of  Praffade,  in  which  I  have  been 
fhewn  the  identical  pillar  to  which  Chrift 
was  fattened,  in  order  to  be  fcourged  ; — that 
of  the  Sabina,  in  which  is  preferved  a  many 
flone  thrown  by  the  Devil  at  St.  Dominick — 
and  laflly,  wells  filled  with  the  blood  of 
martyrs,  and  efficacious  for  the  cure  of  di£- 
eafes  through  their  holy  interceffior^ 
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f-r^HERE  are  in  this  city  numerous  coffee- 
houfes.     I  frequently  pafs  an  hour  at 
the  clofe  of  the  evening  in  fome   one  of 
them,  and  hear  political  fubje&s  occafionally 
debated,  with  a  degree  of  freedom  and  pub- 
licity really  furprifing.     During  the  carni- 
val, thefe  caffe's  are  much  reforted  to,  after 
the  clofe  of  the  opera,  or  comedy,  by  all 
ranks  and  conditions  of  men.     I  have  fre- 
quently noticed  the  entrance  of  a  clufter  of 
the  meaneft  plebeians,  who  called  as  autho- 
ritatively as  their  betters,  for  their  cup  of 
coffee,  or  glafs  of  rofolio.     A  cup  of  coffee 
is  obtaiaed   for  a  baioccho,  i.  e.  an   half-, 
penny  Englifh;  and  I  have  had  pint  glafTes 
of  iced  lemonade  fcr  two  baiocchos  and  a 
half.     Rcafied  chefnuts,  which  are  a  very 

9  general 
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general  food  throughout  Italy,  are  univerfal. 
at  Rome.  Stalls  abound  in  every  part  of 
the  city,  at  which  chefnuts  and  macaroni 
fmoke  every  hour  of  the  day;  and  thefe  feem 
to  ferve  the  common  people  as  the  principal 
means  of  fubfiftence. 

The   Romans  appear  to  have  a  ftrong 
propenfity  for  ftage  diverfions.  This  is  very 
little  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  confider- 
ed,  that  Theatres  are  only  allowed  during 
the  carnival;  and  that  the  whole  of  the 
year,  that  {hort  period  excepted,  is  fpent  in 
the  gloomy  fervices  of  fuperftition,  occafion- 
ally  enlivened  by  fome  gaudy  proceflion, 
which,  while  it  forwards-  the  intereft  of  the 
priefthood,  ferves  as  a  raree-fhow  for  the 
people.     The  approach  of  the  opera  feafon 
is   anticipated   with  joy.      People   of  the 
meaneft  condition  will  expend  the  income 
of  a  week,  or  more,  upon  the  purchafe  of  a 
ticket  for  the  firft  night  of  the  reprefentation. 
The  great  Lords  ufually  treat  their  depend- 
ants with  tickets  on  this  occafion,  and  thefe 

are 
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are  fold  and  re-fold,  till  they  bear  a  very  high 
price.  A  very  ordinary  mechanic  affured 
me,  that  he  had  difpofed  of  his  ticket  for 
what  had  enabled  him  to  treat-  his  friends 
with  a  handfome  fupper. 

The  ferious  opera  is  grand ;  but  the  feverc 
edict  which  forbids,  throughout  the  ecclefi- 
aftical  ftates,  women  to  tread  the  ftage,  ren- 
ders the  comedy  infufferable.  The  comic 
opera,  or  buffo,  is  that  in  which  the  Roman 
talent  meft  difplays  itfelf.  Play  of  mufcle 
and  flexibility  of  voice  render  them  perfect: 
matters  in  colloquial  and  dramatic  fing-fong. 
Two  Virgins  diftra&ed  for  the  lofs  of  their 
lovers,  firft  enter  the  ftage,  and  tell  you  in 
plaintiff  treble,  how  the  Nightingale  fighs  if 
fhe  jofes  her  mate.  A  Valet  de  Chambre 
prefently  difcovers  himfelf,  and  utters  in  a 
bold  tenor,  the  miferies  of  him  who  cannot 
adiuft  the  curls  of  his  matter's  hair.  A 
Major-domo  now  takes  up  the  fong ;  and  in 
a  folemn  ftrain  of  bafs,  expreffes  the  afflic- 
tions refulting  from  the  non-fettlement  o£ 
acqounts.    This  done — all  at  once  ftrike  out 

in 
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in  a  quartetto,  moft  mufical,  mod  melan- 
choly. Such  are  the  ufual  combinations 
upon  the  Roman  ftage: 

Dramatic  finging,  at  lead  in  the  -line  of 
common  incidents,  approaches  not  in  any 
town  in  Italy  that  degree  of  perfe&ion 
which  it  has  attained  among  the  Romans. 
Nature  has  given  them  a  ftrong  portion  of 
genius  ;  and  though  the  bold  traits  of  their 
great  anceftors  are  nearly  effaced,  I  cannot 
look  upon  either  their  countenance,  or  their 
character,  without  concluding,  that  a  Roman 
is  fomething  more  than  an  Italian. 
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Rome,  Jan.  18,  1792. 

Tt  is  furprifing  to  fee  by  how  many  arts 
the  Romifh  priefthood  ftudy  to  amufe, 
and  to  profit  by  the  credulity  of  their  fol- 
lowers. The  feftival  of  St.  Antonio,  not 
the  Paduan  Antony,  the  patron  of  fifhes, 

but 
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but  Antony  the  protedlor  of  horfes,  mules, 
and  afles,  afforded  me  a  ftrong  proof  cf  the 
artifices  of  catholic  impofture.  This  cere- 
mony was  performed  in  a  public  fquare. 
A  prieft  in  furplice  flood  at  the  door  of  the 
church,  and  with  a  long  brufli,  dipped,  as 
often  as  occafion  required,  into  a  pail  full  of 
holy  water,  fcattered  this  un£tion  three  times 
upon  the  horfes,  as  they  entered  into  the 
court.  Here  all  the  equipages  of  the  nobi- 
lity, no  lefs  than  the  horfes  of  hire,  are 
driven,  decorated  with  ribands.  The  pried 
received  from  the  votaries  of  the  Saint,  large 
wax  candles,  money,  &c.  according  to  their 
choice  or  means ;  while  he  gave  them  in 
return,  a  fmall  print  of  the  Saint,  and  a  flight 
fprinkle  of  holy  water,  I  treated  the  cere- 
mony with  fome  degree  of  levity,  and  re- 
ceived a  rebuke  from  a  true  fon  of  the 
church  ;  who  told  me  of  many  fatal  acci- 
dents which  had  befallen  thofe  who  refufed 
to  have  their  horfes  carried  to  the  benedic- 
tion of  St.  Antony. 
vol.  ir.  f  The 
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The  church  of  the  Jefuits  alfo  offers  a 
fcene  of  barbarous  and  abfurd  fuperftition. 
Within  this  church,  the  fcourge  is  nightly 
ufed ;  and  I  have  it  from  a  catholic,  who, 
I  dare  venture  to  affirm,  has  been  of  the 
number,  that  multitudes  refort  to  the  pe- 
nance which  is  here  adminiftered.      The 
lights  are  extinguifhed,  and  the  penitents  of 
both  fexes  offer  their  bare  fhoulders  to  what- 
ever number  of  ftripes  their  fins  may  appear 
to  deferve.     I  have  more  than  once  refolved 
to  acquaint  myfelf  of  the  fa£k ;  but,  under- 
Handing  that  the  ftilletto  would  certainly 
difpatch  me,  were  I  found  thus  obtruding 
upon  their  folemn  myfteries,  I  have  con- 
cluded to  admit  the  hiftory  upon  the  credit 
of  my  reporter, 

I  frequently  encounter  in  my  evening 
walks,  funeral  proceffions,  attended  by 
mourners,  having  white  mafques  and  light- 
ed candles,  chaunting  with  hollow  tones 
their  Latin  dirge.  Whatever  be  the  hour 
of  the  day,  they  equally  bear  the  lighted 

candles. 
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candles.  A  gentleman  related  to  me,  that 
being  indifpofed  for  a  few  days,  he  was  fur- 
prifed  to  find  that  his  valet  had  lighted  up 
two  wax  candles  of  a  coftly  fize  during  his 
confinement,  in  order  to  propitiate  the  vir- 
gin Mary.  And  yet  in  the  midft  of  all  this, 
nothing  is  refifted  more  ftrongly  by  thefe 
ignorant  enthufiafts,  than  the  charge  of 
idolatry.  Obferving  a  concourfe  of  people 
the  other  day  about  a  fmall  church  fituated 
in  the  Piazza  Colonna,  I  enquired  the  mean- 
ing; and  was  told,  that  a  portrait  of  the  Virgin 
there  depofited,  had  lately  performed  a  great 
miracle.  The  Madonna  had,  it  feems,  quit- 
ted her  frame,  in  order  to  communicate  to  a 
Roman  lady  who  had  been  robbed,  fuch  in- 
formation as  led  to  the  fubfequent  difcovery 
of  the  parties,  and  recovery  of  the  property. 
This  report  getting  abroad,  had  given  great 
fame  to  the  picture  ;  and  the  devout  are 
now  crouding  to  the  church,  to  pay  it  their 
daily  homage^ 
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Rome,  Jan.  26,  1792; 

¥  paffion  for  claffical  ruins  has  lately 
been  gratified  in  a  very  high  degree, 
by  an  excurfion  to  Tivoli,  the  antient  Tibur 
of  the  Romans.  A  bridge  condu&ed  us 
over  the  Anio,  when  fcarcely  two  leagues 
from  the  gates  of  Rome.  At  little  more 
than  twice  that  diftance,  the  ftrong  exhala- 
tion from  the  Lago  della  Solfaterra  began  to 
aflail  us,  and  we  traverfed  on  foot  two  miles 
of  ground,  in  order  to  fee  thofe  ifole  natanti^ 
or  fwimming  iflands,  which  the  violent  fer- 
mentation of  this  fulphureous  matter  has 
detached  from  the  contiguous  foil. 

The  antients  annexed  great  virtues  to 
thefe  waters,  and  paid  them  a  fpecies  of 
worfhip.  The  cardinal  d'Efte  has  acted  a 
wifer  and  more  ufeful  part :   for  he  has  cut 

a  canal. 
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a  canal,  by  which  their  fuperabundant  wa- 
ters, once  productive  of  confiderable  mif«* 
chiefs,  are  now  conveyed  into  the  Teverone* 
The  foil  for  a  confiderable  way  round  is  en^ 
crufted  by  the  exhalations  which  arife  from 
this  ftagnant  pool;  and  leffer  lakes  are 
formed,  in  which  the  bituminous  matter  is 
in  conftant  agitation.  The  Lucan  bridge, 
which  we  next  parTed,  is  remarkable  for  a 
monument  to  the  memory  of  the  Plautiarx 
family.  As  the  day  was  but  two^thirds 
fpent,  we  parTed  the  remaining  hours  of 
clear  light  upon  our  arrival  at  Tivoli,  in 
viewing  the  elegant  remains  of  the  Sybils 
Temple.  Time,  wThich  has  preyed  upon  the 
building,  has  yet  left  it  a  femi-circular  range 
of  columns,  in  the  face  of  that  hill  whence 
it  is  generally  viewed.  The  verdure,  which 
in  fpring  and  autumn  crowns  this  Temple, 
was  not  yet  apparent,  but  the  lightnefs  of 
its  ftruclure,  the  fingularity  of  its  fituation, 
£nd  the  elegance  of  its  decay,  required  no 
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additional  circumftances  of  ornament  to  ren-» 
der  it  impreffive. 

A  very  intelligent  guide  conduced  us  the 
following  day  over  the  various  ruins  of  this 
romantic  fcene.     The  villas  of  Maecenas,  of 
Horace,    of  Varus,  Propertius,  &c.    once 
hung  upon  thefe  delightful  hills  ;  and  fome 
indiftind  fragments  of  the  three  firft  are  ftill 
in  exiftence.     Lucretilis  has  contended  with 
Tibur  for  the  villa  of  Horace,   and  very 
bloodlefs    battles    have  been   fought  upon 
paper  to  fettle  this  difputed  point.     For  my 
own  part,  when  I  entered  the  few  remaining 
chambers,  and  was  told  to    recognize  in 
thefe,  the  quondam  abode  of  the  lyric  bard, 
I  was  happy  to  find  the  tradition  encouraged 
by  thofe  emphatic  lines : 

—Ego  apis  matinse 
More  modoque 
Grata  carpentis  thyma  per  laborem 
Plurimum,  circa  nemus  uvidique 
Tiburis  ripas,  operofa  parvus 
Carmina  flngo. 

Wi^es 
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Wines  of  antient  celebrity  were  here  of- 
fered us,  and  we  gratefully  poured  out  a 
libation  to  his  manes.  A  Temple,  very  much 
upon  the  model  of  that  of  Minerva  Medica, 
yet  moftly  inferior  in  fize  and  beauty,  is 
alfo  among  the  elegant  ruins  at  Tivoli. 

But  the  celebrated  Fall  of  the  Anio  confti- 
tutes  the  chief  ornament  of  this  delightful 
fpot.  This  rapid  ftream  precipitates  here 
with  noble  violence  among  a  clufter  of 
rocks,  burfting  through  feveral  chafms  form- 
ed by  its  own  fury,  till  it  finds  a  level  bed, 
and  an  unobftrufted  channel.  It  was  a 
luxury  to  pafs  from  point  to  point,  in  order 
to  take  in  all  the  varieties  which  this  noble 
cafcade  prefents.  The  Anio,  at  the  fpot 
where  the  cafcade  commences,  is  inclofed 
between  two  mountains,  covered  with  fhrubs 
of  perpetual  verdure.  On  one  of  thefe 
ftands  the  little  town  of  Tivoli,  and  the 
charming  Temple  of  the  Tiburtine  Sybil. 
The  oppofite  mountain  is  that,  upon  the 
(loping  fides  of  which  ftand  the  ruins  of 
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thofe  villas  once  inhabited  by  the  Poets  5 
and  they  communicate,  by  means  of  bridges 
thrown  over  the  Anio.  The  river  rolling 
between  thefe  mountains,  broken  into  dif- 
ferent forms  and  attitudes,  tumbles  from 
precipice  to  precipice ;  till,  defcending  at 
length  to  the  vale  beneath,  it  recovers  its 
ufual  tone,  and  falls  without  a  murmur  into 
the  parent  ftream.  We  flood  and  faw,  amidft 
a  cloud  of  foam,  the  full  body  of  the  river, 
forcing  its  way  through  a  hollow  channel, 
with  great  force  and  magnificence.  There 
we  watched  its  branching  ftreamlets  falling 
befide  us,  and  fcooping  from  the  folid  rock 
paflages  that  refembled  the  effecls  of  art. 

The  Gardens  of  Efte,  the  Villa  of  Adrian, 
&c.  are  alfo  among  the  important  curiofities 
of  the  vicinity — the  firft  for  the  fantaftical 
diftribution  of  its  grounds,  but  more  for  the 
magnificent  profpects  which  are  feen  from 
its  terrace.  The  Villa  of  Adrian  is  a  vaft 
track  of  ruins,  meriting  an  attentive  exami- 
nation.    Labourers    are  ftill  employed    in 

turning 
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turning  up  this  foil  at  intervals,  and   the 
{peculation  is   found  to  anfwer  extremely 

well. 

We  accepted  the  propofal  made  by  our 
Cicerone,  of  conducting  us  to  the  Comedy. 
A  groflb,  1.  e.  three-pence,  was  the  price  of 
admittance  to  the  boxes.  The  exhibition 
was  truly  ridiculous,  The  main  part  of  the 
plot  was  a  trick  difplayed  by  Punchinello 
upon  a  great  Connoifleur.  A  Cavalier,  who 
was  in  love  with  his  daughter,  introduces 
himfelf  to  the  efteem  of  the  Connoifleur,  by 
telling  him,  that  he  has  in  his  pofleflion  a 
very  fine  ftatue.  The  Connoifleur  intreats 
the  favor  of  a  fight.  This  antique  ftatue— 
which  is  no  other  than  Punchinello  himfelf, 
accoutred  for  the  purpofe— is  at  length 
prefented  to  the  view  of  the  enraptured 
Connoifleur.  After  fome  ridiculous  circum- 
ftances  of  extacy  on  the  part  of  the  one,  and 
grimace,  of  the  other,  the  virtuofo  approaches 
to  handle  the  god.  Punchinello  fprings 
from  his  bafe,  and  beftows  upon  the  Con- 

noifleur 


74  LETTER    XCIX. 

noifleur  a  fevere  baftinadoing,  to  the  great 
pleafure  and  fatisfa&ion  of  the  audience, 
and  the  curtain  was  dropped  amidft  loud 
and  general  plaudits. 


LETTER    C. 

*-|-*he  Roman  jurifprudence  does  not  appear 
to  advantage  in  the  mode  of  admini- 
ftering  its  civil  punifhments.  Independent 
of  that  partiality  which  connives  at  a  mur- 
der, and  wreaks  its  vengeance  upon  a  fraud, 
what  wifdom  can  you  difcover  in  diflo- 
cating  the  limbs  of  a  felon,  and  then  fend- 
ing him  abroad  to  join  the  fraternity  of 
cripples  and  beggars?  In  performing  this 
barbarous  operation,  a  fignal  is  made,  and 
the  miferable  vi&im  is  dragged  up  by  a 
pulley  to  a  confiderable  height  in  the  air. 
This  is  repeated  three  times,  by  flackening 
and    drawing  the  cord   alternately ;    and 

that 
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that  with  more  or  lefs  violence,  according  to 
the  circumftances  of  the  cafe. 

The  ufe  of  the  ftilletto,  though  greatly 
difcontinued,  is  by  no  means  at  an  end.  It 
is  the  invariable  companion  of  the  common 
people;  and  the  meaneft  raggamuffin  in 
Rome  has  his  pack  of  cards  in  one  pocket, 
and  his  ftilletto  in  the  other.  Two-thirds 
of  the  afTaffinations  which  are  committed, 
are  fuppofed  to  take  their  rife  in  difputes  at 
play ;  and  the  knife  is  ever  at  hand  to  avenge 
a  quarrel.  Thofe  who  have  been  refident 
here  for  a  number  of  years,  report  very  un- 
favorably of  the  Roman  temper,  as  vin- 
dictive and  unforgiving.  I  have  heard,  that 
affaflinations  have  fometimes  amounted  to 
fixteen  in  a  day.  A  Painter  of  repute  here, 
fpeaks  from  recolle&ion  of  at  leaft  an  equal 
number.  He  himfelf,  as  he  relates  the  ftory, 
had  taken  a  pupil  from  a  Roman  family  ; 
and  chancing  fhortly  afterwards  to  mifs  his 
watch,  he  took  an  opportunity  of  intimating 
to  the  lad  his  fufpicions  that  he  was  th$ 

3  thief. 
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thief.  The  boy  denied  the  fad,  and  the 
matter  feemed  at  reft.  Some  time  after  this, 
the  Painter  being  at  his  bufinefs,  difcovered, 
on  accidentally  turning  round,  the  boy  with 
a  naked  poignard,  ready  to  flrike.  The  boy 
rufhed  from  the  room,  and  in  quitting. the 
houfe,  ftabbed  a  female  fervant,  whom  he 
fufpe£ted  to  have  been  the  informer,  and 
then  took  fhelter  in  fome  fan&uary.  The 
Painter  determined  to  profecute  to  the  laft 
extremity  fo  complete  a  villain.  The  wo- 
man, after  languifhing  for  fome  time,  reco- 
vered ;  and  the  profecutor,  finding  the  dif- 
ficulties of  bringing  the  offender  to  juftice 
daily  increafe,  and  being  threatened  with 
fome  fatal  vengeance  if  he  fhould  perfift, 
was  compelled  to  relinquifh  his  fuit,  and  the 
affaffin  now  walks  the  ftreets  with  impunity. 
I  have  myielf  feen  a  flagrant  inftance  of 
this  nature  upon  a  late  occafion,  in  one  of 
the  moft  public  quarters  of  the  city.  A  man, 
who  feemed  to  be  tranfported  with  rage, 
was  ftruggling  with  two  or  three,  who  found 
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great  difficulty  in  holding  him.     His  knife 
glittered   in  his  hand,  and   he  uied  every 
effort  and   expreffion  of  violence.     I  had 
fearcely  turned  into  the  Piazza  del  Popolo, 
when  I  faw  a  number  of  people  hurrying 
away  another,  armed  alfo  with  a  ftilietto, 
who  appeared  the  antagonist  of  the  former. 
This  laft  quickly  forced  his  way  from  his 
friends,  and  rufhed  into  the  houfe  occupied 
by  the  other,  where  in  all  probability  the 
mifchief  was  completed.      "What  furprifed 
me  moft  in  viewing  this  circumftance  was, 
that  though  happening  in  the  face  of  day,  it 
feemed  fearcely  to  engage  at  all  the  attention 
of  the  people  ;  who,  while  I  took  refuge  in 
my  apartments,  chilled  with  horror,  paffed 
to  their  devotions,  or  their  bufinefs,  with 
apparent  unconcern. 

At  the  Theatre,  of  Capranica  I  lately  faw 
the  reprefentation  of  a  drama,  which  in- 
duced me  neverthelefs  to  doubt  the  vengeful 
fpirit  of  this  people,  in  the  extent  which 
fome  have  afligned.     The  chara&ers  of  this 

piece 
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piece  were,  the  King  of  England,  a  Duke  of 
Mompford,  Milord  Veal,  &c.  This  Eng- 
liih  Duke,  a  man  cruel  and  inexorable,  had 
in  the  rage  of  jealoufy  confined  his  wife  in 
a  cell,  where  was  depofited  the  mouldering 
fkeleton  of  her  murdered  lover — the  fable 
is  not  original. — The  horrors  of  this  fcene 
excited  great  murmurings  in  the  audience ; 
but  when  they  faw  her  proftrate  at  his  feet, 
difhevelled,  and  in  tears,  and  witnefled  the 
unnatural  violence  of  his  repulfe, — they 
could  no  longer  reftrain  the  emotions  of 
their  indignation,  and  the  play  could  with 
difficulty  proceed.  At  length,  the  hufband 
begins  to  foften ;  and,  yielding  to  the  im- 
pulfe  of  nature  and  the  return  of  affe£tionf 
he  embraces  her  with  a  declaration  of  un- 
referved  forgivenefs.  The  audience  now 
broke  forth  into  the  moft  paffionate  ex- 
pressions of  joy  and  admiration.  The  ac- 
clamations feemed  at  once  involuntary  and 
univerfaj.  - 

During 
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During  the  reprefentation,  I  heard  it  ob- 
ferved,  "  Per  dir  il  vero  queft  Inglefe  e  un 
l<  po  crudele."  "  To  fay  the  truth,  this  Eng- 
u  liftman  is  rather  cruel." — "  Si,  (was  there- 
"  ply,)  ma  bifogna  avere  gran  coraggio  per 
"  efler  cofi  crudele."  "  True,  but  a  man  muft 
"  have  great  courage  to  be  fo  cruel." — This 
is  a  fentiment  of  true  Italian  growth. 

1  confefs,  were  I  inclined  to  admit  this 
obfervation  as  illuftrative  of  general  charac- 
ter, I  fhould  conclude  but  ill  of  a  people, 
with  whom  courage  and  cruelty  are  con- 
founded :  and  an  indifpofition  to  violent  re- 
venge, confidered  as  a  deficiency  of  fpirit 
and  refolution. 


[     So    ] 
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HE  Romans  make  great  ufe  of  the  even- 


ing* In  fummer,  they  are  rarely  feen 
abroad  till  funfet;  and  this  is  with  them  the 
fignal  for  enjoyment.  The  fong,  the  dance, 
the  promenade,  then  commence ;  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  night  is  pafled  in  thofe 
kinds  of  fefiivities.  I  afked  a  Roman,  What 
was  his  chief  delight  in  the  fummer  months? 
He  told  me,  "  mangiare  le  fiche  tutta  la 
"  notte ;"  cC  to  eat  figs  all  night."  And  of  thefe 
they  have  abundance,  of  an  excellent  quality. 
Even  at  the  prefent,  which  is  not  one  of 
their  leaft  fevere  feafons,  the  evening  brings 
out  many  upon  the  public  walks.  The 
wind  has  blown  very  fharp  in  the  courfe  of 
the  laft  month  ;  and  they  call  it  a  hard 
winter,  becaufe  it  fnowed  for  a  little  more 
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than  half  an  hour.  I  thought  at  the  time, 
that  the  fnow  would  have  fettled,  but  a 
Roman  correded  my  conjedure — "  non 
M  refta  mai  la  neve  qui,"  "  the  fnow  never 
"  fettles  here," — which  proved  to  be  the  fad. 
The  great  cloak,  which  is  worn  by  all  when 
walking  the  ftreets,  ferves  as  a  fufficient 
difguife  for  what  is  worn,  or  what  is  want- 
ing underneath  ;  and  as  this  can  be  loofened 
at  pleafure,  it  anfwers  for  every  feafon  of 
the  year.  When  about  to  iffue  from  their 
chamber,  they  throw  this  cloak  over  their 
ihoulders,  and  bring  it  fo  far  over  the  lower 
part  of  the  face,  as  to  enclofe  a  fpace  for 
breathing.  This  they  do,  agreeable  to  their 
own  account,  in  order  that  they  may  re- 
fpire  the  air  of  the  chamber  in  walking  the 
ftreets,  and  not  be  expofed  to  the  natural 
element. 

The  confecration  of  days  is  a  fource  of 
great  idlenefs  to  this  people,  as  it  is  to  the 
inhabitants  of  catholic  countries  in  general ; 
and  the  fufpenfion  of  work  fo  frequently 
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commanded,  muft  in  its  part  contribute  W 
the  poverty  which  reigns  among  them.  It 
is  difficult  to  know  what  the  ftate  of  fociety 
is,  in  the  humbler  affemblies  of  this  people. 
They  feem  fcarcely  to  feek  any  higher 
amufement,  than  that  of  gazing  at  the  equi- 
pages of  their  nobles  and  cardinals.  The 
higher  ranks  have*  on  their  part,  very  little 
to  boaft.  Provided  they  are  gazed  at,  their 
end  feems  anfwered.  Hence  they  drefs 
themfelves  out  in  diamonds;  or,  where  thefe 
are  wanting,  in  fpangles:-— fhow  themfelves 
half  an  hour  at  the  different  converfaziones, 
and  then  retire  to  their  macaroni  and  their 
beds. 

The  king's  aunts,  the  Abbe  Mauri,  and 
fome  celebrated  emigrants  are  among  the 
principal  objefts  of  attraction,  which  thefe 
affemblies  hold  out  to  a  ftranger  ;  and  it  is 
fcarcely  a  fufficient  recompence  for  being 
bound  in  velvet,  and  accoutred  in  the  gaudy 
trappings  of  an  obfolete  age.  Occasionally 
fome  departure  is  made  from  this  dull  rou- 
tine, 
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fine,  and  an  academia  or  concert  is  given. 
At  fuch  times  the  Roman  pride  allows  itfelf 
fall  fcope,  and  the  entertainment  is  conduct- 
ed with  liberality  and  fplendor.  The  Prince 
of  Carignan  was  honored  with  a  ceremony 
of  this  nature,  and  a  very  grand  difplay  of 
muficand  magnificence  at  the  Palaces  Doria 
and  Colonna.  The  peace  between  Ruffia 
and  the  Porte  gave  occafion  to  another  en- 
tertainment at  the  Palace  of  the  Ambaffador 
of  the  court  of  St.  Peterfburgh.  An  ode 
was  performed,  in  which  the  pacific  virtues 
of  Catherine  were  highly  extolled ; — and 
proofs  of  her  humanity  enumerated: — die 
ftorming  of  Ifmail  was  not  in  the  catalogue. 
The  ode  was  fucceeded  by  a  ball,  in  which 
an  attempt  was  made  to  unite  the  Englifh 
and  the  Romans  in  a  dance.  It  produced 
however  fo  great  confufion  among  the  lat- 
ter,— who  content  themfelves  principally 
with  inflexions  of  the  body, — that,  after 
many  fruitlefs  efforts  on  the  one  part  and 
the  other,  the  cuftom  of  the  country  wras 
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fuffered  to  prevail,  and  the  Romans  were 
lefr  matters  of  the  field. 

The  defect  of  education  is  ftrongly  vifible 
in  the  Roman  ladies.  Their  converfation  is 
confined  to  the  moft  ordinary  topics.  Few 
of  the  firft  condition  can  write  their  names ; 
at  leaft  fuch  is  the  report  which  I  have  fre- 
quently heard :  and  for  fo  much  I  can  an- 
fwer,  that  an  Englifh  Lady  has  written  to  a 
Princefs  of  great  beauty  at  Naples,  who  has 
caufed  her  to  be  informed,  that  fhe  is  learn- 
ing to  write  ;  and  hopes,  in  courfe  of  time, 
to  acquire  the  art  fuiiiciently  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  correfpondence.  Her  fitter  is  mar- 
ried to  a  Roman  Duke — and  the  Neapolitan 
Princefs  is  faid  to  be  the  beft  educated  of  the 
two.  I  remarked  to  a  native,  how  extra- 
ordinary it  was,  that  the  education  of  the 
females  fhould  be  fo  grofsly  neglected.  He 
replied,  "  By  no  means — it  was  totally  un- 
"  necefiary  ;  for  that  a  woman  before  fhe  is 
a  married,  is  clofely  confined,  fees  little  fo- 
u  ciety,  and  mutt  have  no  communications  1 
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<c  and  that  when  fhe  is  married,  il  Cavaliere 
"  fervente  fa  tutto  per  lei, — her  Cicifbeo 
"  undertakes  every  thing  for  her." 

Morals  are  furely  at  a  low  ebb  in  this  city. 
All  circumftances  concur  to  favor  their  cor- 
rnption ;  and  although  it  would  be  juft  to 
ufe  caution  in  pronouncing  upon  ecclefiafti- 
cal  morality,  yet  a  life  of  fplendor  and 
fafhion  under  the  law  of  celibacy,  is  not  the 
beft  fecurity  for  private  virtue.  The  dark- 
nefs  of  the  ftreets  has  been  in  itfelf  alledged, 
as  having  an  object  not  ftri&ly  fpiritual ;  and 
the  reproof  which  I  received  from  an  Abbe 
at  a  converfazione,  for  carrying  a  torch,  on 
my  return  late  in  the  evening  from  a  Caffe, 
led  me  to  infer — that  the  churchmen  may 
have  reafons  for  prohibiting  lights,  which 
it  would  be  little  to  their  credit  publicly  to 
avow. 
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Rome,  Feb.  13,  1792. 

i?-pHE  mind,  that  takes  a  pleafure  in  view- 
ing  the  contrafts  of  character,  will  find 
a  fingular  gratification  in  vifiting  this  city 
at  the  different  feafons  of  penance  and  de- 
votion. A  long  and  uniform  folemnity,  in- 
fperfed  only  with  a  few  private  concerts  and 
heavy  converfaziones,  had  almoft  taught 
me  to  forget,  that  there  is — among  other 
times — lC  a  time  to  laugh."  The  gaieties  of 
the  carnival  have  quickened  my  recollection. 
Since  Saturday  noon,  all  has  been  mirth  and 
frolic  in  this  metropolis.  The  whole  length 
of  the  Corfo — extending  more  than  .an  Eng- 
lifh  mile— was  crouded  with  ambulatory 
mafks  in  its  centre;  and  double  rows  of 
carriages,  on  each  of  its  fides.    .All  forts  of 

inven- 
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inventions,  ufual  on  fuch  occafions,  were 
here  exhibited  ;  and  the  air  refounded  with 
fongs,  fhouts,  and  clamors. 

It  feemed  to  be  a  point  of  religion  with 
all  perfons  throughout  this  capital,  who  were 
not  incapacitated  by  infirmity,  to  mingle 
in  the  procefiion  of  the  mafks.  The  young 
and  active  were  exhibiting  their  poftures, 
as  Harlequins,  Quack  Do&ors,  &c. — the 
old  were  feated  in  elbow  chairs  at  the  doors 
of  their  houfes,  fhaking  their  aged  fides  at 
the  humours  that  were  pafling  in  review 
before  them.  It  appeared  very  greatly  the 
rage,  for  men  to  veil  themfelves  in  female 
drefles.  This  is,  I  fuppofe,  in  revenge  for 
the  liberty  fo  generally  taken  by  the  Roman 
women,  of  afTuming,  for  fome  convenient 
purppfe,  the  male  habit.  I  am  informed, 
that  this  is  by  no  means  unufual  in  their  at- 
tendance even  on  the  Theatres. 

It  was  not  till  late  in  the  afternoon,  that 
the  whimfical  races,  of  which  you  have 
heard  fo  much,  began.    It  is  difficult  indeed 

04  to 
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to  fpeak  of  beginnings  when  the  whole  is 
confummated  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye ; 
and  the  commencement  and  termination  are 
fo  nearly  coincident.  A  fheet  drops  ;  ten  or 
twelve  ponies  rufh,  like  a  guft  of  wind, 
through  the  channel  formed  by  the  carriages; 
and  in  a  competition,  which  is  ufually  fatal 
to  fome  of  their  number,  ftruggle  for  a  pal- 
try piece  of  velvet  The  eye  has  very  little 
ihare  in  the  gratification  which  this  race  is 
fuppofed  to  produce.  But  then,  ample 
amends  is  made  by  thofe  harmonies,  which 
the  clattering  of  the  pavement,  the  jingling 
of  the  tinfel  ornaments,  and  the  fhouts  of 
the  fpectators,  convey  to  the  ear. 

The  maiking  and  racing  have  been  re- 
peated this  day ;  and  I  will  confefs,  that  the 
repetition  of  thefe  fooleries  reconciled  me  to 
the  decree  which  fixes  our  departure  from 
this  place  for  to-morrow.  Our  profefled 
object  in  this  arrangement  is,  to  catch  a 
gleam  of  Neapolitan  humour,  in  the  clofing 

fcenes  of  this  feftive  feafon.     Humour  is  a 

...  ,       . 

leaven  ; 
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leaven;  and,  wifely  adminiftered,  it  im- 
proves and  benefits  the  mafs.  But  excefs, 
in  no  cafe  more  than  this,  furfeits  and  re- 
volts a  rational  mind.  But  Goidimith  has 
expreffed  this  truth  with  fo  much  accuracy, 
that  I  fhall  borrow  his  remark,  as  a  final 
defcription  of  the  effect  which  a  Roman 
carnival  has  upon  my  temper  and  fpirits. 
*'  The  company  of  fools  may  at  firft  make  us 
*'  laugh,  but  never  fails  in  the  end  to  make 
<c  us  melancholy." 
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Naples,  Feb.  i8,  1792. 

/-takings  have  changed  fince  Horace  tra- 
veiled.  u  Minus  eft  gravis  Appia  tar- 
fC  dis," — he  tells  us.  The  maxim  is  now 
inverted,  "  II  n'y  a  (fays  M.  Dutens  in  his 
"  Itineraire)  qu'a  Piperno  ou  Gaeta,  ou  Ton 
"  puifle   coucher   fur  cette  route  ;  mais  il 


u 
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"  vaut  mieux  voyager  toittc  la  mat."  Velletri 
was  the  firft  place  that  offered  us  quarters; 
and  here  we  were  wretchedly  entertained, 
at  the  rate  of  half  a  guinea  per  head.  The 
humours  of  mafking  had  found  their  way 
into  this  miferable  place,  and  the  night  was 
confecrated  to  clamorous  feftivity.  Terra- 
cina  bounded  our  fecond  day's  journey;  the 
chief  amufement  of  which  confifted  in  fpe- 
culating  upon  the  Pontine  Marfh,  and  pic- 
turing, as  our  carriage  rolled  over  the  Ap- 
pian  road,  the  Poefs  journey  to  Brundifium. 
At  Tre-ponti,  about  mid-diftance  be- 
tween Velletri  and  Terracina,  labourers  were 
employed  in  carrying  on  thofe  works  of 
public  utility,  which,  amidft  all  his  bigot- 
ted  follies,  the  prefent  Pope  is  induftrious  to 
complete.  As  an  Ater  Palus^  this  tract  of 
marfhy  country  has  experienced  a  very  fa- 
lutary  improvement :  and  though  the  com- 
plexions of  the  labourers  and  inhabitants  at 
Tre-ponti  indicated  the  fickly  temperament 
pf  this  region,  yet  advances  have  been  fo 
i  far 
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far  made  towards  falubrity,  as  to  render 
habitable  through  the  year,  what  was  for- 
merly deemed  hazardous  even  for  a  night. 
As  the  falubrity  of  Rome  arifes  in  great  part 
from  the  exhalations  which  the  Pontine 
marfhes  engender,  it  is  a  defign  of  no 
mean  dignity  to  cleanfe  and  fructify  thofe 
noxious  fwamps ;  which  extend  between 
eight  and  nine  leagues  in  length,  and  infeft 
the  whole  circumjacent  country  with  pef- 
tilential  effluvia.  The  approach  to  Terra- 
cina  announces  a  moll  agreeable  change  of 
fcene  and  climate.  Fine  orangeries,  loaded 
with  fruit,  covered  the  hills,  and  gave  us, 
in  exchange  for  wildnefs  and  fterility,  the 
highcft  degree  of  luxuriance,  fragrance,  and 
beauty.  "  Impofitum  faxis  late  cadentibus," 
is  a  very  accurate  defcription  of  this  ancient 
town.  This  is  more  particularly  the  cafe 
in  its  prefent  ftate,  as  Jupiter,  its  original 
patron,  having  apparently  abandoned  its 
concerns,— nothing  remains  to  fix  the  tra- 
veller's attention,  but  the  peculiarity  of  its 

(ituation, 
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fituation,  and  the  afpe£t  of  its  rocks.  The 
"  Circseum  jugum,"  or  Monte  Circello,  as 
it  is  now  called,  ftands  full  in  front :  and  a 
dim  of  figs,  ferved  up  for  our  evening's  en- 
tertainment, afforded  us  a  delicious  fpeci- 
men  of  its  fruits.  Its  fame,  however,  prin- 
cipally depends  upon  its  being  regarded  as 
the  feat  of  witchcraft,  and  the  firong  hold 
of  necromancy  and  conjuration.  Our  third 
day  brought  us,  over  great  inequalities  of 
country,  to  Mola  di  Gaeta. 

In  ifluing  from  Terracina,  the  road  ran 
along  the  fea  coaft,  under  the  frowns  of 
fteep  and  abrupt  rocks.  Then  winding 
among  the  mountains,  it  conduced  us 
through  fcenery  of  the  moft  picturefque 
character.  The  hedges  were  almoft  inva- 
riably of  myrtle,  intermixed  with  laureftina, 
yellow  jefamine,  and  fhrubs  the  moft  beau- 
tiful and  odoriferous.  Fundi,  or  Fondi,  as 
it  is  now  called,  was  fituated  in  the  very 
bofom  of  beauty.  A  vifit  from  the  police 
and  revenue  officers  of  his  Neapolitan  Ma- 
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jefty,  upon  our  entrance  into  his  dominions, 
gave  me  an  opportunity  of  glancing  upon 
the  romantic  and  variegated  mountains 
which  fur  round  this  fhadow  of  a  town. 
Whether  the  deformity  of  the  Campania 
have  Sharpened  my  reliih  for  natural  beauty, 
I  know  not ;  but  my  admiration  was  ex- 
cited by  the  fcenes  of  this  day,  to  an  extra- 
vagant degree  ;  and  I  feemed,  in  my  enthu- 
fiafm,  to  have  found  myfelf  in  the  midft  of 
enchantment. 

Our  inn  at  Gaeta  was  the  center  point  of 
the  bay,  and  commanded  a  grand  fcope  at 
profpeft  both  over  land  and  fea.  Here  the 
red  mullet  is,  by  epicures,  faid  to  abound  in 
great  perfection.  We  paffed,  on  cur  fourth 
day,  the  marfhes  of  Minturnse,  famous  as 
the  hiding-place  of  Marins  3  and  crofting 
the  Gagliarno,  defervedly  called  taciturnus 
ammsy  indulged  in  a  paufe  of  half  an  hour  at 
San  Agato,  fituated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  an- 
tientSinuefla.  Of  this  place  I  neither  know  nor 
care  more  than  its  having  been  the  rendez- 
vous 
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vous  of  that   meeting,  facred  to  genius  arid 
friendfhip,   of  which  Horace  has  given  fo 
rapturous  a  report.     We  entered  Capua  in 
a  violent  ftorm  of  thunder  and  hail.     Had 
Hannibal   marched   his  victorious  veterans 
into  modern  Capua,  they  would  have  been 
in  no  danger  of  being  enervated  by  its  lux- 
ury.    Retiring  early  to  our  beds,   we  min- 
gled our  murmurs  with  thofe  of  the  ftorm, 
which  played  through  the  broken  cafement. 
I  could  not  quit  this  town  without  feel- 
ing a  portion  of  that  melancholy  to  which 
the  retrofpeclive  view  of  human  viciffitudcs 
gives  birth.     The  whole  extent  of  Italy  is  a 
field  of  fimilar  reflection.  Wrecks  and  mo- 
numents of  antient  importance  are,  through- 
out  this   country,    the   perpetual   food    of 
thought.     Capua  once  held  a  place  among 
the  firft  of  cities  ;  and  the  ruined  materials 
of  what  once  exifted,  yet  catch  the  fpectator's 
eye.  The  tradition  of  her  greatnefs  is,  how- 
ever, the  only  monument  which  preferves 
ti\  mcry;  and  the  traveller  finds  a  dif- 
ficulty 
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iicuhy  in  believing  that  this  miferable  town 
was — 

"  Altera  dicta  olim  Carthago,  et  altera  Roma." 
"  A  fecond  Carthage  once,  a  fecond  Rome." 
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Naples,  Feb.  24,  1792* 

jam  impatient  to  catch  and  convey  the 
manners,  drefs,  air,  and  folly  of  this  gay 
and  glittering  city.  Fortunately  for  my  de- 
fign,  all  is  open  and  undiflembled.  I  have 
feen  no  place  in  which  nature  is  lefs  re- 
ftrained  by  the  laws  of  morals,  or  even  of 
decorum.  That  thin  and  flimfy  veil,  which, 
difguifing  the  groffnefs  of  vice,  renders  it — 
if  not  lefs  criminal — lefs  offenfive,  feems 
here  to  be  either  unknown,  or  unregarded. 
The  paffions  fpeak  a  language  of  the  molt 
licentious  depravity. 

Notwithflanding  the   tedioufnefs  of  our 
journey  from  Rome,  we  arrived  in  fufficient 

time 
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time  to  catch  the  parting  rays  of  the  Car-* 
nival.  Feftinos,  operas,  and  proceffions  of 
mafques,  were  yet  following  each  other  in 
rapid  fucceffion.  The  tide  of  amufement 
at  thefe  places  does  not  fet  in  till  the  day  is 
cloied.  With  the  light,  yet  perfect  difguife 
of  an  artificial  nofe^  I  mixed  at  midnight 
with  an  affembly,  diverfified  by  all  the 
varieties  of  harlequin,  fhepherd,  mounte- 
bank, and  a  thoufand  indefinable  charac- 
ters. The  opera  houfe  of  San  Carlos  was 
the  Theatre  of  Rendezvous  ;  and  the  lamps 
with  which  it  was  decorated,  refie&ed  from 
the  numerous  mirrors,  exhibited  a  blaze  of 
fplendor.  The  king's  guards,  drefled  in 
their  gala  fuits,  paraded  round  the  theatre  ; 
and  fome  fantaftical  devices  were  played  off, 
amidft  the  blended  founds  of  muiic  and 
clamor.  Form  wras  foon  given  up,  and  all 
ranks  mixed  without  referve.  I  did  not 
feel  myfelf  quite  at  home  in  this  new  ele- 
ment. The  heat  was  infupportable,  and  the 
prefence  of  the  king  rendered  it  impoffible 

to 
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to  unmafk.  Among  the  various  forms  that 
moved  before  me,  was  a  mafic  of  grave 
and  folemn  guife ;  fpeechlefs  throughout 
the  night,  and  cautious  in  all  his  actions. 
He  bore  upon  his  forehead  the  following 
infcription  : 

"  Chi  fono  e  cP  onde  vengo  io  ignoro, 
E  la  folitudine  io  adoro." 

u  Nor  who,  nor  whence  I  am,  I  know  aright  j 
But  perfect  fblitude  is  my  delight." 

This  feemed  to  convey  a  reflection  fufficU 
ently  fatirical  upon  the  multitude  aflembled 
around  him.  My  entertainment  was  con- 
fiderably  abridged,  by  the  difficulty  I  found 
in  converfing  with  the  natives,  whofe  lan- 
guage is  a  grofsly  corrupt  dialed!  of  the 
genuine  Tufcan ;  and  habit,  rather  than 
ftudy,  feems  requifite  to  understand  its  de- 
viations. The  monofyllable  mo  is  ufed 
with  a  frequency  and  variety,  for  which  I 
am  entirely  unable  to  account.  It  feems  to 
enter  into  almoft  every  fentence,  and  is  a 
vol,  II.  h  perfect 
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perfect  catchword  with  the  common  peo- 
ple. A  boatman,  who  conducted  me  acrofs 
the  bay,  uttered,  with  a  loud  and  emphatic 
tone  of  voice,  to  a  fifherman  at  a  diftance, 
Mo  !  The  other,  lifting  up  two  fingers  of 
his  right  hand,  and  inclining  his  head,  re- 
plied, Mo  !  From  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,  I  was  enabled  to  interpret  this  ambi- 
guous term,  which  meant  in  the  queftion, 
<c  Have  you  caught  any  fifh  ?"  and  in  the 
reply,  a  decifive  negative. 

I  confefs  to  you,  that  this  fingle  circum- 
ftance  has  deterred  me  from  meddling  with 
a  language  in  which  fuch  artificial  variety, 
but  real  famenefs,  prevails.  It  would  be  a 
hopelefs  labour  to  feek  in  fyftem,  what  is 
flrongly  connected  with  habit;  and  that 
language  promifes  but  ill  to  a  ftudent  of 
rules,  whofe  terms  depend — not  only  for 
their  emphafis,  but  alfo  for  their  fenfe — on 
nods  and  geftures ;  on  flexions  of  the  muf- 
cfes,  and  contortions  of  the  body. 
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/'t-she  Bay  of  Naples  and  its  environs  form 
a  draught  of  higher  and  more  finiflied 
fcenery,  than  I  have  yet  feen  under  any 
meridian.  The  Hotel  we  inhabit,  furnifhes 
every  advantage  to  the  eye,  and  embraces 
a  fphere,  into  which  enter  all  the  objects  of 
any  magnitude  for  which  Naples  is  vifited. 
To  the  right,  Puzzuolo,  Mifenum,  Baise ; 
thq  dufky  and  majeftic  Vefuvius  to  the  left ; 
and  a  fine  opening  of  the  fea  in  front,  ter- 
minated by  the  charming  iflands  of  Capre, 
&c.  compofe  a  groupe  which  the  mind  of 
the  Painter,  intent  upon  artificial  arrange- 
ment, would  find  it  difficult  to  improve. 

The  Promenades  upon  the  Quay,  difpofed 
with  more  attention  to  regularity  than 
beauty,  have    at  lead  the  advantage  of  a 

h  2  noble 
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noble  and  varied  profpe£L  Indeed,  I  have 
not  yet  found,  in  all  my  wanderings  round 
this  place,  a  fpot  of  ground  wholly  deftitute 
of  natural  or  local  beauty.  Where  the  view 
of  fea,  iflands,  or  promontories,  happens  to  be 
intercepted,  this  lofs  is  almoft  invariably 
compen fated  by  fome  pi&urefque  enchant- 
ment. Some  loofe  and  delicate  fhrubbery 
fixes,  by  its  wanton  moots,  the  fpedtator's 
eye,  and  prevents  him  from  regretting  the 
bounds  which  intercept  the  grander  objects. 
The  whole  of  this  country  is  indeed  the 
feat  of  beauty,  and  Nature  feems  to  have 
beftowed  one  of  her  richeft  climes  upon  the 
moft  unworthy  of  her  fons. 

As  a  tranfient  traveller,  I  pretend  not  to 
affign  the  beft  inveftigated  reafons  for  the 
characters  I  draw  ;  but  here  the  bold  and 
mafculine  features  of  vice  and  profligacy 
render  it  only  difficult  to  find  terms  fiif* 
ficiently  forcible  to  exprefs  the  genuine  co- 
lours under  which  they  appear.  That  the 
lower  orders  in  this  city  fliould  b©  corrupt 

and 
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and  abandoned,  is  a  matter  of  little  furprife 
to  thofe  who  fee  the  condition  of  life  to 
which  they  are  expofed.  From  twenty  to 
thirty  thoufand  Lazzaronls^  almoft  un- 
clothed, and  totally  unhoufed,  ranging  this 
great  city  for  a  precarious  fubfiftence,  are  a 
fort  of  people  well  calculated  for  corrupting 
and  being  corrupted.  It  is  natural  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  evil  commencing  here,  will 
have  a  wide  circulation,  and  corrupt,  by  a 
powerful  leaven,  the  great  mafs  of  the  com- 
mon people.  For  thefe  Lazzaroni  are  not 
a  loofe  and  diforderly  number ;  they  are  an 
army  of  raggamuffins,  under  an  eftablifhed 
fort  of  difcipline  ;  and  are  confidered  by 
the  State,  as  an  order  not  to  be  neglefted, 
or  more  properly  fpeaking,  not  to  be  op- 
prefled  beyond  a  certain  point.  They  have, 
it  mould  feem,  an  invifible  bond  of  union; 
and,  when  their  rights  are  invaded,  endea- 
vour to  make  their  importance  felt.  So  far, 
however,  as  I  can  learn,  they  have  not  yet 
framed  a  Charter  of  Rights,  which  might 

H  3  not 
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not  with  equal  propriety  include  the  dogs 
that  follow  them.  Nakednefs,  hunger,  ex- 
pofure  to  the  elements,  are  grievances  which 
have  never  entered  into  any  of  their  remon- 
ftrances.  The  members  of  this  Corps  are 
generally  feledted,  as  inftruments  of  per- 
jury and  affaffination,  crimes  very  prevalent 
in  this  country,  from  the  corrupt  ftate  of 
their  Courts,  and  the  tendernefs  of  their 
laws  againft  the  fhedders  of  blood.  If  cre- 
dit might  be  given  to  the  current  eftimates, 
five  thoufand  have  periflied  in  one  year  by 
the  knife  of  the  affaflin. 

A  conference  is  faid  to  have  been  lately 
held  with  his  Neapolitan  Majefty,  upon  the 
fubjedt  of  affaffi  nations,  and  the  neceflity  of 
punifhing  the  affaflin  with  death,  ftrongly 
contended  for.  His  Majefty  begged  leave 
to  differ  from  his  learned  advifers,  on  the 
propriety  of  this  ftep ; — "  For  at  prefent," 
faid  the  Monarch,  "  I  lofe  five  thoufand  of 
"  my  fubje&s  by  affaflination  ;  if,  there- 
"  fore,  I  were  to  put  to  death  every  affaflin, 
3  V.  I  mould 
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"  I  fhould  lofe  double  the  number."  This 
reply  will  ferve  to  fhew,  that,  in  fome 
countries,  at  lead,  the  executive  and  legifla- 
tive  powers  are  wifely  kept  difmidt. 
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N  accounting  for  the  corruption  of  the 
lower  orders  of  people  in  this  metro- 
polis, the  fources  were  fufficiently  appa- 
rent, and  a  fort  of  apology  wTas  at  hand. 
It  is  not  however  fo  eafy  to  find  a  folution, 
or  excufe,  for  that  barefaced  profligacy, 
which  the  higher  clafles,  without  fcruple, 
admit;  and  over  which  it  is  fcarcely  held 
neceflary  to  throw  a  veil.  The  obligation 
of  the  marriage  vow  is  treated  as  a  mere 
illufion  ;  and  the  ceremony  itfelf  cpnfidered 
in  no  other  light,  than  as  affording  a  fort  of 
fanction  to  the  indulgence  of  an  unreftrained 
licentioufnefs.     Indeed,  the  example  of  the 

H  4  Sove- 
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Sovereign  gives  little  countenance  to  the 
oppofite  virtues.  His  favourites  are  known 
to  be  numerous ;  and,  under  this  vicious 
meridian,  all  attention  to  decorum  is  dis- 
carded as  fuperfluous — if  not  ridiculous. 

The  grand  amufement  of  Naples  is  the 
Opera,  ferious  and  comic ;  but  at  the  period 
of  cur  arrival,  it  was  already  much  in  the 
wane.  The  celebrated  Banti,  a  finger  of 
uncommon  powers,  filled  indeed  the  Theatre 
with  the  ftrength  and  melody  of  her  notes ; 
but  fcarcely  an  attraction  fubiiited  befides. 
Since  the  termination  of  the  Carnival,  the 
Academia  forms  the  only  public  rendezvous 
of  the  fafhionable  world.  To  this  noble 
Academy,  as  it  is  called,  a  ticket  of  admif- 
fion  is  without  difficulty  procured  from  the 
Englifh  Minifter.  I  think  I  never  pafled 
through  quite  fo  many  apartments,  in  order 
to  arrive  at  one.  This  is  a  trick  pra&ifed  in 
an  high  degree  at  Rome.  In  order  to  im- 
prefs  the  vilitor  with  an  exaggerated  idea  of 
the  magnitude  of  the  palaces,  the  entrance 

is 
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is  ufually  fo  managed,  that  its  diftance  from 
the  rendezvous  of  the  company  may  be  the 
greater!:  poffihle.  This  gives  the  pofTeflbr 
an  opportunity  of  exhibiting  a  countlefs 
fuite  of  chambers,  and  an  extended  alley, 
formed  by  all  his  houfehold  in  their  gala 
drefs.  The  approach  to  the  Saloon  of  the 
Academy  was  contrived  with  the  fame  at- 
tention to  pomp  and  magnificence ;  and  the 
fervants  attending  were  gorgeoufly  appa- 
relled in  liveries  of  crimfon  and  gold.  The 
band  is  good,  and,  as  well  as  the  fingers, 
fele&ed  for  the  Opera. 

But  the  mufic  forms  no  part  of  the  enter- 
tainment— if  one  may  judge  from  the  in- 
attention of  the  company — few  of  whom 
appear  to  know,  or  at  leaft  to  confider,  that 
fifty  people  are  ftraining  their  arms  and 
throats  in  their  fervice.  Converfation,  in- 
trigue, and  play,  are  the  chief  objects  of 
aflbciating  at  this  mufical  meeting,  which 
has,  in  fact,  as  little  to  do  with  mufic,  in 
refpe£l  to  the  company,  as  the  Converfazione 

at 


io6  LETTER     CVI. 

at  Rome  has  with  converfation.  The  name 
is  however  refpeflable ;  and  thofe  who  have 
any  of  the  purpofes  to  effect  which  pre- 
dominate in  thefe  aflemblies,  find  rather  a 
protection,  than  an  obflacle,  in  the  little 
analogy  that  fubfifts  between  the  real  and 
the  profeffed  defign  of  the  meeting. 


LETTER     CVII. 

Naples,  Feb.  27,  1792. 

|T  was  amongft  my  earlieft  gratifications 
L  of  curiofity  here,  to  vifit  that  Mountain, 
whofe  volcanic  ebullitions  have  been  fo  long 
and  fo  dreadfully  famed ;  and  againft  whofe 
ravages  the  potent  arm  of  St,  Januarius  * 
alone  has  been  able  to  lift  a  fhield.  The 
bafe  of  the  Mountain  flanks  at  a  very  fhort 

*  A  ftatue  of  this  Saint  is  ere&ed  at  the  foot  of  the 
Mountain ;  and  it  is  by  virtue  of  his  hand  extended,  that 
Naples  is  fuppofed  hitherto  to  have  efcaped. 

diftance 
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diftance  from  the  town  of  Portici ;  and  here 
Guides,  Ciceroncs,  and  Mules,  attend  for 
the  fervice  of  the  curious.     We  made  free 
with  one  of  the  fecond  defcription,  two  of 
the  firft,   and  declined   taking   any  of  the 
laft  into  our  fuite.     A  very  little  afcent  up 
the  broader  part  of  the  bale,  which  extends 
down  to  the  fea,  furnifhed  a  noble  view  of 
the  Bay — foftened  as  it  was  in  that  inftant 
with  the  beams  of  the  fun.     The  path  then 
began    to   conduct    us  over  vaft  heaps    of 
lava  :  it  refembles  ftri&Iy  a  plowed   field, 
the  foil  of  which  is  thrown  up  in  irregular 
diftributions  of  black  and  unbroken  clods. 
Of  thefe  the  age  and  circumflances  are  well 
known   by   the   Cicerones,   who  explained 
the  phenomena  attending  them,  and  affign- 
ed  to  each  their  regular  dates.     Our  Cice- 
rone was  not  however  a   philoibpher,   he 
never  intermeddled  with  canfcs\  contenting 
himfelf  with  efft8s>   he  rehearfed  his  cata- 
logue of  figns  and  wonders ;  and  had  only 
anfwers   for   thofe    queftions   which    were 

con- 
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conne&ed  with  what  immediately  preceded 
in  the  dialogue. 

The  path  we  were  now  purfuing,  was 
marked  out  as  "  la  Caccia  del  Re,"  or 
"  the  King's  Hunt."  The  inequality  and 
fharpnefs  of  the  lava  rendered  this  part  of 
the  expedition  particularly  inconvenient ; 
and  it  was  no  confolatory  circumftance,  to 
find,  upon  advancing,  the  roughnefs  and 
the  declivity  confiderably  increafe.  The 
half-diftance  was  marked  by  a  ftone  of 
enormous  bulk,  which  was  laft  year  dis- 
charged from  the  crater,  and,  fettling  here, 
is  eftimated  to  divide  the  afcent  with  tole- 
rable exadtnefs.  Some  diftance  from  this, 
and  not  till  a  deep  and  rugged  track  of  lava 
is  pafled,  commences  what  is  called  the 
"  Pain  de  Sucre."  This  is  the  Crown  of 
the  Mountain,  confiding  entirely  of  afhes, 
precifely  conical,  and  extremely  difficult  of 
afcent. 

It  is  unnecefiary  to  infift  upon  the  incon- 
venience of  climbing  over  loofe  and  warm 
ii  .*  .        allies. 
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ames.  The  Guides  girt  on  their  belts,  and, 
recommending  us  to  hang  by  thefe,  affifted 
our  movements  by  thus  fcrambling  before 
us.  The  effluvia  of  the  warm  afhes  was  fo 
relaxing,  as  to  render  this  part  of  the  afcent 
more' fatiguing  than  any  portion  of  climb- 
ing I  ever  underwent.  We  reached,  how- 
ever, by  perfevering  exertions,  the  Crater, 
and  thruft  our  heads  over  that  awful  bafin, 
from  which  has  iffued  the  deftruclion  of 
thoufands.  Clouds  of  thick  fmoke,  ftrongly 
impregnated  with  fulphur,  rendered  it  im- 
poffible  to  make  any  difcoveries.  The  va- 
por was  powerful  to  a  degree  approaching 
fuffocation.  The  Guides  called  out,  "  Faz- 
"  zoletti,"  "  Handkerchiefs."  With  thefe 
we  defended  ourfelves  againft  the  attacks 
of  the  fulphur :  and  clinging  round  the 
waifts  of  the  Guides,  defcended  with  a 
rapidity  which  contrafted  well  with  the 
tardinefs  of  our  afcent. 

The  Hermitage  furnifhed  us,  upon  our 
defcent,  a  grateful  refrefliment*     This  Her- 
mitage 
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mitage  is  fituated  under  the  protection  of  a 
ridge,     which    fecures    it    for   the    prefent 
againft  the   lava.     An  old  Regular,  and  a 
Secular,  inhabit  this  dreary  abode  ;  and  of- 
fer their  humble  tribute  of  eggs  and  lagrima 
Chrifti,  (a  wine  in  fome  repute,)    to  thofe 
whom  curiofity  draws  to  thefe  tremendous 
regions.     The  Hermit  has  been   fourteen 
years  an  inhabitant  of  this  folitude.     His 
companion  has  but  lately  become   of  his 
fociety.     The  firft  of  thefe  has  an  annuity 
from  Government,  for  refiding  here :  and 
it  would  be  difficult  to  conceive,  how  an 
adequate  reward  can  be  given  for  fuch  fer- 
vices,  were  it  not  fufficiently  known,   that 
nature  has  fuited  the  propenfities  of  fome 
men  to  fituations  which  have  no  conceiv- 
able attractions.     I  afked  him,  if  he  was 
not  terrified  at  living   in   fo  dangerous  a 
neighbourhood.      He     replied,     "  By    no 
"  means.     That  the  Hermitage  had  been 
**  eftablifhed  more  than  two  hundred  years, 
"  and  no  inftance  had  yet  happened  of  ill— 

"  jury 
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<c  jury  to  the  Hermit.  The  Hermitage  had 
"  indeed  once  fhifted  its  ground,  by  a  fin- 
"  gular  force  and  direction  of  the  lava  ; 
"  but  that  the  Hermit  himfelf  had  found 
"  means  of  efcape." 

Habit  is  doubtlefs  the  parent  of  content, 
or  it  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  how  a 
being,  endued  with  mortal  affections,  could 
ileep  fecurely  within  the  made  of  a  moun- 
tain, which  has  already  buried  whole  cities 
in  lava  and  afhes.  A  fmall  gratuity  repaid 
the  Hermit  for  his  civil  offices.  Our  names 
were  enrolled  in  the  Catalogue  of  Adven- 
turers, who  had  bent  over  the  brow  of  the 
Crater  ;  and  we  rejoined,  with  fome  addi- 
tional fatigue,  our  equipage — feeling  very 
fenfibly,  that  Vefuvius  is  a  mountain  which 
it  is  more  pleafant  to  have  afcended^  than 
to  afcend. 


[       112      ] 
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Naples,  Feb.  28,  1792. 
ROM  the  Lava  of  Vefuvius,  I  have  been 
to  vifit   the   Ruins   of   Porapeia  ;  and, 
having  taken  a  peep  into  theGulph  itfelf,was 
defirous    of   feeing    its    deftru&ive    effe&s 
upon  thofe  who  are  fo  unfortunate  as  to 
{land  in  its  neighbourhood.    Difcovered  by 
accident,  and  laid  open  by  induftry,  part  of 
the  antient  town  of  Pompeia,  deftroyed  by 
a  fhower  of  burning  afhes,  now  ftands  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fpeclator's  eye.     A  fquare  of 
fome  extent,  a  perfect  ftreet,  a  fmall  burying* 
place,  and  a  temple  of  Ifis,  are  all  that  have     . 
yet  been  traced  out  beneath  the  incumbent 

foil. 

From  all  that  appears  in  the  military 
prifons,  the  fkulls,  &c.  the  fate  of  this  town 
muft  have  been  fo  fudden,  as  to  admit  of 

little 


LETTER    CVIII.  113 

little  cfcape  ;  and  it  is  fomewhat  extraordi- 
nary, that  a  period  of  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  years  fhould  have  elapfed  without 
any  difcoveries  made  of  an  entire  town 
funk  amidft  the  foil- — particularly  when  it 
is  confidered,  that  the  earth  is  not,  in  the 
deepeft  parts  yet  explored,  more  than  twelve 
feet  raifed  above  the  buildings.  The  ftreet 
is  the  moft  perfect  curiofity  that  Europe  has 
to  (hew;  and  may  indifputably  be  placed 
at  the  head  of  thofe  monuments  which  pre- 
ferve  the  traces  of  antient  times.  The  open- 

■ 

ing  to  this  ftreet  is  ornamented  with  a 
fountain,  and  it  terminates  in  a  burying- 
place,  decorated  with  fepulchral  lamps.  The 
ftreet  is  narrow,  paved  with  lava,  and  wrorn 
into  ruts  by  the  wheels  of  the  antient  car- 
riages. There  is  on  each  fide  a  footway, 
confiderably  raifed  above  the  carriage  track  ; 
and  fhops  of  various  character,  in  uninter- 
rupted fucceffion.  Many  of  thefe  are  traced 
with  tolerable  accuracy  to  the  particular 
profeffion,or  merchandize, under  which  they 
vol.  11.  1  were 
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were  amiently  claffed ;  fuch  as  forgery,  wine- 
vaults,  coffee- houfes,  &c. 

The  houfes  are,  with  very  little  variation, 
conftrucied  upon  an  uniform  plan ;  and 
coolnefs  feems  in  all  to  have  been  particu- 
larly attended  to.  They  are  fo  perfectly 
cleared  of  all  thofe  afhes  under  which  they 
once  lay,  that  the  traveller  can  now  enter 
every  apartment,  and  examine  them  with 
the  moft  perfect  convenience.  The  (hops 
are  ornamented  with  paintings  in  flucco, 
emblematical  of  their  character  ;  and  the 
chambers  covered  with  groupes  of  a  wanton 
and  amorous  defcription.  To  each  is,  for 
the  moft  part,  annexed  a  fmall  court-yard, 
having  a  refervoir  of  water  in  the  center. 
All  the  parts  of  this  ftreet  are  fo  accurately 
preferved,  that  it  refembles  more  a  model 
of  what  may  have  bee?t,  than  a  monument  of 
what  really  exifted  :  and  I  have  yet  vifited 
no  ruins  of  paft  times,  in  which  the  images 
were  prefented  to  the  mind  more  entire 
and  confident. 

I  for- 
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I  forbear  to  comment  on  the  temple  of 
Ifis,  and  the  military  Prifons  :  they  are  fuf- 
ficiently  known,  as  well  as  the  other  parts 
of  this  fubterraneous  town,  by  defcriptions 
already  given.  I  cannot,  however,  forbear 
expreffing  the  horror  I  felt,  at  being  con- 
dueled  through  a  vault  or  cellar,  which 
pafled  under  the  four  fides  of  a  quadrangular 
garden.  What  appeared  moft  hideous  in 
this  cellar  was.,  that  the  large  jars,  containing 
the  wines,  without  any  difturbance  of  their 
original  arrangement,  were  filled  with  lava, 
and  thus  incrufted  with  the  walls  and  each 
other.  Some  ikeletons  had  been  found  upon 
the  firft  opening  of  thefe  vaults,  doubtlefs  of 
perfons  who,  feeking  refuge  in  this  imagin- 
ed place  of  fafety,  were  buried  in  the  com- 
mon deftruction.  I  could  not  iiTue  from 
thefe  gloomy  vaults,  without  fhuddering  at 
the  reflection  of  a  cataftrophe  fo  fudden 
and  extenfive  ;  or  congratulating  thofe 
whofe  "  lines  are  fallen  in"  more  "  pleafant 
"  places."     Labourers  are  ftill  occupied  in 

1  2  clearing 
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clearing  away  the  allies  \  and  advances  are 
making  towards  more  complete  difcoveries. 
It  is,  however,  to  be  lamented,  that  for 
want  of  due  encouragement  among  the 
higher  powers,  the  bufinefs  proceeds  with 
very  little  alacrity ;  and  fmall  chance  appears 
of  making  further  acquaintance  with  Pom- 
peia  in  the  prefent  century.  His  Majefty 
has  not,  as  yet ,  vifited  thefe  ruins,  though 
they  lie  within  half  a  dozen  miles  of  his 
Mufeura  at  Portici.  His  vifit  has  been  pro- 
nrifed,  and  expe&ed,  for  a  courfe  of  years 
paft;  but  except  fome  wild  fowl  mould 
ho-ver  over  the  ruins,  Pompeia  will  have 
little  fecurity  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  royal 
engagement. 

Our  Englifh  Refident  at  this  Court  had, 
as  I  have  been  informed,  laid  out  for  his 
Majefty  an  Englifh  Garden,  (locked  it  with 
plants  from  England,  and  added  a  Gar- 
dener, who  had  ftudied  the  fcience  upon 
Englifh  principles.  Some  fycophant  of  the 
Court   fuggefted   to    the   King,    that   the 

ground, 
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ground,  thus  metamorphofed,  would  make 
an  incomparable  "Caccia,"  or  chace  ground. 
This  was  to  his  Majefiy  of  Naples  irrefifti- 
ble,  and  a  decree  was  immediately  iffued, 
for  converting  the  Giafdino  Inglefc  into  a 
Caccia.  SirW.  H.,  apprized  of  the  defign, 
flew  to  the  King,  remonftrated  againft  the  in- 
tended change,  and  continued  to  intreat  him, 
that  he  would  at  leaft  make  the  Garden  a  vifit, 
before  he  fuffered  it  to  be  deftroyed.  The 
King  aflented  ;  and  the  following  day,  ac- 
companied by  his  retinue,  proceeded  to  re- 
connoitre the  Englifh  Garden.  It  happened, 
that  on  the  way  a  wild-fowl  fprung  up  ; 
this  caught  his  Majefty's  eye — a  gun  was 
demanded,  and  couriers  were  immediately 
difpatched  for  the  Royal  gun.  This  arreft- 
ing  the  cavalcade,  produced  fo  great  delay, 
that  before  the  bird  could  be  brought  to  the 
ground,  it  was  judged  impracticable  to 
continue  the  route, — and  his  Majefty  re- 
turned, without  feeing  the  object  of  his 
expedition.      Sir  W.  H.  now  prefled  his 

1  3  fuite 
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fuite  on  behalf  of  the  Garden,  urging,  that 
his  Majefly  might  boaft  of  having  in  his 
Garden  plants  which  no  other  King  in 
Europe  poffefTed.  This  fettled  the  bufmefs 
in  Sir  W's  favour  :  "  If  that  be  the  cafe,' ' 
(concluded  his  Majefly,)  "  it  fhall  be  a 
"  Garden  ;  and  I  will  be  the  greateft  King 
"  in  Europe." 
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Naples, 

/Tpi-IE  changes  which  have  taken  place 
"^  upon  the  whole  of  this  coaft,  are 
amongft  the  moft  extraordinary  atchieve- 
ments  of  Time  and  Ruin.  Pozzuolo,  Baix, 
and  Curnai,  flript  of  all  their  antient  edifices, 
are  now  ftretched,  like  the  wrecks  of  fhat- 
tered  veiTels,  along  the  fea-fhore.  The  firft 
is  yet  vifited  for  feme  indiftindt  remains  of 
3  a  tern- 
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a  "temple  of  Serapis,  and  a  villa  of  Cicero. 
Over  the  former  of  thefe,  volcanic  flames 
have  evidently  paffed  ;  the  columns  yet 
ftanding,  retain  the  ftrongeft  traces  of  fire, 
and  appear  burned  to  the  confiflency  of 
pumice-ftone. 

Baia;  is  yet  a  more  melancholy  wreck. 
In  croffing  the  gulf  of  Pozzuolo,  to  vifit  it, 
all  that  has  furvived  of  this  elegant  retreat 
fhews  itfelf  in  the  exterior  of  a  few  temples, 
whofe  walls  are  bared  and  perforated  by  the 
wafte  of  elements  and  time.  Landing  lioon 
a  charming  fpot,  I  rambled  along  the  fhore, 
and  reconnoitred  thefe  monuments  of  paft 
and  perifhed  beauty.  A  temple  given  to 
Venus,  refemblinp;  in  its  form  that  of  Mi- 
nerva  Medica,  has  yet  fome  attractions  in 
the  happinefs  of  fituation,  and  the  fym- 
metry  of  its  figure,  heightened  by  the  ele- 
gant umbrage  which  overhangs  its  cupola. 
A  temple  of  Mercury,  covered  in  after  the 
model  of  the  Roman  Pantheon,  was  doubt- 
left  once  an  ornament  to  thefe  iliores.     It 

1  4  is 
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is  now  funk  confiderably  below  the  level  of 
the  foil,  and  yet  retains  the  property  of  re- 
turning a  prodigious  echo ;   and,  like  the 
Gallery  of  St.  Paul's    at  London,  of  ren- 
dering diftindtly  audible  the  loweft  whifper. 
Foundations  of  palaces  are  further  difcernible 
through  the  whole  extent  of  the  fhore,  and 
fcattered  fragments  yet  preferve  the  traces 
of  the   antient  duffel.      oucceffive    earth- 
quakes have  however  demolifhed  the  build- 
ings themfelves,  and  fo  altered  the  pofition. 
pf  the  foil,  that  the  fea  now  wafhes  the  re- 
mains of  thofe  manfions,  which  doubtlefs, 
in  their  perfed  ftate,  occupied  a  fituation  of 
greater  fecurity. 

The  village  of  Bauli,  rendered  famous  by 
the  matricide  of  Nero,— the  Refervoir  for 
the  Roman  Fleet,  now  known  as  the  Pifcina 
Mirabile,- — and  the  Elyfian  Fields,  excited  a 
{hare  of  intereft  proportioned  to  their  his- 
torical or  traditional  importance.  In  the 
firft,  I  was  conducted,  by  the  aid  of  torches, 
to  a  Cave,  of  which  I  can  make  no  report 
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beyond   that  of  the  conjecture  which  has 
fixed  it  as  the  Tomb  of  Agrippina.    The  Pif- 
cina  is  a  refervoir  of  prodigious  extent,  and 
fufficiently   known  for  the   fediment  with 
which  its  walls  are  incrufted.   This  is  found 
to  bear   an   excellent    polifh  ;    and    gaudy 
tables,  fnufF-boxes,  &c.  are  made  of  it  at 
Naples*     The  Elyfian  Fields,  and  the  Lake 
of  Acheron,  (Lago  della  Fufaro)  have  lit- 
tle to  recommend  them,   beyond    the   faC- 
cinations  which  the  pen  of  the  Poet  has 
hung  around  them.     The  flowery  meads  of 
the  one,  and   the    noxious  vapour  of  the 
Other,  have  partaken  of  the  common  fluc- 
tuations which  their  neighbours  have  ex- 
perienced.   Yet  enthufiafm  perceives  no  de- 
cay in  thofe   regions,  upon  which  it  has 
been  encouraged  to  dwell.     The   eye  yet 
views  the  Elyfian  Fields  in  that  pid:ure  of 
perfeft  beauty,  through  which  they  were 
firft  tranfmitted  ;    and  confecrated   to  im- 
mortality by  the  labours  of  the  Mufe,  they 
*c  live  in  defcription,    and  look  green    in 

*<  fong." 

So 
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So  much  has  been  laid  of  the  Grotto  del 
Cane,  on  the  road  to  Pozzuolo,  and  of  the 
various  phenomena,  that  I  (hall  content  my- 
felf  with  telling  you,  that  I  found  it  a  fmall 
cave,  cut  in  one  of  the  mountains  that  en- 
clofe  the  lake  Agnano  :  the  ground  emitted 
a  very  warm  vapour.  I  readily  difpenfed 
with  the  experiments  propofed,  as  I  could 
not  fee  the  propriety  of  torturing  an  animal 
in  the  fervice  of  my  curiofity.  The  learned 
are,  I  perceive,  ftill  at  variance  upon  the 
properties  of  this  Gave  ;  and  it  is  an  arcanum 
hereafter  to  be  difcovered— what  are  the 
phyfical  caufes  of  that  ftoppage  of  refpira- 
tion  in  animals,  and  extinction  of  flame  in 
torches,  which  this  Cave  avowedly  occa- 
iions. 

If  I  add  to  thefe  the  Baths  of  Nero,  and 
the  Pifciarella — I  mail  have  named  to  you 
the  moll  memorable  of  thofe  curiofities, 
which  have  occupied  me  two  feveral  days. 
The  Baths  of  Nero  confifted  in  a  rock  per- 
forated ;    an   experiment  of  the  heat  wTas 

made 
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made  by  pafiing  through  this  cavity,  in  which 
the  air  was  heated  to  an  unfufterable  degree; 
an  egg  was  boiled  before  me  in  the  natural 
water,  and  turned  out  perfectly  hard.  The 
Pifciarella  was  alfo  a  rock  excavated,  and 
equally  impregnated  wTith  natural  heat ;  the 
water  bubbled  and  roared  in  it,  as  it  would 
have  done  in  a  heated  cauldron.  Indeed 
the  whole  foil  appears  penetrated  with  ful- 
phureous  fluid ;  and  wherever  I  fet  my 
foot,  I  feem  to  be  treading  upon  a  foil 
perpetually  heaving  and  finking  with  the 
workings  of  volcanic  matter.  Earthquakes 
and  explofions  feem  here  of  natural  growth, 
in  alternate  fucceffion  working  new  changes 
in  the  afpect  of  the  country. 


[    *H   ] 
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r-r^HE  Mufeum  at  Portici-  is  the  moft  in- 
**  terefting  cabinet  in  Europe,  to  a  man 
not  profefTedly  fcientific.  The  generality  of 
cabinets  are  fchools  of  ftudy,  rather  than 
exhibitions  of  ftriking  rarities;  and  the 
traveller,  whofe  head  does  not  turn  upon  an 
antiquarian  pivot,  finds  in  them  little  to  re- 
gale his  tranfient  curiofity.  The  Mufeum 
of  Portici  combines,  on  the  contrary,  every 
fpecies  of  interefting  matter,  with  which 
the  mind,  uninformed  of  fcientific  myfteries, 
yet  tin&ured  with  a  knowledge  of  antient 
hiftory,  would  wifh  to  be  entertained. 

The  court-yard  of  this  building  is  de- 
corated with  columns  of  different  magni- 
tudes, which  once  fupportecj  the  Theatre, 
Temples,  and  public  edifices  of  that  town, 

upon 


LETTER     CX.  12; 

upon  whofe  ruins  it  now  ftands.  Thefe  are 
interfperfed  with  a  number  of  funeral  ftones 
and  tablets,  bearing  inferiptions.  The  Re- 
pofitory  of  Antiques  is  itfelf  diftributed  into 
various  chambers,  appropriated  to  diftincl: 
clafles  of  fubje&s.  The  firft  of  thefe  con- 
tained the  implements  of  facrifice,  facred 
tripods,  inftruments  of  killing,  for  per- 
forming libations,  &c.  Amongft  thefe  were, 
fome  utenfils  of  admirable  workmanfhip, 
and  the  greater  part  were  of  bronze,  inlaid 
with  filver.  One  cabinet  prefented  a  com- 
plete collection  of  lamps,  fepulchral,  facri- 
fical,  and  domeftic.  Thefe  were  wrought 
in  every  variety  of  form,  and  exhibited  a 
thoufand  fancies.  There  were  diftincl  ca- 
binets of  chirurgical  and  of  mufical  inftru- 
ments ;  alfo  of  penates  and  amulets  :  thefe 
laft  are  moftly  in  bronze,  reprefenting  the 
different  acknowledged  divinities,  and  are, 
in  many  inftances,  executed  with  confum- 
mate  tafte. 

In 
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In  addition  to  thefe,  are  cabinets  of  hus- 
bandry,   the    inftruments    of  which    have, 
for  the  greater  part,  preferved  their  original 
form ;    of  Priapufes    in    every  conceivable 
fancy  ; — of  manufcripts,   in   rolls  ;   writing 
inftruments,  fuch  as  the  Stilus  and  Tabula.; 
— of  kitchen  utenfils,  pots,  gridirons,  fauce- 
pans,    &c. — of    bathing    implements,    the 
ftrigil,    &c.  —  of  weights   and    meafures  ; 
and  finally  of  cameos,   ladies  trinkets,  in- 
ftruments of  the  toilet,    needles,  bodkins, 
fciffars,  urns ;  a  fpecimen  of  various  eat- 
ables, fuch  as  nuts,  pears,  figs,  dates,  barley, 
and  a  loaf  of  bread.    All  thefe,  though  black- 
ened by  the  fire,  are  yet  accurately  diftin- 
guifhable.     I  might  enumerate   an  infinity 
of  other   articles,   but    the  whole    of  the 
Mufseurn  has  been  laid  open  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  curious  by  artifts  and  reporters  ; 
and  the  mind,  fatigued  with  the  neceflary 
attentions  to  fo  copious  a  collection,   feels 
little  difpofition  to  enter  into  details. 

The 
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The  Ruins  of  Herculaneum,  from  which, 
as  well  as  Pompeia,  the  treafures  of  Portici 
are  drawn,  lie  fixty  feet  deep  beneath  the 
level  of  this  town.  Excluded  the  means  of 
natural  light,  they  are  now  vifited  by  lamps 
and  torches,  and  refemble  a  fuite  of  fubter- 
raneous  vaults.  Veftiges  yet  appear  of 
chambers,  ornamented  with  paintings  ;  walls 
and  columns  overlaid  with  ftucco  ;  and  thofe 
w7ho  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  defcend 
with  an  intelligent  guide,  have  been  made 
to  believe,  that  the  ruins  of  this  town  are 
much  lefs  confufed  than  they  appeared  to 
me  to  be.  The  lava  has  entered  into  the 
inmoft  recefles,  and  confolidated  into  one 
mafs,  houfes,  theatres,  and  temples.  How 
direful  muft  have  been  that  fiery  torrent, 
which  defolated  this  once  noble  and  po- 
pulous city  !  And  how  ftrong  the  habits  and 
attachments  which  can  induce  a  new  race  of 
men  to  fix  their  reiidence  in  fo  dangerous  a 
vicinity  !  Yet  here  are  no  fymptoms  of  ap- 
prehenfion;  the  round  of  bufiriefs  and  of 

pleafure 
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pleafure  is  purfued  by  thofe  adventurous  in^ 
habitants,  with  as  much  indifference  as 
though  a  league  of  amity  fubfifted  between 
the  Mountain  and  themfelves. 

"  Oh  blindnefs  to  the  future,  kindly  given, 

"  That  each  fhould  fill  the  circle  marked  by  Heaven  I" 

It  is  doubtlefs  a  part  of  the  divine  plan,  that 
every  region  of  the  earth,  not  totally  de- 
finitive of  the  fpecies,  (hould  receive  fome 
portion  of  inhabitants  ;  and  therefore  it  is 
not  difficult  to  fee  how  wifely  Nature  admits 
of  that  difcipline  which  chaftifes  her  fen- 
fibility. 

Inhumanlifethereisnocertainty,andmuch 
danger;  but  here  uncertainty  cannot  exprefs 
how  little  certain  all  things  are,  nor  danger 
how  dangerous.  All  is  hollow  beneath  us  : 
wherever  I  ftrike  my  foot  the  earth  returns 
a  quivering  found :  hills  and  valleys  are; 
perpetually  admitting  fome  change ;  and 
mountains  themfelves  are  but  the  growth  of 

a  night 4 
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a  night  *•  On  one  hand,  fprings  are  boil- 
ing; on  the  other,  liquid  fulphur  is  oozing 
through  the  parted  foil ;  here  are  monu- 
ments of  what  earthquakes  have  fcattered, 
there  ruins  of  what  eruptions  havediflblved; 
the  roads  are  bottomed  by  mafles  of  lava, 
and  the  lakes  are  enclofed  in  the  craters  of 
volcanos ! 
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f-T"*HE  Farnefe  Bull  and  Hercules,  which 
once  adorned  the  palace  of  that  name 
in  Rome,  are  now  numbered  amongft  the 
ornaments  of  Naples.  The  firft  occupies 
a  confpicuous  place  in  the  public  walks,  and 
the  groupe  is  defigned  and  wrought  by  a 

*  Monte  Nuovo  is  known  to  have  appeared  in  this  fpace 
of  time. 

vol.  11.  k  noble 


no  LETTER     CXI. 

noble  effort  of  genius  and  art.  As  to  the 
fecond,  fo  gigantic  is  the  bulk  and  pon- 
derofity  of  the  Hero,  that  f  much  doubt 
whether  the  club,  on  which  he  is  fuppofed 
to  lean,  would  in  fait  fuftain  fo  great  a 
prefifure. 

From  the  Hall  that  boafts  this  celebrated 
ftatue,  I  pafled  to  contemplate  the  Tomb 
of  Virgil.  Grateful  to  me  was  the  monu- 
ment which  bore  fo  high  a  name.  I  em- 
braced with  credulous  joy,  in  defiance  of 
the  cold  and  captious  doubts  of  the  anti- 
quarian, a  prejudice  fo  dear  to  claffic  feel- 
ing. I  faw,  in  the  monkifh  diftich,  a  tri- 
bute of  at  leaft  two  centuries  back  *,  and  I 
bleffed  the  tradition  which  had  confecrated 
fo  fair  a  fpot  to  the  Poet's  memory.  It  is 
allowed  on  all  hands,  that  no  tradition 
could  have  fallen  on  an  object  better  cal- 
culated to  eftablifh  the  fa£t.     It  unites  all 


*•  "  Qui  cinercs  tumuli  hccc  veftigia  condicurolim 
**  Ille  hoc  qui  cecinit  pafcua,  rura,  duces." 


that 
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that  can  be  combined  of  fimple  and  pic- 
turefque  beauty.  Situated  upon  an  emi- 
nence, confiderably  above  the  level  of  the 
city,  it  overhangs  the  entrance  of  the  Grot 
of  Paulilippo.  Its  form  is  quandrangular, 
and  it  is  inverted  with  a  foliage  of  ever- 
green. The  laurel  flourifhes  on  its  fummit 
confpicuous  amidft  inferior  fhrubs. 

The  Cicerones  of  Naples  are — the  ordi- 
nary ones  at  leaft — beings  of  very  rough 
manners  and  impofing  arts ;  but  it  is  dif- 
ficult, and  even  impoffible,  wholly  to  throw 
off  thefe  officious  guides.  A  perfect  under- 
ftanding  is  kept  up  between  them  and  all 
in  whofe  cuftody  are  the  objects  of  fearch, 
fo  that  he  who  refifts  with  too  decided  a 
bravery  their  proffered  attentions,  finds 
himfelf  eventually  entangled  ia  that  net 
from  which  their  fervices  can  alone  deliver 
him.  The  Cicerone  who  attended  me  on 
my  excurfion  to  Baise,  was  fo  ftri<3:  a  re- 
ligionift,  that  he  feetned  to  avoid  dining, 
■out  of  compliment  to  the  feafon.     He  drew 

K  2  out 
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out  of  his  pocket  a  fcroll,  which  he  defired 
me  to  read,  as  an  anfwer  to  the  queftion  I 
had  put  to  him,  refpe&ing  the  fpecies  of 
food  which  he  was  permitted  to  eat.  This 
fcroll  was  an  indulgence,  purporting  that  the 
holder  might — for  pious  confiderations — 
make  free  with  an  egg ;  and  for  this  he  had 
paid  his  quota.  I  afked  him,  if  he  might 
partake  of  our  meal  ?  He  hefitated,  not 
having  fufficient  cafuiftry  at  hand  to  fettle  fo 
delicate  a  point.  It  was  at  length,  however, 
decided  by  the  boatmen,  that  meat  given 
did  not  come  within  the  meaning  of  the  adh 
This  decifion  fatisfied  every  fcruple,  and 
our  Cicerone  made  one  at  our  table,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  Pope  and  St.  Januarius. 

One  of  this  defcription,  in  the  neighbour-, 
hood  of  Puzzuolo,  is  the  reputed  pofTeflbr 
of  a  Note,  which  he  takes  care  to  {hew  as 
a  teftimony  of  his  particular  merits.  The 
fubftance  of  this  Credential  purports,  that 
the  bearer  is  the  leaft  of  a  fcoundrel  amongft 
the  fraternity.     This  Certificate  is  faid  to 

have 
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have  been  given  by  Sir  W.  Hamilton  to  an 
applicant,  two  removes  from  the  prefent 
owner,  to  whom  it  has  defcended,  in  virtue 
of  two  aflaffinations. 
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Mola  dl  Gaeta,  March  1,  1791. 

TT7E  are  this  day  arrived,  from  St.  Agato, 
at  our   old  ftation  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Formian  Hills.     So  large  a  portion  of 
the  day  is  yet  unfpent,  that  I  (hall  hope  to 
bring  up  my  report,  without  confuming  the 
midnight  oil.    The  fummit  of  Vefuvius  had 
been  enveloped  in  a  cloud  of  denfe  fmoke, 
for  fome  days   previous  to  our  departure 
from   Naples ;    and    as    no    appearance    of 
flame   had    been   vifible    for   a  period    of 
eight  months,  ftrong  fymptoms  of  an  ap- 
proaching eruption  were  remarked  by  thofe 

K  3  who 
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who  understood    the    phenomena  of  the 
mountain. 

On  Monday,  towards  evening,  a  fhout  of 
"  c'e  fuoco,"  or  "  fire,"  was  raifed  upon 
the  beach  ;  and  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
the  higheft  objeft  of  a  ftranger's  curiofity, 
in  the  flames  of  an  eruption.  In  company 
with  fome  friends,  I  proceeded  to  Portici  in 
the  evening,  in  order  to  afcend  as  much  as 
fhould  be  practicable  of  the  mountain. 
But  the  Guides  refufed  to  condu*St  us,  and 
urged  the  danger  of  making  this  experiment 
in  fo  early  a  ftage  of  the  eruption.  In  the 
interim  we  were  leJ  to  a  fort  of  terrace* 
from  which  a  full  and  near  view  was  ob- 
tained of  all  that  was  pafling  upon  the  fum- 
mit  of  tii  nv  untain.  The  fpedacle  was 
grand  beyond  defcription ;  volumes  of  red 
fmoke  rofe  from  the  crater,  and  filled  the 
atmofphere  with  fulphur.  This  was  ac- 
companied with  the  repeated  difcharge  of 
hot  flones,  which  iflfued,  with  the  report  of 
thunder.     It  feemed  from  the  fymptoms  of 

7  interna! 
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internal  agitation,  and  the  rumbling  founds 
which  fhook  the  bate,  as  though  the  fiery 
matter  were  impatient  of  confinement ;  and 
the  following  day  a  meflage  from  the 
mountain  announced  that  the  lava  had 
begun  to  flow.  A  fecond  expedition  was 
now  refolved  upon  for  the  approaching 
night,  and  it  was  particularly  favourable 
to  the  fcenery  of  Vefuvius,  that  neither 
moon  nor  ftar  were  difcernible  above  the 
horizon. 

The  Crater  of  the  Mountain  was  now 
wrapped  in  flames,  emitting  inceflant  mow- 
ers of  red-hot  ftones,  and  vaft  volumes  of 
red  fmoke.  From  its  fide  gufhed  a  ftream 
of  liquid  fire,  defcending  flowly  to  its  bafe. 
The  whole  fpeclacle,  as  viewed  from  Naples, 
and  particularly  from  Portici,  was  ftupen- 
doufly  grand  and  impreffive.  Furnifhed 
with  torches,  we  began  our  march,  and  it 
was  our  intention  to  afcend,  ifpoflible,  to 
the  very  chafm  from  which  the  lava  de- 
fended ;  but  after  many  ineffectual  expe^ 

k  4  riments., 
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riments,  which  the  darknefs  rendered  not  a 
little  hazardous,  this  defign  was  relinquifh- 
ed.  More  than  once,  as  we  mounted,  a 
volley  of  ftones,  fhot  from  the  Crater,  were 
feen  rolling  towards  the  parts  over  which 
we  were  climbing.  The  thick  afhes  ho\\> 
ever  impeded  the  velocity  of  their  motion, 
and  rendered  it  fufficiently  eafy  to  efcape 
the  danger,  by  a  due  exercife  of  vigilance 
and  caution.  The  Guide  admonifhed  us  in 
all  thefe  cafes  to  halt,  and  ftriftly  conform 
to  his  inftrudtions.  At  length,  after  an 
irkfome  and  circuitous  journey,  we  arrived 
at  a  craggy  point  near  the  fummit,  from 
which  the  orifice  of  the  lava  was  diftindtly 
vifible,  while  the  whole  ftream  itfelf  moved 
in  folemn  majefiy  before  us.  Our  fituation 
was  fuch,  as  to  allow  me  to  kindle  my 
torch  from  the  burning  matter.  Here  we 
took  our  ftand  upon  a  pile  of  folid  lava, 
and  contemplated  to  full  advantage  every 
circumftance  that  entered  into  this  wonderful 
fcene, 
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Image  to  yourfelf  the  thundering  founds 
of    repeated  explofion — the    heated   ftones 
defcending   from  the  Crater,  and  the  gufts 
of  flame  breaking   forth   at  intervals,  and 
you  will  have  a  faint   idea  of  thofe  awful 
fublimities  which  no  reprefentation  of  pen 
or  pencil  can  adequately  convey.    The  fiery 
torrent  defcends  with  great  regularity,  and 
difcovers  no  fymptoms  of  agitation  or  ve- 
locity.    The  orifice  itfelf  is  by  no  means 
uniform  in  the  quantity,  or  mode  of  its  dis- 
charge.    At  intervals  it  vomits  the  inflam- 
mable matter  with  fuch  violence,  as  greatly 
to  agitate  the   atmofphere,    and    fhake  the 
whole  extent  of  the   mountain,     A   great 
portion  of  the  night  was  fpent  in  viewing 
this   majeftic   fcene.      The  Guides   having 
fuggefted  the  danger  which  a  pofTible  change 
of  wind  might  create,  in  altering  the  di- 
rection of  the  fmoke,  we  took  our  leave  of 
the  mountain,  and  returned  to  Naples  before 
day-break.    An  hour's  toiling  upon  my  bed 
was  the  only  repofe  I  obtained,  when  the 

period 
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period  of  our  departure  was  announced, 
and  I  left  Naples  with  a  fentiment  in  which 
fatisfa&ion  and  regret  were  almoft  equally 
blended* 
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Rome,  March  8,  1792, 

TTPON  re-entering  the  gates  of  Rome, 
my  mind,  glowing  with  images  of  paft 
delight,  was  filled  with  ftrong  recollection 
of  all  thofe  fublimities  with  which  it  had 
once  converfed,  and  anticipated  the  luxury 
of  treading  a  fecond  time  the  fame  enchant- 
ing round  :  but,  alas !  that  eflential  ingre- 
dient in  human  pleafures,  novelty \  was  want- 
ing. The  fcenes,  though  wonderful,  were 
diftin£tly  known  5  and  gazing  upon  the 
furrounding  objects,  I  fighed  to  find  that 
"  ignorance  is  blifs."  A  day  or  two  more 
will  terminate  my  refidence  in  this  capital ; 

and 
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and  in  leaving  Rome  I  fliall  find  little  fub- 
je£t  for  regret  in  ought  but  the  monuments 
of  art  and  grandeur  that  I  leave  behind.  I 
have  feen  here  no  difplays  of  hofpitality,  and 
witnefled  no  circulation  of  friendly  fenfi- 
bilities.  All  is  pride  and  oftenration  with- 
out ;  all  is  coldnefs  and  referve  within. 
Splendid  equipages  and  brilliant  levees  are 
the  obje&s  of  competition  among  the  great ; 
and  the  inferior  orders  appear  to  feel  no 
higher  ambition,  than  that  of  flaring  at  the 
one,  or  bowing  down  at  the  other.  Wide 
is  the  gulph  in  this  metropolis  between  the 
great  and  the  mean  ;  and  yet,  great  and 
mean  are  only  marked  by  that  nominal 
diftinclion,  which,  as  by  the  force  of  fome 
Gothic  enchantment,  exalts  and  ennobles  the 
meagre  cavalier  who  pines  on  macaroni — - 
and  excludes  from  the  elevated  circles  of 
fociety,  the  merchant,  who  is  daily  adding, 
by  his  ufeful  and  aftive  exertions,  to  the 
wealth  and  profperity  of  his  country. 

Th« 
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The  accent  of  the  Romans  in  pronoun- 
cing their  language,  is  with  me  a  fubjeft  of 
much  admiration.  There  is  an  opennefs, 
a  diftin£tnefs,  and  a  rotundity,  which  ren- 
ders the  words,  in  the  mod  ordinary  and 
rapid  utterance,  audible,  precife,  and  har- 
monious. Their  oaths,  which  have  an  ha- 
bitual and  difgufting  reference  to  the  Crofs, 
the  Virgin,  &c.  are  ftrangely  blended  in 
common  converfation,  with  the  "  face  and 
"  blood  of  Bacchus,"  and  other  remains  of 
heathenifh  imprecation. 

Nothing  can  reprefent  more  ftrikingly 
the  fall  of  Gallic  IViajefty,  than  the  affem- 
blies  of  the  Cardinal  de  Bernis.  This  pre- 
late, who  has  for  fo  many  years  reprefented 
the  French  Monarch  at  the  Court  of  Rome, 
and  whofe  fplendid  hofpitality  has  been  fo 
long  and  jullly  famed,  now  exhibits  in  his 
meagre  entertainments,  the  reduced  efta- 
bliihment  of  his  diplomatic  fun&ions.  The 
fugitive  Aunts  of  Louis  occupy  apartments 
in  the  fame  palatial  manfion,  and  regularly 

make 
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make  their  appearance  on  his  public  nights 
to  receive  the  compliments  of  the  circle. 
The  Abbe  Mauri,  on  his  arrival,  was  wel- 
comed with  warm  congratulations  ;  and  the 
Conclave  are  fuppofed  to  be  preparing  for 
him,  thofe  honours  which  his  fervices  claim. 
He  is  a  man  of  very  commanding  perfon, 
of  a  hardy  and  dauntlefs  front,  and  appears 
every  way  qualified  to  fupport  a  high  cha- 
racter iii  the  church  militant.  The  Aunts 
are  models  of  all  that  is  at  once  antique  and 
venerable.  Their  dreffes  are  obfolete;  but 
their  countenances,  clothed  in  the  garb  of 
grief,  render  it  impoffible  to  view  them, 
with  any  other  emotions  than  thofe  of  re- 
fpedl  and  fympathy.  The  aged  Cardinal  is 
himfeif  a  fhadow  ;  misfortune  has  overtaken 
him  in  the  vale  of  years ;  and  bitter  muft, 
in  fuch  circumftances,  be  the  converfiofi  of 
homage  and  refpe£t  into  pity  and  condo- 
lence. The  Holy  Father  muft  doubtlefs 
take  a  lively  fhare  of  intereft  in  thefe  per- 
fonal  reverfes.    His  age  fnay  poflibly  fecufe 

to 
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to  himfelf  a  peaceful  demife;  and  thus  the 
fingle  niche  in  the  Vatican  now  remaining, 
may  receive  the  ftatue  of  Pius  VI.  But  I 
cannot  prevail  upon  myfrif  to  believe  that 
another  niche  will  ever  be  carved  ;  or  that 
the  Keys  of  St.  Peter  will  have  the  virtue  of 
a  fceptre  in  the  hands  of  a  fucceffor. 

Great  caution  is  ufed  in  refpe£t  to  the 
admiffion  of  the  Emigrant  French ;  and 
ftrong  credentials  muft  be  produced  to  ob- 
tain footing  upon  the  ecclefiaftical  domains. 
The  difficulty  of  diftinguifning  the  Sheep 
from  the  Wolves  is  the  great  foundation  of 
this  precaution.  Which  are  the  Sbeep>  and 
which  the  Wolves^  I  am  nofobliged  to  fay. 
But,  however  difputable  the  application  of 
terms,  I  deplore  the  fate  of  thofe  whofe 
tank  and  fortune  were  their  only  crimes. 
I  have  met  with  individuals  of  that  defcrip- 
tion,  whofe  cafe  demanded  the  tendereft 
fympathy.  The  greater  number  of  thofe 
who  have  fled,  are  unfortunately  charac- 
terized by  fufFerings  lefs  operative  of  fym- 
pathy 
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pathy  and  refpedh  Pride,  volatility,  and 
vain  boafling,  are  qualities  which,  however 
they  may  glitter  in  the  funfhine  of  profperity, 
emit  no  cheering  rays  in  traverfing  the  vale 
of  adveriity. 

Thofe  who  contemplate  the  great  phe- 
nomenon of  an  empire  convulfed  by  a  re- 
volution the  moft  general  and  complete  the 
world  ever  faw,  find  a  difficulty  in  believing 
— that  the  butterfly  corps,  who  with  well- 
bred  apathy  affed  to  laugh  at  the  diftant 
fcene,  as  of  trivial  moment  and  tranfient 
duration,  have  themfelves  been  witnefles  of 
the  mighty  explofion  ;  and  have  efcaped 
with  imminent  hazard  from  the  crafh  of 
national  ruin. 
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Leghorn,  March  17,  1791* 

TT  is  now  nearly  a  week  fmce  we  turned 
our  backs  upon  Rome,  and  fought,  along 
the  ridge  of  the  Apennine,  the  route  to 
Sienna.  As  our  equipage  was  not  upon  a 
very  fmall  fcale,  we  were  compelled  to  fub- 
mit  to  a  multiplicity  of  inconveniences.  The 
three  days  which  it  took  us  to  afcend  to 
Radicofani,  the  higheft  fummit  of  Appen- 
nine  on  this  route,  wrere  days  of  bleak  and 
ftormy  weather ;  the  wind  on  this  elevated 
fituation  blowing  with  a  degree  of  violence 
fcarcely  known  in  humbler  regions.  The 
ancient  Mons  Ciminus  (now  la  Montagna) 
was  palled  in  our  fecond  day,  by  a  rough 
and  fteep  afcent.  At  length,  after  a  tedious 
and  boifterous  journey  of  four  days,  we 
1  found 
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found  ourfelves  fafely  houfed  at  the  antient 
city  of  Sienna. 

Thofe  who  have  examined  the  rarities  of 
this  place,  report  that  manufcripts  of  much 
curiofity  are  preferved  in  the  archives  of  its 
Cathedral ;  and  thofe  who  have  refided 
among  its  inhabitants,  pay  many  compli- 
ments to  their  hofpitality*  For  my  own 
part,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  acquaintance 
with  the  one  or  the  other.  Our  progrefs 
to  Leghorn  was  completed  by  rapid  ad- 
vances, in  two  additional  days ;  and  we 
had  the  good  fortune  to  find  the  weather 
improve  in  an  equal  proportion  with  the 
country.  The  vines  appeafed  in  a  ftate  of 
great  forwardnefs,  and  all  announced  the 
happy  effects  of  a  benign  and  liberal  go* 
vernment* 

It  is  vulgarly  remarked,  that  there  are 
myfteries  in  every  trade :  an  incident  which 
occurred  on  my  way  to  Luftra  Bianca,  con- 
firmed, divertingly  enough,  the  tnith  of  this 
obfervation.  It  was  in  a  little  town,  whofe 
vol.  ii,  l  name 
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name  1  do  not  know,  that  looking  from  the 
window  of  the  inn,  I  perceived  a  man,  who, 
from  the  folemn  air  he  affumed,  wore  the 
appearance  of  an  itinerant  preacher.  Re*- 
marking  that  he  was  not  unattended  to  by 
thofe  who  were  walking  the  ftreets,  I  took 
my  ftation  conveniently  near,  in  order  to 
Men  to  the  harangue  he  had  begun.  As 
he  fpoke  the  pure  Tufcan,  I  was  able  to  fol- 
low without  interruption.  His  fermon  (for 
fuch  it  was)  abounded  in  figurative  ex- 
preflions,  and  fcriptural  quotations.  He 
called  upon  his  auditory  to  recollect,  "  that 
"  the  period  was  coming,  when  a  great 
"  phenomenon  would  be  exhibited.  Then 
"  fliall  be  feen,"  faid  the  preacher,  u  the 
"  glorious  fpectacle  of  cherubim  and  fera- 
"  phim  in  the  clouds.  The  gates  of  Para- 
u  dife  will  be  opened  on  the  one  hand,  and 
"  the  gates  of  Hell  on  the  other  ;  and  the 
u  foul — that  ray  of  divine  light — fhall  be 
"  received  into  everlafting  manfions  of  hap- 
«*  pinefs  or  mifery.     What  then,  fay  you, 

«  ihall 
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"  fhall  we  do  that  the  gates  of  Paradife 
"  may  be  opened  to  us  ?  Give  alms,  my 
,f  brethren — give  alms — for,  as  the  divine 
"  St.  Auftin  fays,  "  Elemofyne  fono  la 
"  chiave  del  Paradifo — Alms  are  the  key 
"  that  opens  Paradife." 

Then,  making  a  momentary  paufe,  he 
lowered  his  voice,  and  concluded  with  "  Io 
u  fono  poverello — I  am  a  poor  man,  and 
ic  need  your  charity."  His  guide  now  col- 
lected the  alms  of  the  hearers,  while  the 
preacher,  elevating  his  voice  to  its  former 
pitch,  recapitulated  all  the  frightful  denun- 
ciations he  had  before  uttered  againft  the 
uncharitable.  He  was  heard  with  profound 
attention ;  and  every  one  eagerly  contri- 
buted his  mite,  in  order  to  fecure,  by 
fo  cheap  a  purchafe,  the  future  joys  of 
heaven. 


I  2 
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Leghorn 


TT  is  impoffibie  to  pafs  from  the  barren 
tracks  of  the  Carnpagna,  into  the  lufcious 
plains  of  Tufcany,  without  making  compa- 
rifons,  which  leave  no  very  favourable  im- 
preffion  of  the  Roman  fyflern  of  govern- 
ment. The  afpedt  of  a  country  in  its  lands 
and  its  villages,  is  to  me  the  index  of  its  po- 
litical conftitution  ;  and  I  could  never  be 
brought  to  think  that  government  radically 
good,  which  fuifers  its  lands  to  lie  in  wafte, 
and  its  villages  to  fink  in  ruins. 

From  Sienna  to  Leghorn,  I  was  delighted 
with  a  picture — at  once  new  and  confola- 
tory — of  fertility*  neatnefs,  and  plenty. 
The  Hoping  hills  were  covered  with  grain, 
whofe  blade  was  rapidly  advancing  5  olives 
9  fhaded; 
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fhaded  the  lefs  fruitful  quarters  :  vines  of 
luxuriant  growth  formed  the  bounds  of  fe- 
paration  ;  and  corn,  wine,  and  oil  feemed 
the  growth  of  every  acre.  The  villages 
were  clean  and  chearful ;  the  farms  were 
fcattered  in  due  and  convenient  diftribu- 
tion  ;  and  the  eye,  in  pafling  over  a  track 
illumined  by  the  face  of  plenty,  took  in  a 
view  that  warmed  the  heart.  In  travelling 
through  the  Roman  ftates,  all  around  pre- 
fents  a  dreary  and  revolting  picture ;  houfes 
untenanted,  lands  uncultivated,  and  even 
the  face  of  fociety  (where  it  is  feen)  de- 
formed by  indolence,  filth,  and  barbarity. 

In  accounting  for  this  political  problem, 
two  capital  errors  in  the  governing  fyrtem 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  Thefirft  of  thefe 
is,  the  high  and  difcouraging  import  levied 
upon  the  grain  produced.  The  farmers 
are  obliged  to  fell  their  corn,  or  at  leaft  to 
furnifh.  a  ftipulated  quantity,  to  the  apofto- 
lical  chamber,  at  a  reduced  price.  The 
parties  who  (hall  furnifh  this    grain,   and 
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the  quota  which  each  fhall  be  refponfible 
for,  are  afligned  by  the  comptroller  of  the 
chamber,  who  may  have  his  reafons  for  not 
putting  in  the  lift,  fome  of  the  moft  opulent 
and  powerful  fubjecls  of  the  itate.  It  is  in 
the  firft  place  generally  efteemed  a  matter  of 
neceffary  courtefy,  to  except  from  fuch  ple- 
beian burdens  the  nephew,  or  principal  re- 
lation of  the  reigning  Pope.  Reafons 
equally  ftrong  may  move  the  courtly  feel- 
ings of  the  comptroller  in  favour  of  other 
families,  with  whom  it  is  neither  advan- 
tageous, nor  perfectly  fafe,  to  be  upon  liti- 
gious terms.  Thus  the  burthen  will  even- 
tually fall  upon  the  laborious  ranks,  who, 
compelled  to  bring  their  produce  to  a  bad 
market,  find  little  inducement  to  ftruggle 
for  a  plentiful  harveft. 

A  fecond  obftacle  to  general  improvement 
is  the  inconvenient  magnitude  of  the  farms. 
Thefe  are  ufually  of  fuch  extent,  that  the 
land  cannot  be  employed,  with  any  atten- 
tion to  variety  of  produce.     It  would  be 

the 
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the  journey  of  a  day,  to  pais  from  field  to 
barn  ;  and  the  landholder  would  not,  under 
the  prefent  circumftances,  find  his  account 
in  feeking  by  forced  induftry  to  multiply 
his  crops.  Would  the  reigning  powers  take 
fome  meafures  for  parcelling  out  the  terri- 
tory, and  dividing  the  farms ;  would  they, 
in  addition  to  this,  apply  their  taxation  ra- 
ther to  the  proportion  of  the  land,  than  of 
the  produce,    and    give  fome    fecurity  of 
poffeflion  for  a  term  of  years;  the  face  of 
the  country  might  then  affume  an  afpecl:  of 
civilization,    and   the   Campagna    excel   as 
much  in  produce,  as  it  does  in  fertility. 

Pope  Rezzonico  actually  faw  the  pro* 
priety,  and  was  defirous  of  trying  the  prac- 
ticability, of  thefe  reforms.  The  work, 
however,  flill  remains  among  thofe  happy 
improvements  which  it  is  judged,  from  fe- 
cret  motives,  wife  to  defer.  Doubtlefs,  the 
fabric  of  the  Roman  power  has  many  un- 
found  parts ;  and  it  may  be,  that  rottenefs 
has   corroded  its  effehtial  fupports.     Cau- 

l  4  tious 
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tious  policy  will  therefore  rather  ihelter 
under  its  imperfect  roof,  than  feek,  by  re* 
pairing  its  defeats,  to  hazard  its  fall. 


LETTER    CXVL 

Leghorn. 

*TpHERE  is  a  chearful  vivacity  in  the  afpe£t 
of  this  place,  which  conftitutes  to  an 
admirer  of  local  curiofities,  its  principal, 
and  almoft  its  only  value.  One  (Irak  and 
handfome  ftreet,  of  a  width  and  ftru&ure 
bordering  upon  magnificence,  is,  in  fad:, 
the  town ;  and  it  is  in  this,  that  merchants 
of  all  nations  find  a  rendezvous,  and  nego- 
ciate  the  great  bufmefs  of  commerce.  This 
ftreet  is  enlivened  by  an  expofure  of  mer- 
chandize, foreign  and  Englifh  ;  and  a  mot- 
ley croud  of  traders,  in  the  drefs  of  fifty 
different  nations,  are  parading  this  walk  of 
traffic  every  hour  of  the  day. 

The 
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The  concerns  of  politics  occupy  a  very 
fmall  fhare  of  the  public  attention,  in  this 
mart  of  commerce.     Rumours  are  however 
gone   out,  of    great  confufion   exifting  in 
Tufcany,  upon  the  fudden   demife  of  the 
Emperor.    The  Grand  Duke  is  departed  for 
Vienna  ;  and  general  opinion  in  thefe  parts, 
regards  the  change  as  injurious  in  a  high 
degree  to  the  emigrant  ariftocracy  of  France, 
whofe  hopes  were  ftrongly  flattered  by  the 
tractable  and  complying  humour  of  Leo- 
pold.    Whether  his   fucceffor   may    adopt 
the  fame  line  of  intrigue,  it  is  yet  too  earljr 
to  conjecture  ;  difficulties  however,  infepa- 
rable  from  the  commencement  of  a   new 
reign,  muft,  for  the  moment  at  leaft,  throve 
obftacles  in  the  way  of  ofTenfive  proceedings. 
The  Netherlands,  that  thorn  in  the  Impe- 
rial fide,  will  probably  take  advantage  of 
the  weaknefs,  which  ever y  defpotic  govern-* 
ment  feels  on  the  demife  of  its  head ;  and 
put   in  fome  claims,  inconvenient  to  the 
quiet  eftablifhment  of  a  fucceflbr.     Time 

will 
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will  however  more  perfectly  develope,  whe- 
ther the  projected  league  will  have  loft  or 
gained  by  this  change  ;  which  apparently 
affected  hv  fome  finifter  means,  muft  have 
fome  object,  difcoverable  only  in  its  accom- 
plifhment  or  defeat. 

Thefe  fpeculations  intereft  in  a  very  fmall 
degree  the  inhabitants  of  a  free  port;  to 
whom,  by  a  happy  policy,  the  commerce  of 
the  world  is  open.  They  rarely  inter- 
meddle with  the  queftion  of  war,  till  it  bears 
upon  their  own  immediate  concerns ;  and 
threatens,  by  raifing  the  rate  of  infurance 
and  interrupting  the  liberty  of  the  feas,  to 
bring  its  baneful  mifchiefs  into  the  channel 
of  their  gains.  It  is  an  amufement  in  which 
I  find  no  ordinary  pleafure,  to  mix  with 
the  multitude  which  daily  throngs  the  Ex- 
change. The  variety  of  complexion,  drefs, 
and  language,  added  to  the  lively  intereft 
which  every  countenance  wears,  renders  the 
whole  a  fcene  wThich  it  is  impoffible  to  con- 
temnlate  without  emotion.     This  pleafure 

derives 
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derives  increafe  from  the  comparifons  which 
I  cannot  fail  to  make,  between  the  objeds 
now  before  me,  and  thole  with  which  I 
have  been  for  thefe  laft  three  months  coti- 
verfant. 

The  church,    in  her  pure  and  limited 
eftablifhment,  is  a  national  good,  and  am- 
ply repays  the  revenues  fhe  receives,  by  the 
influence  fhe  pofTefles  over  the  morals  of  the 
community.     But    the    Roman   church   is 
characterized  only  by  avarice   and  luft  of 
dominion,  under  a  cloak  of  fanclity  and 
apoftolic  prefcription.     What  its  real  virtues 
are,  and  what  the  grounds  of  its  beft  de- 
fence, I   pretend  not  to  know.     I   cannot 
find  the  one  or  the  other,  in  the  morals  it 
promotes,  or  the  light  it  difFufes ;  I  cannot  fee 
them,  in  the  equity  of  its  laws,  or  the  libe- 
rality  of  its   government.     Its  roots  have 
indeed  (truck  deep  into  the  foil,  in   which 
it  has  flourifhed  for  fo  many  ages,  and  con- 
fufion  muft  enfue  from  any  violent  efforts 
to  feparate  them.     What  the  meafures  will 

be 
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be  that  Providence  may  employ,  to  compafs 
this  great  event,  rafhnefs  will  alone  predict. 
I  tremble  for  the  arts,  I  tremble  ftill  more 
for  the  guiltlefs  individuals  who  may  be 
abforbed  in  its  vortex ;  but  I  have  too 
much  refpect  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind, 
and  reliance  on  the  credit  of  prophecy,  to 
deprecate  the  fall  of  Babylon. 
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Leghorn,  March  20,  1792. 

Qince  my  laft,  I  have  indulged  a  curiofity 
which  has  never  abandoned  me,  of  vifit- 
ing  Genoa.  The  opportunity  of  a  fe- 
lucca bound  for  that  port  on  Tuefday  laft, 
was  announced  to  me  by  accident  in  the 
Strada  Ferdinanda.  I  clofed  with  the  cap- 
tain upon  very  moderate  terms ;  and  wrap- 
ping myielf  in  my  great  coat,  went  with 
little  farther  preparation,  on  board  in  the 

dufk 
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clufk  of  the  evening.  The  wind  was  flack 
the  whole  of  the  night,  and  morning  found 
ns  dill  in  light  of  the  coaft. 

It  is  impoffible  to  imagine  veffels  lefs 
adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  convenience, 
than  thole  which  pafs  under  the  name  of 
feluccas.  A  fmall  portion  of  the  deck  is 
indeed  covered  over  with  an  awning  of 
hair-cloth.  This  is  however  open  at  both 
ends,  in  order  that  the  pilot  may  have  a 
proper  view  of  the  courfe  he  is  fleering. 
Three  miferable  mattraffes  were  provided, 
upon  which  myfelf  and  two  comrades, 
whofe  faces  I  had  not  yet  diftinftly  feen, 
threw  our  wreary  limbs,  expofed  to  the  rude 
and  chilling  blafts  of  night.  The  light  of 
the  day  affifted  me  in  making  acquaintance 
with  the  countenances  of  thofe  in  whofe 
fociety  I  had  paffed  the  night.  The  firft 
was  a  Leghorn  merchant,  native  of  Tuf~ 
cany,  who  had  urgent  bufmefs,  as  he  told 
me,  at  Genoa  ;  and  had  therefore  hired  the 
veflel  on  condition,  that  no  money  waste. 

be 
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be  paid,  if  he  were  not  landed  at  Genoa 
before  the  arrival  of  the  courier.  Our 
other  companion  was  one  who,  like  myfelf, 
found  it  more  convenient  to  pay  for  a  part, 
than  the  whole  of  a  veffel ;  and  had  there- 
fore ftepped  in  at  the  moment  of  failing, 
upon  the  ftrength  of  a  fmall  gratuity.  He 
was  a  man  of  aclofe  and  fubtle  countenance, 
remarkably  tall,  and  fomewhat  emaciated. 

The  fubjeft  of  the  lotto  or  lottery,  which 
the  Leghorn  merchant  had  ftarted,  and 
which  is  amongft  Italians  the  prevailing 
topic  of  intereft  and  converfation,  loofened 
the  tongue  of  our  Piedmontefe  virtufo  ;  for 
fuch  I  afterwards  found  him  to  be.  "  With 
<c  refped  to  the  lottery,"  faid  he,  "  I  can 
cc  tell  you  fome  remarkable  turns  of  fortune 
"  that  have  lately  fallen  out.  Amongft  others, 
"  a  fervant  of  a  cavalier  has  juft  gained 
"  i8,aoo  crowns  ;  I  know  the  cavalier,  and 
"  have  witnefied  the  fad.  Catzo,"  faid  he, 
writh  invidious  emphafis,  "  che  benedetta 
bugerone  !  e  tutto  quefto  venne  de  cinque 
6  "  paoli — 
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"  paoli — What  a  lucky  rafcal !  and  all  this 
"  for  half  a  crown  !,; 

A  filence  of  confiderable  length  then  en- 
fued,  when  one  of  the  fallors  began  to  def- 
cant  upon  the  French  Revolution.  He  ar- 
gued the  point,  as  though  it  had  been  ef- 
fected by  a  company  of  merchants.  His 
harangue  appeared  to  excite  great  attention. 
"  Before  this  event,"  faid  he,  ft  the  no- 
"  bles  and  the  cavaliers  had  all  the  trade; 
w  but  now  the  people  have  got  it  into  their 
"  ownhands— Ecco  la  ragione!"  There  might 
be  fome  truth  in  what  he  affirmed,  but  he 
neverthelefs  explained  the  matter  fo  ill,  that 
the  Piedmontefe,  wTho  had  fat  all  the  time 
without  appearing  to  pay  him  any  atten- 
tion, now  unfolded  his  mufcles,  and  having 
haughtily  and  peremptorily  contradicted  in 
the  outfet  all  that  had  been  faid,  he  thus 
proceeded  :  "  Some  accidental  and  favour- 
"  ing  circumftances  had  created  a  certain 
"  fet  of  people  called  Nobility.  In.  pro- 
"  cefs  of  time  thefe  had  increafed  in  power, 

*c  wealth, 
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*c  wealth,  and  number,  to  a  vaft  degree  2 
"  and  no  one  was  confidered  as  of  any 
"  confequence  in  the  kingdom,  who  could 
"  not  boaft  of  his  blood  and  family.  Thefe 
"  were  diftin&ions  very  oppreilive  to  the 
"  nation.  At  length  the  body  of  the  peo- 
"  pie  became  fenfible,  that  fuch  difti  nations 
"  were  neither  natural  nor  reafonable* 
"  They  United,  therefore,  and  did  as  every 
"  enlightened  nation  will  do,  threw  off  the 
"  yoke — Ecco  la  racione!" 
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Tl/fY  attention  was  now  pointed  to  the 

.marbles  of  Carrara,     Thefe  quarries, 

varioufly   veined,    make   a   ftriking  figure 

when  viewed  from  the  fea.     From  them 

the   ftatuaries   of  Rome   principally   draw 

the 
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the  materials  of  their  art ;  and  blocks  of 
prodigious  fize  are  frequently  feen  entering 
the  Tiber.  It  was  not  without  extraordi- 
nary efforts  that  we  reached  before  night 
the  port  of  Lerici,  the  entrance  of  which  is 
not  without  its  beauty.  The  town  is  difpofed 
in  a  femi- circular  form  around  the  bay. 
The  gulf  of  Spezia  and  Porto  Veneris  enter 
into  the  compofition  of  this  pleafing  picture. 
The  Leghorn  merchant  undertook  to  con- 
duit me  to  a  fhelter  for  the  night.  It  being 
in  the  calendar  of  my  fcrupulous  compa- 
nion a  jour  maigre^  we  fatisfied  ourfelves 
with  a  broiled  fifli,  for  which  the  landlord 
had  the  moderation  to  demand  of  us  only 
a  crown  a- piece.  We  received  at  the  alba, 
or  dawn  of  day,  a  fummons  to  go  on  board; 
and,  by  the  time  that  we  had  cleared  out, 
the  rays  of  the  fun  were  beginning  to  play 
upon  the  rocks. 

In  paffing  the  gulph  of  Spezia,  the  failors 
reminded  us  of  thofe  happy  days  they  had 
pafled,  when  the  Englifh  (hips  of  war  were 
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ftationed  there  ;  and  exprefied  their  wifhes, 
that  fome  event  would  bring  the  navy  of 
England  again  Upon  their  coaft.  This  led 
to  panegyric  upon  the  brave  Englifh :  and, 
directing  themfelves  to  me,  they  intreated 
I  would  relate  to  them  fome  particulars  of 
the  great  Capitano  Cook.  When  I  re- 
counted his  voyages,  their  number,  and 
extent ;  when  I  enumerated  his  heroic  qua- 
lities, his  intrepidity,  his  amiable  manners, 
and  laftly  his  end,  they  liftened  with  admi- 
ration and  fenfibility.  The  captain  of  the 
veflel,  amongft  many  inquiries  concern- 
ing the  wonders  of  Britain,  faid,  "  I  have 
"  heard  that  you  burn  in  your  Englifti 
"  lamps,  oil  made  out  of  the  fat  of  whales : 
"  e  vero  ?  is  it  true  ?"  I  replied  in  the  af- 
firmative, and  worked  up  his  aftonifhment 
to  the  higheft  pitch  by  affuring  him,  that 
there  exifted  in  England  fuch  an  eftablifh- 
ment  as  the  Greenland  fiftiery ;  and  that 
not  only  the  fat  was  converted  into  oil  for 
our  lamps*  but  that  the  bones  themfelves 

were 
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were  ufed  up  in  drefles  for  the  ladies.  As 
my  credit  might  have  been  weakened  by 
proceeding  in  thefe  aftonifhing  relations,  I 
took  advantage  of  the  filent  furprize  of  the 
company,  to  inquire  of  the  virtuofo  re- 
fpe&ing  his  abfence.  He  anfwered  laconi- 
cally, that  he  had  pafled  the  night  at  a  houfe 
where  he  had  eaten  of  -eggs  and  foup,  and 
paid  in  the  morning  twenty  fols  of  Genoa 
for  his  fupper  and  bed. 

The  converfation  now  turning  upon  the 
different  taftes  of  men,  the  virtuofo  deli* 
vered  his  opinion,  that  the  more  rational 
pafiion,  in  relation  to  fubje&s  of  tafte,  was 
that  for  precious  ftones.  "  For,"  faid  he,"  if  a 
"  man  is  fond  of  pictures,  prints,  andftatues; 
"  what  infinite  difficulties  he  finds  in  the  way 
"  of  enjoyment!  If  paintings,  they  are  rent 
cf  in  the  carrying ;  if  prints,  they  are  da- 
*}  maged  in  the  folding ;  and  if  ftatues,  they 
"  are  injured  by  the  friction."  I  mentioned 
to  him  the  lucky  adventures  that  the  Englifh 
banker  at  Rome  had  made,  in  the  line  of 
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vertu: "Ah !"  faid  he, "  loncebought  a  ftone 
"  of  a  lad  in  the  fields  for  five  paols,  and 
"  afterwardsfolditforfixtyzechins."  "Yours 
"  then,"    faid  I,  "  muft  be  an  admirable 
"  trade, and  highly  lucrative."    "Ah,  Sir!" 
replied    he,   "  thefe   are   occurrences   that 
"  happen  once  or  twice  only  in  the  life  of  a 
"  man :  I  am  fearful  I  have  had  my  {hare 
"  of  good  luck.     Two  of  thefe  fortunate 
"  events  have  already  fallen  to  my  lot :  the 
"  fecond  of  thefe  was  with  a  prieft.    When 
"  I  was  in   Calabria,  a   certain  ftone,   for 
"  which  I  had    given   a  few  carlins,  was 
"  fancied  by  this  prieft,  who  offered  for  it 
"  ten  zechins.     In  addition  to  this,  I  de- 
"  manded,  and  he  acceded  to  my  demand^ 
of  felefiing  in  exchange  any  ftone  in  his 
collection.      The   ftone    upon   which    I 
"  fixed,  I  afterwards  fold  for  forty  zechins, 
"  and  this,"  concluded  he,  "  is  the  firft  time 
"  I  ever  got  any  thing  by  a  prieft." 

Calabria  having  been  mentioned,  I  took 
occafion  to  remark,  that  the  prince  of  Ca- 
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rignano  had  been  on  a  vifit  to  Naples  and 
Rome;  and  that  he  appeared  a  man  of 
very  awkward  and  unfinifhed  manners. 
"  Such,"  faid  he,  "  is  the  folly  of  our  court. 
"  They  exclude  the  princes  from  aflbciat- 
"  ing  with  the  reft  of  thei*  fellow-crea- 
"  tures  :  and  if  they  fend  them  out  to  tra- 
*c  vel,  put  them,  as  is  the  cafe  with  the 
"  prince  of  Carignano,  under  the  manage- 
"  ment  of  their  mother.  Hence  they 
"  learn  to  be  both  proud,  and  awkward. 
"  When  at  Geneva,  not  long  fince,  I  ufed 
"  to  go  on  a  morning  to  bathe ;  and,  after 
tc  fome  days,  I  found  that  a  fon  of  the  king 
"  of  England  was  bathing  at  the  fame  time, 
li  in  a  place  feparated  from  mine,  only  by 
"  a  flight  partition.  "  Cofpetto  !"  ex- 
claimed he  with  warmth,  "  a  Sardinian 
"  dared  not  approach  fo  near  the  prince  of" 
"  Carignano's  horfe-pond." 
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T^TOTHING  but  a  fucceflion  of  rocks  and 
mountains  is  to  be  feen  the  whole 
length  of  the  coaft  from  Lerici.  The  di- 
rect paffage  to  Genoa  by  land  lies  over 
thefe  precipitous  tra&s,  acceffible  only  to 
mules  or  horfes  of  the  country.  Thefe 
wilds  afford  a  nurfery  for  the  moft  daring 
robbers.  The  failors,  who  pointed  to  me 
the  various  windings,  aflured  me,  that 
piftols  were  the  only  arms  by  which  a  tra- 
veller in  this  route  could  expeft  to  oppofe 
with  apy  chance  of  fecurity  thefe  plun- 
derers. The  Jiead  of  the  gang  is  a  tnan, 
known  it  feems  by  the  name  of  Francef- 
coni,  a  very  intrepid  and  artful  villain,  and 
the  terror  of  the  country.  A  gentleman 
who  was  travelling  from  Genoa  acrofs  thefe 
mountains,  Hopped  at  a  houfe  where  Fran- 
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cefconi  was  taking  fome  refrefhment.  Pro- 
ceeding on  their  way,  the  traveller  remarked 
upon  the  robbers  in  this  country,  and  parti- 
cularly on  Francefconi.  "  For  my  part," 
faid  he,  "  I  carry  in  my  pocket  a  brace  of 
"  excellent  piftols,  with  which  I  think  I 
"  know  how  to  defend  myfelf."  On  this, 
Francefconi  requefted  to  view  them  ;  with 
which  his  companion  readily  complied. 
Then  taking  off  his  hat,  he  made  a  low 
bow,  and  thanked  him  for  the  piftols,  add- 
ing, with  an  odd  mixture  of  pleafantry  and 
generofity,  "  The  man  you  now  fee  before 
"  you  is  Francefconi,  head  of  the  robbers.*' 
Fie  then  left  him  thunderftruck  at  the 
event,  but  fatisfied  with  having  purchafed 
his  life  at  the  price  of  his  piftols* 

A  fair  wind  had  by  this  time  blown  us  to 
a  point,  from  which  Genoa  was  not  efti- 
mated  to  lie  more  than  twelve  miles ;  but 
a  fmall  portion  only  of  day-light  remaining,- 
and  a  flight  fall  of  rain  portending  in  the 
captain's  judgment  a  change  of  weather,  wtf 
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could  not  prevail  upon  him  to  pafs  a  little 
port  over  which  we  then  flood.     Here  we 
brought  to,  and  the  more  being  rocky  and  a 
perfect  fhoal,  we  were  mounted  upon  the 
failors  backs,  and  thus  carried  to  the  beach. 
The  name  of  this  port  was  Camucci,  and 
all  that  exifted  of  it  partook  greatly  of  the 
barbarous.     While  our   fifh  was  broiling, 
an  old  corpulent  Genoefe  factor  forced  me 
into  converfation ;  and  uttered,  in  a  voice 
like  thunder,  the  praifes  of  the  Englifh.  He 
feemed,  however,  to  think  the  Englifh  could 
not  be  properly  praifed,  except  the  French 
were  firft  execrated.     "  The  French/'  faid 
he,  "  are  common   thieves.      The  Turks 
u  call  them  falfa  iejla^  falfe  head,  and  we 
" falfo  cruore^  falfe  heart.     They  ftole  Cor- 
"  fica   from  us,    and  they  robbed  y#u  of 
"  America,  and  now  they  are  robbing  each 
*c  other.     Oh  !"  exclaimed  he,  clapping  his 
hands  with  violence,  "  they  pay  for  their 
f:  crimes,  they  pay  for  their  crimes !  They 
^  talk  here,"   continued  he,  "  of  a  league 
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4<  between  them  and  your  nation,  but  that's 
€i  impoffible.     I  wonder  you  do  not  take 
this    opportunity    of    deftroying    them. 
Here,  Sir,  we  deteft  a  Frenchman,  but  it 
is   a   proverb  among   us — "  Che  1'ifoJa 
"  degli  Inglcfi,  e  l'ifola  degli  angeli — The 
"  ifland  of  the  Englifh  is  an  ifland  of  an- 
"  gels."  Thefe  expreffions  he  delivered  with 
great  noife  and  emphafis  ;  and  his  oracles 
were  uttered  in  the  midft  of  thick  clouds  of 
tobacco-fmoke.     I  thanked  him  for  the  ho- 
nor he  did  my  nation ;  and  wifhing  pros- 
perity to  the  Genoefe,  mounted  to  the  apart- 
ment in  which   my  fellow  voyagers  were 
preparing  to  regale  on  the  broiled  fifh. 

The  virtuofo  expanded  as  the  day  declined, 
and  after  fupper  drew  from  his  pocket  an 
intaglio,  which  he  laid  before  us.  We 
handled  it  however  with  fo  little  fkill,  and 
praifed  it  with  fo  little  fcience,  that  he 
proceeded  no  farther  in  his  exhibition.  The 
weather  had  become  tempeftuous,  agreeably 
to  the  captain's  prediction;    and  the   fea 

had1 
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had  acquired  in  the  morning  a  very  formi- 
dable appearance.       The    condition   under 
which  our  captain  was  bound   determined 
him  to  put  to  Tea  if  poflible  ;  and  we  did  at 
length,  not  without  much  rifk  and  difficulty, 
get  clear  of  the  fhoals.     Our  virtuofo  had 
too  much  refpe£t  for  himfelf  and  his  trea- 
fures,  to  be  of  our  party  any  longer ;  and 
bidding  us  adieu,  refolved  to  finifh  his  ex- 
pedition on  foot.     After  nearly  five  hours 
toffing  upon   a  fea,  which  threw  us   at  its 
pleafure  in  every  dire&ion,  we  at   length 
reached  the  point,  to  and  from  which  we 
had  been  alternately  tending  and  receding ; 
and  a  little  after  mid-day,  floated  with  a 
gentle  current  into  the  harbour  of  Genoa. 
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ti/tuch  has  been,  and  too  much  cannot  be, 

faid  of  the   grand  coup  d^ceil^  which 

the  harbour  of  Genoa  prefents  to  the  fea. 
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The  fcenery  for  many  miles  is  of  a  very 
charming  character,  gardens  and  country 
manfions  covering  the  coaft  to  a  great  ex- 
tent; and  the  town  difcovers  itfelf  upon  en- 
tering the  port,  a  perfect  theatre  of  regular 
and  majeftic  beauty.  A  very  decent  man 
tendered  me  his  fervices  in  difembarking 
from  the  felucca  ;  and  under  his  conduct  I 
was  rowed  to  that  part  of  the  fhore  which 
connected  with  his  hotel. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  afforded  me 
ample  leifure  to  examine  thofe  parts  of  this 
fuperb  city,  which  are  mod  ftriking  to  the 
eye.  A  very  charming  promenade  is 
formed  upon  the  walls  of  the  harbour,  from 
which,  on  one  hand,  is  viewed  the  city  with 
the  hills  rifing  behind  it;  and  on  the  other, 
the  veffels  riding  at  anchor,  and  a  boundlefs 
extent  of  the  fea.  The  houfes  are  carried 
to  a  furprifing  height ;  and,  owing  to  the 
fhelving  foundations  on  which  they  reft, 
rife  one  above  another  in  a  manner  Angu- 
larly ftriking ;  I  counted  as  many  as  nine 

ftories 


i72  LETTER    CXX.  - 

ftories  in  feveral  of  thefe;  which,  in  addition 
to  their  habitable  floors,  were  turreted  with 
galleries,  or  otherwife  crowned  with  fome 
ornament  of  fancy.  Paintings  in  various 
characters  and  colors,  fuch  as  arabefques, 
chiariofcuros,  &c.  covered  their  fronts ; 
and,  though  deftitute  of  all  pretenfions  to 
tafte  and  elegance,  gave  a  glow  to  the  ge- 
neral view,  and  rendered  them  collectively 
grand  and  impreffive. 

The  ftreets  are  univerfally  narrow,  and 
almoft  as  univerfally  clean  :  thofe  efpeclally 
in  which  the  traffic  of  the  town  is  car- 
ried on,  have  only  the  width  of  a  foot-path, 
but  are  rendered  lively  by  the  apparent  ac- 
tivity of  trade,  and  the  variety  of  brilliant 
and  crowded  {hops.  The  whole  city  is 
built  upon  the  brow  and  fhelvings  of  moun- 
tains ;  and  {lands,  in  its  different  quarters, 
upon  bafes  fo  various  and  unequal,  that  no- 
thing but  art  and  induflry,  ftirnulated  by 
the  powerful  impulfe  of  commercial  ncccjfity, 
could  have  conneded  at  all  the  feveral  parts, 

or 
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or  have  imparted  any  thing  like  com- 
modioufnefs  or  uniformity  to  the  whole. 
Sometimes  the  ftreet  defcends  and  paffes  by 
the  cellars,  at  other  times  it  mounts  and 
coafts  along  the  roofs  of  the  houfes;  and 
all  this  is  effected  without  that  portion  of  in- 
convenience which  might  reafonably  be  ex- 
pected, and  with  little  or  no  detriment  to 
the  general  view. 

It  is  impofiible  to  tread  among  thefe  mo* 
numents   of  human   induftry,  without  en- 
tertaining  exalted  conceptions  of  that  energy, 
by  which  they  were  planned  and  effected. 
The  Ponte  di  Carignano  is  really  an  effort, 
which  may  well  be  clafled  with  the  exer- 
tions of  the  mod  renowned  times.     This  is 
a  bridge  of  an  aftonifiiing  height,  paffing 
from  one  mountain  to  another,  with  the 
boldnefs  of  Roman  architecture.     Formerly 
a  river  defcended  along  the  valley,  which 
feparates  thefe  mountains.     The  courfe  of 
the  river  was  diverted,  this  bridge  was  con- 
ftru£ted  ;  and  thus  a  communication  being 

eftablifhed 
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eftablifhed  between  the  two  parts  of  the 
city,  the  valley  was  quickly  rendered,  by 
the  fame  fpirit  of  induftrious  enterprize, 
conveniently  habitable,  and  it  is  now  co- 
vered with  houfes,  and  populoufly  inhabited 
in  every  part.  What  renders  this  work  ftill 
more  furprifing,  is,  that  it  was  the  defign 
and  atchieveraent  of  an  individual ;  and  it 
(lands  as  a  perpetual  monument  of  what  may 
be  effected  jtowards  the  removal  of  local  diffi- 
culty, by  the  powerful  impetus  of  commer- 
cial induftry  and  public  fpirit* 
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a  rapid  excurfion  through  the  cham- 
bers of  half  a  dozen  palaces,  left  on  my 
mind  a  confufed  impreffion  of  almoft  as 
many  beauties.  The  general  caft  of  thefe 
was  magnificent ;  and  exhibited,  in  the 
multitude  of  their  apartments,  the  intricacy 

of 
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of  a  labyrinth,  rather  than  the  inconveni- 
ence of  a  manfion.  The  palace  of  Fran- 
cefco  Balbi,  to  which  I  was  firft  conducted, 
had  little  to  boaft  in  the  line  of  architecture, 
or  decoration :  its  moft  valued  excellencies 
lay  in  the  collection  of  paintings  ;  and  you 
will  not  expect  that  I  fhould  deliver  a  fo- 
lemn  lecture  upon  productions  which  re- 
ceived from  me  but  a  tranfient  contem- 
plation. 

The  Palazzo  Roflb,  or  Red  Palace,  re- 
ceived me  upon  ifluing  from  the  Palazzo 
Balbi ;  though  they  were  no  otherwife  con- 
tiguous than  by  that  pofition  which  they 
occupied  in  my  lift.  The  exterior  of  this 
palace,  as  its  name  denotes,  is  daubed  with 
a  red  colouring ;  and  ill  expreffes  the  extent 
and  magnificence  which  prevail  within.  I 
cannot  forbear  remarking,  that  amongft  the 
paintings  in  this  palace,  which  all  who  view 
muft  admire,  there  is  one  that  it  is  difficult 
to  endure*  This  is  the  decollated  and  reek- 
ing head  of  Holofernes,  in  the  hand  of  Ju- 
dith, 
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dith.  The  pencil  of  Paul  Veronefe  had 
doubtlefs  given  to  this  revolting  fubjed,  all 
the  proper  touches  of  nature  and  circum- 
ftance ;  but  it  would  demand  the  blunted 
feelings  of  an  anatornift,  to  contemplate  and 
approve.  The  chambers,  the  ornaments, 
and  the  decorations  of  this  palace  were  fur- 
prifing.  Beneath  the  apartments  of  ordinary 
refidence,  were  chambers  formed  exprefsly  as 
an  afylum  in  the  feafon  of  heat ;  thefe  con- 
fifted  in  alcoves,  baths,  recefles,  and  all  the 
conceivable  inventions  of  luxurious  opu- 
lence. It  fhould  feem  that  one  fuch  palace 
would  be  judged  fufficient  for  one  pro- 
prietor 5  it  appears,  however,  that  this  is  only 
one  of  three,  which  conftitute  the  property 
of  its  owner. 

The  palace  of  Durazzo  was  the  next 
which  fell  in  the  order  of  my  tour;  and  the 
entrance  to  this  announced  its  character 
with  an  air  of  magnificence,  to  which  no  one 
I  had  yet  feen  could  pretend.  In  addition 
to  a  countlefs  fuite  of  apartments  hung  with 

paintings 
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paintings  of  every  fchool,  here  was  a  gal- 
lery, the  pannels  of  which  were  overlaid 
with  refledtors,  and  which  was  itfelf  fur- 
nifhed  with  a  colle&ion  of  ftatues  of  antient 
and    modern    workmanfliip  :     the    palace 
opened  behind  upon  a  terrace*  which  con- 
nected  with   a    handfome   theatre,    form- 
ing itfelf  an  appendage  to  the  proprietor's 
domains.    An  event,  ftrange  and  unnatural^ 
has  lately  caufed  this  noble  palace  to  change 
its  matters.     The  prefent  pofleflor  was  de- 
fcending  at  the  moment  in  which  I  entered 
the  hall ;  and  obferving  him  drefled  in  a 
mourning  fuit,  I  took  occafion  to  afk  the 
caufe,  and  learned,  that  the  late  benefa&or  • 
w7as  a  man  of  great  avarice,  who  refufed  even 
the  neceffaries  of  life  to  his  own  family* 
This    feverity    Was    particularly    exercifed 
againft  his   youngeft  fon ;    who,   wearied 
with  repeated  attempts  to  foften  his  father, 
refolved  to  murder  him.     For  this  purpofe 
he  repaired  to  Genoa,  folicited  an  interview^ 
and  again  implored  the  compaffion  of  his 
vol.  n.  N  father  j 
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father;  which  being  refufed,'the  fon.  drew 
out  a  piftol,  and  fhot  him.  He  is  now 
under  confinement  for  this  atrocious  a£t; 
and  no  one  pretends  to  conjecture  what 
kind  of  fentence  he  will  be,  called  upon  to 
fuffer.  It  is  not  however  apprehended,  that 
any  extraordinary  feverity  will  be  employed 
againft  a  man,  whofe  only  crime  is  qflajfi- 
nation ;  and  there  are  ftronger  reafons  for 
fuppofing  that  lenity  will  prevail,  as  the 
affair  is  hulhed  up  with  all  convenient  in- 
duftry,  and  the  elder  fon,  who  was  the 
per  fon  I  faw,  is  enjoying  quiet  pofleffion  of 
the  hereditary  fortunes. 
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Tr%ATiGUED  with  the  glare  of  palaces,  I 

intreated  my  guide  to  indulge  my  cu- 

riofity  with  a  fight  of  thofe  public  inftitu- 

t:oas,   in  which  fplendor  and  utility  are 

combined. 
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combined.  The  "  Albergo  de  Poveri,"  or 
Poor-honfe^  was  the  firft  to  which  I  was  in- 
troduced; and  it  offered  a  feaft  to  the  bet- 
ter paffions  of  the  heart,  to  be  told,  that 
two  thoufand  individuals,  men,  women,  and 
children,  are  fupported  upon  this  liberal 
foundation.  The  building  is,  in  its  prefent 
unfinifhed  ftate,  of  confiderable  magnitude  ; 
and,  when  brought  to  the  projected  per- 
fection, will  be  without  parallel. 

All  inftitutions  for  the  public  good  have 
their  fluctuations,  and  human  management 
will  partake  of  human  frailties,  not  to  fay  cor- 
ruptions. This  charity  does  not  appear  to 
have  funk  into  any  notorious  abufe,  nor  to 
have  forfeited,  in  any  great  degree,  its  claim 
to  public  refpeft.  I  have  heard  it  faid,  that 
under  the  adminiftration  of  a  particular  Doge, 
its  ufes  were  rendered  eminently  great ;  the 
poor  of  all  defcriptions  were  received  into 
this  afylum  :  thus  the  ftreets  were  cleared  of 
beggars  and  vagabonds,  and  thofe'who  re- 

N  2  fufed 
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fufed  to  feek  its  prote&ion,  were  compelled 
to  feel  its  reftraints. 

Amongft  the  colle&ion  of  buildings  ap- 
propriated to  thefe  hofpitable  purpofes,  are 
a  church  of  fingular  neatnefs,  and  chapels 
for  the  daily  and  diftind:  devotions  of  the 
different  fexes.  A  very  exquifite  relief  of 
Michael  Angelo,  expreffing  the  Virgin  and 
her  dead  fon,  is  efteemed,  as  it  well  de- 
fences, an  invaluable  ornament  of  the  Pau- 
pers Church.  It  was  fortunately  the  hour 
of  dining  when  I  paffed  through  the  wo- 
men's apartments ;  and  I  had  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  a  long  proceffion  of  children, 
under  the  condud:  of  the  lady  abbefles,  de- 

fcend  to  the  hall.  On  their  way,  they  fung 
a  facred  fervice  ;  and  when  they  had  taken 
their  feats,  I  was  permitted  to  move  along 
the  ranks,  from  one  extremity  to  the  other 
of  a  fpacious  faloon,  and  witnefs  the  great 
and  comfortable  provifion  with  which  they 
were  fupplied.  The  houfe  is  by  no  means 
filled  equal  to  its  powers  of  accommodation. 

In 


LETTER    CXXII.  i8r 

In  the  laft  war,  I  underftand,  the  Genoefe 
quartered  eighteen  thoufand  prifoners  on  the 
women's  fide.  Allowance  muft  however  be 
made  for  the  little  indulgence,  which  the 
courtefy  of  fome  countries  make  it  neceflary 
to  fliow  to  thole  whom  the  chance  of  war  has 
thrown  upon  the  State. 

From  the  a  Poor-houfe,"  I  pafled  to  the 
"  hofpital."  This  is  an  inftitution,  which, 
in  point  of  liberality,  has  no  rival  in  Eu- 
rope. Defigned  as  a  receptacle "  for  dif- 
treifed  humanity^  it  receives  under  its  pro- 
tection the  fick  and  maimed  of  every  com- 
plexion, country,  and  religion.  "  La  fala 
a  de  Feriti,"  or  Ward  of  the  Stabled^  was  a 
fight  which  I  knew  not  how  to  contem- 
plate. This  apartment  was  of  confiderablc 
length ;  four  ranks  of  beds,  filled  for  the 
mod  part  with  miferable  victims  of  aflaffi- 
nation,  varioufly  wounded,  and  in  different 
ftages  of  fuffering,  was  a  fpe&acle  full  of 
horror.  I  gladly  turned  from  this  groupe, 
whcfe  cafes  are  a  reproach  to  the  laws  of  a 
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civilized  ftate,  and  fought,  in  the  church  of 
Carignano,  one  of  the  nobleft  produ&ions  of 
modern  fculpture.  This  was  the  celebrated 
Itatue  of  Saint  Sebaftian  by  Puget.  The 
Saint  is  executed  in  a  ftile  which  defcription 
cannot  characterize,  and  conveys  to  the 
mind  an  expreffion  which  can  only  be  felt. 
Of  this  and  the  other  churches  which  I  faw, 
I  cannot  fpeak  in  any  terms  of  particular 
commendation,  They  have  indeed  a  fpecies 
of  grandeur — but  Rome  has  taught  me  to 
feek  in  churches,  what  Genoa  prefers  to  ex-* 
jhibit  elfewhere. 

The  ftreets  of  this  city  are,  as  I  have 
before  remarked,  Angularly  narrow.  Hence 
the  fedan  is  in  more  general  ufe,  if  I  may 
judge  from  the  experience  of  two  days, 
than  wheel-carriages.  The  chairmen  who 
bear  them  have  ufually  the  livery  of  the  fa- 
mily, and  are  followed  by  two  others,  ca- 
parifoned  with  equal  richnefs.  The  cavalier 
of  the  lady  parades  befide  the  chair ;  and 
thps  the  whole  compofe  3  groupe,  which 

dazzles 
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dazzles  as  it  moves.  The  Doge  is  called 
facetioufly  the  Public  Prifoner,  as  his  office 
fubjedts  him  to  continual  confinement,  and 
his  authority  ceafes  upon  his  quitting  the 
town.  There  is  in  this  city  much  to  ad- 
mire ;  and  from  the  narrownefs  of  the 
ftreets  in  general,  are  to  be  excepted  thofe 
in  which  the  palaces  of  the  nobles  ftand. 
Few  cities  can  fhew  ftreets,  upon  the  whole, 
fuperior  to  the  Strada  Balbi,  Nuova,  and 
Giulia  ;  and  if  to  the  palaces,  public  build- 
ings, and  pier,  we  add  the  general  air  and 
exterior  of  the  wharfs  and  factories,  I  can 
fee  no  reafon  for  refufing  to  this  city  that 
diftindion,  which  it  has  long  enjoyed  by  ge- 
neral fuffrage,  of  u  Genoa  the  Superb/' 
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felucca  matter,  bound  for  the  port  of 
Leghorn,  threw  himfelf  in  my  way, 
at  the  hour  of  my  return  from  this  excurr 
fion ;  and  having  balanced  the  chances  of 
waiting  another  opportunity,  againft  the  fa- 
vourable occafion  which  then  prefented  it- 
felf,  I  reludantly  yielded  to  the  laft.  By 
funfet  we  cleared  the  harbour  of  Genoa, 
with  a  fair  and  briik  wind  for  Leghorn. 
It  is  ufual  upon  this  coaft — and  how  far  it 
may  extend  befide,  I  know  not — to  utter  a 
fhort  prayer  upon  putting  to  fea ;  and  the 
fame  is  obferved  upon  entering  port.  This 
ceremony  was  performed  with  great  feri- 
oufnefs  in  the  veffel  which  brought  me  to 
Genoa.  The  moment  of  prayer  i$  invari- 
ably that  which  precedes  the  vcffers  entrance 

ypoa 
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upon  her  courfe.  A  failor  ran  to  the  ftern, 
and  taking  off  his  hat,  repeated  aloud  the 
form,  which  was  fealed  by  the  Amen  of  the 
crew.  The  thankfgiving  was  pronounced 
by  the  fame  perfon,  and  with  the  fame  for- 
mality, upon  making  land.  The  Genoefe 
dialed:  rendered  it  impofiible  for  me  to  ad- 
mire any  thing  in  their  devotions,  beyond 
the  punctuality  and  gravity  with  which 
they  were  performed. 

The  wind  continuing  to  blow  fair,  we 
arrived  in  the  afternoon  of  the  following 
day,  before  the  port  of  Lerici.  Our  in- 
treaties  to  prefs  for  Leghorn  not  availing, 
I  found  myfelf  reduced  to  the  alternative,  of 
paffing  another  night  upon  hard  package, 
or  paying  a  fecond  crown  for  fleeping  upon 
ftraw.  In  the  moment  of  deliberation,  an 
elderly  man  addrefled  me  in  Englifh,  and 
requefted  permiflion  to  conduct  me  to  the 
Englijh  lodging.  I  followed  him,  and  upon 
entering  his  houfe  was  faluted  by  my  old 
fellow  adventurer,  the  Leghorn  Merchant, 
3  who 
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who  was  alfo  upon  his  return  from  Genoa, 
and,  like  myfelf,  was  brought  afhore  againft 
his  inclination.  He  was  fitting  down  to 
coffee  with  a  well-drefled  fa£tor  from 
Genoa,  and  a  tall  itinerant  German.  Our 
party  foon  received  the  addition  of  a  fmart 
Italian  Abbe,  a  member  of  the  univerfity  of 
Pavia,  who  difcourfed  with  much  franknefs 
and  volubility.  At  the  dawn  of  day  we 
put  again  to  fea.  An  accidental  flip,  in 
pafling  from  fhore  to  the  veffel,  brought 
me  into  the  water  amid  the  rocks.  By  the 
affirlance  of  the  failors,  I  was  however  hap- 
pily refcued  from  circumftances  of  extreme 
danger;  and  this  is  an  event  of  my  life 
which  I  record,  in  grateful  acknowledgment 
of  providential  protection. 

On  leaving  the  port  of  Lerici,  we  encoun- 
tered a  ftrong  contrary  wind.  After  com- 
bating, during  the  whole  day,  with  fruitlefs 
oppofition,  the  violence  of  the  waves,  night 
brought  us  back  to  our  old  ftation,  with  the 
comfortable  affurance  of  a  probable  deten- 
3  tion 
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tion  on  thefe  miferable  fhores  for  fome  days 
to  come.  Repairing  to  our  former  rendez- 
vous, I  found  my  Leghorn  friend  and  his 
companions  in  the  aft  of  confultation  upon 
a  land  expedition.  Upon  an  invitation 
from  them  to  join  company,  I  difcharged 
my  account  with  the  Captain  of  the  Felucca, 
and  agreed  to  put  myfelf  under  the  conduct 
of  the  Leghorn  Merchant,  to  whom,  from 
his  fuperior  knowledge  of  the  country,  the 
Genoefe  and  German  had  configned  the  fole 
management  of  our  route.  On  our  way  to 
Sarzana,  to  which  we  travelled  on  foot,  we 
crofted  the  Magro  in  a  ferry-boat,  and  en- 
tered, by  the  dire&ion  of  our  Tufcan  con- 
ductor, a  quarter  of  the  town  which  did  not 
wear  the  moft  civilized  exterior.  Having* 
introduced  us  to  a  homely  landlord,  and 
commanded  him  to  prepare  fome  kid  for 
our  fupper,  he  proceeded  in  queft  of  the  car- 
riages, which  he  had  undertaken  to  procure. 
By  the  time  that  our  kid  fmoked  upon  the 
board,  he  returned  with  the  pleafing  intel- 
ligence, 
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ligence,  of  perfect  fuccefs ;  a  countryman 
having  contracted  to  furnifh  two  Barrcchios, 
for  the  fum  of  forty  Genoefe  livres,  (twenty- 
feven  fhillings  Englifli,)  to  convey  us  to 
Pifa. 
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*"T^here  are  moments  in  which  thekeeneft 
politicians  may  be  found  off  their  guard. 
It  was  furely  in  one  of  thefe  that  Cofmo  the 
Firft,  of  Tufcany,  prevailed  upon  the  Ge- 
noefe to  exchange  Leghorn  for  Sarzana* 
It  is  true,  Sarzana  was,  at  the  time  of  this 
project,  in  poffeffion  of  a  flourifhing  com- 
merce,  and  this  was  the  bait  upon  which  the 
wily  Duke  had  relied  for  his  hope  of  fuc- 
cefs. His  policy  appeared  in  the  refult ; 
Leghorn  had  capabilities  of  which  fye  knew 

how 
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how  to  make  a  proper  life ;  and  by  his 
prudent  meafures  he  laid  the  foundation  of 
that  commercial  profperity,  which  has  con- 
verted an  infignificant  village  into  a  mart 
of  general  traffic.  Sarzana  funk  in  pro- 
portion as  its  rival  advanced  ;  and  now  filent 
ftreets  and  neglected  fortifications  exhibit  a 
melancholy  picture  of  faded  importance 
and  ufelefs  defence. 

By  ten  o'clock,  having  fupped  to  our  en- 
tire fatisfaction,  we  entered  the  carriages 
prepared  for  us.  It  wrould  be  departing  too 
far  from  the  line  of  truth  to  fay,  that  any 
end,  beyond  that  of  oeconomy,  was  anfwer- 
ed  by  thefe  wretched  vehicles,  Each  was 
formed  to  contain  two  perfons  upon  feats, 
one  behind  the  other;  an  empty  fack  re- 
ceived our  feet,  but  no  provifion  whatever 
was  made  for  the  back.  Myfelf  and  the 
German  took  our  ftation  in  the  firft,  the 
Tuican  and  Genoefe  preferring  to  follow. 
The  night  was  dark,  and  therefore  conceal- 
ed from  our  view  the  wilds  through  which 

we 
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we  pafied ;  and  fatigue  uniting  with  thd 
violent  motion  of  the  carriage,  brought  the 
German  and  myfelf  into  frequent,  and  oo 
cafionally  forcible  contact. 

Day-light  discovered  to  us  a  cottage,  the 
chimney  of  which  feemed  to  be  fending  up 
its  firft  fruits  of  the  morning.  Here  we 
reftored  ourfelves,  in  fome  meafure,  by  the 
aid  of  a  blazing  hearth,  and  then  re-enter- 
ing our  cars,  we  refumed  our  journey;  and 
being  fhortly  overtaken  by  rain,  continued 
to  encounter  this  additional  calamity  till 
about  mid-day,  when  we  arrived  before  the 
gates  of  Pifa.  Upon  the  ufual  demand  of 
our  names  and  qualities,  the  German  an- 
nounced himfelf  Signior  Capitano  ******* 
but  what  farther,  neither  myfelf  nor  the  en- 
quiring party  could  tell.  Scared  by  fuch  an 
aggregate  of  gutturals,  and  having  his  ear 
tuned  only  to  the  liquid  founds  of  a  melo- 
dious language,  the  Italian  flew  with  pre- 
cipitancy from  the  Capitano;  and  returning 
with  an  inkhorn,  requefted  him  to  put  it  at 

full 
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full  length  upon  paper,  which,  amidfl:  the 
deluge  of  falling  rain,  was  a  talk  of  no  fmali 
difficulty. 

Our  Tufcan  leader  had  directed  the 
drivers  to  an  inn  where  a  plentiful  ordinary 
afforded  us  very  fufficient  means  of  recover- 
ing our  good  humour.  A  carriage  for  Leg- 
horn was  readily  found,  which,  after  taking 
leave  of  the  German  Captain,  who  had  re- 
folved  to  pafs  fome  days  at  Pifa,  I  entered, 
in  company  with  my  remaining  friends, 
and  arrived  at  Leghorn  before  the  clofing  of 
the  gates. 
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Florence,  April  2,  1792. 

■piSA,  through  which  we  paffed   on  our 

route  for  Leghorn,  is  a  city  of  no  mean 

afpecT:,  or  low  pretenfions.     Like  Florence, 

it  is  pierced  by  the  waters  of  the  Arno,  and 

preferves 
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preferves  a  communication  between  its  di-*> 
vided  parts  by  bridges  of  more  antiquity 
than  beauty.  The  gates  of  their  Cathedral, 
though  of  ponderous  brafs,  are  faid  to  have 
travelled  to  this  place  from  Jerufalem,  and 
the  foil  which  forms  the  Campo  Santo*,  was 
itfelf  imported  from  the  Holy  Land. 

The   '*  Torre  Pendente,"   or  "  Inclining 
"  Tower,"   was  a  curiofity,  whofe  hiftory, 
not  connecting  with  the  legends  of  Paleftine, 
feemed  to  be  held  in  the  fecond  clafs  of 
wonders ;   though    I   confefs  for  my  own 
part,  I  had  not  for  fome  time  feen  a  monu- 
ment  capable   of  infpiring   half  fo   much 
aftonifhment.     As  I  had  glanced  only  at  the 
exterior  of  thofe  at  Bologna,  I  indulged  in 
a  more  intimate  examination  of  this,  and 
eafily  fufFered  myfelf  to  be  conducted  quite 
to  its  fummit.     It  has  feven  circular  gal- 
leries of  columns  in  perfect  condition,  and 
the  fteps  by  which  the  afcent  is  made  are 
perfectly  horizontal,  lb  that  the  inclination 

*  Burying-ground. 

formed. 
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formed,  beyond  difpute,  a  part  of  the  archi- 
tect's plan.  Enamoured  however  of  fafety, 
I  could  not  feel  perfectly  at  my  eafe,  when 
hanging  over  the  parapet  of  a  tower  one 
hundred  and  forty  feet  high,  and  inclined 
thirteen  feet  from  its  perpendicular;  my 
recollection  was  refreshed  indeed  by  thofc 
mechanical  laws,  which  rendered  all  fecure 
where  the  center  of  gravity  was  duly  pre- 
ferved  ;  yet,  with  all  refpeCt  for  the  found- 
nefs  of  the  doCtrine,  I  felt  fome  reluctance 
to  be  involved  in  the  chance  of  the  ex- 
periment. 

The  Baths  in  the  vicinity  of  this  town 
are  pleafantly  fituated,  and  arranged  with 
much  attention  to  delicacy  and  health. 
Under  cover  of  a  mountain,  which  affords 
them  fhade  and  fhelter,  thefe  buildings  are 
diftributed  into  two  diftinCt  fets,  containing 
feverally  hot  and  cold,  private  and  common 
bath's.  The  walls  of  the  apartments  are  fur- 
nifned  with  inftruCtions  fuited  to  the  cafes  of 
the  different  invalids;  and  the  cuftomary  dou- 

vol.  11.  o  ceurs 
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ceurs  of  ball-room,  cafinos,   &c.  have  net 

been  forgotten.     The   vifits  of  the  Court 

have  given  the  ton  to  thefe  Baths ;    and 

there  is  fome  judgment  at  leaft  in  fixing 

the  refort  of  pleaiure  fo  near  the  fprings  of 

health. 

In  leaving  Pifa  we  entered  upon  a  route 
which  conducted  us,  by  a  flow  movement 
of  two  days,  to  our  old    quarters   in   this 
capital.      The    country   prefented  a  more 
cheerful  face  from  the  advanced  ftate  of  the 
feafon,  and  we  contemplated  in  filent  ad- 
miration, as  we  moved  along  the  vale  of 
the  Arno,   that  delicious  variety  of  verdure 
which  clothed  its  Hoping  fides.     The  road 
purfues  a  track  conformed  to  the  various 
windings  of  the  ftream,  and  which  leaves 
no  part  of  this  beautiful  valley  concealed 
from  the  traveller's  eye.    It  was  a  gala  day 
when  we  entered  Florence,  and   the   road 
was  crowded  for  a  league  from  the  gates  of 
the  city,  with  the  peafants  of  both  fexes,  in 
their  holiday  attire.     Nothing  can  furpafs 

in 
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in  extravagance  the  flaunty  trappings  of  the 
females  ;  ribbons,  tinfel,  and  artificial 
flowers,  were  lavifhed  upon  every  part  of 
their  drefs,  with  a  profufion  which  funk  the 
ruftic  into  the  morrice-dancer.  This  is  the 
prevailing  tafte  among  the  Tufcan  girls, 
at  leaft  in  the  vicinity  of  Florence — and  it  is 
difficult  to  imagine  a  drefs  in  which  the 
happy  features  of  natural  fimplicity  are  more 
ingenioufly  difguifed. 
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Bologna,  April  8,  1792. 

/t-^he  aufterities  of  the  Quarefima*,  and 
the  death  of  the  Emperor,  had  thrown 
a  veil  over  the  pleafurable  afpedt  of  Flo- 
rence, and  drefTed  the  city  in  all  the  fo- 
lemn  exterior  of  gravity  and  forrow.     The 

*  Lent. 

o  2  feafon 
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feafon  alone  refufed  its  conformity  to  the 
general  cd\€ty  and  gave  a  cheerful  luftre  to 
the  gardens  and  promenades,  in  defiance  of 
Lent,  and  a  public  mourning.  The  fame 
fullen  occafion  which  mafked  the  face  of 
amufement,  had  alfo  fhut  up  the  cabinets  of 
Vertu;  and  it  was  not  the  leaft  affliding 
circumftance  to  learn,  that  during  thefe 
public  demonftrations  of  grief,  the  door  of 
the  Gallery  was  not  fuffered  to  turn  on  its 
hinges. 

A  large  portion  of  two  days,  fpent  in  re- 
viewing thofe  objects  to  which  admittance 
could  be  procured,  revived  a  thoufand  de- 
legable impreffions,  and  made  me  regret, 
with  double  feeling,  the  decree  which  pre- 
vented    my    paying    a   iecond    tribute    of 

homage  to  the  Venus  di  Medicis.  I  con- 
fefs  that  a  fecond  view  of  this  lovely  city 
leffened  in  no  refne£l  the  impreflion  I  had 
before  received  of  its  general  beauties.  The 
"  Ponte  della  Trinita''  is  a  bridge,  whofe 
rival  for  fymmetry  and  elegance  I  have  not 

yet 
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yet  feen.  Formed  upon  three  elliptic 
arches  of  the  mcft  graceful  proportions, 
and  eroding  the  Arno  in  the  wideft  portion 
of  its  bed,  it  prefents  to  the  eye  a  ftru&ure 
at  once  of  majefty  and  beauty. 

The  police  of  Florence  appears  to  be  un- 
der prudent  regulations ;  and,  excepting  in 
the  feafon  of  public  mafking,  the  ftreets  are 
rarely  diflurbed  by  any  fymptoms  of  dis- 
order or  outrage.  That  licentious  com- 
merce, which  the  policy  of  fome  ftates  has 
judged  expedient  toproteft,  is  here  reprefled 
by  the  moft  rigorous  laws.  The  fah:  fex 
of  this  city,  in  the  higher  ranks,  are  par- 
ticularly graceful ;  and  few  affernblies  com- 
bine a  more  potent  union  of  attractions,  than 
their  places  of  public  refort.  By  a  fhare  ot 
good  fortune,  which  the  Roman  nobleffe — 
proverbially  ugly  and  coarfe — have  not  met 
with,  the  nobility  of  this  place  appear  to 
hold  an  equal  pre-eminence  in  beauty  and 
rank. 

03  So 
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So  high  an  eulogium  can  fcarcely  be  paffed 
upon  the  morals,  as  upon  the  accomplish- 
ments, of  the  fair  Florentines.  That  fafliion- 
able  appendage  to  the  married  ftate,  the 
Cicrfbeo,  is  here  admitted  to  all  the  vifible 
rights  of  a  privileged  lover  ;  with  what  real 
referve,  it  imports  but  little  to  know.  Ex- 
ternal decorum  is  the  ftrong  fecurity  of  na- 
tional morals  ;  and  there  are  cafes  in  which 
the  public  fentimept  may  be  as  efFe&ually 
corrupted  by  examples  of  doubtful  virtue, 
as  by  thofe  of  confirmed  guilt. 
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ttte  left  Florence  on  the  5th,  and  have 

traced  back  the   route  we  formerly 

purfued  along  the  chain  of  Apennine.   The 

nature  of  our  equipage  compelled  us  to  flovf 

and 
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and  tedious  movements ;  and  it  was  not  till 
the  clofe  of  the  third  day  that  we  reached 
this  city.  Though  few  habitations  are  to 
be  found  upon  the  higher  parts  of  the  Apen*- 
nines,  thefe  mountains,  wild  and  defolate  as 
they  appear,  are  not  without  their  accom- 
modations. 

In  pafling  through  the  village  of  Pietra 
Mala,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  making  & 
vifit  to  that  fingular  fpot  from  which  iffue 
the  volcanic  flames*  The  ground  which 
emits  this  extraordinary  blaze  is  a  level, 
fituated  at  the  bottom  of  a  confiderable  de- 
fcent,  about  half  a  league  diftant  from  the 
village,  and  approached  by  a  track  finous 
and  ftoney.  The  brightnefs  of  the  fun  (it 
being  mid-day)  prevented  my  feeing  the 
fire  till  I  arrived  upon  the  plain,  in  the 
center  of  which  this  phenomenon  exifts.  A 
number  of  lambent  and  difconnedted  flames 
were  rifing  from  the  furface  of  the  ground, 
like  the  dying  flafhes  from  the  embers  of  a: 
bonfire,      Thefe     flames    might   cover   an 

o  4  are^ 
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area  of  fix  feet  fquare.  The  ground  was 
in  no  place  difparted  ;  and  in  raking 
away  any  part  of  the  foil,  no  eiFeel:  what- 
ever was  produced  upon  the  lire.  It  kin- 
dles rapidly  any  combuftible  fubftance,  and 
is  not  extinguifhed  or  diminifhed  by  any 
violence  of  weather.  "  Non  fi  fpende  mai*," 
was  the  catch  term  of  my  Cicerone.  He 
could  give  me  no  other  reply  to  all  the 
quefcions  I  put.  It  was  to  him  what  the 
"  tutto  di  marmore"  had  formerly  been  to 
my  learned  conductor  at  the  Cathedral  of 
Modena,  I  could  not  difcover,  by  (Inking 
with  my  foot,  any  hollownefs  in  the  ground  ; 
nor  was  the  flame  in  any  refpedl  fulphure- 
ous.  My  intelligent  inflruGor  was  defirous 
of  carrying  me  to  fome  new  wonders,  and 
talked  with  a  very  fignificant  emphaiis  of 
boiling  water  iffuing  from  a  contiguous 
rock ;  but  not  having  the  belt  opinion  of 
his  flail  in  topography,  I  entreated  him  to 
place  me  where  he  firft  found  me. 


* 


"  It  never  £oes  out." 
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Loiano,  where  we  pafled  the  night,  gave  us 
but  a  cool  and  uncheerly  welcome.  It  was 
the  Eve  of  Good  Friday,  and  all  the  priefts 
were  upon  duty.  A  rattling  found  was 
heard  through  every  part  of  the  town,  which 
my  acquaintance  with  the  Catholic  rites  did 
not  enable  me  to  explain,  i  found,  upon 
enquiry,  that  it  arofe  from  a  wooden  In- 
ftrument,  founded  through  the  ftreets  by 
the  ordinary  bell-ringer,  it  being  held  pro- 
fane to  pull  the  bells  during  the  Holy  Week. 
The  effect  was  at  once  grating  and  ludi- 
crous. The  duties  of  mafs  were  collecting 
under  the  roof  of  the  churches  the  whole 
population  of  the  place ;  and  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  night  was  pafled  in  thofe  con- 
fefiions,  which  are  fuppofed,  like  thofe  of 
the  Chriftmas  Eve,  to  derive  a  double  ef- 
ficacy from  the  fan&ity  of  the  feafon. 

There  is  a  powerful  charm  in  that  fpecies 
of  devotion  which  profefles,  by  a  fort  of 
mechanifm,  to  cure  the  diforders  of  the 
foul.     It  affords  fo  great  a  convenience  to 

the 
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tlie  paffions  of  mankind,  that  the  moft  de«* 
praved  will  yet  refpe£t  thofe  offices  of  re- 
ligion, which  procure  them  abfolution  at  fo 
eafy  a  price,  and  allow  them  to  fhare  the 
pleafures  of  vice  with  the  merit  of  virtue. 
<c  Non  c'e*,"  is  the  only  reply  we  have  been 
able  to  draw  from  thefe  gloomy  penitents, 
upon  every  demand  in  favour  of  our  he- 
retical ftomaghs.  So  rigid  is  the  law  of  this 
felf-impofed  penance,  that  the  butcher  will 
not  plunge  the  knife,  nor  the  fifherman 
throw  the  net,  during  the  fuppofed  en- 
tombment of  the  Saviour.  To-morrow  will 
loofen  the  bonds  of  denial,  and  Proteftant 
and  Catholic  will  feaft  upon  the  fame 
luxuries, 

*  "  There  is  none." 
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npHE  Functions  (as  they  are  called)  are 
the  fole  amufement  a  traveller  can  find 
in  palling  through  Catholic  towns  at  this 
feafon  of  the  year.  Two  of  thefe  were 
announced  to  us,  as  about  to  take  place  very 
early  after  our  arrival.     The  firft,  at  the 

church  of  the  Frati  Celeftini,  was  the  con- 
cluding aft  of  a  drama,  equally  fplendid  and 
folemn.  The  church,  which  was  fmall, 
had  received  a  rich  and  tafteful  decoration* 
Gold  crape,  the  manufacture  of  the  place, 
was  wrought  into  clouds  about  the  roof, 
and  other  devices  of  fanciful  ornament.  The 
fcenes  (or  fcene,  for  the  appearance  was 
uniform)  had  their  place  on  the  grand  altar, 
reprefenting  the  Sepulture  of  Chrift,  as  the 
former  two  had  his  Paffion  and  Crucifix. 

The 
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The  ceremonies  opened  with  a  rich  fym- 
phony ;  after  which,  two  venerable  monks 
delivered,  in  fucceffion,  orations  relative  to 
the  event  commemorated,  with  as  much 
energy  as  the  whining  tone,  univerfal  in 
Italian  orators,  would  admit.  A  defire  of 
partaking  in  a  mufical  repaft,  which  I  had 
underftood  was  to  accompany  a  Fun£tion  at 
no  great  diftance,  took  me  from  the  church 
of  theCeleftini  before  the  dole  of  thefe  cere- 
monies. The  attractions  of  the  mufic  had 
not  been  without  their  effed ;  for,  though 
a  full  hour  before  the  opening  of  the  fer- 
vice,  I  found  great  difficulty  in  forcing  an 
entrance  through  the  crowd.  "  Ave  Ma- 
"  ria"  having  been  firft  faid,  the  band,  pre- 
viously tuned,  ftruck  up  ;  and  an  oratorio, 
compofed  for  the  occafion,  was  performed 
by  the  firft  fingers  from  the  Bolognefe 
choirs.  The  heat  was  exceflive  -}  but  this 
is  a  general  drawback  upon  public  exhi- 
bitions. Thefe  devotional  folemnities  (for 
5  lucn 
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fuch  they  would    be  confidered)   did    not 
conclude  till  the  approach  of  midnight. 

As  thefe  Fun&ions  did  not  take  place  till 
evening,  I  had  a  fufncient  portion  of  the 
day  at  liberty  for  iriveftigating  thofe  churches 
which  my  former  tour  round  this  city  had 
not  included.  I  found  many  fubje&s  of 
admiration,  particularly  at  San  Michaele  in 
Bofco.  This  occupies  a  fituation  without 
the  walls  of  the  city,  and  Hands  upon  a  con- 
fiderable  eminence.  A  terrace  in  front  of 
the  convent  affords  a  very  charming  pro- 
menade, and  the  eye  from  this  point  can 
range  over  the  whole  city  below.  The 
heat  is  in  this  quarter  lefs  fenfibly  felt,  and 
the  air  more  pure  ;  hence  the  vicinity  is 
crowded  with  Cafinos  and  Palazzettos,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  more  confined  dis- 
tricts refort  to  this  terrace,  for  the  frefri 
breezes  of  the  evening.  A  vifit  to  the 
Sampieri  Palace  terminated  my  labors  of 
the  day.  I  was  ambitious  of  applying  the 
rules  I  had  learned,  to  the  fubjects  of  my 

early 
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early  enthufiafm.  But,  alas!  the  drawing 
up  of  the  curtain  put  my  fcience  to  flight ; 
and  I  gave  myfelf  up  without  referve  to 
thofe  feelings,  which  abforb  in  one  fenti- 
ment  of  tranfport  all  the  rules  of  criti- 
cifm. 

Opinions  are,  I  have  found,  by  no  means 
uniform  upon  the  fubje£t  of  this  ftupen- 
dous  painting  ;  for  you  will  not  need  to  be 
informed  that  the  St.  Peter  of  Guido  was 
now  before  me.  Peter  is,  in  the  judgment 
of  all,  lamenting  his  error ;  but  whether  it 
be  his  denial  of  Chrift,  or  his  prevarication 
with  the  Gentile  converts,  is  the  queftion  at 
iffue;  appearances  in  either  cafe  will  be 
analogous— fo  that  I  cannot  allow  the  merit 
of  this  production  to  be  at  all  detracted  from, 
by  any  conftriidiions  that  may  be  put 
upon  its  fubjefl: ;  and  I  muft  continue  to 
regard  it  as  the  firft  painting  in  Italy,  though 
unable  to  decide,  whether  it  defigns  the  re- 
buke of  a  brother,  or  the  fympathy  of  a 
friend* 
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Ferrara,  April  9th,  1792; 

npiiE  city  of  Bologna  was  crowded  on 
the  eve  of  Eafter  with  pilgrims.  I  en- 
countered them  in  every  quarter  of  the 
town.  They  were  varioufly  apparelled ; 
fome  in  the  habit,  or  rather  the  difguife, 
peculiar  to  the  kind  of  penance  in  which 
they  were  engaged ;  but  others,  and.  by  far 
the  greater  part,  in  the  tattered  drefs  of  idle 
vagrants,  who  find  their  account  in  aflum- 
ing  the  character  of  pilgrims.  Ample  en- 
couragement is  held  out  to  thofe  journies  of 
Penance.  Alms  are  deftributed  at  the 
clofe  of  this  feftival  ;  and  during  its  cele- 
bration, the  convents  rival  each  other  in 
fupplying   the    pilgrims  with  foup.     This 

6  intelli- 
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intelligence  enabled  me  to  account  for  a 
bafon  which  hung  by  their  fides ;  and  as  f 
pafled  among  them,  each  faluted  me  with 
wifhing  me  "  a  merry  Eafter."  The  dead 
of  the  night  was  difturbed  by  proceffions 
of  religious  orders;  and  a  mixed  multitude, 
bearing  croffes,  tapers,  and  all  the  infignia 
of  the  church.  They  filled  the  air  with 
their  religious  incantations,  and  were  only 
filenced  by  day-break. 

The  folemnity  of  Eafter-day  called  me 
to  the  cathedral.  A  grand  mafs,  and  mu- 
fical  fun&ion,  were  exhibited  before  the  fu- 
preme  authorities  of  this  city.  The  car- 
dinal Legate  was  feated  on  a  throne,  fup- 
ported  on  his  right  hand  by  a  brother  car- 
dinal of  the  Eenedidiiie  fraternity,  in  the 
habit  of  his  order.  On  either  fide  of  thefe, 
but  upon  much  lower  and  lefs  confpicuous 
thrones,  fat  the  civil  governors,  the  Gonfa- 
lonier and  his  affeffor ;  the  fenators  occu- 
pying feats  on  each  fide  of  the  altar.  A 
fek£t  band  of  vocal  and  inftrumental  per- 
formers 
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formers  ftruck  out  fome  delicious  harmo- 
nies, and  enlivened  the  procefs  of  thefe  ab- 
furd  ceremonies.  The  cardinal  legate  made 
a  very  fplendid  appearance.  The  equipage 
in  which  he  left  the  cathedral  was  magni- 
ficent, and  his  retinile  filled  a  long  fuite  of 
carriages.  He  appeared  a  man  of  middle 
age,  and  may  poffibly  live  to  fee  the  office 
he  fills  annihilated.  It  was  in  an  hour  of 
diftrefs  that  Bologna  threw  itfelf  into  the 
arms  of  the  Pope,  and  it  is  now  laid  under 
heavy  contriburion  to  the  Holy  See.  The 
legate  reigns  but  three  years,  yet  his  autho- 
rity is  renewable  if  the  people  are  fatisfied 
with  his  paft  conduct. 

The  city  of  Bologna  is  very  rich,  if  a  judg- 
ment may  be  formed  from  the  magnificence 
of  its  buildings,  and  the  activity  of  its  mar- 
kets. It  has  indeed  a  fituation  peculiarly 
advantageous  to  growing  wealth.  It  ap- 
pears to  poffefs  a  generous  foil ;  its  lands 
are  warmed  by  a  kindly  fun,  and  defended 
by  the  lofty  Apennine,  under  which   it  is 

vol.  11.  p  fheltered 
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fheltered  from  the  ravages  of  wintry  ftorms. 
The  little  Rhine,  that  flows  befide  it,  and 
the    canals    which   communicate  with   the 
Po,  afford  every  convenience  of  a  commer- 
cial nature.     Yet  the  ends  of  nature  and  in- 
duftry  are  greatly  defeated,  by  that  fuper- 
flition  which  rules  within,  and   that  papal 
authority  which   domineers  from  without. 
The  lowreft  computation  fixes  their  churches 
at  one  hundred  and  fifty,  extremely  magni- 
ficent for  the  molt,  part ;  and   out  of  this 
number,    two  thirds  at  leaft  are  extra-pa- 
rochial, and  belong  to  convents  and  reli- 
gious incorporations,  which  abound  within 
the  walls  of  this  city.     The  fplendor  of  their 
monafteries  evinces  the  unnatural  wealth  of 
iefe  bodies ;    and   the   brilliancy   of  their 
equipages  dernonftrates,  that  if  induftry  and 
commerce  create  opulence^  indolence  and  fe- 
ciuiion  divide  the  fpoil. 

The  fervicude  they  are  under  to  the  Ro- 
man fee,  is  equally  a  fource  of  oppreffion 
and  expence.    By  iuperadding  to  their  civil 
a  eonfti- 
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conftitution  ail  ecclefiaftical  governor,  they 
have  opened  a  channel  for  the  enlargement 
of  that  authority,  which  had  already  pafled  its 
proper  limits.  The  penfion  of  the  legate  is 
annually  receiving  augmentation;  and  more 
than  whifpers  are  circulated,  of  the  inconve- 
nience of  the  papal  yoke*  Projects  have  been 
rumoured  with  no  particular  fecrecy,  of  re* 
fuming,  on  the  demife  of  the  reigning  pontiff, 
the  independence  they  fo  raihly  ceded.  The 
alarming  indifpofition  which  his  Holinefs 
lately  experienced,  is  faid  to  have  produced 
fome  meafures  preparatory  to  fuch  a  defign. 
Few  difficulties  appear  in  the  way  of  its  ac- 
complifhment  from  the  military,  w7ho  may 
be  fuppofed  at  leaft  as  much  in  the  intereft 
of  the  civil,  as  the  ecclefiaftical  power  ;  and 
if  a  few  Swifs  halberdiers  be  excepted,  there 
remains  only  the  peaceful  band  of  monks 
and  friars,  who  having  renounced  the  world, 
would  doubtlefs  be  very  cautious  of  inter- 
fering in  its  difputes. 

p  2 
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Montfellis,  April  n,  1792, 

/^ur  route  from  Bologna  to  Ferrara,  lay 
through  a  country  highly  incommo- 
dious to  carriages  of  any  bulk.  By  fome 
inftructions  too  readily  admitted,  we  fuf- 
fered  ourfelves  to  be  drawn  from  the  high 
road  ;  and  pafled  over  lands  which  had 
been  wafhed  by  floods  during  the  winter, 
and  were  now  hardened  into  the  molt  incon- 
venient furrows  by  the  action  of  a  powerful 
fun.  Ferrara  received  us  in  all  the  trap- 
pings of  holiday  pride.  Poftmafters  and 
poftilions  were  arrayed  in  jackets  trimmed 
with  gorgeous  lace  -y  and  all  conditions 
feemed  to  have  brought  out  the  beft  of  their 
wardrobe  in  honor  of  Eafter.  This  city 
has  furvived  its  fame  ;  an  air  of  dignity  yet 
hangs  upon  its  buildings ;    its  ftreets  are 

wide,. 
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wide,  airy,  and  majeftic ;  but  the  grafs  has 
overgrown  its  pavement,  and  "  all  the  bufy 
"  flufh  of  life  is  fled."  The  fan&ity  of 
the  day  had  filled  its  churches ;  and  both 
thefe  and  the  cathedral  were  crouded  with 
worfhippers  of  every  rank,  confecrating, 
as  they  imagined,  the  pleafures  they  were 
about  to  partake  of,  by  fome  preliminary 
vow.  I  glided  amongft  thefe  induftrious 
worfhippers,  (who  covered  the  facred  floors,) 
in  order  to  gaze  upon  the  paintings ;  but 
clouds  of  frankincenfe  interpofed  between 
me  and  the  objects  of  my  curicfity,  and 
confounded  all  the  diftin&ions  of  light  and 
Iliad  e. 

A  very  charming  road  conducted  us  from 
Ferrara  to  a  point  at  no  great  diftance,  where 
we  rejoined  our  old  acquaintance  the  Po  ; 
upon  whofe  broad  and  cultivated  banks  we 
travelled,  till  pafling  with  our  equipage  in 
a  ferry  boat,  we  turned  our  backs  upon  this 
claffical  ftream,  and  toiled  through  a  pain- 
ful track  to  the  village   of  Rovigo.     The 

p  3  fun 
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fun  was  now  fetting,  and  the  peafants  were 
about  to  relax  in  the  humours  of  a  dance. 
An  elderly  man  was  ftriking  the  guitar,  to  a 
duo  fung  by  himfelf  and  a  little  fignora. 
The  country  was  romantically  beautiful,  and 
all  the  objects  around  me  feemed  to  wear  the 
features  of  natural  limplicity.  The  liftening 
clown  did  not  catch  more  eagerly  than  my-* 
felf,  the  happy  melody  of  that  popular 
ballad,  "  Dice  la  mamma  che  Famor'e  un 
*c  Bambinello." 

"We  left  Rovigo  this  morning  ;  and  hav-» 
ing  croffed  the  Adice  in  Ponte  Volante,  or 
Flying  Bridge,  entered  upon  a  delightful 
route,  The  exceffive  heat  which  prevailed, ' 
induced  us  to  fhorten  considerably  our  jour- 
ney of  this  day  ;  and  to  take  up  our  quar- 
ters with  an  honeft  landlord,  whofe  inge- 
nuous features  recommended  the  hofpita-? 
lities  of  his  houfe.  Italy, has  not  yet  fhown 
rne  a  village  more  delicioufly  fituated.  It 
ftretches  at  the  foot  of  a  vaft  mountain, 
whence  it  borrows  its  name ;  and  nearly  con- 
nects 
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nects  with  another  of  almofl  equal  magni- 
tude, whofe  fertility  has  obtained  it  the  ap- 
pellation of  u  Monte  Ricco."  Our  land- 
lord poured  out  to  us  fome  lufcious  wine, 
the  produce  of  the  Hoping  declivities.  Other 
mountains  of  lefler  dimenfions  unite  wTith 
thefe,  and  form  a  fort  of  chain,  the  centre 
of  which  is  occupied  by  this  romantic  vil- 
lage. 

I  had  ftrolled  over  part  of  the  larger 
mountain,  and  fought  a  path  to  its  fummit 
without  effect.  My  landlord  was,  at  the 
moment  of  my  return,  catching,  in  his  eafy 
chair,  the  breezes  of  the  evening.  I  related 
to  him  the  fubject  of  my  embarraffment  ; 
when,  rifing  from  \\\§  fauteuil^  he  took  me 
by  the  arm,  and  conducted  me  to  the  en- 
trance of  the  beaten  track.  "  This  moun- 
"  tain,  (faid  my  guide,  for  he  wafted  no 
cc  time  in  preamble,)  was  anciently  called 
"  Montfellis ;  it  now  bears  the  name  of 
"  Monte  delle  fette  Chiefe,  from  the  {even 
f*  churches  built  upon  it,  and  which  are  de- 

P  4  "  figned 
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"  figned  to  correfpond  to  the  feven  bafilifks 
"  at  Rome.  Oh  !"  exclaimed  he,  as  we 
afcended  together,  %  what  a  treafure  does 
f*  this  mountain  poflefs,  and  what  fights  are 
cc  fometimes  to  be  feen  upon  it!  Had  you 
H  been  at  Montfellis  oa  the  feftival  of 
cc  Eafter,  you  would  have  feen  a  proceffion 
"  the  whole  height  of  the  mountain. 
<;  That  church,  Sir,"  pointing  to  an  obje£fc 
before  us,  "  contains  the  bodies  of  five  and 
"  twenty  faints,  perfect  and  entire  as  in  the 
"  days  of  their  fleili :  Thefe,  and  more  you 
"might  have  feen,  at  the  proceffion  of 
*'  Eafter." 

We  had  now  afcended  about  half  the 
height,  and  were  entered  upon  a  terrace  com- 
manding a  glorious  profpecl:.  Myold  landlord 
enlarged  upon  the  beauties  and  advantages  of 
this  terrace.  "  Here,"  faid  he — feating  him- 
felf — "  is  a  delightful  place  for  thofe  who 
ft  like  to  fit ;  or" — walking  about  with  per- 
fect content — "  for  thofe  who  like  to  walk  ! 
If  Here  the  cavaliers  and  ladies  refort  in  the 

".  cool 
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u  cool  of  the  day,  to  fip  their  coffee,  drink 
"  their  rofoglio,  and  divert  themfelves." 
He  was  arretted  in  the  middle  of  his  ha- 
rangue by  a  fight  of  the  gate  which  opened 
to  the  feven  churches.  Here  he  crofled  him« 
felf  as  many  times,  and  lowered  his  tone  to 
a  pitch  of  gravity  which  he  never  altered 
during  our  continuance  within  the  facred 
limits.  The  gate  bore  an  infcription  of 
*  Septem  Romse  Bafilicis  pares."  The 
buildings  within  were  rather  fanciful  than 
grand,  and  borrowed  more  from  the  faints 
they  preferved,  than  the  architecture  they 
difplayed.  My  guide  drew  me  into  one 
of  thefe  ;  and  dipping  his  fingers  into  holy 
water,  fprinkled  me  with  a  portion,  and  I 
knelt  down,  in  compliance  with  his  ex- 
ample. I  waited  with  impatience  the  fig- 
nal  for  rifing,  which  was  at  length  given  ; 
and  I  was  dragged  to  a  fecond  altar,  where, 
pointing  with  his  finger,  the  old  gentleman 
affured  me,  that  the  five  and  twenty  faints 
were  preferved,  Iwiflied  to  avoid  the  fight, 
5  but 
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but  dared  not  difcover  my  fcruples.  Fortu- 
nately, however,  the  latenefs  of  the  evening 
prevented  his  obtaining  the  key  of  this  pre- 
cious cabinet.  We  had  reached  the  fummit 
of  the  mountain  ;  and  my  guide,  whofe  af- 
fection was  rivetted  to  the  feven  churches, 
condu&ed  me,  in  all  the  gravity  of  religious 
iilence,  to  the  village  below. 
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Padua,  April  15, 

TpouR  days  only  have  intervened,  fince  I 
communicated  to  you  the  miraculous  vi- 
fions  which  were  brought  before  me,  upon 
the  mountain  of  the  feven  churches.  That 
fhort  interval  has  however  fufiiced  to  fhow 
me  a  fpedacle,  which  exceeds,  in  my  efti- 
mation,  though  not  of  a  nature  ftri&ly  mi- 
raculous, all  the  canonized  bones  in  ChrifU 
endom. 

It 
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It  was  in  the  morning  of  the  day  fubfe- 
quent  to  my  defcent  from  the  holy  moun- 
tain, that  our  equipage  moved  on  to  Padua; 
and  having  contra&ed  for  a  private  boat, 
we  defcended  the  Brenta  by  the  force  of 
the  current,  to  its  point  of  jun&ion  with  the 
canals.       Horfes    now    dragged    us,    with 
Dutch  velocity,   to    Fufina,    the    extreme 
point  of  terra  jirma*     The    banks   of  the 
canals  had  been  pleafantly  variegated  with 
villas,    gardens,  and  cafinos,   the   fummer 
afylums  of  the  noble  Venetians ;  and  there 
were  not  wanting,  among  thefe,  fome  build- 
ings upon  a  fcale  of  magnificent  architec- 
ture.    All  before  us  was  now  fea;  and  our 
faith  in  maps  and  hiftories  feemed  but  jufl: 
fufficient   to    fupport    the    gravity   of   our 
fearch,  in  looking  for  an  opulent,  a  popu- 
lous, and  a  powerful  city,  in  the  bofom  of 
the  waters. 

A  gondola  foon  bore  us  from  the  land, 
and  the  darknefs  of  evening  intercepted  our 
view  both  of  Fufina  and  Venice,  till  the 

lights 
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lights  and  torches  glittering  from  the  laft 
announced  our  approach  to  the  Grand  Ca- 
nal. The  election  of  a  Procurator,  which 
had  taken  place  on  that  day,  was  celebrat- 
ing throughout  the  ctiy  by  various  demon- 
fixations  of  public  rejoicing  ;  and  we  were 
landed  at  the  Albergo  Reali,  amidft  the 
fplendors  of  illumination,  and  the  explofion 
of  fireworks. 

In  making  the  tour  of  this  extraordinary 
city,  I  was  compelled  to  employ  a  rapidity, 
which  rendered  a  view  of  its  minuter  cu- 
riofities  impoffible.  Every  convenience  is, 
indeed,  at  hand,  for  travelling  with  difpatch. 
Gondolas  ply  at  every  avenue ;  and  thefe 
are  condu&ed  with  a  fwiftnefs  and  dexte- 
rity which  wonderfully  facilitate  the  com- 
munication between  the  different  parts  of 
the  city.  The  Place  of  St.  Mark,  as  firft  in 
rank  and  general  repute,  was  the  firft  ob- 
ject of  my  attention ;  and  few  fquares  (for 
fuch  in  compliance  with  the  genius  of  my 
language  I  mud  call  it)  prefent  an  image  of 

greater 
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greater  brilliancy  and  vivacity.  The  church 
of  St.  Mark,  and  the  palace  of  the  Doge, 
compofe  one  fide  of  this  dignified  area  ;  be- 
tween this  and  the  other  three  fides,  there 
is  a  confiderable  opening,  at  the  extremity 
of  which,  towards  the  fea,  are  two  columns 
of  granite,  crowned  refpe&ively  with  the 
image  of  Theodore,  the  antient  patron  of 
the  city  ;  and  a  winged  lion,  its  more  recent 
emblem.  Between  thefe  columns,  criminals 
are  executed  on  a  temporary  fcaffold :  this 
interval  is  called  the  "  Piazella;"  and  it  is  not 
till  this  is  pafled,  that  the  piazza,  or  grand 
fquare,  commences.  The  centre  is  formed 
by  the  church  of  Saint  Germiniani,  fup- 
ported  on  either  fide  by  a  range  of  build- 
ings, which  connect  with  the  wings.  Thefe 
laft  confift  of  public  offices,  called  the  Pro- 
curatie :  they  have  open  porticoes,  and  are 
built  in  a  ftile  of  regular  and  majeftic  archi- 
tecture. Caffe's,  cafino's,  and  every  ac- 
commodation for  amufement  and  luxury. 
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are  found  throughout  the  whole  extent  of 
thefe  porticoes* 

This  fquare  is  the  great  rendezvous  of 
perfons  in  every  condition  ;  and  a  mixed 
aflembly,  of  every  rank  and  nation,  make  it 
their  daily  refort.  The  hour  of  greateft 
concourfe  is  from  fix  to  feven ;  at  that  time 
the  open  area  fwarms  with  the  numbers 
which  pour  from  the  narrow  avenues  they 
inhabit,  and  the  porticoes  refound  with  the 
mixed  melody  of  laughter  and  converiation. 
The  cafino's  are  then  crouded  with  perfons 
of  both  fexes — for  the  privilege  of  fex  is  not 
known  at  Venice  ;  chairs  are  arranged  for 
thofe  who  wifh  to  catch  the  breeze,  and  the 
utmoft  eafe  and  freedom  feems  to  pofTefs 
this  people,  who  are  confidered  as  prover- 
bially jealous  and  referved. 

The  fayade  of  St.  Mark  bears  the  vef- 
tiges  of  remote  antiquity.  Four  horfes  of 
bronze,  brought  anno  1206  by  the  Ve-* 
netians  from  Conftantinople,  here  comme- 
morate, upon  four  lofty  columns,  the  fuc- 

cefsful 
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cefsful  wars  of  the  republic.  Among  the 
treafures  of  the  church  are  ftatues  by  St. 
Luke,  pillars  from  Solomon's  temple,  and  a 
fragment  of  the  rock  whence  a  fpring  of 
water  gufhed  at  the  command  of  Mofes. 
An  air  of  uncouth  majefty  reigns  throughout 
this  venerable  building,  which  is  powerfully 
felt,  however  remote  its  ornaments  from 
the  purity  of  Grecian  tafte. 
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^pHE  churches  of  Venice  are  not,  fo  far 
as  I  am  able  to  judge,  entitled  to  any 
extraordinary  encomiums.  Some  which 
are  held  in  the  higheft  eftimation,  found  a 
place  in  the  lift  of  my  enquiries.  The 
church  of  San  Zacharia,  to  which  1  was  firfl: 
conducted,  had  little  to  offer  on  the  fcore  of 
magnitude  or  beauty.     I  was  called  upon  to 

admire 
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admire  a  boafted  production  of  Paul  Ve- 
ronefe;  but  my  eye  had  previoufly  fixed  on 
the  whimfical  reprefentation  of  a  virgin  and 
child,  whom  an  angel  was  entertaining  with 
an  air  upon  the  violin.  This  fingular  con- 
ceit belongs  to  Jean  Belin  in  the  year  1500* 
and  the  church  has  had  no  fcruple  of  receiv- 
ing it  upon  one  of  its  moft  confpicuous 
altars. 

San  Giovanni  e  Paolo  is  one  of  thelargeft 
churches  in  Venice ;  the  altars  are  covered 
with  ornaments,  and  the  walls  decorated 
with  fepulchral  monuments.  A  father  of 
the  Dominican  order,  with  whom  I  made 
an  accidental  acquaintance,  was  at  the  pains 
of  conducting  me  over  the  convent,  of  which 
this  church  is  an  appendage.  The  Supper 
of  our  Saviour  with  the  Levite,  which 
adorns  the  refe&ory  of  thefe  fathers,  is  fuffi- 
ciently  known  as  a  very  mafterly  painting" 
from  the  pencil  of  Paul  Veronefe.  The 
lines  of  its  beauty  are  however  confider- 
ably  decayed ;  and  it  is  now  faft  ap- 
proaching 
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proaching  that  fate  to  which  all  the  pro- 
ductions of  this  art  are  expofed. 

St.  Roche  is  a  church  of  fome  beauty, 
adorned  in  its  exterior  by  a  handfome  fa- 
cade after  the  manner  of  Palladio  ;  and  ren- 
dered valuable  within,  by  four  bold  and  vigo- 
rous paintings  from  the  hand  of  Tentoretto. 

Santa  Maria  della  Salute  is  a  monument 
equally  of  the  gratitude  and  good  tafte  of 
the  Venetians.  It  was  raifed  to  the  Ma- 
donna, upon  the  deliverance  of  this  city 
from  the  ravages  of  the  plague,  and  is 
conftrucled  with  much  attention  to  fym- 
metry  and  effect.  Its  form  is  octagonal:  it 
ftands  upon  the  Grand  Canal,  and  prefents 
a  facade  and  portal  of  good  and  impreffive 
architecture.  In  addition  to  thefe  advan- 
tages, the  paintings  it  contains  are  not  held 
in  inferior  repute.  I  can  add  nothing  to 
their  praife,  for  the  day  was  not  fufficiently 
clear  to  allow  me  the  neceflary  light. 

The  church  of  Scalzi  next  received  me;  and 
in  no  building,  Santa  Maria  della  Vittoria  of 

vol,  11.  q^  Rome 
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Rome  excepted,  have  I  feen  fo  vaft  a  profu- 
fion  of  ornament  and  decoration.  It  is  co- 
vered internally  with  the  moft  choice  and 
fplendid  marbles;  every  altar  is  a  cabinet: 
curiofity  is,  however,  afl  that  will  find  its 
gratification  here  :  for,  with  the  exception 
of  the  portal,  which  is  one  of  the  hand- 
fomeft  in  Venice,  there  is  little  in  the 
church  of  Scalzi  to  entertain  the  man  of 
tafte. 

The  church  of  the  Frari,  which  termi- 
nated my  tour,  lhall  conclude  my  report 
on  the  cycle  of  churches.  If  it  be  any 
praife  to  an  edifice,  that  it  is  the  largeft  in 
its  kind,  that  praife  belongs  to  the  church 
of  the  Frari.  The  architecture  is  Gothic, 
and  holds  but  a  middling  rank  in  buildings 
of  that  defcription.  My  conductor,  who 
had  at  leaft  as  much  enthufiafm  as  good 
tafte,  hurried  me  away  from  Titian's  altar-* 
piece  to  a  private  cabinet,  where,  pointing 
to  fome  fragments,  he  bade  me  behold 
the  relics    of  Saints   and   Apoftles ;    and 

drawing 
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drawing  afide  a  curtain,  which  difcovers  a 
few  phials,  he  exclaimed  with  fotne  degree 
of  emphafis,  "  Ecco  il  Sangue  del  benedetto 
11  Chrifto  !"  The  day  was  clofing,  or  my 
guide  would  have  detailed  the  articles  of 
this  precious  cabinet.  I  readily  acquiefced 
in  his  propofalj  of  deferring  it  for  a  better 
light,  and  retired. 

In  quitting  the  church,  I  trod  over  the 
ftone  under  which  rcpofed  the  allies  of 
Titian:  but  for  the  inftru&ion  of  a  by- 
ftander,  I  had  negle£ted  to  notice  the  hal- 
lowed fpot,  for  fuch  I  efteem  the  grave  of 
departed  genius.  I  felt  indignant  at  the 
obfeurity  in  which  Venetian  ingratitude 
could  fuffer  the  relics  of  fo  great  a  man 
to  lie.  "  Admirable  colorift,"  faid  I, 
'*  thou  copyift  of  nature's  fofteft  tints ! 
"  mall  no  mark  of  honour  crown  thy  tomb? 
w  But  thou  haft  a  fame,  which  no  honor  can 
"  increafe,  which  no  negled  can  diminifh. 
"  Thine  fhall  be  the  tribute  of  fcience,  and  of 
11  tafte ;  though  no  memorial  decorate  thy 

(^2  M  tomb, 
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"  tomb,  to   arreft   the  pafienger's  foot,  or 
"  wake  the  artift's  fympathy." 


LETTER    CXXXIII. 


^"TpHE  palace  Pifani  is  the  only  edifice  of 
that  nature  which  I  had  curiofity  or 
leifure  to  vifit.  The  apartments  and  furni- 
ture had  little  to  prefent  of  beauty  or  tafte ; 
but  I  found  my  recompence  in  a  fight  of 
that  painting  by  Paul  Veronefe,  of  which 
much  has  been,  and  too  much  cannot  be 
faid.  The  family  of  Darius  at  the  feet  of 
Alexander,  is  a  fubjedt  full  of  pathos  and 
dignity.  The  painter  has  paid  an  equal 
attention  to  both ;  and  infpired  his  groupe 
with  looks  that  move  in  the  fpe&ator,  as 
they  did  in  the  hero,  both  pity  and  refpefr. 
Happily  for  the  fine  arts — the  gratification  of 
the  public,  and  the  fame  of  the  author,  this 

noble 
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noble  production  is  yet  in  the  beft  and  moft 
perfedt  prefervation. 

It  was  from  the  Pifani  palace,  that  I  pafled 
to  the  little  ifland  of  San  Georgio  Maggiore. 
The  whole  of  this  territory  is  the  property 
of  a  Benedi&ine  fraternity,  whofe  convent 
and  church  conftitute  the  chief  ornament  of 
the  ifland.  "  The  marriage  of  Cana,"  a 
painting  of  Paul  Veronefe,  into  which  enter 
no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twenty 
figures,  ennobles  the  refidence  of  thefe  holy 
fathers.  The  painter  appears  to  have  been 
fo  intent  upon  adorning  the  bride,  whom  he 
has  drefled  in  the  full  attire  of  the  graces, 
that  he  pafled  with  culpable  negligence 
over  that  divine  gueft,  from  whom  the 
marriage  has  received  all  its  celebrity.  The 
inhabitants  of  this  convent  are  magnifi- 
cently lodged  :  a  terrace  and  garden  afford 
them  an  accommodation,  to  which  the  in- 
habitants of  Venice  are  ftrangers.  The 
luxuries  of  their  table  are  doubtlefs  of  the 
fame  character;  dinner   had    compofed  to 

0.3  fleeP 
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fleep  the  venerable  father  who  kept  the  key 
of  the  church,  and  no  intreaties  could  pre- 
vail upon  the  inferior  officer,  to  hazard  the 
rage  of  his  fuperior,  by  breaking  his  {lum- 
bers. 

In  returning  from  the  ifle  of  Murano, 
celebrated  for  its  manufactory  of  mirrors, 
I  was  conducted  the  whole  length  of  the 
Grand  Canal ;  and  it  is  not  eafy  to  imagine. 
a  track  of  greater  vivacity  and  magnificence. 
Serpentine  in  its  courfe,  and  lined  on  each 
hand  with  a  clofe  arrangement  of  houfes, 
palaces,  and  public  buildings,  it  opens,  at 
every  advance,*  a  fucceffion  of  new  objects  ; 
its  furface  is  covered  with  gondolas,  croff- 
ing  each  other  in  every  direction ;  and  en- 
tering or  iffuing  from  the  narrow  avenues, 
which  communicate  with  the  interior  of  the; 
city.     Over  the  centre  of  this  Canal,  ftands 
the  celebrated  Ponte  di  Rialto,  defervedly 
confidered  as  one  of  the  greateft  ornaments 
of  Venice.     It  is  of  one  arch,  conftructed 
of  large  blocks  of  Iftrian  ftone.      Double 
13  rows 
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rows  of  mops,  confirming  each    of  twelve, 
form  the  central  ftreet  over    this    bridge, 
whole  afcent  is  eafy  and  regular.     Between 
the  back  of  thefe  fliops  and  the  baluftrade 
of  the  bridge,  is,  on  each  fide,  a  narrower 
palTage,  and  the  higheft  point  of  the  whole 
is  crowned  with  a  fpeci.es  of  arch.     Judges 
of   architecture   pay    no    fmall    tribute    to 
the  merits  of  this  bridge  ;  and  the  Vene- 
tians confider  it  as  a  prodigy  of  art  and 
beauty.     This   is   the    only  bridge  which 
croiTes  the  .Grand  Canal  :   communication 
is  in  every  other  quarter  kept  up  by  gon- 
dolas, under  the  authority  of  government : 
three  fols  is  the  price  of  paiTage,  as  fixed  by 
the  fame  authority,  and  which  is  little  more 
than  three  farthings  Englifh. 

The  population  of  this  city  is  prodigi- 
oufly  great,  and  is  eftirnated  at  more  than 
two  hundred  thoufand.  It  is  therefore 
eafy  to  imagine,  that  the  necefiary  difpatch 
of  internal  trade  could  not  be  maintained 
by  canals,  however  great  their  number,  and 

0^4  various 
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various  their  directions.  Narrow  intervals 
are  therefore  left  between  the  bafes  of  the 
houfes,  and  thefe  furnim  a  multitude  of 
paths,  which,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  gon- 
dolas in  the  divided  parts,  keep  up  the  cir- 
culation of  bufinefs.  Thefe  are  the  only 
land-ftreets  which  Venice  boafts;  and  fuch 
is  their  number,  as  well  as  that  of  their 
gondolas,  that  a  Florentine  poet  has  made 
the  hardy  affertion, 

ei  Non  fono  in  Arno  tanti  Pefciolini, 
Quante  in  Venezia  Condole  e  Cammini" 


LETTER     CXXXIV. 


"$rENiCE  is  a  city,  whofe  hiftory,  like  its 
fituation,  cannot  be  contemplated  with- 
out wonder.  A  handful  of  people,  inhabit- 
ing a  fmall  diftricT:  in  Italy,  unite  with  a  few 
Paduans  in  feeking  afylum  from  the  perfe- 
8  cutions 
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cutions  of  Attila,   among   the  fhcals  and 
marflies  at  the  bottom  of  the  Adriatic  gulph. 
Neceffity  had  previously  driven  a   number 
of  fifhermen  to  conftrucl:  fome  hovels  upon 
one   of    thefe   little   iflands    called    Rialto. 
Padua  encourages  her  citizens  to  affift  this 
infant  fettlement ;  it  affumes  the  fliape  of  a 
regular  colony ;     takes   a  name  from  the 
Veneti,  who   formed   the    majority  of  its 
members  ;  and  thus,  increafing  in  opulence 
and  numbers,  fucceeds  at  length  in  difmem- 
bering  itfelf  from  the  Paduan  authority,  and 
becoming  an  independent  ftate. 

It  is  difficult,  in  traverfing  this  fingular 
city,  to  credit  the  miracles  which  hiftory 
affigns  to  its  arms  and  its  policy.     One  can 
fcarcely   imagine  a    people,    immerfed    in 
waters,  and  exifting  by  the  mere  fufferance 
of  the  ocean,  forming  thofe  plans  of  battle 
and  conqueft,  which  their  enemies  have  fo 
frequently  had  caufe  to  deplore.     The  ir- 
ruption of  the  Lombards  into  Italy,  while 
it  defolated  fo  large  a  portion  of  that  coun- 
try, 
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try,  added,  as  did  the  general  courfe  of  events 
for  fome  centuries,  to  the  ftrength  of  this 
rifing  republic.  None  chcfe  to  carry  their 
arms  into  a  city,  confidered  of  fo  fmall  im- 
portance, till  policy  on  their  own  part,  and 
contempt  on  that  of  others,  gave  fcope  for 
thofe  exertions,  which  enabled  them  to  ex- 
tend their  commerce,  and  build  their  flotasj 
and  thus  maintain  by  their  ftrength,  what 
had  been  granted  to  their  weaknefs,  They 
enjoy,  indeed,  fome  local  advantages,  which 
they  have  not  neglected  to  improve.  The 
flakes,  by  which  they  mark  out  the  (hoals, 
afford  an  admirable  fyftem  of  defence;  by 
thefe,  which  are  extended  as  far  as  is  prac- 
ticable into  the  Tea,  courfes  are  marked  out 
for  veflels  of  different  burden  ;  and  the  re- 
moval of  thefe,  upon  the  apprehenfion  of 
attack,  would  render  the  approach  of  an 
enemy  only  formidable  to  the  invaders. 

The  Venetians  are  a  people  of  great  per- 
fonal  beauty ;  tali  for  the  moft  part,  and 
fair ;  they  carry  themfelves  with  an  air  of 

dignity 
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dignity  which  appears  perfe&Iy  natural. 
Their  drefs  afforts  well  with  this  part  of 
their  character.  The  filk  cloak,  or  domino, 
is  univerfal  among  the  men.  Black,  white, 
and  fcarlet.  are  the  colors  mod  generally 
worn,  of  which  white  appears  to  be  the  fa- 
vorite. The  filk  cloak  is  exchanged  in  the 
winter  for  one  of  cloth.  The  women 
have  no  peculiarities  of  drefs,  beyond  the 
Zendadoo,  or  filk  veil,  excepting  at  the 
feafons  of  mafking ;  for  the  fafhion  of  ap- 
pearing mafked  on  every  occafion  is  grown 
confiderably  out  of  ufe.  Society  is  reputed 
to  be  in  this  city  upon  a  very  liberal  foot- 
ing ;  and  fo  abundant  are  the  charms  of 
Venetian  amufement,  that  many  who  have 
entered  Italy  by  this  route,  have  been  in- 
duced to  facrifice  much  of  their  curiofity  to 
the  indulgence  of  their  pleafures.  The 
hours  of  amufement  are  univerfally  late, 
and  the  tide  of  gaiety  feems  fcarcely  to  fet 
in,  till  midnight  has  given  the  fignal ;  from 
that  hour  the  buftle  upon  the  canals  in- 

creafes ; 
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creafes  ;  and  though  the  motion  of  the  gon- 
dola is  fecret,  yet  the  dafhing  of  the  oar  dif- 
turbs  the  vigils  of  the  night. 

The  gondola  is,  to  Venice,  the  carriage 
and  the  fedan.     Every  perfon  of  rank  and 
property  numbers   amongft  his  retinue,  a 
fet  of  gondoliers.      The  gondola  is   itfelf 
conveniently    conftructed.      It   is   narrow, 
and  pointed    with   a  fort  of   iron  feather, 
which   ferves  at  once .  as  an   ornament,  a 
defence,  and  a  regulator.     Every  accom- 
modation is  provided  within  for  eafe ;  and 
it  affords,  by  the  equability  of  its  motion, 
one  of  the  plealanteft  vehicles  in  which  in- 
dolence ever  repofed.     The  gondoliers  are 
a  race   of  men,  diftinguifhed  by   mufcular 
force,  and  a  manly  form.     They  fland,  in 
plying  the  oar,  and   look  in  the  dire&ion 
they  are  perfuing.     The  inflexions  of  their 
body  in  this  exercife,  are  particularly  grace- 
ful,  and   they  conduct  the  gondola  with 
furprifing    velocity    and    addrefs.      They 
were  held  in  antient  times  the  fpies  of  go- 
vernment ; 
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vernment ;  and  were  fuppofed,  like  the 
Valets  de  Place  at  Paris,  to  be  the  inftru- 
ments  of  information  refpefling  the  cha- 
racters of  ftrangers.  This  feature  however 
in  the  Venetian  government  appears  to 
have  foftened  confiderably.  No  vifible  re- 
ftraints  exift ;  and  where  domeftic  politics 
are  not  made  the  fubjecT:  of  animadverfion, 
freedom  appears  to  fuffer  no  violation. 


LETTER    CXXXV. 


/npHERE  are  defe&s  in  the  police  of  Ve- 
nice, from  which  fo  vigilant  and  ftern 
a  government  might  reafonably  be  fuppofed 
exempt.  The  knife,  fo  common  through- 
out Italy,  is  fuffered  to  be  worn  and  wielded 
in  the  public  ftreets.  I  was  witnefs  to  an 
affray  on  the  Ponte  di  Rialto,  in  which 
knives  were  drawn  on  both  fides,  and  the 

peace 
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peace  was  daringly  broken  with  impunity^ 
and  by  meafures  which  muft,  without  a 
miracle,  have  ended  in  murder.  The  Scla- 
vonians,  who  trade  here  in  great  num- 
bers, and  principally  take  their  ftation  near 
the  Broglio,  have,  I  underftand,  very  fre- 
quent fkirmifhes.  Though  occupied  in 
trade,  they  wear  very  long  fcimitars ;  and 
upon  a  flight  ground  of  quarrel,  divide  into 
parties,  to  the  terror  of  the  vicinity.  The 
Sbirri,  whofe  office  it  is  to  keep  the  peace, 
are  too  much  awed  by  the  length  of  their 
fwords,  to  interfere ;  and,  notwithftanding 
that  thefe  outrages  are  frequent  and  noto- 
rious, the  government  will  not  interdict  the 
privilege  of  the  fword. 

It  is  fcarcely  reconcilable  alfo  with  the 
idea  of  a  regular  police,  to  fee  the  windows 
of  certain  apartments  thrown  up,  and  fe-* 
males  of  a  particular  clafs  fantaftically  be- 
dizened, dealing  out  their  invitations  in 
fome  of  the  mod  populous  ftreets.  Wax 
candles  are  kindled  in  this  fervice,  in  the 

face 
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face  of  day-light  itfelf;  and  all  the  charms 
of  mufic  engaged,  to  give  ftrength  and  fuc- 
cefs  to  the  fpell.  Multitudes,  neverthelefs, 
pafs  and  repafs,  without  paying  the  leaft 
attention  to  the  fyren,  or  fong.  It  is,  I 
prefume,  a  part  of  the  policy  in  this,  as  in 
arbitrary  governments  in  general,  to  offer 
no  violence  to  thofe  pleafures  which  relate 
not  to  meafures  of  ftate.  This  artifice  is 
founded  on  the  beit  experience  ;  for  nothing 
can  render  the  mind  fo  fit  for  the  yoke  of 
fubje&ion,  as  a  free  indulgence  of  the  paf- 
fioos. 

In  leaving  Venice,  we  hired  a  gondola  to 
Fufina,  and  finifhed  our  journey  to  Padua 
by  land.  At  about  mid-diftance  between 
Fufina  and  Padua,  we  had  occafion  to  ftop ; 
and  were  diverted  by  a  vaft  variety  of  gala 
trappings,  for  which  it  was  difficult  at  firft 
to  account.  Every  houfe  throughout  the 
village  was  decorated  with  hangings;  bal- 
loons of  different  colours  were  fufpended 
over  the  doors  of  the  meaneft  cottages  ;  and 

odes 
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odes  were  ftuck  upon  the  walls,  addreffed 
to  the  prieft,  congratulating  him  on  the 
completion  of  his  Lent- labours.  'I  found 
on  enquiry,  that  this  ceremony  was  a  part 
of  antient  ufage  on  the  firft  Sunday  after 
Eafter ;  that  it  was  intended  as  a  compli- 
ment to  the  Lent-preacher ;  and  that  in  the 
evening  all  thofe  balloons  would  be  con- 
verted into  lamps,  and  poor  and  rich  unite 
in  paying  this  piece  of  public  refpe£t  to  the 
man  who  had  difcharged  the  laborious  du- 
ties of  this  feafon  of  penance. 

Odes  to  the  fame  effect  were  to  be  found 
at  Venice,  and  fome  are  alio  in  circulation 
at  this  place  ;  but  the  full  tide  of  gratitude 
was  only  to  be  fcen  at  this  village.  I 
would  gladly  have  witnefled  the  finale  of 
this  fete,  but  the  cabriolet  pointed  to 
Padua. 
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Verona,  April  17,  1792. 

tjadua  is  a  town  of  greater  pretenfions 
than  effect,  and  owes  more  to  its  fame 
than  its  beauty,  Antenor  and  St.  An- 
thony divide  the  honours  of  patronage  over 
this  ancient  city.  The  firft  is  vouched  for 
by  a  miferable  farcophagus,  in  which  the 
afhes  of  the  Trojan  are  faid  to  repofe :  the 
laft  is  commemorated  in  a  church  of  noble 
architecture  and  coftly  decoration.  Altars 
covered  with  riches,  and  illumined  with 
filver  lamps,  confecrate  his  relics,  which  are 
yet  reported  to  fend  forth  the  moft  grateful 
odours.  Antiquaries  have  long  been  occu- 
pied in  difcuffing  the  claims  of  Antenor, 
but  the  pious  Paduans  feem  contented  with 
the  fingle  patronage  of  their  tutelar  An- 
vol.  11.  R  thony, 
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thony,  and  patiently  fuffer  the  honours  of 
the  hero  to  be  funk  in  thofe  of  the  Saint. 

The  beffc  church  at  Padua  is  under  the 
patronage  of  Santa  Juftina  ;  and  it  is,  for 
a  happy  union  of  grandeur  and  fimplicity, 
one  of  the  mod  perfect  edifices  in  Italy.    Ic 
is  covered  in  by  no  lefs  than  eight  cupolas; 
and  its  floor  corififts  in  a  pavement  of  If- 
trian  ftone,  whofe  parts  are  difpofed  with 
that  attention  to  fymmetry  of  plan  and  har- 
mony of  colours,  which  produces  a  perfeft 
effect.     It  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
church  that  the  Prato  della  Valle  is  fituated. 
This,  which   prefents  an   open   and   orna- 
mented area,  conftitutes  the  chief  beauty 
and  boaft  of  Padua.     A  canal  is  formed, 
which   defcribes  a  confiderable   oval ;  four 
bridges  communicate  between  the  interior 
and  exterior  circumferences  ;  each  of  which 
laft  is,  according  to  the  original  plan,  to  be 
filled   up   with  ftatues  of  illuftri©us   men, 
whom  Padua  has  produced,  or  may  yet  pro- 
duce.    Among  thofe  who  are  already  ex- 
alted, 
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alted,  Livy,  the  Paduan — heretofore  ho- 
noured only  by  a  paltry  monument  in  the 
town-hall— is  fufficiently  difcernible  The 
ftatues  when  complete  will  amount  to 
eighty- four:  but  much  is  wanting  in  this 
arrangement  to  render  it  a  finifhed  draught. 

The  univerfity  prefents  a  mafs  of  old  and 
ruinous  buildings.  Its  cabinets  are  valu- 
able, but  its  literature  and  profperity  are 
efteemed  to  have  fallen  beneath  thofe  of  its 
rival  at  Pavia.  The  town,  generally  taken, 
is  dull ;  its  commerce,  like  its  learning,  is 
now  at  a  low  ebb  ;  and,  though  fituated 
mod  advantageoufly  at  the  confluence  of 
the  Bacchiglione  and  the  Brenta,  it  retains 
little  more  than  the  fhadow  of  its  former 
traffic.  We  left  it  this  morning,  and  ar- 
rived at  Vicenza  fufficiently  early  to  allow 
an  excufion  through  its  moft  material  curio- 
fities  before  the  fetting  of  the  fun. 

As  Vicenza  was  the  birth-place  of  Palla- 
dio,  it  is  adorned  with  many  works  of  ar- 
chitecture, conftructed  upon   his  beft  de- 
ft 2  figns, 
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figns.  Few  towns  on  fo  fmall  a  fcale  cart 
exhibit  buildings  of  a  higher  character. 
The  claffical  eye  finds  a  fi ngular  pleafure  in 
viewing  the  Olympic  Theatre.  Whatever 
the  mutilated  works  of  the  ancients  have 
defcribed  as  parts  of  the  Grecian  theatre, 
are  in  this  elegant  building  combined  and 
wrought  into  a  whole  by  the  genius  of  a 
rnafter.  Its  form  is  that  of  a  femi-oval  ex- 
tended ;  the  oval  extremity  is  mounted 
with  thirteen  rows  of  feats  for  the  fpec- 
tators ;  below  thefe  is  the  parterre.  The 
ftage  prefents  the  interior  of  a  Greek  city  ; 
feven  ftreets  diverge  from  the  fpedator's 
eye ;  the  centre  of  which  pafles  under  an 
arch  of  Hercules,  which  covers  the  Profce- 
nium,  and  is  adorned  with  characleriftic 
reliefs.  The  ftyle  of  the  antique  is  univer- 
fally  copied,  fo  far  as  it  is  regularly  afcer- 
tained;  though  probably  the  mind  of  Pal- 
ladio  did  not  bend  to  a  fervile  compliance 


with  minute  and  undeviating  imitation. 
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In  leaving  this  theatre,  I  mixed   with  a 
devout  company    who    were    afcending    a 
very  plcafant  hill,  in  order  to  perform  their 
vefpers  to  the  "  Madonna  del  Monte  Ber- 
"  rico.''     This  agreeable  pilgrimage   is   of 
nearly  two  miles;  and  paries  for  the  greater 
part  under  Arcades,  refembling  in  defign, 
but  deferving  no  further  comparifon  with, 
thofe  which  conduct  to  the  St.  Luke  of  Bo- 
logna.    The   Madonna   who  protects  this 
church,  is  held  in  high  repute ;  and  I  have 
feldom  feen  an  altar  more  completely  in- 
verted with  ex-votes,  than  that  which  is  con- 
fecrated  by  the  facred  image.     The  wor- 
fhippers   were   fufficiently    numerous,   and 
fucceeded    each     other   with    great    regu- 
larity.     They  appeared    too    intent   upon 
their  fervices,  to  comment  on  my  curiofity  5 
and  fufFered  me  to  ftroll  among  their  altars 
without  obfervation. 

The  inhabitants  of  Vicenza  are  appa- 
rently of  poliftied  and  courteous  manners. 
They  abound  in  nobles,  who  have  more  to 
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boaft  of  on  the  fcore  of  rank  than  of  wealth* 
Thofe  who  have  had  leifure  to  cultivate 
their  fociety,  report  advantageoufly  of  their 
hofpitable  virtues.  The  "  CafFe  de'  Nobili" 
is  the  evening  rendezvous  of  all  who  com- 
pofe  the  fafhionable  circle ;  and,  by  a  re- 
finement little  known  in  other  countries, 
both  fexes  partake  of  what  is  elfewhere  ex- 
clufively  appropriated  to  one. 
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Infpruck,  April  24,  1792. 

rom  Vicenza  to  Verona  we  enjoyed  a 
rich  and  delegable  country.  The  fea- 
fon  was  here  confiderably  advanced,  and 
the  heat  began  to  be  very  fenfibly  felt.  The 
Arena,  or  antient  Amphitheatre  of  Verona, 
is  fufficiently  known.  It  forms  an  admi- 
rable fupplement  to  the  Roman  Colifeum, 

and 
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and  gives,  when  combined  with  that  and 
the  Ruins  of  Nifmes,  a  very  tolerable  out- 
line of  this  article  of  Roman  luxury. 

The  interior  is  for  the  moft  part  accu- 
rately preferved.     Five   and  forty  rows  of 
feats,  compofed  of  huge  blocks  of  beautiful 
marble,   furround  the  Arena  ;   and  twenty- 
two  thoufand  perfons  might  be  here  ac- 
commodated, upon  a  calculation  which  af- 
figns  eighteen   inches    to  each   individual. 
At  each  extremity  of  its  greater  diameter — 1 
for  it  is  of  an  oval  form — are  tribunes,  en- 
clofed  by  a  baluftrade,  which  appear  to  have 
been    appropriated    to   the    principal   ma- 
giftrates.     It  is,  upon  the  whole,  one  of  the 
moft  noble  and  perfect  remains  of  antiquity 
that  Italy  can  {how.     By  a  piece  of  lin- 
gular good  fortune,  it  has  been  deemed  an 
object  of  care  by  its  Veronefe  pofleflbrs, 
who  are  induftrious  to  defend  it  from  dila- 
pidations.    The  churches  in  this  town  are 
only  upon  an  ordinary  fcale ;    but  the  Pa- 
lace of  the  Council  upholds  the  importance 
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of  Verona  by  a  colle&ion  of  ftatues,  in 
honor  of  thofe  great  men  to  whom  it  has 
given  birth.  Among  thefe  are  numbered 
the  Elder  Pliny,  Vitruvius,  Cornelius  Nepos, 
Catullus,  &c. 

From  Verona  we  began  to  turn  our  backs 
upon  Italy,  and  approach  the  mountainous 
parts  of  the  Tyrol.     On  our  fecond  day  we 
pafled  the  line  of  demarcation,  and  iffued 
from  that  delightful  country,  whole  name 
will   ever  be  affbciated  in  my  mind  with 
images  of  grandeur  and  beauty.     It  is  im- 
poffible  to  bid  adieu  to  Italy  without  great 
and    fenfible   emotions.     In    quitting  it,  I 
leave  behind  one  of  the  nobleft  monuments 
of  antient  art,  the  proudeft  productions  of 
genius  and    labour.     I   turn  my  back  on 
treaiures  defcended  from  claffic  owners,  and 
preferved  by  miracle  from   the  injuries  of 
conqueft  and  of  time.     Their   types   are, 
however,  yet  prefent  to  my  mind,  and  I 
bear  away  thofe   impreffions   which   fhall 
preferve   their  exiftence,  when — an  event 

probably 
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probably  not  diftant — thefpirit  of  revolution 
ihall  have  demolifhcd  them,  and  not  left,  of 
all  that  now  aftonifhes,  one  wreck  or  frag- 
ment behind. 

In    quitting    the    Italian    territories,    we 
paffed    a    mountain    originally    fteep,    but 
which  has  been  lowered  by  vaft  labour  and 
expence,  fo  as  greatly  to  facilitate  the  paf- 
fage.     The  courfe  of  the  Adice  marked  out 
our  track  the  whole  diftance  to  Brixen,  and 
from  Verona  to  Trent  the   country  wore  a 
charming  afpect.     Numerous  villages  were 
fcattered    at    proper    intervals    along    this 
gronpe  of  mountains  ;  and  the  eye  was  de- 
lighted by  fcenes   which    bore,    on  every 
hand,  the   marks  of  fuccefsful  labour.     In 
paffing  from  Trent,  the  mountains  inverted 
with    fnow    began    to    appear  ;    and    we 
found  ourfelves  at  Botfen,  or  Bolzano,  in 
one   of  the  moft  enchanting  fcenes  which 
this    route   has    afforded.     High  and    cul- 
tivated   mountains    feemed  to   inclofe  the 
town,  befide  which  the  Adice  rolled  a  ftrong 

and 
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and  fonorous  torrent.  The  landlord  was 
anxious  to  divert  me  from  thefe  pictu- 
refque  objeds  to  the  hiftory  of  that  cham- 
ber from  which  I  was  taking  my  view. 
The  fum  of  this  hiftory  wTas,  that  within  its 
walls  the  late  emperor  Leopold  had  flept 
— if  indeed  it  be  true  that  emperors  fleep;— 
that  his  imperial  majefty's  illuftrious  pre- 
deceffor  Jofeph  had  alfo  there  been  lodged ; 
and,  in  Abort,  that  it  had  been  dignified,  at 
different  periods,  by  the  prefence  of  almoft 
the  whole  houfe  of  Aufti ia. 

The  next  day  brought  us  to  Brixen.  The 
face  of  the  country,  which  had  continued  to 
improve,  prefented,  in  the  journey  of  this 
day,  a  fucceflion  of  beautiful  and  romantic 
varieties.  The  valley  appeared  to  imprefs 
us  on  every  hand,  and  the  mountains  were 
cultivated  and  inhabited  to  the  very  fum- 
inits.  Every  little  chafm  was  filled  up  with 
a  houfe,  a  church,  or  a  tower.  The  Com- 
teffe  de  Provence,  and  a  numerous  fuite  of 
^migrants,  had  anticipated  us   at  Brixen, 

II  and 
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and  we  had  ibme  difficulty  in  finding  ac- 
commodations unoccupied  by  this  band  of 
noble  fugitives.  In  leaving  Brixen,  we 
gradually  palled  from  a  rich  and  cultivated, 
to  a  coarfe  and  barren  part  of  the  valley; 
and  at  Sterfingham,  where  we  repofed  for 
the  night,  we  found  ourfelves  fituated  in 
the  midft  of  mountains  whofe  fummits 
were  enveloped  in  fnow.  The  heat  of  the 
fun,  which  had  been,  and  continued  to  be, 
exceffive,  appeared  to  have  produced  no 
other  effect  than  that  of  polifhing  their  fur- 
face,  and  giving  them  the  character  of 
glaciers.  We  left  Sterfingham  fufficiently 
early,  and  having  pafled  the  Breinar,  a 
mountain  of  no  ordinary  declivity,  arrived, 
after  a  journey  of  half  a  dozen  hours,  at 
Infpruck. 

I  have  been  much  entertained,  during 
our  progrefs  through  the  Tyrol,  by  the 
habits  and  coftume  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
Sunday  or  holiday  head-drefs  of  the  women 
is  of  black  gauze,  and  the  fcarlet  flocking  is 

vmiverfal. 
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univerfal.  The  men  are  in  general  of  a 
good  height,  and  of  a  robuft  and  manly  form. 
The  broad  green  fhoulder-ftraps,  which  pals 
over  their  waiftcoat,  connect  with  a  belt  of 
the  fame  colour ;  and  their  green  hats  of 
ftraw,  tied  with  a  band  of  ribbon,  give 
them  an  air  of  rural  fimplicity,  which  recals 
the  manners  of  antient  times.  Thefe  peo- 
ple appear,  for  the  mod  part,  profperous 
and  contented.  They  are  affable  and  cour- 
teous in  their  manners  :  though  funk  in 
the  bofom  of  mountains,  and  confined  to 
their  domeftic  circles,  they  feem  to  enjoy 
every  advantage  of  civilized  life — and  are 
probably  ignorant  only  of  that  refinement 
which  fixes  pleafure  in  vice,  and  renders 
civility  a  fnare. 
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Augfbourg,  April  30,  1792. 

f\  visit  to  the  Theatre  on  my  arrival 
^■^  at  Infpruck,  convinced  me,  though 
little  acquainted  with  the  language,  that 
German  tragedy  does  not  want  character. 
The  founds  were  indeed  barbarous,  and 
conveyed  no  intelligence  to  my  ear,  but 
there  feemed  a  harmony  between  the  words 
and  the  feelings,  and  the  meafures  of  the 
mournful  mufe  appeared  impaffioned  and 
expreffive.  Infpruck  difappointed  my  ex- 
pectations. It  makes  a  good  figure  in  the 
avenues  by  which  it  is  approached,  but  has 
no  pretenfions,  when  examined,  to  beauty, 
vivacity,  or  extent.  The  population  is 
fixed  at  twenty  thoufand ;  but  if  any  judg- 
ment might  be  fcprmed  from  general  ap- 
pearances, this  calculation  furpalTes  the  fa£t. 

The 
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The  ftreets  prefent  but  a  dull  exterior;  and 
as  the  town  is  principally  inhabited  by  no- 
bles, no  activity  is  communicated  by  the 
fpirit  and  buftle  of  trade.  The  river  In 
rolls  rapidly  here  on  its  way  to  the  Danube; 
and  it  is  from  the  bridge  which  croffes  this 
river — in  German  Brilck — that  the  town 
derives  its  name.  The  mountain  began  to 
lower  as  we  receded  from  Infpruck  -,  and 
having  conquered  the  difficulties  between 
this  town  and  Murnau,  we  entered  upon  a 
more  equal  country,  and  moved  along  a 
more  level  road  to  Augfbourg.  The  coftume 
of  the  women  has  varied  with  the  change 
of  country,  and  black  gauze  head-dreffes 
are  fucceeded  by  caps  of  gold  or  filver  tiffue. 
Thefe  ornaments  of  the  head  are,  1  am  told, 
not  promifcuoufly  worn — the  filver  being 
appropriated  to  the  virgin,  and  the  gold  to 
the  married  fair. 

In  looking  back  upon  the  Tyrol,  from 
which  we  have  lb  lately  emerged,  I  cannot 
but  regard  it  as  a  route  full  of  intereft  and 

beauty. 
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beauty.  Every  imaginable  variety  occurs 
in  that  finuous  valley  through  which  it  is 
traverfed  ;  and  its  mountains  prefent  all  the 
poffible  diverfities  of  figure,  complexion, 
and  culture.  In  addition  to  this,  the  track 
itfelf  is  no  where  perilous,  and  for  the  moft 
part  even  commodious.  The  road  is  con- 
ducted with  much  labour  and  art;  and 
though  tolls  of  a  considerable  amount  are 
exacted,  yet  the  convenience  enjoyed  am- 
ply gratifies  the  demand.  Accommodations 
are  abundant,  and  all  the  reafonable  wants 
of  a  traveller  find  a  ready  and  competent 
fupply.  Villages,  towns,  and  inns,  are 
numerous;  the  higheft  population  prevails, 
and  every  fymptom  appears,  of  eafe,  abund- 
ance, and  content.  Subjects  occur  at  every 
turn  in  which  every  tafte  and  pafTion  may 
find  delight ;  and  equal  matter  is  furniflied 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  route,  to  oc- 
cupy and  intereft  the  poet,  the  painter,  and 
the  philofopher. 

I  have 
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I  have  been  arretted  continually  in  my 
obfervations  upon  the  country,  by  vaft  ob- 
je£ts  of  fuperftitious  worfhip,  erected  upon 
the  high  road.  This  cuftom,  common  to 
all  Catholic  countries,  is  no  where  conform- 
ed to  on  fo  large  a  fcale  as  in  the  whole 
extent  of  the  Tyrol.  Independent  of  what 
occurs  on  the  open  road,  every  little  village 
has,  at  its  entrance,  a  complete  groupe  of 
the  Crucifixion,  into  which  enter  all  whom 
the  hiflories  relate  as  prefent  at  that  event. 
Thefe  being  executed  in  imitation  of  nature, 
prefent  a  very  ghaftly  fpedtacle.  The  Ma- 
donna is  the  object  of  particular  devotion  in 
Italy,  but  here  the  Saviour  has  very  pro- 
perly obtained  the  upper  rank.  Roads  are 
however  very  little  benefited  by  fuch  mo- 
numents. In  Proteftant  countries  their 
places  are  very  wifely  fupplied  by  polls  of 
dire&ion  and  diflance. 

At  Landfberg,  from  which  we  have  this 
day  come,  I  was  delighted  with  the  pleaiing 
and  chara&eriftic  obje&s  of  a  church-yard, 

into 
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into  which  I  had  by  accident  ftrolled.  The 
tombs  were  numerous,  and  interfperfed 
with  a  fort  of  wild  verdure  in  many  parts, 
which  rendered  them  pi&urefque.  A  ftone 
covered  the  ground  in  which  thefe  rude 
forefathers  of  the  hamlet  flept.  Thefe 
ftones  were  crowned  by  a  crofs  of  iron, 
worked  with  various  art,  and  more  or  lefs 
decorated,  according  to  the  tafte  or  the 
means  of  the  parties  who  ere&ed  it.  To 
this  crofs  was  appended,  by  Catholic  ufage, 
a  veflfel  formed  of  the  fame  metal,  which 
the  friends  of  the  deceafed  take  care  to  fup- 
ply  writh  holy  water.  In  this  veffel  is  a 
fprinkler  for  the  convenience  of  thofe  who 
wifh  to  beftow  a  requiem  upon  the  tomb. 
The  place  of  this  laft  is  fupplied  in  the 
poorer  orders  by  a  fimple  fprig  of  ever- 
green. Every  time  that  the  furviving  re- 
lations tread  the  church-yard  path,  they 
flep  afide  from  the  worn  track  to  fprinkle 
with  fome  pisus  drops  the  grave  of  a  father, 
a  hufband,  or  a  brother, 

vol.  11,  S  Nor 
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Nor  are  thefe  good  offices  confined  to  the 
kindred  of  the  deceafed.  Generofity  and 
affe&ion  equally  demand  this  fervice  ;  and 
many  repair  to  acknowledge,  by  this  laft 
office,  the  benefa&or  and  the  friend.  Even 
the  ftranger,  who  glances  his  eye  over  the 
tablet,  rarely  refufes  this  fimple  tribute. 
This  rite  is  clofely  allied  to  poetic  enthu- 
fiafm,  and,  barbarous  as  its  origin  may  have 
been,  it  breathes  the  fpirit  of  refinement 
and  feeling.  As  I  trod  among  thefe  ve- 
nerable monuments — for  fuch  I  deem  the 
repofitories  of  the  dead — I  feemed  to  be 
bound  by  the  fame  facred  neceffity.  All 
feemed  to  check  my  hafte,  and  demand  the 
pious  fprinkle.  Each  appeared  to  addrefs 
me  in  the  language  of  Archytas  : 

"  Quanquam  feftinas  (non  eft  mora  longa)." 

Or  to  breathe  the  more  elegant  prayer  of  the 

firft  of  poets : 

<c  So  may  fome  gentle  miife, 

"  With  lucky  words  favour  my  deftin'd  urn, 

c<  And  as  fhe  paffes  turn, 

"  And  bid  fair  peace  be  to  my  fable  fhroud  " 

The 
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The  fignal  for  departure  from  this  village 
hurried  me  away  from  thefe  filent  fcenes, 
where  recollection  will  frequently  foothe 
and  gratify  my  mind  in  moments  of  folitary 
reflection. 
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Conftance,  May  8,  1792. 

Augsbourg  is  a  town  of  no  particular 
magnitude  or  beauty.  It  enjoys  but 
few  advantages  of  fituation  or  afpect,  the 
circumjacent  country  being  flat,  open,  and 
cheerlefs.  The  folemnities  of  a  faint-day 
had  clofed  the  {hops,  and  the  population 
was  only  to  be  read  in  the  churches  and 
promenades.  The  Proteftants  fharewith 
the  Catholics  the  liberties  and  immunities 
of  this  town :  by  a  convention  entered  into 
by  both  parties,  equal  privileges  are  granted 
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to  each,  and  the  public  offices  are  divided 
between  them. 

The  gold  and  filver  head-drefs,  of  which 
I  have  already  fpoken,  here  obtained  almoft 
univerfally ;  and  it  was  a  fubjedt  of  amufing 
obfervation,  to  fee  the  crowds  aflembled  at  . 
the  churches,  bowing  their  golden  heads 
before  the  altars.  Thefe  fiaunty  caps  are 
an  article  of  no  mean  expence  ;  in  fome 
their  value  is  faid  to  exceed  ten  louis-d'ors. 
They  are  however  of  fo  durable  a  texture, 
that,  like  articles  of  family  plate,  they  fre- 
quently pafs  through  two  or  three  gene- 
rations. All  tongues  are  bufy  in  announ- 
cing the  declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of 
France,  againft  the  King  of  Bohemia.  The 
decree  of  the  Affembly  to  this  effe£t  is  faid 
to  have  been  ratified  by  Louis,  and  hoftile 
operations  are  on  the  eve  of  commence- 
ment. This  is  judged  by  the  politicians  of 
this  place  to  be  an  event  of  fo  great  mo- 
ment, that  all  the  lefler  incidents  are  fwal- 
lowed  up  in  its  vortex ;  and  nothing  fur- 
ther 
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ther  is  to  be  heard  of  the  aflaffination  of 
Guftavus,  or  the  fufpicious  exit  of  Leopold. 
The  country  difcovered  a  gradual  im- 
provement in  proportion  as  we  pafled  from 
Augfbourg  to  the  confines  of  Switzerland. 
Mindenheim,  Memmingen,  and  Wangen, 
were  the  places  at  which  we  refted  the 
three  nights  which  intervened  between  our 
departure  from  Augfbourg  and  our  arrival 
at  Lindau.  Plantations  of  hops  and  deli- 
cious pafture  grounds  accompanied  us  to 
this  latter  ftage ;  but  what  was  added  to  the 
beauty  of  the  country,  was  taken  from  the 
excellence  of  the  roads.  A  long  wooden 
bridge  conducted  us  from  the  extreme 
boundary  of  the  land  to  the  town  of  Lin- 
dau, which  enjoys  a  fituation  perfectly  in- 
fular,  and  prefents,  when  viewed  from  dif- 
ferent points,  an  objecT:  truly  pi&urefque 
and  fingular.  The  water,  by  which  it  is 
furrounded,  forms  part  of  the  Lake  of 
Conftance,  a  lake  of  very  fpacious  extent, 
larger,  yet  lefs  beautiful  than  the  Lake  of 

§  3  Geneva* 
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Geneva.  It  is  here  known  by  the  name  of 
Baden  See%  a  name  derived  from  its  prodi- 
gious and  unufual  depth — Boden  fignifying 
depth  in  the  German,  which  is  here  the 
vernacular  tongue. 

By  a  very  delightful,  though  circuitous 
track,  we  coafted  along  the  lake  to  Con- 
ftance  ;  and  found  inceflant  occupation  for 
many  leagues,  in  contemplating  and  com- 
paring the  very  rich  and  varied  fcenery 
through  which  we  were  conducted.  The 
road  pafled  alternately  upon  the  borders  of 
the  Lake,  and  among  the  devious  windings 
of  the  vallies ;  and  I  found  difficulty  in 
perfuading  myfelf,  that  what  I  had  hitherto 
admired  in  the  majeftic  inequalities  of  the 
Tyrol,  was  not  eclipfed  by  the  bold  and 
changeful  landfcapes  of  this  romantic  coun- 
try. At  the  diftance  of  four  or  five  leagues 
from  Lindau  we  crofled  the  Rhine  in  a 
ferry-boat.  This  river,  though,  fo  near  its 
fource,  is  of  confiderable  width,  and  de- 
fcends  with  great  force  towards  its  jun&ion 

withj 


LETTER     CXXXIX.  263 

with,  or  rather  its  entrance  into,  the  Lake. 
It  is  fomewhat  extraordinary,  that  two  of 
the  nobleft  rivers  in  Europe,  the  Rhine  and 
the  Rhone,  fhould  feverally  form,  within 
the  Swifs  territory,  two  lakes  of  a  magni- 
tude and  beauty  which  have  no  parallel. 

The  Rhine,  as  it  pafles  into  the  Lake, 
marks  out  the  line  of  boundaries  for  the 
German  and  Swifs  territories.  A  very  charm- 
ing village,  by  the  name  of  Rofbach,  gave  us 
the  firft  hofpitalities  after  our  entrance  upon 
Switzerland  ;  and  we  were  amufed,  during 
our  ftay,  by  various  fcenes  of  ruftic  fimplU 
city  and  village  innocence.  A  route  of  a 
few  hours  brought  us  toConftance,  enlivened 
only  by  the  influx  of  French  Emigrants,  and 
a  Polifh  fuite.  The  retired  and  peaceful 
ftate  of  this  town  has  attracted  many  of  the 
Emigrant  families  ;  and  various  houfes  have 
been  purchafed  for  the  accommodation  of 
thofe  who  can  difpenfe  with  the  gaieties  of 
polifhed  life,  and  fubmit  to  the  petty  feve- 
rities  of  Swifs  difcipline.     What  the  iron 
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fcourge  of  adverfity  may  effect,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  calculate  ;  but  fo  much  I  will  affirm, 
—that  if  it  teach  the  volatile  fons  of  France 
to  enjoy  domeftic  life,  and  peaceably  to  fur- 
render  the  "  Bagatelle,"  I  fhall  then  know 
nothing  which  it  can  not  effect. 


LETTER    CXL. 

Zurich,  May  u,  1792. 

qympathy  is  doubtlefs  the  moft  arbitrary 
paflion  in  human  nature*  Taught  by 
my  theory  to  hold  in  abhorrence  that  cruel 
fuperftition  which  afTumes  to  itfelf  the  dis- 
tinction of  the  Catholic  faith,  I  am  daily 
compelled  to  take  into  my  bofom  forne  of 
its  moft  bigotted  fupporters,  and  exercife 
the  moft  charitable  pity  towards  its  monks, 
its  priefts,  and  its  confeffors — Misfortune 
has  no  guilt.  The  rigorous  precautions 
now;  adppting  in  various  parts  of  Switzer- 

landQ 
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land,  have  driven  numbers  of  thefe  unfor- 
tunate exiles  to  Conftancp.  The  different 
ftates  of  Italy  have  refufed  their  hofpitalities, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  fee  where  thefe  titled 
fugitives  will  end  their  miferable  pilgrim- 
age. "  Quel  malheur," — faid  an  old  Prieft, 
who  fat  next  me  at  table, — "  d'etre  oblige 
de  voyager  le  monde  pour  trouver  un  peii 
de  repos."  A  meagre  Marquis,  who  had 
left  every  thing  behind  him  but  his  politefle, 
recounted  to  me  in  the  evening  the  enter- 
tainment which  the  Table  d'Hote  had  re- 
ceived in  my  abfence,  by  the  arrival  of  a 
Polonefe  princefs.  "  Madame,  (faid  he) 
"  parloit  de  la  Liberte ;  et  nous  primes  le 
"  parti  contraire  pour  mieux  jouir  de  fort 
"  efprit"— an  expreffion  which  could  only 
have  fallen  from  the  lips  of  a  Frenchman. 

The  Polonefe  Princefs  of  whom  the  Mar- 
quis fpoke,  is  purfuing,  as  I  underftand,  the 
fame  route  with  ourfelves  ;  and  therefore 
it  is  not  improbable  but  time  and  fubfe- 
quent  events  may  unravel  her  hiftory  and 
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chara&er.  At  prefent  it  appears  that  fhe  is 
a  woman  of  great  beauty,  is  travelling 
from  Warfaw  to  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  and 
abounding  in  vivacity  and  political  know- 
ledge. It  was  in  her  laft  character  that  fhe 
principally  figured  at  Conftance.  The 
Bifhop  of  Langres,  and  other  Emigrants  of 
diftin&ion,  were  the  fubjeds  of  her  attack; 
and  the  pufillanimous  flight  of  the  Nobles 
at  the  commencement  of  the  revolution, 
was  by  her  pourtrayed  in  all  thofe  ridi- 
culous colours  which  fuch  an  event  might 
be  fuppofed  to  receive  from  fuch  talents. 
But  with  the  Marquis,  refpeft  for  the  Sexe 
annihilated  the  fenfe  of  refentment,  and 
the  efprit  of  his  antagonift  was  no  lefs  the 
theme  of  his  admiration  and  his  praife,  for 
fporting  at  once  with  his  misfortunes  and 
his  difgrace. 

Enough  is  known  of  Conftance,  when  lit- 
tle is  faid.  An  air  of  dulnefs  hangs  over 
it,  chara&eriftic  of  the  Swifs  towns.  Its 
population  does  not  feem  to  bear  a  reafon- 
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able  proportion  to  its  extent ;  and  this  pro- 
portion will  not  be  eventually  increafed  by 
the  addition  of  thofe  fugitives  whom  the 
laws  of  their  community  condemn  to  per- 
petual celibacy.  At  the  point  from  which 
the  Rhine  iflues,  a  wooden  bridge  com- 
municates between  the  refpective  banks,  and 
gives  the  eye  an  opportunity  of  pervading 
the  whole  extent  of  the  town,  as  it  lines 
the  bank  of  the  Lake.  Viewed  indeed  un- 
der thefe  circumftances,  the  town  prefents, 
in  union  with  the  contiguous  fcenery,  a 
picture  of  no  mean  beauty.  The  Lake  it- 
felf,  meafuring  a  length  of  feventeen,  and  a 
width  (in  its  wideft  part)  of  fix  leagues, 
would  fill  any  landfcape  with  fublimity. 
Add  to  this,  the  clear  and  rapid  Rhine, 
burfting  from  its  extremity,  and  the  Hoping 
mountains  running  as  it  were  into  its 
waters.  Thefe  are  the  ornaments  of  Con- 
ftance ;  and  thefe  might  give  it  as  import- 
ant a  rank  in  the  fchools  of  painting,  as 

its 
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its  fynods  and  councils  have  done  in  the 
fchool  of  theology. 

By  a  circuitous  and  pi£turefque  track  we 
pafled  from  Conftance  to  Schaffhoufe.  A 
trefpafs  committed  on  the  way  by  a  part  of 
our  equipage,  produced  a  demand  from 
fome  furly  peafants,  which  not  being 
immediately,  or  indeed  at  all  complied 
with,  half  the  boors  of  the  country  were 
aflembled  to  fupport  the  demand  of  the 
claimants.  As  blows  had  preceded  words, 
the  affair  was  foon  put  to  iflue  :  and  the 
fwords  which  had  dangled  befide  the  velvet 
fuits,  in  compliance  with  Italian  etiquette, 
were  now,  for  the  firft  time,  drawn  from 
their  peaceful  fcabbards.  A  worthy  veteran, 
tvhom  the  uproar  had  brought  out,  inter- 
pqfed  with  his  neceflary  authority,  and  by 
his  good  offices  we  were  refcued  from  the 
unequal  encounter. 
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A  little  difcuffion  of  French  politics 
with  fome  cheerful  ftrangers  at  the 
Table  d'Hote,  foon  reftored  the  equilibrium 
of  the  paffions,  fome  what  difquieted  by  our 
adventure  upon  the  road.  The  Fall  of  the 
Rhine  was  the  grand  lure  to  SchafFhoufe ; 
and  therefore  the  earlieft  light  of  the  morn- 
ing was  embraced,  to  view,  under  the  raoft 
advantageous  circumftances,  and  with  the 
greateft  leifure,  this  glorious  phenomenon. 
A  fhort  ride  from  the  town  brought  us  to 
that  point  at  which  the  Rhine  is  firft  fetn 
rattling  amongft  thofe  broken  rocks  which 
difturb  the  uniformity  of  its  paflage,  and 
communicate  turbulence  and  impetuofity  to 
its  current.  Difmounting  at  the  level  from 
which  it  falls,  we  paffed,  after  a  momentary 
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glance  at  the  brink  of  its  defcent,  to  the  op- 
pofite  point,  from  which  the  whole  cafcade 
is  feen  in  all  its  majefty  and  effect.  Na- 
ture has,  it  mull  be  admitted,  fcooped  out 
the  rocks  in  a  manner  admirably  calculated 
to  affift  the  impreffion,  by  diftributing  the 
ftream,  as  it  falls,  into  three  branches.  The 
height  of  defcent  is  efteemed  to  be  eighty 
feet. 

Various  pofitions  are  reforted  to  by  the 
guides,  to  eftablifh  the  admiration  of  the 
traveller,  by  all  the  diverfities  of  afpecT: 
which  this  cafcade  prefents.  Not  the  leaft 
delightful  is  that  which  fixes  the  fpe&ator 
beneath  the  Chateau  of  Lauffen,  and  en- 
clofes  him  in  the  foam  of  the  reverberated 
waters.  But  the  point  mod  favourable  to 
general  contemplation,  is  the  bank  which 
faces  the  whole  defcent.  Here  it  is  that  the 
eye  embraces  a  mighty  river,  whofe  ftream 
has  the  forced  oppofing  rock,  two  mafles 
of  which  have  alone  withftood  its  fury,  and 
now  divide  its  waters.     I  imagined,  as   I 
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contemplated  this  auguft  fcene,  the  procefs 
by  which  the  phenomenon  is  effected.  The 
rocks  appeared  for  a  moment  united,  and 
the  flinty  barrier  feemed  yet  folid.  I  paint- 
ed to  myfelf  the  aftion  of  the  ftream,  the 
refiftance  of  the  craggy  phalanx,  and  the 
gradual  triumphs  of  the  more  powerful 
waters,  I  faw  nature  preGding  over  the 
combat,  and  turning  in  her  own  favour  the 
fortune  of  the  day. 

In  addition  to  the  bolder  traits,  this  cas- 
cade abounds  in  minuter  beauties,  which 
might  be  particularized  in  its  favour.  The 
pyramids  of  rock  by  which  it  is  divided, 
are  pierced  into  hollows,  and  fhaped  into 
forms  of  uncouth  and  irregular  beauty. 
The  Chateau  of  Lauffen  overhanging  its 
fall,  is  an  additional  ornament  to  the  fcene  ; 
and  when  the  bulk  and  force  of  its  waters 
arc  confidered  in  conjunction  with  thefe 
dependent  circumftances,  height  is  the  only 
defeQ:  which  criticifm  can  difcover.  Did  it 
fall  through  a  fpace  equal  to  that  which 

the 
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the  Velino  defcribes  at  Terni,  it  might  then 
claim  an  attribute — perhaps  in  no  cafe 
wholly  deferved — that  of  perfe&ion. 

The  bridge  of  wood,  which  is  among 
the  varieties  of  SchafFhoufe,  is  a  fubje£t 
equally  of  aftonifhment  and  regret — of 
aftonifhment,  that  a  bridge  of  fuch  extent 
fliould  have  been  conftru&ed  upon  only 
two  arches ;  of  regret,  that  it  fhould  have 
been  conftru£ted  upon  more  than  one.  This 
laft  arifes  from  the  tradition,  fufficiently 
authenticated,  that  the  builder's  original 
plan  and  private  wifh  were  to  throw  one 
arch  of  wood  acrofs  the  Rhine.  This  was 
over-ruled  by  the  prudence  of  the  citizens, 
who  were  fufficiently  phlegmatic  to  prefer, 
in  this  inftance,  fafety  to  /peculation. 

Our  journey  from  SchafFhoufe  to  this 
place,  though  not  amounting  to  more  than 
nine  leagues  of  ground,  was  unavoidably 
divided  into  two  ftations ;  and  the  village 
of  Eglifau  terminated  the  labours  of  the 
firft  day*     Mifchief  and  induftry  combined 

could 
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could  not  have  rendered  the  track  more 
completely  inconvenient,  than  heavy  rains 
and  a  loofe  foil  had  already  done.  It  was 
fome  recompence  to  find,  that  the  fcenes  in 
which  we  were  compelled  to  reft,  had  many 
beauties  to  fhow.  Our  landlord  was  a  man 
of  information  beyond  his  calling  and  his 
fituation,  which  was  a  perfedt  folitude.  He 
placed  me  in  a  pleafant  attic,  and  pointed 
to  my  indiftin£t  optics  a  thoufand  charming 
objedts  in  the  landfcape  before  us.  When 
the  fun  had  done  his  laft  offices,  my  land- 
lord diverted  me  with  a  feries  of  anecdotes, 
refpeding  the  cynofure  of  Switzerland, 
Lavater.  The  portrait  of  this  extraordinary 
man  formed  the  central  ornament  of  his 
mantle-piece;  and  he  feemed  as  proud  of 
having  lodged  him  within  his  humble  ca- 
baret, as  the  ignorant  Tyrolian,  who  had 
done  the  fame  honors  to  the  whole  houfe  of 
Auftria, 


VOL.  II*  £ 


C     274    ] 


LETTER    CXLII. 

Geneva. 
tt/hen   the  mind  has  determined  upon 
an  objedt  as  efTential  to  its  fatisfa&ion, 
it  is  not  readily  prevailed  upon  to  conde- 
fcend  to  lefler  gratifications.     Lavater  and 
Zurich  had  been  fo  long  affociated  in  my 
mind,  that   the  report  of  his  abfence   in- 
verted the  whole  fyftem  of  my  pleafures ; 
and  rendered  me  difpofed  to  quarrel  with 
objects  of  fufficient,  though  fubordinate,  in- 
tereft.     If  fituation  can  confer  beauty,  and 
tranquillity  be  adopted  as  a  fubftitute  for 
happinefs,  Zurich  wants  no  charm  for  the 
eye,  or  the  heart.     Placed  at  the  extremity 
of  a  tranfparent  lake,  whofe  banks  are  lined 
to  the  very  brink   of  the  water  with  the 
choiceft   culture,    it   embraces  a   thoufand 
beauties  of  local  pofition.     The  interior  of 

the 
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the  town  is  neat,  without  any  extraordi- 
nary fharc  of  regularity  ;  and  its  prome- 
nades and  terraces,  though  fufficiently  re- 
moved from  finifhed  tafle,  have  yet  a  deli- 
cious variety  of  profpecT;  and  fhade. 

The  countenances  of  the  fair  fex  are  much 
below  the  character  of  their  underflandings  ; 
and,  if  I  may  judge  from  a  fhort  and  im- 
perfect experience,  they  borrow  cdnfider- 
ably  lefs  from  the  charms  of  perfon,  than 
the  graces  of  the  mind.  The  government 
of  Zurich  has  the  property  of  ftrictnefs  and 
vigor,  common  to  the  Swifs  governments 
in  general.  Regularity  is  doubtlefs  com- 
mendable in  a  ftate,  and  a  well-ordered  po- 
lice is  indifputably  the  beft  feature  in  civil 
adminiftrations.  But  the  excellence  of  the 
end  will  fcarcely  juftify  the  feverity  of  the 
means.  The  laws  of  Zurich  are  rigid  and 
inquifitorial ;  they  hang  a  rod  over  the  mi- 
nuted foibles,  aad  the  mod  ordinary  levi- 
ties. A  dog  may  not  follow,  nor  a  com- 
pany dance,  within  the  walls  of  the  city. 

T  2  Tranquil- 
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Tranquillity  and  order  are  poffibly  pro- 
duced by  thefe  municipal  precautions ;  but 
they  are  littlenefTes,  which  debafe  the  dig- 
nity of  the  mind,  and  annihilate  the  fenfe 
of  freedom. 

The  public  fentiment  is  greatly  agitated 
within  this  town  by  the  political  commo- 
tions of  Europe,  and  considerable  anxiety 
is  felt  and  expreffed  upon  the  iflTue  of  that 
queftion,  which  is  to  decide  the  fafety,  per- 
haps the  fate,  of  Switzerland.  Neutrality 
is  indifputably  the  line  of  choice,  for  which 
three-fourths  of  the  country  would  deter- 
mine. The  ariftocracy  is  too  prudent  to 
wilh  a  rupture,  and  the  democracy  too  fee- 
ble to  feek  alliance  with  their  revolutionary 
neighbours ;  and  a  neutral  character  is 
doubltefs  that,  by  which  they  are  moft  likely 
to  maintain  at  once  their  commercial  inte- 
refts,  and  their  civil  independence.  The 
public  tables  refounded  with  political  de- 
bate ;  in  this,  however,  the  prudent  natives 

took  but  little  fhare.     Emigrants  of  various 
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character  were  daily  entering ;  and,  aware 
of  the  limited  term  by  which  their  refidence 
is  confined,  feemed  defirous  of  taking  re- 
venge in  the  freedom  of  their  difcuffions. 
Berne  and  Laufanne  were  crouded  with  the 
fame  fort  of  travellers ;  and  it  was  not 
among  the  leaft  amufing  incidents  which 
prefented  in  thofe  feveral  places,  to  fee  the 
public  tables  furrounded  with  a  mixed  fo- 
ciety  of  princes  and  roturiers,  ariftocrats  and 
jacobins,  cavaliers  and  fans  culottes — men  in 
fliort,  whofe  politics  were  as  oppofite  as  their 
conditions,  and  who  had  no  principle  of 
union  but  that  which  arofe  from  an  equality 
of  fuffering. 

The  jealoufies  of  this  little  republic  ap- 
pear to  have  received  a  confiderable  increafe 
by  the  late  events,  and  the  extreme  precau- 
tion, both  civil  and  military,  which  is  daily 
obferved,  feems  to  indicate  ftrong  fymp- 
toms  of  alarm  and  difunion.  Its  vicinity  to 
Savoy  on  the  one  hand,  and  France  on  the 
other,  between  which  fome  underftanding 
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appears  to  fubfift,  is  a  fufficient  ground  of 
apprehenfion  ;  and  it  feems  to  require  the 
whole  policy  and  firmnefs  of  the  governing 
council,  to  maintain  its  good  faith  with 
Switzerland,  and  its  own  independence, 
againft  fuch  a  multitude  of  dangers  and  faf- 
cinations.  Already  its  aciive  commerce  has 
received  a  check,  and  that  cheerful  vivacity 
which  once  filled  its  ftreets,  is  now  no  more. 
All  is  changed,  but  the  grand  objects  of  na- 
ture. The  Rhine  has  not  loft  its  tranfpa-. 
rency,  nor  the  Salenche  its  dufky  grandeur. 
The  Lake  yet  prefents  a  cerulian  furface, 
and  the  Glaciers  yet  heave  their  fnowy  bo- 
foms.  On  thefe  the  eye  may  fix,  when  the 
heart  has  fickened  at  civil  difcord,  and  for- 
get, in  the  tranfports  which  their  changelefs 
beauties  create,  the  factions,  the  follies,  and 
the  crimes  of  men. 
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Laufanne. 

tt  is  not  eafy  for  imagination  to  feign  a 
villa  of  more  pi&urefque  enchantment, 
than  that  from  which  I  now  write.  It  is 
fituated  at  the  elevation  of  a  league  above 
the  waters  of  the  Lake;  and  planted  amongft 
thofe  charming  inequalities  which  abound 
in  ruftic  beauty,  and  give  a  never  ending 
variety  to  the  furrounding  fcenes.  The 
pleafure  arifing  frcpm  this  refidence,  is  only 
embittered  by  the  recollection  of  thofe  who 
once  occupied  it,  and  the  cruel  circum- 
ftances  which  have  exiled  from  fo  delicious 
a  retreat  its  ancient  pofleflbr.  The  poli- 
tical factions  which  fome  time  paft  rent 
afunder  the  inhabitants  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud, 
compelled  to  emigration  fome  families  of 
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the  firft  diftin&ion.     Amongft  this  number 

was  colonel  de  P ;  and  in  him  the 

country  has  fuftained  a  lofs  not  eafily  re- 
paired. He  was  a  man  of  frank  and  liberal 
manners,  his  knowledge  was  correct  and 
general,  and  his  mind  was  expanded  by  a 
long  and  a£tive  intercourfe  with  public  life. 
United  to  a  woman,  whofe  beauty,  though 
pre-eminent,  was  yet  her  lowed  praife,  he 
was  now  confuming  the  evening  of  life  in- 
rural  purfuits — exercifing  histaftein  the  cul- 
tivation of  his  grounds,  and  his  virtue  in 
domeftic  hofpitality.  From  this  retirement 
and  thefe  purfuits  the  curfe  of  party  zeal 
has  driven  him :  and  the  villa,  which  he 
raifed  for  his  pleafure,  is  now  abandoned 
to  the  purpofes  of  hire. 

Efforts  of  change,  if  they  accomplifh  not 
their  end,  ufually  terminate  in  an  increafe 
of  the  evil.  Such  has  been  the  fa<£t  in  re- 
fpe£t  to  Laufanne.  The  removal  of  abufes, 
and  the  enlargement  of  civil  rights,  were 
ihc  pretended  purpofes  of  the  late  combi- 

nations9 
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nations.  The  defeat  of  tliefe  has  led  to  new 
precautions,  in  which  the  comfort  of  the 
individual  is  furrendered  to  the  fafety  of  the 
ftate ;  and  the  reftraint  which  before  was 
vifionary,  is  now  become  real.  A  law  has 
been  enacted,  which  binds  the  traveller  to  a 
requeft  of  permiffion,  when  his  intentions 
are  made  up  to  a  fumrner  refidence.  This 
gives  to  the  bailiff,  who  is  the  fupreme  go- 
vernor, a  power  of  oppofing  the  continu- 
ance of  obnoxious  characters  amongft  his 
immaculate  fubjects  ;  and  of  keeping  the 
foil  of  Switzerland,  free  from  the  induf- 
trious  experiments  of  their  Gallic  neigh- 
bours. A  Ruffian  princefs,  who  occupies 
an  extenfive  villa  contiguous  to  our  own, 
has  lately  received  intimation  of  the  Baron's 
difpleafure ;  and  as  the  decree  of  exile  is 
laconic,  fhe  is  left  to  conjecture,  that  her 
Paris  connections  have  conftituted  her  crime. 
The  line  of  policy  which  has  been  adopted 
throughout  the  popular  commotions,  is  re- 
puted to  have  borrowed  much  of  its  feve- 

rity, 
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rity,  and  fome  of  its  wifdom,  from  the  His- 
torian of  the  Roman  empire.  How  far  this 
may  have  been  the  fad  or  not,  I  pretend 
not  to  fay;  as  little  am  I  difpofed  to  decide, 
whether  it  may  be  efteemed  a  reproach  or 
a  panegyric  upon  his  character.  So  much 
at  leaft  is  certain,  that  the  floods  of  ven- 
geance have  been  let  loofe  with  little  regard 
to  mercy,  or  opportunity  of  exculpation; 
and  thofe  who  have  not  been  humbled  by 
punifhment,  have  at  leail  been  filenced  by 
fear.  The  circles  of  abfolute  pleafure  have 
fuffered  little  from  thefe  reftraints ;  political 
terror  flops  greatly  fhort  of  the  card- table 
and  the  dance.  But  the  interchange  of  li- 
beral and  enlightened  converfation  has  re- 
ceived a  wound,  which  can  only  be  healed 
by  the  deftrucYion  of  feverity  and  fufpicion. 
The  sera  of  confidence  is,  however,  if  one 
may  be  allowed  to  conjecture,  confiderably 
diflanr,  and  the  ferocious  fpirit  of  the  reign- 
ing ariftocracy  has  not  yet  difcovered  any 

fymptoms  of  decline* 
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Thefe  evils,  it  muft  be  owned,  are  little 
felt  by  the  mafs  of  the  inhabitants.  Inured 
to  habits  of  toil,  and  accuftomed  to  the  fe- 
clufion  of  an  agricultural  life,  they  rarely 
intermeddle  with  the  regulations  of  ftate. 
Political  debate  is  confined  to  the  enthu- 
fiafm  of  a  narrow  circle.  The  reftri£tions 
of  government  afFe£t  alone  the  evening  dif- 
cuffions  of  the  coffee-houfe,  and  the  pro- 
menade ;  whilft  the  hufbandman  and  the 
farmer  can  difcover  no  changes  in  the  fea- 
tures of  the  government,  and  fuffer  no  di- 
minution of  their  habitual  liberty — in  pre- 
cautions which  difturb  not  the  progrefs  of 
their  labours,    or  the   regularity  of   their 


gains. 
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Ti/TANKiND  have,  in  all  ftates  of  fociety, 

their  particular,  and  appropriate  amufe- 

ments.     It  is  in  the  moment  of  relaxation, 

that 
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that  nature  {hows  her  particular  features; 
and  the  genuine  character  is  then  beft  as- 
certained, when  there  is  the  leaft  tempt- 
ation to  caution  and  difguife.  It  is  on  this 
principle,  that  I  am  anxious,  in  the  vari- 
ations of  my  courfe,  occafionally  to  affociate 
with  the  different  aflemblies  which  unite  in 
the  profeffed  perfuit  of  pleafure  or  diverfion. 
Switzerland  has  probably  lefs  to  fhow  in 
the  line  of  original  entertainment,  than  any 
country  in  Europe,  Holland  alone  excepted. 
Pofleffed  of  little  or  no  conftitutional  ardor, 
the  laborious  natives  feem  concent  to  lead  a 
life  of  patient  induftry  and  domeftic  regu- 
larity, without  any  ideas  of  indulgence  be- 
yond thofe  of  the  flafk  and  the  valz.  As  I 
have  penetrated  but  little  into  the  interior 
of  the  country,  I  pretend  not  to  judge  of 
the  general  tafte.  From  what  however  has 
come  under  my  own  obfervation  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  the  plea- 
fures  of  the  flafk  and  the  valz  have  loft  no 
portion  of  their  antient  influence.     By  a 

latitude 
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latitude  of  interpretation,  common  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Continent,  Sunday  is 
efteemed  the  day  of  relaxation  and  fefti- 
vity  ;  and  it  is  on  this  day  that  the  Swiis 
unbends,  and  lofes  the  ordinary  feverity  of 
his  humour,  in  the  moft  gay  and  feftive  di- 
verfion.  The  effects  of  the  bottle  are  uni- 
verfally  ieen  upon  the  flraggling  peafants, 
who  are  encountered  in  every  quarter  of  the 
vicinity  of  Laufanne,  perfuing  their  eccen* 
trie  courfes  towards  their  refpe&ive  abodes. 
All  the  fheds  and  hovels  are,  on  the  fame 
evening,  occupied  for  the  purpofes  of  the 
valz ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  retreat, 
which  is  not  difturbed  by  the  diffonance  of 
a  wretched  fiddler,  and  the  clattering  of  ruf- 
tic  feet. 

The  amufements  of  the  higher  clafs  are 
very  much  upon  a  level  with  the  general 
diverfions  of  polifhed  focieties ;  and  the 
great  intercourfe  which  fubfifts  between  the 
Laufannois  and  their  neighbours  the  French, 
has  introduced  amongft  the  former  all  the 

little 
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little  expedients  of  focial  recreation  fo  fa- 
mous among  the  latter.  The  focieties  are 
moftly  feled;  and  the  diverfions  which 
principally  prevail,  where  cards  are  ex- 
cluded, confift  in  ingenious  evolutions  of 
the  jeu  de  FEpingle^  and  fallies  of  wit  at  que/- 
tions  et  reponfes.  What  may  be  the  virtue 
or  antiquity  of  this  laft,  I  am  unable  to  fay. 
It  appears,  however,  to  have  had  exiftence 
in  elder  days;  and  I  cannot  but  fuppofe 
that  Ariofto  alluded  to  a  diverfion  of  this 
nature  amongft  the  gambols  played  off  by 
the  fairy  Alcina : 

Tolte  che  fur  le  mcnfe  e  le  vivande, 
Facean  fedendo  in  Cerchio  ungiuoco  lieto, 
Che  neir  orecchio  Tun  l'altro  domanda 
Come  piu  piace  loro  qualche  fecreto. 

Orlando  Ferioso,  Can.  7.  Stan.  21. 

The  hall  from  viands  and  from  tables  clear, 
They  form,  in  circle  ranged,  a  fportive  game  *, 

With  gentle  whifpers  each  in  other's  ear 
Some  queftion  afks,  as  Fancy  bids  him  name. 

Thefe  are  evidently  exotic  pleafantries,  and 
do  not  ftridly  harmonize  with  the  gravity 

and 
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and  phlegm  of  the  Swifs  chara&er-  Sober 
fenfe  appears  in  general  the  laft  boundary 
which  nature  has  aifigned  to  their  intellec- 
tual talents;  and  genius  and  wit  are  quali- 
ties of  which  they  are  deftined  to  partake  in 
a  very  inferior  degree.  Exceptions  have 
exifted  to  this  obfervation  ;  and  the  names 
of  Kaller,  Gefner,  Euler,  and  Lavater,  are 
fufficient  to  refcue  the  nation  from  literary 
oblivion.  A  repartee  which  is  now  in  circu- 
lation, will  poflibly  convince  you,  that  the 
rule  which  decides  againft  their  pleafantry, 
is  not  wholly  without  exception,  Monf. 
R.  having  drank  too  freely,  in  rifing  from 
table  had  the  misfortune  to  fall,  and  uttered 
the  following  impromptu  : 

On  dit  le  vin  plus  fort  que  l'eau, 
Et  je  le  crois  fans  peine, 
L'eau  detruit  tout,  maifon,  troupeau, 
Et  deracine  une  cherie  ; 
Or,  fi  dans  fon  debordement 
Rien  ne  refifte  a  fa  colere, 
Faut  il,  s'etonner  un  moment, 
Que  le  vin  m'ait  jette  par  terre  ? 

I  (hall 
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I  iha!l  give  you  a  tranflation,  in  lieu  of 
poftfcript : 

Wine  is  more  flrong  than  water  deem'd, 

Nor  is  the  rule  a  joke, 
For  water  levels  houfe  and  flock, 

And  rends  the  ftubborn  oak; 
If  then  its  overflowing  rage 

No  obflacle  can  bound, 
What  wonder  that  the  flronger  wine 

Has  laid  me  on  the  ground  ? 


LETTER    CXLV. 


*TpHE  romantic  fcenes  which  I  now  in- 
habit, and  the  very  pi&urefque  cha- 
racter of  all  which  furrounds  me,  have  al- 
moft  entirely  cut  me  off  from  general  fo- 
ciety.  Abforbed  in  the  vifions  of  Rouf- 
feau,  and  enclofed  as  it  were  in  the  fphere 
of  his  mighty  magic,  I  feel  content  to  live 
fequeftered  amidft  this  delicious  enchant- 
ment.    The    Heloife    is    indifputably   the 

moll 
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moft  forcible  addrefs  to  the  paffions  that 
human  genius  ever  produced ;  and  perhaps 
the  capacity  of  man  for  delicate  transports, 
could  in  no  cafe  find  a  better  meafure,'  than 
in  thofe  effects  with  which  it  impreffes  a 
feniible  mind.  Local  circumftances  contri- 
bute greatly  to  the  influence  which  works 
of  feeling  poflefs  5  and  he  is  competent  to 
judge  of  this  obfervation,  wmo  has  the 
name  of  Veray  continually  founded  in  his 
ears,  and  the  rocks  of  Milleray  projecting 
to  his  view. 

It  is  indeed  a  fubject  of  no  fmall  regret, 
that  the  Heloife  mould  appear  upon  revifal, 
of  corrupt  and  injurious  tendency.  The 
attempt  of  Rouffeau  to  draw  it  to  a  virtu- 
ous clofe,  is  feeble  and  unnatural.  Let  it 
be  owned,  that  the  paffions  are  too  induf- 
trioufiy  profelyted  to  the  fide  of  moral 
frailty  ;  and  that  the  general  impreflion  is 
little  in  favour  of  human  virtue.  Confi- 
dered  as  a  work  of  genius,  it  is  beyond  all 
praife :  but  as  Johnfon  has  faid   of  Cathe- 

vol.  11.  U  rine 
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rine  in  Henry  the  Eighth,  the  genius  of 
Rouffeau  appears  to  go  out  with  Julie  ;  and 
he  muft  fupply  much  from  his  own  imagi- 
nation, and  the  recollection  of  paft  circum-* 
fiances,  who  can  be  equally  interefted  in 
Madame  de  Wolmar.  The  fact  is,  that  the 
novel  ftands  upon  the  fingle  ground  of  its 
pathetic  excellence,  by  which  I  mean  its 
power  of  operating  in  an  extraordinary  de- 
gree upon  the  paffions :  it  ought  therefore 
to  have  ended  with  the  event  which  deter- 
mines the  feparation  of  Julie  and  St.  PreuXj 
viz.  the  marriage  of  the  former  to  Monf. 
M,  Wolmar.  What  is  added,  defiroys  in 
fact  the  unity  of  the  work ;  while  it 
weakens  the  firft  impreffion,  it  produces 
no  material  change  in  favour  of  virtue  ;  and 
it  offends  the  critic,  without  fatisfying  the 
moralift. 

Such,  however,  was  the  character  of  the 
writer,  that  he  neither  lived  nor  wrote  in 
conformity  to  received  rule;  and  thus  neither 
his  adions  nor  his  works  can  be  fentenced 

without 
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thout  an  almoft  equal  mixture  of  praife 
and  cenfure.  An  intelligent  woman  has 
put  into  my  hands  an  epitaph,  expreffive  in 
no  ordinary  degree  of  this  fingular  hu- 
mour ;  and  as  it  is  the  produce  of  Laufanne, 
it  will  probably  difpofe  you  to  think,  that  a 
bel  efprit  is  not  wholly  a  prodigy  in  Swit- 
zerland : 

Ci  git  Rouffeau  !  chez  lui  tout  fut  contrafle, 
II  aima  les  humains,  mais  fe  fut  pour  les  fuir  : 
II  perdit  fa  patrie  en  voulant  la  fervir : 
Modefte  avec  orgueil, — il  fut  pauvre  avcc  fafte  ;  — 
Ne  fut  pas  vivre, — et  fut  mourir. 

How  far  my  tranflation  may  approach  the 
original,  I  am  not  anxious  to  know :  I 
have  only  attempted  to  tranfpofe  its  fpirit. 

Here  lies  RoufTe^ru,  the  (lave  of  truth  and  fiction, 
Who  lived  and  died  a  fplendid  contradiction. 
With  love  of  man  he  fled  the  world,  and  gave 
His  country  wounds  whene'er  he  meant  to  fave. 
Haughty,  though  poor,  and  modeft,  yet  with  pride, 
He  liv'd  to  folly,  and  to  virtue  died. 

As  I  am  now  upon  the  fubjedt  of  epitaphs, 
I  fhall  clofe  my  letter  with  one  upon  Vol- 

u  2  taire, 


292  LETTER     CXLV. 

taire,  from    the  fame  hand  ;  and  follow  It 
up  with  an  attempt  at  tranflation. 

O  Parnafle  fremis  de  douleur  et  d'efFroi 

Pleurez  Mufes,  brlfez  vos  lyres  immortelles, 

Toi  dont  il  fatigua  les  cent  voix  et  les  aides, 

Dit  que  Voltaire  eft  mort — pleure  et  repofe  toi- 

Voltaire  is  dead  !  ParnafTus  hum  thy  quires, 
And  break,  ye  mufes,  your  immortal  lyres  ! 
Fame,  let  thy  trump  the  laft  fad  note  difclo-fe, 
Then  midfc  the  tearful  forrow  feek  repofe. 
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he  Polifli  princefs,  who  made  fo  confpf- 
cuous  a  figure  at  Conftance,  holds  an 
equal  rank  in  the  coteries  of  Laufanne.  She 
is  the  wife  of  Prince  L-~ — — .  and  appears  to 
be  fufFering  a  fort  of  political  exile.  The 
fuperiority  of  her  talents,  rather  than  the 
eaft  of  her  principles,  have  recommended 
her  to  the  notice  of  perfons  of  condition  in 

this 
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this  country  ;  and  fhe  has  fucceeded  in  pro- 
curing the  bailiff's  permiffion  to  fix  her  re- 
fidence  for  fix  months   in  a  fplendid   and 
extenfive  villa  upon  the  borders  of  the  Lake. 
A  refidence  at  Paris  during  the  epoch  of  the 
Revolution,  communicated  to   her  mind  a 
glow  of  liberty,  which  kindles  at  every  re- 
turn of  political  difcuffion ;   and  the  pecu- 
liar circumftances  of  her  own  country  ren- 
der this  enthufiafm  Mill  more  fympathetical. 
Her  vivacity  and  her  information  cannot  be 
too  highly  appreciated ;  and  fhe  betrays  an 
excefs    of    romantic    fenfibility,    bordering 
upon  extravagance.     Though  admitted  into 
the   circles  of  this  place,  it   is   eafy  to  fee 
that  her  levities  are  not  wholly  unfufpected 
by  the  grave  and  cautious  Swifs,  whofe  re- 
gard for  decorum  is  among  their  firft  quali- 
ties, and  who  have  every  merit  on  the  fcore 
of  private  morals.      Staniflaus  appears  to 
have  anticipated  fome  excentricities  in  the 
bon-mot  which  he  uttered,  agreeable  to  the 
Princefs's  report,    upon   delivering  to   her 

u  3  fome 
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fome  recommendatory  letters :  "  Voila," 
faid  he,  "  des  lettres  de  creane  pour  des 
"  nouvelles  folies." 

The  lot  of  this  amiable  Prineefs— for  fuch 
amidft  all  her  eccentricities  fhe  is — contains 
a  moral,  from  which  the  heads  of  families  in 
man}'  European  ftates  might  derive,  if  dif- 
pofed,  confiderable  advantage.  "  A  qua- 
"  torze,"  faid  fhe,  when  enumerating  fome 
particulars  of  her  hiftory,  "  on  m'a  marie. 
"  Je  fus  mere  a  quinze:  je  refpe&e  mon 
<c  mari ;  c'eft  un  homme  de  merite :  mais 
"  je  ne  l'ai  jamais  aime."  The  arbitrary 
union  of  fortune  and  rank,  by  thofe  who 
aflame  the  difpofal  of  the  fexes,  may  juftly 
be  afligned  as  the  ground  and  occafion  of 
thofe  gallantries  which  difgrace  the  man- 
ners of  the  Continent.  It  is  judging  im- 
perfectly of  human  nature,  to  fuppofe  that 
Iplendor  will  fatisfy  every  paflion  ;  or  that 
thofe  chains  will  be  worn  with  content, 
which  are  impofed  by  force.  The  States 
of  Italy  abound   in  leflbns  of  fimilar  in- 

ftru&ions ; 
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ftrucYions;  but  fuch  is  the  infamous  law  of 
family  etiquette,  that  marriages  muft  be  re- 
gulated by  rules  of  aggrandizement,  and 
the  torch  of  Hymen  muft  be  kindled  at  the 
fhrine  of  Plutus.  Hence  the  profligacy  and 
licence  of  fafhionable  manners ;  hence  the 
cicifbeo,  the  cavaliere^  and  all  the  iniqui- 
tous expedients  for  fupporting  an  unna- 
tural yoke. 

The  family  of  the  March efe  L at 

Rome,  prefented  an  inftance  of  this  fort  of 
paternal  decifion.  As  public  concerts  were 
frequently  given  at  the  palace,  I  had  re- 
peated opportunities  of  feeing  the  young 
and  unconfulted  female,  ordained  by  her 
parents  as  a  vi&im  to  a  prince,  whofe  con- 
dition was  his  only  recommendation.  As 
the  parties  were  not  fufFered  to  commu- 
nicate, this  itfelf  would  be  fufficient  to  con- 
demn the  union,  had  it  not  been  equally 
forbidden  by  the  difparity  of  ages.  I  afked 
•in  attendant,  Upon  what  principle  the  union 
was  defigned  ?  "  Adeflb,"  laid  he,  "  e  domo 

u  4  "  de 
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"  de  Marchefe,  allora  fara  domo  de  prin-* 
"  cipe."  "  It  is  now  but  the  family  of  a 
u  Marquis,  then  it  will  be  the  family  of  a 
"  Prince."  This  violation  of  nature's  moft 
manifeft  law,  in  the  total  neglect  of  affedion 
and  choice,  is  an  ufurpation  more  criminal 
than  the  very  word  exceffes  of  their  civil 
tyranny.  Ariofto  muft  have  had  other 
models  to  write  from  than  thofe  which  now 
abound,  when  he  affirmed, 

««  Fiii  di  parer  fempre,  e  cofi  detto 

c<  L'ho  piu  volte,  che  fenza  moglie  a  lato 

"  Non  puote  uomo  in  bontade  eiler  perfetto. 

I've  ever  thought,  and  oft  the  truth  expreft, 
That  without  wedlock,  man  could  ne'er  be  blefh 

From  the  contemplation  of  fuch  laws, 
fuch  habits,  and  fuch  manners,  it  is  a  relief 
to  reflect  upon  another  nation,  and  find  the 
faith  of  matrimony  revered  in  public  opi- 
nion, and  regarded  in  predominant  prac- 
tice •  to  find  its  pleafures  celebrated  by  the 
firft  of  poets,  and  the  beft  of  men  ;  and  to 
obferve  its  effects  diftin&ly  vifible  in  the 

circular 
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circulation  of  virtuous  love,  and  the  efta~ 
bliihment  of  dorneftic  harmony: 

Hail,  wedded  Love,  myfterious  law,  true  fource 

Of  human  offspring 

By  thee  adulterous  luft  was  driven  from  men, 
Among  the  beftial  herds  to  range  ;  by  thee, 
Founded  in  reafon,  loyal,  juft,  and  pure, 
Relations  dear,  and  all  the  charities 
Of  father,  fon,  and  brother,  firft  were  known. 

Milton.  Par.  Loft,  Book  iv.  L.  750,  &c. 

But  happy  they  !  the  happier  of  their  kind  ! 
Whom  gentler  ftars  unite,  and  in  one  fate 
'yheir  hearts,  their  fortunes,  and  their  beings  blend, 
Thomson^  Spring,  L.  mo,  &c. 
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rpHE  melancholy  events  of  the  10th  have 
-  been  fubje£ts  of  no  fmall  grief  to  the 
fympathetic  Swifs.  With  a  tendernefs 
which  does  honour  to  their  feelings,  the 
municipal  authorities  proclaimed  a  feafon  of 

mourn- 
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mourning ;  and  invited  the  citizens  to  im- 
pend for  a  fortnight  their  diverfions,  in 
honour  to  the  manes  of  their  brave  and  un- 
fortunate countrymen.  The  flaughter  of 
this  intrepid  band  is  a  circumftance,  over 
which  all  the  diviflons  of  political  opinion 
muft  unite  in  one  common  fentiment  of 
forrow.  The  Programma  which  enjoined 
the  public  mourning,  was  affixed  to  all 
places  of  general  refort ;  and  "  Trie's"  and 
"  Goute's"  were  interdicted,  under  the  pe- 
nalty of  extreme  difpteafure.  In  addition 
to  this,  a  paper  has  been  circulated,  pur- 
porting to  proceed  from  the  ruling  Powers, 
and  calculated  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the 
Swifs  with  the  ftrongeft  emotions  of  hatred 
and  revenge.  Thus  watchful  is  power  to 
improve  thofe  advantages  which  the  crimes 
of  its  adverfaries  afford.  The  cool-blooded 
carnage  of  the  Thuilleries  will  be  recorded 
among  the  crimes  of  liberty — for  liberty 
may  have  her  crimes — and  arbitrary  power 
will  be  not  a  little  gratified,  at  having  the 

narrow 
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narrow  flock  of  its  argument  fo  materially 
increafed, 

A  profped  of  feparation  from  Mr.  L , 

whole  health  is  judged  to  demand  a  refi- 
dence  in  the  fouth,  has  opened  to  me  fome 
plans  of  travel,  which  I  am  anxious  to  exe- 
cute ;  and  the  very  difordered  ftate  of 
France,  which  might  feem  to  conftitute  an 
objection,  operates  with  me  as  an  induce- 
ment to  purfue,  if  poffible,  the  route  to 
Paris.  I  have  delayed  my  expedition  a  rea- 
fonable  number  of  days,  in  order  to  feel 
properly  releafed  from  an  obligation  under 
which  I  might  yet  appear  to  lie,  and  the 
difcovery  of  which  has  occafioned  me  much 
anxiety.  Mr.  H.  from  Amfterdarn,  with 
whom  I  formed  acquaintance  while  at 
Rome,  had  conceived  a  project  of  travelling 
to  Egypt,  and  difpatched  an  invitation  to  me? 
according  to  the  beft  addrefs  he  could  pro- 
cure,  to  accompany  him.  By  the  failure 
of  poft,  his  communication  never  reached 
fne?  and  it  was  not  without  an  accident,  that 

14  any 
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any  part  of  the  fubject  was  ever  made 
known  to  me.  I  know  not  a  track  upon 
the  globe,  which  I  would  purfue  in  prefer- 
ence ;  and  I  confider  it  as  one  of  the  moil 
adverfe  events  in  my  life,  that  the  propofals 
of  Mr.  H.  never  fell  into  my  hands.  As  I 
have  written  to  his  banker  at  Naples,  and 
waited  a  fufficient  time  without  reply,  I  am 
induced  to  fuppofe  that  he  may  be  re- 
moved *  beyond  the  reach  of  regular  com- 
munication ;  and  that  the  negociation,  fo 
far  as  regards  myfelf,  is  at  an  end.  The 
advances  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  the 
thunders  of  his  manifefto,  are  confidered  by 
my  Swifs  friends,  as  bad  precurfors  in  the 
route  I  intend  to  purfue ;  and  a  few  emi- 
grant counts,  with  whom  I  occafionally 
mingle,  have  wifhed  me  "  bon  voyage," 

*  I  have  fince  been  informed  by  Mr.  H.  that  upon  his 
vifiting  the  ifland  of  Malta,  he  was  difTuaded  from  pro- 
ceeding to  Egypt  by  the  advice  of  the  grand-mafler,  who 
aflured  him,  that  the  plague  had  broken  out,  and  that  pn 
this  account  he  returned  to  England  by  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal. 

and 


LETTER    CXLVII.  301 

and  piteoufly  recommended  me  "  a  la  lan- 
"  terne." 

An  engagement  which  I  have  entered 
into  with  fome  Englifh  ladies  related  to 
Mr.  L.  will  detain  me  fome  few  days,  in  an 
excurfion  to  the  Glaciers;  and  my  pur- 
pofe  is  made  up,  in  accommodation  to  their 
willies,  to  leave  this  place  on  the  23d  ;  and 
the  next  communications  you  receive  from 
me,  will  probably  acquaint  you  with  the 
particulars  of  my  fecond  vifit  to  the  Gla- 
ciers of  Chamouni.  Geneva  will  prefent, 
in  its  prefent  diftra£ted  date,  but  few  ob- 
jects capable  of  detaining  me;  and  my  de- 
fign  is  now,  to  feek  a  place  in  fome  public 
conveyance  for  Lyons.  The  general  paflage 
of  the  diligences  is,  I  understand,  at  an  end  ; 
and,  excepting  for  fome  purpofes  of  bufi- 
nefs  or  of  emigration,  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine  are  feldom  travelled.  I  anticipate 
in  the  journey  before  me  a  fund  of  varieties, 
and  thofe  not  always  of  the  moil  agreeable 
cart ;  objects  of  ufeful  fpeculation  are  fome- 

times 
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times  found  in  fcenes  of  danger  and  dif- 
guft  ;  and  thofc  who  have  matured  their 
wifdom,  have  rarely  done  it  but  by  a  dis- 
cipline from  which  the  gentle  timidities  of 
nature  would  be  difpofed  to  revolt. 
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Geneva,  Auguft  28, 1792. 

JT  was  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  that 
"  we  parted  from  Geneva,  and  entered 
upon  the  road  to  Salenche,  under  the  faireft 
aufpices  of  fun  and  iky.  The  whole  range 
of  the  Jura  foon  exhibited  itfelf  before  our 
eyes  in  great  and  extended  majefty.  Some 
loofe  fragments  of  light  and  undiffipated 
clouds  hovered  upon  its  breaft,  and  con- 
trafted  delightfully  with  the  dufky  Ihades 
of  its  general  furface.  Geneva  alfo  forms  a 
very  enchanting  figure,  when  viewed  upon 
this  route ;  its  buildings  feem  to  rife  in  a 
theatric  order  j  and  though  not  diftinguifh- 

ed 
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ed  by  any  individual  majefty,  conftitute  a 
very  ftriking  and  agreeable  whole. 

A  new  and  fingular  trad;  of  country  fooa 
opens  upon  this   route ;    and  though   the 
general  train   of  objects  were  fuch  as  my 
mind  could  anticipate,  there   were  details 
with  which  my  recolle&ion  was  not  wholly 
familiar.     The  approach   to  Bonneville  is 
fuch  as  few  cities  can  boaft.     The  Grande 
and  Petit  Saleve  gradually  falling  back,  the 
vaft  and  ftupendous  Brezon  is  feen  in  all  its 
ample  majefty,  fhaded  with  vegetation  in  its 
declivities,  but  bare  and  craggy  in  its  fum- 
mit.     Contrafted    with    this   is   the  Mole, 
whofe  rounded    fummit,    oppofed    to  the 
flinty  battlements    of  the   Brezon,    give  a 
foftnefs  and  variety  to  the  fcene.   The  road 
purfues  a  finuous  track  along  a  precipice 
elevated  above  the  torrent,  whofe  impetuous 
motion  fills  the  ear  with  majeftic  founds. 
Strong    fymptoms    of  poverty   appear   on 
every  part  of  this  mountainous  route  ;  and 
the  town  of  Bonneville  was  itfelf  crowded 

with 
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with  ragged  and  hungry  beggars.     We  met 
however  a  number  of  priefts,  whofe  portly 
mien  feemed  to   indicate  that  they  at  leaft 
had  the  art  of  keeping  poverty  at  a  diftance. 
Proceeding  from  Bonneville,   we  paffed 
through  a  tradt  of  no  extraordinary  beauty, 
till  the  clofe  of  the  vallev  announced  the 
approach  to  Clufe.     The  mountains  round 
Clufe  are  prodigioufly  bold  and  grotefque  ; 
they  rife  to  a  noble  height,  and  are  hewn 
and  rent  by  nature  and  accident  in  a  thou- 
fand   wild  and   magnificent  forms.     Here 
clofing  upon   each  other,    they  feemed  to 
form  a  majeftic,   yet  awful,  barrier  againft 
the   further  progrefs  of  the  mod  intrepid 
voyager.     The  narrow  road,  by  which  the 
approach  to  the  town  is  made,  appeared  to 
have  been  ftolen  with   difficulty  from  the 
prominent    rocks ;    and     the    overhanging 
maffes  frowned  upon  us  in  rude  and  tre- 
mendous fhapes.     We  croffed  the  Arve  to 
enter  the  town,  which  is  formed  of  two  or 
three  dirty  ftreets,  and  looks  as  wretched  as 

poverty, 
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poverty,  catholicifm,  and  an  unbenign  go- 
vernment, can  make  it.     Defcending  now 
along    the    valley   of  Maglan,    we    were 
charmed,  in  contemplating  a  delicious^  yet 
inconfiderable  cafcade,  which  iflued  from  the 
point  of  interferon   between  two  moun- 
tains, and  of  which  I  do  not  recoiled:  to 
have  taken  'any  notice   upon   my  former 
tour.     A  few  faint  and   refracted  rays  of 
the  fun  were  yet  lodged  upon  the  fummits 
of  fome  barren  cliffs,  which  rofe  above  thofe 
whence   the  waters  defcended.     The   ma- 
jeftic  hardinefs  of  the  latter,  contrafting  with 
the  foft  lights  of  the  former,   conveyed  to 
the  eye  a  picture  of  exquifite  and  enchant- 
ing beauty.     Under  this  impreffion  I  ar- 
rived at  St.  Martin's.     As  the  town  of  Sa- 
lenche  lies  on  the  other  fide  of  the  valley, 
at  fome  diftance  from  the  regular  track,  an 
inn,  by  the  name  of  Mont  Blanc,  is  newly 
built,  for  the  convenience  of  travellers,  on 
the  eftablifhed   route.     A  groupe  of  titled 
travellers  had  pre-occupied  the  beft  quarters. 
vol.  11.  x  .  But 
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But  he  who  is  bent  upon  travelling  into 
Savoy,  mud  not  expe£t  to  walk  upon  car- 
pets or  recline  upon  beds  of  down. 

We  left  Salenche    fufficiently  early  the 
following  day,  to  obtain  the  moft  advan- 
tageous view  of  the  cafcade  of  Chede.     Its 
fcattered  waters   were  now  coloured  by  a 
beauteous  rainbow,  and  the  ..hollow   rock, 
which  received  and  reverberated  the  defend- 
ing fhower,  was  charmingly  illumined  by 
the  fame  tints.    In  addition  to  the  elegance 
with  which  thefe  waters  are  expanded    in 
their  fall,  the  natural  formation  of  the  rock 
from  which   they  are  precipitated,  the  ca- 
vern which  receives  them,  and  the  general 
face  of  the  furrounding  obje&s,  give  to  this 
cafcade    a    confiderable     portion    of    pic- 
turefque  ornament.     The  Lake  of  Chede, 
tranfparent  and  cerulean,  the  Mont  St.  Ger- 
vais,  clothed  with  foft  and  variegated  ver- 
dure, and  the  contiguous  fummits   of  the 
Mont    Blanc,    and    other    glaciers^    were 
amongft  the  objects  which  next  arreft  at- 

tention* 
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tcntion.  The  torrent  Noiry  which  is  at  cer- 
tain feafons  of  the  year  fo  ftrong  and  for- 
midable, was  now  neither  fwoln  nor  rapid. 
Meeting  with  Pere  Cachat,  denominated 
L' Aiguille*,  at  the  village  of  Sarve,  I  re- 
tained him  for  the  fervice  of  the  Montain- 
vert.  This  man  is  one  of  the  beft  Guides 
of  Chamouni,  extremely  taH,  and  of  great 
force,  and  feemed  likely  to  prove  an  excel- 
lent fubftitute  for  my  old  and  refpeded 
Guide  Balmat,  who  was  now  abfent  from 
Chamouni  upon  an  expedition  into  the 
interior  of  the  Alps.  We  made  the  ufual 
afcent  of  the  Boiffons  previous  to  finishing 
the  journey  of  this  day;  and  the  glaffy 
pyramids  of  the    elegant   glacier  had  loft 

#  The  Guides  of  Chamouni  have  all  certain  characler- 
Sftic  names,  fome  relating  to  their  perfons,  others  derived 
from  their  achievements.  Jacques,  Balmat  is  furnamed 
the  Mont  Blanc,  from  having  firft  afcended  that  ter- 
rible mountain.  Cachat  is  diftinguiflied  by  the  appel- 
lation of  the  Giant,  from  his  uncommon  ftrength  ;  and,  in 
general,  each  has  his  nom  de  guerre,  by  which  he  is  more 
known  than  by  the  name  of  his  family. 

X  2 
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no  portion    of  their   former   tranfparency 
and  luftre. 

The  afcent  of  the  Montainvert  was  en- 
tered upon  with  the  advantage  of  the  morn- 
ing breezes  ;  and  our  female  fuite,  affifted 
by  the  energy  of  curiofity,  and  the  a&ivity 
of  their  condu&ors,  accomplifhed  this  la- 
bour without  any  material  portion  of  ap- 
prehenfion  or  fatigue.  Our  conductors,  in 
addition  to  Pierre  Cachat,  confided  of  Mef- 
fat,  father  and  fon,  the  former  of  whom  has 
been  more  than  thirty-five  years  in  the 
office  of  a  mountain  guide,  and  abounds  in 
that  fort  of  information  which  is  necefiarily 
acquired  by  fo  long  a  fervice.  Cachat,  re- 
lated to  the  Giant  of  that  name,  is  himfelf 
a  very  gigantic  figure ;  has  been  long  in 
the  habit  of  combating  mountain  dangers, 
and  acquired  confiderable  reputation  in  this 
kind  of  atchievements.  He  is  one  of  thofe 
who  have  been  called  upon  in  all  attempts 
to  afcend  the  Mont  Blanc  ;  and  was  one  of 
the  party  difpatched  by  Sauffure  to  hew  out 
14  ftepa 
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iteps  for  their  feet,  the  morning  hefore 
his  conqueft  of  this  formidable  mountain. 
Cachat  related  that  the  whole  of  this  fervice 
was  more  laborious  than  imagination  can 
picture.  When  encamped  upon  the  ice, 
one  tent  was  fpread  to  cover  Monfieur  Sauf- 
fure, his  fervant,  and  eighteen  guides ;  fo 
that  with  refpect  to  himfelf,  little  more  re- 
mained under  cover  than  his  head,  while 
his  feet  were  ahfolutely  frozen  to  the  ice. 
Men  of  the  moft  rofauft  make,  accuftomed 
from  their  earlieft  infancy  to  the  air  and 
the  toils  of  the  mountains,  were  feen  to 
tremble  and  faint  under  the  oppreffion  of 
thefe  accumulated  fatigues.  Bourrit,  who 
fucceeded  Sauffure  in  this  arduous  enter- 
prize,  confirms  in  general  the  truth  of  thefe 
reports, 

Reafon  and  humanity  appear  to  difcoun- 
tenance,  except  for  fome  definitevpurpofe  of 
utility,  expeditions  upon  this  hazardous 
mountain.  Sauffure  was  a  philofopher,  and 
his  afcenfion  of  the  Mont  Blanc  tended  to 

X  3  afcertaia 
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afcertain  fome  points  of  moment,  refpccting 
the  altitudes  of  the  mountains,  the  rarity  of 
the  air,  and  other  phyfical  phenomena.  A 
recent  attempt  was  made,  by  four  Englifh 
gentlemen,  to  climb  this  mountain;  and  the 
iffue  of  their  expedition  ought  to  render 
this  the  laft  example  of  fimilar  curiofity. 
When  afcended  only  to  the  bafe  of  the  ice, 
they  were  arretted  in  their  progrefs  by  a 
great  fall  of  rain,  and  the  riling  of  a  denfe 
fog,  which  expofed  them  to  imminent  dan- 
ger. Twenty  guides  were  employed  in 
this  abortive  expedition,  two  of  whom  were 
the  victims  of  an  accident,  in  confequence 
of  which  one  continues  yet  to  languish  in 
uncertainty  between  life  and  death  ;  the 
other  is  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery.  The 
fudden  fall  of  an  huge  ftone  was  the  cir- 
Gumftance  which  occafioned  this  accident, 
and  which  had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  the 
whole  company. 

I  was  particularly  gratified  in  this  afcent 
by  a  revifion  of  that  prodigious  rock,  the 

Aiguille 
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Aiguille  de  Dm.  It  is,  as  you  have  been 
already  informed,  a  pointed  rock,  rifing 
from  thofe  mountains  which  overhang  the 
Mer  de  Glace,  and  exhibiting  the  boldeft 
pyramid  in  the  realms  of  mid-air.  Nothing 
can  furpafs  the  tremendous  rnajefty  of  this 
object.  All  the  mountains  which  furround 
it  feem  lowered  by  its  afpiring  height, 
and  foftened  into  delicacy  by  its  rugged 
afpe<ft.  Its  furface,  of  the  hardeft  flints,  is 
never  decorated  by  verdure,  nor  enveloped 
by  fnow.  No  track  can  be  defcried  in  its 
awful  declivities.  The  conquerors  of  Mont 
Blanc  regard  its  height  as  unattainable;  and 
formed  for  eternal  decoration^ — ftorms  and 
tempefts  affail  it  in  vain. 

Our  day  was  pafled  as  ufual  upon  the  fum- 
mit  of  the  mountain,  in  the  contemplation 
of  its  various  and  interefting  wonders,  and 
fmifhed  by  a  defcent  upon  the  fource  of  the 
Arveron.  But  here  the  fcene  has  fuffered 
a  total  change  of  place  and  character.  The 
point  from  which  the  river  gufhed  laft  year 

*4  is 
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is  now  clofed,  and  the  ftream  has  forced  3, 
paflage  through  a  portion  of  the  ice,  at 
nearly  an  hundred  yards  from  the  former 
point,  and  in  a  pofition  infinitely  lefs  ad- 
vantageous to  its  beauty.  The  arches  of 
this  year  are  not  half  formed,  the  caverns 
of  this  year  are  not  half  funk,  the  tints  are 
no  longer  vivid  and  cerulean,  the  waters  no 
more  impetuous  and  majeftic.  I  left  the 
fcene  with  a  feeling  of  difguft,  propor- 
tioned to  that  admiration  with  which  I  had 
beheld  thofe  beauties  in  its  former  ftate, 
which,  however  they  may  have  ceafed  to 
exift  in  fad:,  will  preferve  a  late  and  lafting 
exiftence  in  my  recollection.  An  early  de- 
parture, and  difpatch  upon  the  road,  enabled 
me  to  reach  Geneva  on  the  following  day 
before  the  clofing  of  the  gates ;  and  I  am 
now  in  the  aft  of  preparing  for  an  expe- 
dition in  which  my  mountains  of  ice  will 
probably  be  converted  into  mountains  of 
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Lyons,  Sept.  8th,,  1793. 

YAM   now   fafely,  that  is  to  fay,   finally 
arrived  at   this  celebrated,  yet  depopu- 
lated city;   and  I  am   impatient  to  digeft, 
while  all  is  tranquil  around  me,  a  journal  of 
what  has  tranfpired  fince  my  laft  commu- 
nication.    The   rumours    of  Geneva,   for 
fome  days  previous  to  my  departure,  were 
pregnant  with  tales  of  difcord  and  murder, 
as  raging  throughout  this  department.    But 
my  refolution  was  previouily  made  up.     A 
defire  of  finding  a  convenient  winter  refi- 
dence  in  the  fouth,  had  induced  the  ladies 
whom  I   accompanied  to  the  Glaciers,  to 
adopt  my  determination,    and  meditate  a 
journey,   by  the   way  of  Lyons,  towards 
Montauban,  and  the  fouthern  extremities 
of  France.     It  was  doubtlefs  3  circumftance 

fuffi- 
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fufficiently  agreeable  to  find  a  party  di£ 
pofed  to  mare  the  pleafures,  and  to  divide 
the  expences  of  the  journey;  and  the  pre- 
meditated decifion  of  a  lady  who  had  the 
care  of  an  only  daughter,  and  the  expe- 
rience of  forty  years  to  confult,  was  at  leaft 
a  fufncient  ground  for  compliance  on  my 
part.  Hitherto  no  events  have  occurred 
of  that  nature  which  could  difpofe  them  to 
repent  of  their  enterprize.     A  Voiture-a- 

quatre  places  was  cbntracled  for  at  Geneva, 
and  pafTports  filled  up  with  all  precaution. 
Thefe  arrangements  being  made,  the  morn- 
ing of  the  5th  was  fixed  for  commencing 
the  journey.  I  had  previoufly  bid  adieu 
to  my  old  friend  the  Patriot,  who  ftriking 
me  on  the  back  as  I  quitted  him,  gave  me 
his  heartieft  benediction,  and  concluded — 
cc  Allez  done,  mon  cher  ami,  vous  y  verrez 
"  de  belles  chofes." 

The  diftribution  of  our  journey  being, 
by  the  laws  of  Voituriers,  vefted  in  them- 
felves,  we  were  introduced  to   a   fort    of 

cabaret 
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cabaret  in  the  village  of  Colonges,  at  the 
diftanee  of  only  three  pofts  from  Geneva. 
A  few  miferable  guards  had  in  the  morning 
announced  to  us  cur  entrance  upon  the 
French  territory;  and  being  occupied  in  a 
conflict  with  an  enraged  horfeman,  whofe 
piftois  they  had  feized,  gave  but  a  rapid 
glance  over  our  paflport,  and  fuffered  us  to 
proceed, 

Colonges  gave  us  a  very  warlike  recep- 
tion. The  village,  which  appeared  to  con- 
fifi  of  about  twenty  dilapidated  houfes,  was 
under  arms ;  and  a  guard  compofed  of 
about  a  dozen  ragged  and  crippled  ruftics, 
were  performing  their  evolutions  before  the 
aftonifhed  eyes  of  about  as  many  fpe£tators. 
A  foup-maigre  and  night's  repofe  having 
tranquillized  our  fpirits,  difcompofed  by 
thefe  military  terrors,  and  the  intrufion  of 
fome  cuftom-houfe  officers  into  the  fanc- 
tuary  of  our  luggage,  we  proceeded  the  next 
day  to  Cerdon,  which  we  reached  after  a 
journey  of  eight   pofts,      I  was   diverted 

from 
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from  attending  to  the  pi&urefque  courfe  of 
the  Rhone,  by  a  long  train  of  national  troops, 
who  were  marching  to  the  frontiers,  They 
were  in  number  eight  hundred;  and  ap- 
peared to  be  for  the  moil  part  recruits,  who 
had  not  yet  experienced  the  difcipline  of 
the  drill :  a  few  fa~iras  were  the  only  fa-*- 
lute  we  received  from  them.  Our  paffport 
was  demanded  at  Nantua  ;  and,  after  a  very 
fhort  delay,  returned  without  arny  fort  of  in- 
civility. Our  hoftefs  at  Cerdon  feemed  to 
confider  us  as  lawful  plunder,  and  did  not 
difmifs  us  till  fhe  had  enforced  a  very  am- 
ple exa&ion  for  the  privilege  of  fleeping 
fur  les  terres  de  la  liberie.  A  few  verbal  in-* 
fults,  and  an  occafional  cry  of  ariftocrats, 
were  the  only  inconveniences  we  fuftained 
on  the  way  to  Montluel.  The  matron  who 
attended  upon  us  hefe,  was  fomewhat  more 
humanized  than  thofe  with  whom  we  had 
hitherto  converfed.  She  harangued  us  dur- 
ing fupper  upon  the  ftate  of  the  country, 
^nd   enquired  very  particularly   after   the 

Duke 
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Duke  of  York,  whom  fhe  hoped  to  fee  very 
fpeedily  feated  upon  the  throne  of  France. 
Lyons,  fhe  affured  us,  was  profoundly  quiet, 
and  ftrangers  would  find  it  a  very  tranquil 
afylum.  Three  pofts  were  all  that  divided 
us  from  Lyons,  and  thefe.we  conquered  in 
half  a  dozen  hours. 

The  eye  is  not  flruck  by  any  prominent 
grandeur  in  the  diftant  view  of  this  city,  and 
its  entrance  does  not  appear  to  announce  a 
fecond  capital.  We  drove,  without  any 
interruption,  along  an  elegant  quay,  which 
flanks  the  Rhone,  and  entered  the  famous 
place  Bellecourt,  or  Louis  le  Grand.  This 
is  the  moft  fuperb  area  perhaps  in  Europe. 
It  confifts  in  three  fides  of  regular  and  ele- 
gant building :  the  fourth  is  fupplied  by  a 
range  of  promenades.  Our  voiturier  was 
dire&ed  to  condu£t  us  a  aux  armes  de 
44  France."  But  the  deftruftion  of  armorial 
bearings  had  effaced  the  antient  diftinctions 
of  hotels ;  and  therefore,  after  a  fruitlefs 
enquiry,  we  were  fet  down  before  the  hotel 

from 
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from  which  I  now  write,  and  which  appears 
once  to  have  been  known  as  the  Hotel  de 
Provence.  It  is  iituated  in  a  very  com- 
manding point  of  the  fquare  ;  and  wears  an 
air  of  magnificence,  which  does  not  fet  me 
perfectly  at  eafe.  No  room,  however,  ap- 
pears for  fufpicion  ;  the  flreets  are  only  dis- 
turbed by  the  holiday  groupes,  who  are  ce- 
lebrating the  feitival  of  Notre  Dame,  a 
lady  whom  I  thought  they  had  politely  dif- 
carded  ;  and  the  Table  d'Hote,  which  I  am 
fhortly  to  attend,  will  probably  enable  me 
in  my  next  to  furniih  you  with  fome  prog- 
noses of  my  future  deftiny. 


LETTER     CL. 


Lyons,  Sept.  9,  1792. 

T   KNOW  not  in  general  a  better  expedient 

for  obtaining  local  information,  than  a 

vifit  to  the  Table  d'Hote.     This  was,  how- 

1 1  evers 
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ever,  an  inftance  in  which  the  rule  failed, 
and  I  have  feldom  carried  my  petit-ecu  to 
fo  barren  and  unproductive  a  market.  The 
company  confided  principally  in  officers, 
and  fear  or  policy  feemed  to  have  impofed 
a  general  filence,  in  refpecT:  to  affairs  of 
ftate.  Military  topics  occupied  the  whole 
of  the  difcuflion  ;  and  the  fubjecT:  at  iffue 
was,  whether  infantry  or  cavalry  were  mod 
formidable  to  the  enemy.  The  queftion 
was  fupported  by  the  officers  of  the  different 
parties  with  confiderable  fpirit,  and  finally 
decided  by  an  appeal  to  the  ladies.  It  is 
unneceffary  to  fay,  that  the  cavalry  ob- 
tained the  vote ;  and  the  officers  politely 
acceded  to  the  decifion,  by  affirming,  that 
thofe  whom  the  ladies  patronized,  mull  be 
invincible. 

I  vifited,  in  the  evening,  different  parts  of 
the  city;  and  cannot  pronounce  that  it  ap- 
proaches the  expectation  I  had  formed  from 
a  perufal  of  its  hiftory,  and  the  defcription 
of  its  local  curiofities.  The  new  or  mo- 
dern 
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dern  part  of  the  town  poffefles  confiderable 
elegance  and  beauty ;  but  the  antient  and 
more  extenfive  part  has  little  to  fhow,  be- 
yond what  is  ordinarily  found  in  cities  de- 
voted to  manufacture  and  commerce.  Al- 
lowing for  the  buftle  of  a  feftival,  I  could 
not  confider  the  population  as  bearing  at  all 
an  equal  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the 
city.  This  may  be  readily  accounted  for, 
by  confidering  the  number  of  emigrations, 
and  the  caution  which  perfons  of  property 
and  charadter  are  compelled  to  obferve. 
None  were  to  be  feen  upon  the  public  walks, 
or  in  any  of  the  places  of  general  rendez- 
vous, but  citizens  of  the  loweft  order ;  and 
from  what  I  have  hitherto  feen,  my  man- 
ners are  not  likely  to  be  improved  by  the 
fociety  of  the  place. 

The  fquare  I  inhabit  is  enlivened  by  fuc- 
ceffive  crowds,  who  flock  towards  the  centre, 
in  order  to  gaze  and  pour  indignities  upon 
the  humbled  majefty  of  Louis  the  four- 
teenth.    This  was  a  very  noble  equeftrian 

ftatue 
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ftatue  in  bronze,  raifed  upon  a  lofty  pedef- 
tal ;  and  muft,  in  its  entire  ftate,  havs  con- 
tributed greatly  to  the  ornament  of  the  Place 
Bellecourt.  Since  the  events  of  Paris,  an 
order  had  paiTed  in  the  Municipality  of 
Lyons,  to  demolifh  this  auguft  ftatue.  The 
zeal  of  the  populace  anticipated  the  regular 
execution  of  this  decree ;  and  the  brazen 
idol  was  levelled  with  the  ground,  in  the 
night  previous  to  the  appointed  time.  Ad- 
vertifements  for  the  fale  of  its  materials  are 
potted  at  the  corners  of  the  public  ftreets ; 
and  all  feem  anxious  to  exprefs  their  appro- 
bation of  the  deed,  by  aflembling  to  trample 
upon  the  proftrate  fovereign,  and  vent  their 
bitter  execrations  upon  his  royal  memory. 

Amidft  the  reflections  which  fuch  a  fcene 
awakens,  it  is  not  poffible  wholly  to  ftifle  a 
fecret  feeling  of  fatisfadtion.  Popular  re- 
venge is  ever  tumultuous,  and  extreme ; 
and  the  guilt  of  an  individual  is,  in  their 
rapid  judgment,  fcarcely  feparable  from  the 
guilt  of  a  clafs.     But,  in  fhuddering  at  thefe 

vol.  ii,  y  outrages 
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Outrages  and  lamenting  this  reverfe,  the 
mind  is  fufpended,  by  the  recolleftion  of  a 
fnan,  who  received  the  incenfe  of  praife  for 
the  meafures  of  mifchiefs;  who  has  filled  the 
hiftory  of  his  times  with  blood  ;  and  whofe 
only  apology  for  fporting  with  the  lives  of 
his  fubjefts,  and  the  revenues  of  his  king- 
dom, was  the  miferable  confeflion  amidft  the 
terror  of  death,  "  Ja'i  aime  trop  la  guerre." 
But  I  am  interrupted  by  a  confufed  pro- 
ceffion,  which  is  now  paffing  under  my 
windows.  It  is — as  I  underftand  from  the 
femme  de  chambre — a  gala  proceffion  of 
the  national  guard,  who  are  going  to  burn 
in  publico  all  the  pictures  of  their  kings. 
They  appear  to  form  a  numerous  train,  and 
are  accompanied  by  a  concourfe.  of  fpec- 
tators*  The  blended  founds  of  mufic  and 
(houts  afifail  me  with  confiderable  violence ; 
and  my  curiofity  to  be  prefent  at  the  cere- 
monies of  this  fete,  is  the  only  apology  I 
can  offer  for  the  abruptnefs  of  this  con- 
clufion^ 
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Lyons,  Sept.  9th.    Three  o'clock. 

>T"*he  proceflion,  of  which  I  fpoke  in  my 
laft,  foon  found  me  in  the  number  of 
its  train.  I  loft  no  time  in  mixing  with 
the  crowd,  and  informing  myfelf  of  their 
plan  and  intentions.  It  appeared,  that  the 
portraits  of  their  kings,  and  all  the  books,  re- 
cords, and  regifters  which  regarded  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  royalty,  were  already  carried 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous :  and  the  cere- 
mony of  confuming  thefe  upon  a  funeral 
pile,  was  to  he  conduded  in  the  prefeace 
of  the  national  military.  The  guard,  which 
compofed  a  numerous  body,  marched  to 
the  ground,  diftant  about  half  a  league  from 
the  city,  in  detachments   reprefenting  the 

y  2  quota 
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quota  which  every  diftrid:  furnifhed.  When 
arrived  at  the  field,  they  were  drawn  up 
into  a  circle  of  confiderable  compafs,  in  the 
centre  of  which  wTas  a  pile  of  wood  fur- 
rounded  by  pointed  cannon  ;  lo?inet  rouge  s 
were  hoiited  upon  different  ftandards,  and 
dreamers  at  regular  intervals  proclaimed 
"  La  Liberte  ou  la  mart." 

A  fignal-gun  being  fired,  the  torch  was 
applied ;  and  almoft  inftantaneoufly  the 
whole  pile  was  feen  in  a  blaze.  The  por- 
traits and  books  were  then  thrown  upon 
the  raging  materials  ;  and  the  name  of  the 
royal  vi&im  loudly  pronounced,  as  each 
was  feverally  confumed.  The  firft  volume 
of  fmoke  which  afcended  into  the  air,  ex- 
cited the  fhouts  and  triumphs  of  the  exult- 
ing fpe£tators.  The  foldiers  placed  their 
hats  upon  their  bayonets,  and  raifed  them 
as  fignals  of  applaufe.  The  populace 
adopted  the  fame  expedient ;  and  all  who 
had  canes,  hoifted  their  hats  with  expref- 
fions  of  furious  joy.      This  ceremony,  if 

fuch 
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fuch  it  may  be  called,  was  renewed  upon 
^very  facriiice  which  the  flames  received ; 
but  when  the  name  of  Louis  Quatorze 
was  announced,  the  fliouts  of  the  populace 
were  beyond  meafure  furious.  The  afhes 
of  his  portrait  mounted  amidft  the  groans 
and  curfes  of  forty  thoufand  fpedtators. 

I  cannot  fay  that  the  countenances  of 
either  the  military  or  the  populace  difco- 
vered  the  mod  benevolent  humour.  With 
the  difad vantage  of  wearing  a  white  hat,  1 
had  alfo  the  additional  inconvenience  of  a 
tolerable  fuit  ;  fo  that  I  was  not  clear  that 
my  prefence,  or  even  the  elevation  of  my 
white  beaver,  was  perfectly  agreeable  to  the 
fans- culottes.  I  changed  my  place  more 
than  once,  in  order  to  avoid  being  talked 
at ;  for  fuch  I  had  reafon  to  fuppofe  was 
the  cafe,  when  the  terms  of  fripon^  and 
other  feverities,were  applied  to  kings,  *<  qui 
"  ont  fait  (faid  they)  tout  le  mal."  My 
laft  ftand  was  taken  near  an  elderly  citizen, 
of  whofe  phyfiognomy    I    augured    better 

Y  3  things, 
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things.  "  Ah  !"  faid  he,  with  a  counte- 
nance full  of  ferenity  and  fatisfaftion,  u  c'eft 
"  un  beau  jour."  As  I  perceived  he  al- 
luded to  the  tranfa&ions,  and  not  the  wea- 
ther ;  I  told  him,  that  I  had  defigned  vifit- 
ing  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  in  order  to  view  thofe 
pi£tures  wThich  were  now  confuming  :  "  Eh 
"  bien,  (faid  he,)  vous  les  verrez  ici  en  plus 
"  belles  couleurs."  It  was  in  the  moment 
of  confuming  the  portrait  of  Louis  Four- 
teenth, that  I  had  entered  into  converfation 
with  this  veteran  :  and  the  impetuofity  of 
men,  women,  and  children,  to  prefs  round 
the  pile,  and  teftify  their  abhorrence  of  the 
tyrant's  memory,  was  almoft  an  over-match 
for  the  guards,  though  armed  with  bayonets, 
and  fupported  by  cannon.  The  old  man 
counfelled  me  therefore  to  withdraw  from 
the  circle ;  and  fpeedily  introduced  me,  en 
qualite  d'Anglois,  to  a  captain  of  the  guard, 
whom  he  reprefented  as  a  man  of  talents, 
firmnefs,  and  property. 

I  learnt 
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I  learnt  from  the  captain,  that  the  Na- 
tional guard,  formed  from  the  Bourgeois  of 
Lyons,  compofed  a  body  of  thirty  thoufand 
men.     I  mentioned  to  him  the  progrefs  of 
the  Auftrian  and  Pruffian  armies;  he  fmiled: 
"  Let  them  advance,  (faid  he,)  let  them  go 
<c  to  the   gates   of  Paris — et  d'abord   vous 
"  verrez,  qu'aucun  Autrichien  etPruflienne 
"  reverra  fon  pays."  "  Nothing,"  he  added, 
"  could   equal   the    enthufiafm    which    the 
"  common  people  every  where  difcovered, 
*c  and  the  ardor  with  which   they  flew  to 
"  arms."     Their  pay  in   his   own  feclion 
was  thirty-five  fols  per  day,   and   clothing 
from  head    to  foot.     In  the  laft  article  I 
fhould  fcarcely  fuppofe  him  accurate,  or  at 
leaft  admit  his   report  as  applying  only  to 
his  particular  fecYion  ;  for  fcarcely  one  thin}  j 
of  the  troops  under  arms  were  drefled  ia 
military  uniform.     Our  dialogue  was  now 
interrupted  by  the  finale  of  this  gorgeous 
fete,  and   my  companions  conducting  me 
through  a  file  pf  the  populace,  whp  opened 

Y  4  a  paf- 
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a  paffage  for  the  captain,  we  proceeded  by 
the  fide  of  his  company  to  the  gates  of  the 
city.  The  mufic  played,  in  moving  off  the 
ground,  the  brilliant  and  animating  air  of 
ca  ira  ;  and  we  entered  Lyons,  amidft  the 
loud  and  continued  tumult  of  voices  and 
trumpets,  notes  of  harmony,  and  fhouts  of 
applaufe. 


LETTER    CLII. 

Lyons,  Sept.  10,  1792. 

A  s  the  journals  of  my  fir  ft  day's  refi- 
dence  have  not  yet  found  their  way  to 
the  poft,  they  will  travel  in  company  with  a 
melancholy  detail  of  crimes  and  bloodfhed, 
which  have  inverted  the  peaceful  picture  of 
former  ftatements,  and  filled  my  mind  with 
agony  and  horror.  The  captain,  with  whom 
I  held  converfation  yefterday  morning,  in 
delivering  his  judgment  upon  the  ftate  of 
14.  the 
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the  city,  had  exprefled  an  apprehenfion 
which  did  not  leave  me  wholly  free  from 
anxieties.  "  The  only  evil  (faid  he)  now 
ft  to  be  dreaded  is,  that  the  people  fhould 
"  rife,  and  rnaflacre  thofe  whom  they  con- 
*'  fider  as  their  enemies ;  and,  in  fait,  ad- 
f*  vertifements  have  already  iflued,  inviting, 
*'  in  ambiguous  terms,  fuch  a  fort  of  infur- 
"  re&ion."  Then,  conducting  me  through 
a  part  of  the  town,  with  which  I  was  not 
yet  familiar,  "  Voila,  (faid  he,)  le  quartier 
-c  des  gens  fufpedes  !" 

I  reported  fo  favourably  of  the  general 
ftate  of  the  town,  upon  my  return  from  this 
excurfion,  that  the  ladies  were  difpofed  to 
vifit  the  theatre;  and  it  was  in  this  fituation 
that  we  received  the  firft  intelligence  of  an 
actual  infurreclion,  and  adls  of  the  moft 
brutal  cruelty  already  perpetrated.  The 
i;  Payfan  Magiftrat,"  a  piece  prpfeffedly 
adapted  to  revolutionary  feelings,  was  ex- 
hibited ;  and  the  applaufe  which  it  produced 
from   the   audience,  was  evidently  mixed 

with 
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with  considerable  tumult.     The  progrefs  of 
the    reprefentation    was    frequently  inter- 
rupted by  vociferous  demands  for  fa  iray 
and  the  Marfeillois  march.     This  laft  is  a 
furious  war  fong,  the  air  of  which  in  a  mi- 
litary or  theatrical  band  is  fingularly  noble 
and   impreffive.     The  words  which  were 
fung  by  two  foldiers  at  the  burning  of  the 
pictures,  are  not  a  little  fanguinary  and  vin- 
dictive.    Thefe  clamours  did   not  exhibit 
the  mod  flattering  fymptoms.     Ladies  were 
obferved  quitting  their  boxes  in  fucceflion, 
and  we  began  to  fee  ourfelves   nearly  de- 
ferted.     In  the  mean   time  the  Petits  Sa- 
voyards, which  was  the  after-piece,  feemed 
to  engage  no  part  of  the  audience's  atten- 
tion, who  were  violent  in  their  demands 
for  the  Marfeillois ;  which  at  length  pre- 
vailed over  every  other  movement*     We 
judged  it  expedient  now  to  withdraw  ;  and 
found  the  fervant  ready  to  acquaint  us,  with 
trembling  accents,  that  a  mob  had  aflembled 
and  beheaded  kvQn  officers,  and  that  they 

were 
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were  now  bearing  thefe  heads  in  proceffion 
through  the  ftreets.  The  apprehenfion  of 
meeting    this    inhuman    proceffion    was   a 

fubject  of  cruel  anxiety,  till  we  arrived  in 

« 

the  Place  Bellecourt. 

Having  efcorted  my  charge  to  their  apart- 
ments, and  trimmed  the  lights,  which  the 

palpitating  valet  (who  was  an  Auftrian)  had 
ranged  at  the  firfl:  call  of  the  mob,  I  de- 
fended, in  order  to  inform  myfelf  of  what 
had  been  adted  in  this  bloody  drama.  It 
appears,  that  the  populace  were  firft  excited 
to  infurrecYion  by  fome  volunteers  from 
Marfeilles ;  and  that,  at  about  five  o'clock, 
they  aflembled  and  forced  a  guard-houfe, 
from  which  they  dragged  an  officer  of  rank, 
who,  in  company  with  fix  others,  had  been 
arretted  by  the  municipality,  upon  fufpicion 
of  correfponding  with  the  enemy,  and  con- 
fined for  trial.  He  plunged  into  the  Saone 
in  order  to  efcape  their  fury ;  but  they 
iired  upon  him,  and  having  dragged  him 
afhore,  {truck  off  his  head,  and  there  exe- 
cuted 
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cuted  the  fame  vengeance  upon  the  remain- 
ing fix.  By  this  time,  nine  o'clock,  the 
mob  had  acquired  confiderable  ftrength ; 
and  were  celebrating  the  rnoft  outrageous 
orgies  before  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  round  the 
heads,  which  they  had  elevated  upon  a  pole. 
All  the  ftreets  were  illuminated  throughout 
the  city,  by  order  of  the  mob,  and  ftrag- 
gling  parties  were  parading  through  differ- 
ent quarters,  and  vociferating  M  Vive  la 
•  Nation  !" 

I  (hall  not  intrude  upon  your  fenfibility, 
by  painting  the  fituation  of  my  friends  in 
the  interval  of  two  hours,  which  paffed  be- 
tween the  time  of  our  return  to  the  hotel, 
and  that  of  the  mob's  proceffion.  At  eleven 
o'clock  the  tumult,  which  had  hitherto  been 
confufedly  heard,  became  more  diftin£Uy 
audible ;  and  the  gradual  increafe  of  up- 
roar feemed  to  announce  fome  change  of 
fcene.  A  few  minutes  only  allowed  us  to 
conjecture,  when  the  whole  body  of  the 
mob  entered  the  fquare.     They  formed  a 

long. 
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long,  and  to  appearance,  a  regular  train ; 
the   foremoft   of  which   bore   torches   and 
pikes,  upon  the  points  of  which  laft  were 
the  trophies  of  their  vengeance.     This  pro* 
ceffion,  I  fpeedily  learnt,  was  founded  upon 
a  new  event:  thirteen  priefts  had  been  fe- 
lecled  out  of  two  hundred,  who  were  con- 
fined ;  and  it  was  the  blood   of  thefe  that 
now  provoked    their  cannibal  joy.     Yells 
and     groans     accompanied    their     march 
through  the  fquare,  and  the  very  tone  of 
their  fhouts  conveyed   the   expreffions   of 
murder.     It  had  appeared  upon  enquiry, 
that  the  officer,  on  whom  the  firft  vengeance 
fell,  had  been  apprehended  in  our  hotel,  a 
fortnight  previous  to  this   event;  and  the 
firft  entrance  of  the  mob  into  this  quarter 
admitted  of.  an  interpretation,  which  did  not 
tend  to  diminifh  the  alarms  for  our  fafety. 
The  heads  were,  however,  fufpended  upon 
the  trees,  and  the  populace  filed  off  to  their 
head   quarters  before  the  Hotel  de  Ville. 
Bv  this  time  fome  active  meafures   were 

taking 
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taking  by  the  municipality,  and  a  pa- 
trole  of  horfe,  between  the  hours  of 
eleven  and  twelve,  was  fcouring  the  prin- 
cipal ftreets.  A  gradual  calm  enfued,  and 
by  two  o'clock  the  danger  feemed  to  have 
fubfided. 

The  earlieft  hour  of  the  morning  was 
empjoyed  in  deliberating  upon  the  means 
of  efcaping  thofe  mifchiefs,  of  which  what 
has  already  happened  feem  only  the  pre- 
curfors.  My  inquiries  refpecting  the  neigh- 
bouring towns,  determined  me  not  to  ha~ 
zard  the  fafety  of  my  companions,  by  any 
other  experiment  than  that  of  withdraw- 
ing them  entirely  from  a  land  devoted  to 
popular  phrenzy ;  and  therefore  my  firfl 
meafure  was  to  fecure  the  grant  of  paft- 
ports.  For  thefe  it  was  neceflary  that  each 
fhould  attend  in  perfon  ;  and  perhaps  a 
feverer  trial  of  female  fortitude,  has  not 
often  happened  in  ordinary  life,  than  that 
of  paffing  through  a  populace  intoxicated 
as  it  were  with  the  blood  of  their  fellow- 
creatures* 
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creatures.  Through  fuch  a  populace  it  was 
neceflary  to  pafs,  in  order  to  enter  the  Ho- 
tel de  Ville.  My  entreaties — for  this  was 
the  feafon  of  condefcenfion — could  fcarcely 
fecure  the  ladies  a  paflage,  or  protect  them 
from  incivilities.  "  Voila  des  ariftocrats  1" 
was  the  mufic  with  which  we  were  enter- 
tained as  we  moved  amongft  them.  I 
urged  that  they  were  des  Angloifes,  and 
that  they  were  going  to  procure  paflports. 
"  Qu'elles  s'en  aillent,  (faid  they,)  il  n'eft 
"  plus  le  temps  pour  les  etrangers."  At 
this  moment  numbers  were  engaged  in  de- 
molifhing  the  ftatues,  and  other  monu- 
ments, which  were  to  be  found  upon  the 
afcent  to  the  hall. 

The  office  for  paflports  was  crowded  with 
claimants,  many  of  whom  were  rejected. 
A  miferable  being  preferred  his  fuit  to  me, 
and  requefted  that  I  would  ufe  my  influ- 
ence to  obtain  him  a  paflport  en  qualite  de 
domeftique.  But  our  affairs  were  too  criti- 
cal to  admit  of  fuch  an  experiment :  and  it 

1 1  was 
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was  not  without  confiderable  difficulty,  an4 
an  attendance  of  two  hours,  that  cogni- 
zance was  taken  of  our  features,  ftature, 
and  deftination,  and  that  our  paffports  ob- 
tained the  requifite  fignatures.  Thefe  be- 
ing at  length  effected,  we  returned  to  our 
hotel ;  and  my  next  fubjecT:  of  anxiety  is  to 
procure  a  conveyance.  The  inquiries  I 
have  hitherto  made,  have  proved  fruitlefs  ; 
the  affrighted  priefts  have  engaged  every 
carriage  that  was  to  be  obtained  ;  and  I  am 
going  to  fee,  when  I  have  fealed  up  this, 
whether  any  expedient  can  be  devifed  for 
fecuring  a  fafe,  if  not  an  honourable  re- 
treat. 
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Lyons,  Sept.  u,  tjgz* 

should   fcarcely   have  deferved  your 
thanks,  or  my  own  acquittal,  had  I  fuf- 
fered  the  packet  to  have  paffed  from  my 

hands, 


i 
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hands,  without  waiting  the  iffue  of  another 
day.  From  various  fources  of  intelligence, 
I  yefterday  learnt,  that  the  intentions  of  the 
mob  had  afTumed  the  fhape  of  a  plan ;  and 
a  merchant  of  fome  eminence  affured  me, 
that  a  project  was  actually  entered  into,  of 
fetting  fire  to  the  houfes — a  lift  of  fix  hun- 
dred having  been  feen  in  the  hands  of  ari 
infurgent.  Our  landlady,  whom  grief  and 
fear  had  clofely  flint  up  during  the  firft 
night  of  the  tumult,  was  prevailed  upon  in 
the  courfe  of  yefterday  to  make  her  ap- 
pearance ;  and  from  her  I  found,  that  the 
young  officer  whofe  melancholy  fate  I  have 
related,  was  a  colonel  of  the  regulars,  a  man 
of  fine  perfon  and  engaging  manners,  and 
only  two  and  twenty  years  of  age.  The 
lady,  whofe  apartments  connected  with 
ours,  had  been  particularly  intimate  with 
him  during  his  refidence  in  the  hotel ;  and 
had  vifited  him  the  afternoon  previous  to 
his  aflaffination.  He  fpoke  in  very  con- 
fident terms  of  his  innocence  ;  and.  in  the 
VOL.  II.  z  profpe<3 
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profpe£t  of  a  fpeedy  releafe  from  confine- 
ment, engaged  to  make  his  firft  vifit  to 
Madame. 

The  affair  of  the  infurre&ion  had  taken 
its  origin  from  fome  Marfeillois  volunteers 
belonging  to  the  camp  at  Dijon  ;  and  it  ap- 
peared from  a  very  animated  remonftrancc 
iflued  by  the  mayor  the  next  day,  that 
no  negledt  was  imputable  to  the  officers  of  the 
police.  In  this  remonftrance,  which  appeared 
at  the  corners  of  the  public  fxreets,  the 
mayor  expoftulates,  in  very  pointed  terms, 
with  the  inhabitants,  upon  the  difgrace- 
ful  tranfa&ions  of  the  preceding  night. 
u  Never,  (faid  he,)  till  this  epoch,  were  the 
"  hands  of  the  Lyonefe  embrued  in  blood. 
"  No  refiftance  was  wanting,  (he  conti- 
"  nues,)  on  the  part  of  your  mayor :  he 
"  threw  himfelf  between  the  murderers  and 
"  the  murdered,  and  did  but  efcape  with 
"  his  life.''  He  then  addreffes  them  upon 
the  probable  confequences  of  fuch  difor- 
derly  proceedings  ;  urges  the  vanity  of  con- 

ftitutions 
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ftitutions  in  general,  if  fuch  meafures  are 
admitted ;  and  finally  invites  all  citizens  to 
unite  in  defence  of  order,  and  appear  under 
arms  in  their  feveral  fedtions ;  "  for  (he 
"  concludes)  if  thefe  murderers  are  not  re- 
<c  pelled,  the  country  is  loft?* 

Counter  advertifements  were  alfo  circu* 
lated,  inviting  to  deeds  of  mifcriief^  and  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  citizens  to  the  clafs 
of  fufpefted  perfons,  with  whom,  it  was 
infinuated,  no  terms  ought  to  be  made.  The 
orders  of  the  mayor  were,  however,  found 
to  prevail ;  and  by  five  o'clock  all  the  ftreets 
were  lined  with  the  inhabitants  under  arms 
before  their  refpe&ive  houfes;  and  very 
ftrong  patroles  were  mounted  for  recon- 
noitring the  different  quarters  of  the  city. 
In  returning  from  a  diligent,  yet  unfuccefT- 
ful  enquiry  after  a  travelling  carriage,  I 
pafled  through  feveral  ftreets  at  the  com- 
mencement of  candle-light,  and  the  utmoft 
regularity  appeared  to  fubfift,  in  the  gene- 
ral fyftera  of  defence.     The  mob,  it  was 

z  2  under- 
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underftcod,  in  the  ccmTe  of  the  night,  at- 
tempted to  colled: ;  but  by  the  activity  of 
the  guards,  was  prevented  from  entering  the 
city.  This  morning  I  have  engaged  a  cha- 
riot, for  the  purpofe  of  returning  to  Ge- 
neva ;  and,  in  order  to  give  our  departure 
as  little  as  paffible  the  refemblance  of  an 
emigration,  our  luggage  is  to  be  committed 
to  the  meffhgerie,  and  we  are  to  proceed  by 
flow  marches  under  colour  of  an  excur- 
lion.  This  precaution  is  fuggefted  by  the 
owner  of  the  carriage,,  who  reports,  that 
the  volunteers  have  made  no  fcruple  of 
firing  upon  thofe  who  have  attempted  to 
cfcape.  It  is  furprifing,  to  how  great  a  de- 
gree, and  with  what  rapidity  the  feelings  of 
man  may  be  brutalized  :  I  look  around,  as 
I  walk  the  ftreets,  and  fee  no  remaining 
traces  of  that  urbanity,  which  once  diftin- 
guifhed  the  manners  of  this  people;  every 
countenance  is  clothed  with  ferocity,  and 
every  look  Teems,  to  meditate  vengeance. 
The  dialogues   of  thofe   who   walked   the 

ftreets 
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ftreets  the  night  of  the  maffacrc,  were  fuch 
as  revolt  all  the  feelings  of  nature  ;  women 
were  warning  in  the  very  view  of  my  win- 
dow, their  hands  flamed  with  the  blood  of 
the  unhappy  victims.  I  went  to  examine 
in  the  morning  the  trees  upon  which  the 
heads  had  been  fufpended  ;  and  not  per- 
ceiving them,  I  afked  an  old  woman  who 
was  among  the  fpe&ators,  "  ou  font  les 
"  tetes  ?"  "  On  les  a  emporte,"  faid  fhe,  with 
perfect  calmnefs,  "  et  on  eft  alle'  en  cher- 
"  cher  d'autres." 

But  preparation  for  our  departure  now 
demands  my  attention  ;  and  I  think,  my 
fate  wears  a  better  afpecl:  than  it  did  fix  and 
thirty  hours  ago.  The  perils  which  may 
lie  between  me  and  Geneva,  I  pretend  not 
to  divine ;  they  are  recorded  in  the  book  of 
deftiny  :  and  I  am  not  without  my  hopes, 
that  the  lapfe  of  a  few  days  will  allow  me 
to  receive  your  congratulations,  upon  hav^- 
ing  efcaped,  from  a  land  of  liberty,  to  a 
land  of  iafety. 

3  3 
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Geneva,  Sept.  15. 

A  fter  a  tedious  and  critical  journey  of 
•^*  four  days,  I  have  at  length  accom- 
plifhed  my  purpofe  ;  and  refcued  by  va- 
lorous exertions  the  ladies  with  whom  I 
was  charged,  from  the  hands  of  a  people, 
who  are  not  likely  to  re-affume  the  yoke  of 
peaceful  fubjeftion.  A  fecond  advertifement 
from  the  mayor  appeared  in  the  morning 
of  the  eleventh,  in  which  the  Lyonnois  are 
reminded  of  their  antient  pacific  character ; 
they  are  exhorted  to  throw  a  veil  over  the 
difgraceful  tranfaftions  of  the  9th,  and  ftre- 
nuoufly  unite  for  the  reftoration  of  that 
order  and  tranquillity,  without  which  laws 

and  conftitutions  are  ineffective  names.     It 
S 

further  announced,  that  at  noon  all  mould 

aflemble 
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aflemble  under  arms  in  their  feveral  fe&ions, 
to  renew  their  oath,  and  fwear  to  facrifice 
their  lives  in  defence  of  law  and  order. 
This  ceremony  was  acting  as  our  carriage 
moved  out  of  Lyons ;  and  we  paffed  by 
various  parties,  who  were  drawn  up  in  a 
circular  order,  and  taking  the  oath. 

As  the  avenues  of  the  city  were  thofe, 
from  which  the  greateft  danger  was  appre- 
hended, every  precaution  was  ufed  in'  the 
difplay  of  national  ribbons,  and  other  marks 
of  patriotic  fympathy,  during  the  three  pofts 
conne&ing  immediately  with  the  city.  Some 
parties  of  recruits  were  occafionally  encoun- 
tered, drawn  up  in  the  high  road  ;  but  their 
demeanor  was  peaceable  and  orderly.  Our 
landlady  at  Montleuil  was  not  fo  communi- 
cative as  upon  our  former  vifit :  (he  afforded 
us  the  accommodation  of  her  houfe,  with- 
out demanding  the  reafons  of  our  fudden 
return.  As  we  had  been  the  two  preced- 
ing nights  in  the  habit  of  illuminating,  we 
requefted  to  know  whether  this  night  might 

z  4  be 
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be  fafely  pafied  in  obfcurity.  Our  hoftefs 
affured  us,  that  the  firing  of  platoons,  which 
at  that  moment  was  taking  place,  need  not 
alarm  us,  for  that  we  fhould  receive  no  1110- 
leftation  while  under  her  protection. 

The  journey  of  the  fecond  day  to  Nan*- 
tua,  brought  us  into  company  with  twofu-* 
gitive  priefts  ;  who,  notwithftanding  all  our 
efforts  to  avoid  them,  contrived  to  move  in 
our  train :  Nantua,  to  which  we  were 
bound,  had  terrors  which  they  were  not 
difpofed  to  encounter,  and  therefore  we 
entered  this  town  without  our  convoy.  It 
was  a  late  hour  when  wre  arrived,  and  the 
carriage  was  quickly  furrounded  with  young 
volunteers,  who  were  not  eafily  prevailed 
upon  to  believe,  that  their  fervices  in  clear- 
ing the  carriage  would  be  difpenfed  with. 
Every  chamber,  except  the  fett  which  we 
occupied,  was  filled  with  thofe  fpirited  and 
untraceable  lads ;  and  though  np  violence 
was  offered,  it  was  not  without  much  ex- 
hortation and  fome  largefs,  that  a  company 

of 
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of  them  were  perfuaded  to  march  on  the 
following  morning  without  paying  their 
compliments  to  the  ladies.  Pofitive  affu- 
rances  of  our  democratic  virtues,  in  addition 
to  the  landlord's  wine,  reconciled  them  at 
length  to  give  up  the  determination  they 
had  entered  into,  of  obliging  the  ladies  to 
take  an  oath,  and  kifs  the  point  of  the  fword, 
a  ceremony  which  has  been  irnpofed  upon 
fome  lefs  fortunate  ftrangers. 

In  quitting  Nantua,  our  pafs  was  exa- 
mined by  a  military  guard.  Some  of  the 
recruits  {ho  wed  me  the  arms  which  they 
had  taken  from  the  emigrant  priefts  :  and, 
among  the  reft,  a  brace  of  piftols  charged 
to  the  very  muzzle,  which  they  had  feized 
at  an  early  hour  of  the  morning,  in  the 
hands  of  two  fugitives,  who  anfwered  per- 
fectly to  the  defcription  of  our  purfuers. 
They  cautioned  me  againft  admitting  fuch 
into  our  fuite,  as  no  diftin&ion  of  treatment 
would  then  be  made.  "  They  attempt," 
uid  the  orator  of  the  party,  "  to  impofe 

13  "  upon 
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**  upon  us  by  long  queues,  party-coloured 
V  clothes,  female  habits,  &c.  but  no  dif- 
u  guife  can  fave  a  prieft — ces  gueux  la  ne 
?  s'y  cachent  point — nous  nous  connoif- 
u  fons  bien  en  pretres.'* 

A  fracas  with  fome  loofe  and  cliforderly 
ftragglers,  at  fome  diftance  from  Nantua, 
did  not  promife  fo  fair  an  iffue.  The  horfes 
were  flopped,  and  a  fierce  fon  of  Mars  drew 
his  fabre;  and,  approaching  the  carriage, 
demanded  the  objeft  of  our  travelling.  I 
told  him,  that  having  been  to  fee  about 
what  his  brethren  were  engaged,  and  hav- 
ing {qgti  enough,  we  were  now  upon  our 
return-  I  offered  him  the  paflports  ;  upon 
thefe  he  fet  no  value,  and  vowed  that  his 
blood  fhould  not  be  fhed  for  thcfe  who  de- 
ferted  the  country.  When  he  had  finifhed 
his  harangue,  I  begged  to  know  of  him 
what  claim  the  country  had  upon  us,  Eng- 
liflh,  his  friends  and  allies.  He  feemed 
foothed  by  this,  fheathed  his  fabre,  and  re- 
quefted  my  hand.     This  fervice  I  was  con- 

ftrained 
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{trained  to  undergo  with  all  his  aflbciates ; 
and,  not  wiihing  to  improve  the  friendfhip, 
took  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  bidding 
them  adieu. 

Colonges    afforded    us    an    unmolefted 
afylum  the  evening  of  the    13th,  and  by 
noon    of    yefterday    we    arrived     at    Ge- 
neva,      A    halt  was    commanded   at    the 
point  of  croffing  the  boundaries,  and  an  of- 
ficer was  preparing  to  infpefl:  the  carriage 
in  queft   of  arms.     I    afked    him,  whether 
that  was  the  beft  method  of  testifying  his 
refpe£t  for   the  Englifh,     "  Monfieur   eft 
"Anglois?"  interrupted  he  baftily.     I  re- 
plied   in    the    affirmative.     He    defcended 
haftily  from  the  ftep  of  the  carriage,  clofed 
the    door,    and    wifhed    us   a    bon    voyage. 
The  eyes  of  the  Genevans  were  fixed  upon 
us  at  our  entrance,  and  for  four  and  twenty 
hours  that  I  have  been  in  this  city,   my 
principal  occupation  has  been  replying  to 
the  curious  and  inquifitive. 

What  will  be  my  next  line  of  travel,  I 
am  not  prepared  at  this  moment  to  conjec- 
ture. 


34B  LETTER    CLIV. 

ture.  My  thoughts  are  revolving  the  dire- 
ful events  which  have  filled  up  the  laft  tea 
days.  Their  recollection  haunts  me  in 
every  moment  of  folitary  reflection,  and 
introduces  a  gloom,  which  the  natural  buoy- 
ancy of  my  fpirits  can  with  difficulty  fuf- 
tain.  The  recreation  of  a  few  days  will 
enable  me  to  decide  upon  fome  plan  for 
rendering  my  view  of  Continental  manners 
more  complete,  I  have  a  thoufand  pro- 
jects yet  to  accomplifh,  and  a  thoufand  cu- 
riofities  yet  to  indulge.  I  feel  as  if  my 
bufmefs  was  as  yet  but  half  effected ;  and 
my  mind  is  impatient  to  grafp  what  yet  re- 
mains behind ;  a  checquered  £>ath  is  the  route 
I  anticipate,  and  fuch  is  indeed  the  def- 
tiny  I  prize.  A  fettled  calm  is  more  fatal 
than  a  fiorm.  Adverfity  has  leffons  of 
great  and  wholefome  inftruction,  and  my 
heart  is  not  fufficiently  correct  to  leave  that 
ufefuj  fchopl. 


(     349    ) 


LETTER     CLV. 


S chaff haufe,  Sept.  24,  1792- 

T\/fY  expedition  into  France  having  con- 
vinced  me,  that  this  is  lefs  than  ever 
the  moment  for  travelling  in  that  country,  I 
formed  my  refolution  of  chufing  a  lefs  em- 
barraaed  route,  and  taking  my  courfe  through 
Germany.  This  choice  was  not  a  little 
ftrengthened  by  the  hope  of  acquiring  fome 
ilight  knowledge  of  a  language,  whofe  maf- 
culine  accents  have  recommended  it  to  my 
Gfteem.  I  would  not  weary  myfelf  with 
conftruding  a  plan,  as  it  was  more  than 
probable  that  circuniuances  of  danger  or 
caprice  might  induce  me  to  depart  from  any 
preconcerted  courfe,  and  render  my  line  of 
progrefhon  not  a  little  ferpentine.  Laying 
down  therefore  no  imperious  rules  for  the 

conduit, 
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condud,  or  rather  the  control  of  myfelf,  I 
engaged  a  place  in  the  Berne  diligence  for 
Broug;  and,  taking  leave  of  my  friends  on 
Wednefday,  I  quitted  Geneva. 

Some  few  hours  before  my  departure, 
news  were  brought  that  the  French  troops 
had  entered  Savoy:  I  had  no  reafon  to 
doubt  the  authenticity  of  the  report,  as  I 
had  heard  it  rumoured  at  Lye  as,  that  an  in- 
vasion of  Savoy  was  not  very  remote.  It 
was  differently  received  at  Geneva,  as  the 
fpirit  of  party  has  produced  two  irrecon- 
cilable interefh  in  that  petty  republic ;  and 
the  rival  jealoulies  of  ariftocracy  and  demo- 
cracy render  it  perpetually  expofed  to  new 
revolutions.  The  diligence  travelled  with 
much  expedition,  and  by  nine  o'clock  the 
following  morning  I  arrived  at  Berne.  Un- 
derftanding  that  two  or  three  hours  would 
be  allowed  for  refreihmenf,  I  tranfported 
myfelf  and  my  luggage  from  the  poft-houfe 
to  the  Crown,  where  I  had  ftopt  on  former 
occafions.  Here  I  found  an  officer  of  the 
io  Chaffeurs, 
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ChafTeurs,  who  was  j  11ft  arrived;  he  had 
deferted,  in  company  with  fix  more,  from 
the  camp  at  Pont  Beauvoifin  ;  he  was  a  man 
of  a  fine  military  appearance,  and  had  been 
at  Lyons,  the  day  preceding  that  mafTacre 
to  which  I  was  witnefs.  Having  heard  the 
fubjecl:  of  the  Paris  maflacres  of  the  fecond 
and  third  of  September,  held  out  as  worthy 
imitation  throughout  the  whole  kingdom* 
and  aware  of  the  probability  that  himfelf 
would  be  among  the  vi&ims,  he  left  Lyons 
precipitately,  and  repaired  to  the  camp. 
The  realization  of  his  apprehenfions  having 
taken  place  in  the  maffacre  of  the  Sunday, 
he  found  it  no  longer  fafe  to  continue  in 
France;  and  therefore,  communicating  with 
his  fix  fellow  officers,  they  attempted  the 
hazardous  enterprize  of  defertion. 

They  were  well  mounted  and  fuitably 
armed.  They  left  the  camp,  fword  in  hand, 
under  the  difguife  of  a  patrole.  In  order 
to  avoid  the  danger  of  purfuit,  they  climbed 
the  rugged  mountains  of  Savoy  to  Evian ; 

from 
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from  thence  croffed  the  Lake  of  Geneva  to 
Nyon,  and  fo  to  Berne,  with  a  view  to  join 
Monf.  de  Conde.  I  mentioned  to  him  feme 
a£ts  of  violence  which  had  been  exercifed 
upon  the  emigrating  priefts.  He  told  me 
a  circumftance  of  that  defcription,  which  he 
had  himfelf  witneffed.  A  poor  prieft  was 
about  to  crofs  the  frontier  on  the  fide  of 
Savoy,  in  order  to  feek  fhelter  in  Cham- 
berri.  A  cannonier  feeing  him  about  to 
pafs,  drew  his  fabre,  and  directed  a  ftroke  at 
the  prieft,  which  muft  have  proved  fatal  to 
him,  had  not  a  volunteer  of  the  national 
guard  interpofed  his  arm.  This  generous 
and  manly  Frenchman  had  his  arm  flut- 
tered by  the  ftroke ;  and  when  the  grateful 
prieft  would  have  prefented  him  his  purfe> 
the  latter  reje&ed  it 'with  thefe  heroic  words 
— "  Allez  !  Je  ne  fiiis  que  trop  paye'  en  vous 
"  ayant  fauve  la  vie." 

I  afked  him  in  what  condition  he  had 
left  the  army.  He  pictured  it  as  very  mu- 
tinous, and  difcontented  :  allured  me,  that 

he 
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he  could  have  brought  over  two  hundred 
men,  had  he  been  provided  with  money  ; 
that  Monf.  Conde  had  recommended  him 
and  his  friends  to  continue  in  France  as 
long  as  poffible,  and  he  conceived  that  they 
had  fulfilled  their  commiffion,  to  their  great 
perfonal  rifque.  My  converfation  with  this 
officer  prevented  my  paying  a  ftricT:  atten- 
tion to  time  ;  and  the  diligence  went  off 
without  me.  I  had  been  promifed  fome 
notice,  which  was  not  given,  and  was  thus 
left  to  continue  my  journey  in  fome  other 
mode.  I  applied  to  the  poft-houfe  and 
ftated  my  complaint,  but  was  calmly  aflured 
that  the  fault  was  my  own.  But  on  mv 
exclaiming  with  vehemence  againft  the  in- 
civility and  injuftice  of  this  treatment,  they 
laid  their  heads  together,  and  at  length 
informed  me  for  my  fatisfa&ion,  that  they 
would  transfer  my  name  to  a  heavy  coach, 
which  would  go  the  following  day  (Friday) 
to  Aaraw — a  town,  within  four  leagues  of 
Bourg,  where  the  Berne  diligence  was  to 
VOL  11.  A  A  have 
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have  conveyed  me.   I  bowed  gratitude,  and 
returned  to  the  Crown, 

I  never  was  in  a  town  which  vapours  me 
fo  much  as  Berne.     Its  buildings  are  noble, 
its  arcades  commodious,  and  its  ftreets  clean. 
It  is  planted   in  the  centre   of  a   delicious 
country,  and  furrounded  by  fcenery  of  great 
magnificence  ;  yet  I  think  I  fee  in  all  that 
furrounds  me,  the  evident  marks  of  a  fterri 
government,   and    a  jealous   police.     The 
general  afpeft  of  the  city  is  without  move- 
ment, and  without  adivity.     The  pleafures 
of  the   coffee-houfe    and    the   theatre   are 
ftri&ly  prohibited,  and   a  public  bagnio  is 
the   only   amufement    which   receives  the 
fandlion  of  government. 
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tt  was  near  two  o'clock  when  I  left  Berne, 

and  the  weather  was  very  rainy  and  tem- 

pefiuous. .   This  carriage  did  not  travel  all 

2  night: 
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night  :  I  therefore  was  fet  down  at  an  inn 
on  the  way,  where  the  conductor  acquainted 
me  I  was  to  repofe  till  the  next  morning. 
This  inn  proved  excellent,  as  the  generality 
of  inns  in  Switzerland  are.  The  houfe  was 
full  of  foldiers,  who  were  indulging  in  every 
kind  of  feftivity.  This  was  a  regiment, 
whofe  campaign  being  now  expired,  the 
foldiers  were  returning  to  the  toils  of  agri- 
culture, from  which  they  had  been  taken 
to  defend  the  frontiers  of  their  country. 
The  profpedl  of  repofe  upon  their  native 
mountains,  and  amidft  the  embraces  of  their 
families,  gave  birth  to  the  moft  lively  emo- 
tions of  joy.  As  I  found  the  officers  fupped 
alone,  I  requefted  the  honor  of  joining  their 
party.  They  received  me  very  politely, 
and  though  they  fpoke  a  barbarous  and  al- 
moft  unintelligible  dialed,  we  had  a  con- 
verfation  of  fome  length.  I  narrated  to 
them  the  tranfa&ions  which  I  had  witneffed 
in  France ;  and  was  aftonifhed  at  the  igno- 
rance in  which  they  feemed  to  be,  refped- 

A  A  2  ing 
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ing  the  real  ftate  of  that  country,  and  the 
parties  which  have  divided,  and  which  con- 
tinue Yb  divide  it.  They  blended  the  whole 
mafs  of  the  nation  together,  under  the  op- 
probrious appellation  of  democrats.  They 
faw  no  difference  between  Feuillans  and  Ja- 
cobins; between  the  friends  of  limited  mo- 
narchy, and  the  partifans  of  republicanifm  j 
between  the  oppofers  of  oppreffion,  and  the 
advocates  of  anarchy.  They  were  defirous  of 
feeing  England  enter  into  the  league  againft 
France  ;  and  mod  humanely  wifhed,  that 
all  the  Powers  of  Europe  would  unite  in 
devoting  to  deftru£tion  twenty-five  millions 
of  people. 

I  renewed  my  journey  the  following 
morning  by  day-break,  and  paffed  in  my 
way  the  citadel  of  Arbourg5  a  fortrefs  fitu- 
ated  upon  the  brow  of  a  rock,  and  poflefled 
of  great  piclurefque  beauties  ;  but  the  ex- 
cefiive  rain  which  continued  to  fall,  pre- 
vented my  vifiring  it.  I  amufed  myfelf 
during  this  journey,  by  reading  the  Precis 

Hifto- 
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Hiftorique  de  la  Revolution,  by  Rabaud.  I 
obtained  the  copy  at  Berne  from  a  book- 
feller,  who  told  me  that  he  could  only  fell 
it  to  ftrangers,  it  being  among  the  number 
of  thofe  books  from  which  the  natives  are 
excluded.  Every  public  catalogue  of  books 
iffiied  at  Berne,  is  arranged  according  to  the 
political  views  of  the  governors  ;  and  thofe 
publications  of  which  they  difapprove,  are 
branded  with  an  afterifk,  threatening  with 
the  penalties  of  the  law  thofe  who  purchafe 
or  read  them.  This  treatife  of  Rabaud  ap- 
pears to  be  written  with  a  faithful  attention 
to  facts,  and  certainly  pofleffes  a  fire  and 
energy  which  enter  into  few  compositions 
of  a  fimilar  nature.  It  is  tranflated  into 
German,  and  has,  I  am  informed,  a  very 
extenfive,  though  clandeftine  circulation. 

I  arrived  at  Aaraw  in  the  evening,  and 
was  lodged  at  an  inn  where  nothing  but 
German  was  fpoken.  As  I  had  but  juft 
commenced  fpeaker  of  this  language,  and 
was  poflefTed  but  of  few  phrafes,  I  was  not 

A  A  3  a  little 
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a  little  embarraflfed.  After  wandering  fome 
time,  I  found  the  poft  office,  where  I  en- 
gaged  a  place  for  the  following  night  in  the 
Berne  diligence,  which  would  convey  me  to 
Broug.  I  paCTed  fome  melancholy  hours 
the  following  day  in  this  dull  town.  I  was 
not  yet  reconciled  to  my  folitude  ;  and  fpent 
the  principal  part  of  my  time,  in  ranging 
among  fome  dreary  wilds  and  quarries 
which  furround  this  place.  The  arrival  of 
the  Berne  coach  at  midnight  relieved  me 
from  my  melancholy,  and  conveyed  me  by 
four  o'clock  to  Broug.  After  fleeping  two 
or  three  hours,  1  made  enquiry  refpe&ing  a 
carriage  and  horfes  to  SchaiThaufe.  The 
exorbitance  of  the  demand  made  by  the 
hoft,  I  oppofed  in  a  high  language  ;  but  he 
gave  me  to  underftand,  that  the  price  was 
regulated  by  no  law,  and  that  he  was  the 
only  man  with  whom  I  could  treat.  Adopt- 
ing therefore  a  lefs  haughty  tone,  I  pre- 
vailed upon  him  to  convey  me  about  thirty 
miles  for  twenty- five  French  livres.     This 

he 
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he  allured  me  fhould  be  my  folc  expence, 
excepting  indeed  turnpikes,  paflages  by 
water,  poftilions,  drink-money,  and  other 
fundries,  with  which  he  had  no  concern.  I 
paid  my  money  without  a  murmur;  and 
thanking  Heaven  I  was  noextortioner,  leaped 
into  the  chaife,  which  immediately  drove 
off. 
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was  haraffed  the  whole  journey  between 
Bourg  and  this  place,  by  the  daring  im- 
pofitions  of  innkeepers,  poflilions,  &c.  In- 
dependent of  two  paflages  by  water,  for 
which  I  paid  handfomely,  and  fome  "  droits 
u  de  chemin,"  which  I  fuppofe  were  de- 
manded at  leaft  to  the  extent — an  attempt 
was  made  at  the  place  where  I  dined,  to  draw 
upon  me  for  the  horfes  command  the  poftilion's 
foup.     This  I  oppofed  with  fuch  warmth 

A  A.  4  and 
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and  obftinacy,  that  I  gained  a  complete  tri- 
umph. From  this  half-way  houfe  I  came 
poft  :  This  was,  however,  included  in  my 
contract.  The  poftilion  flopped  on  the 
way  to  bait  his  horfes,  and  after  giving 
them  what  I  fuppofe  was  to  lad  for  the  day, 
applied  to  me  for  payment.  Flufhed  with 
the  victory  gained  over  the  poftmafter,  I 
began  to  combat  with  equal  violence  this 
demand  of  the  poftilion.  My  fuccefs  was 
not  equal  to  my  expectation.  He  was  per- 
fevering  in  his  claim,  and  refufed  to  mount 
his  horfe  till  the  bill  was  fettled.  This  was 
a  threat  too  ferious  to  be  reiifted  :  I  there- 
fore paid  the  fcore,  and  muttering  indig- 
nation, was  whirled  to  SchaiThaufe.  There 
being  no  poft  eftablifhed  between  Broug  and 
this  place,  it  is,  I  underftand,  a  common 
practice  for  the  innkeeper  and  the  poft- 
mafter to  play  into  each  other's  hands,  and 
to  commit  the  mod  fcandalous  depredations 
upon  travellers.  Immediately  upon  my 
arrival  here,  I  took  advantage  of  the  finenefs 

of 
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of  the  evening,  to  revifit  the  noble  cafcade 
of  Schaffhanfe. 

I  know  not  what  to  fuperadd  to  my 
former  euloglums  of  this  mnjeftic  fpettacle. 
Though  the  body  of  water  was  not  quite  10 
great  as  upon  my  former  vifit,  its  tumultu- 
ous waves  were  tumbling  over  the  rocks 
with  ftupendous  violence,  and  the  roar  of 
its  fall  was  that  of  accumulated  thunders.  I 
feated  myfelf  in  front  of  it,  and  regarded 
with  fixed  attention  the  three  magnificent 
branches  into  which  the  river  is  divided.  It 
feems   furprifing  that  the  columns   which 

1 

feparate  thefe  branches,  fhould  be  able  to  re- 
fill the  rapidity  of  a  river,  whofe  violence 
is  not  to  be  defcribed,  and  whofe  bed  is  al- 
ready ftrewed  with  fo  many  trophies  of  its 
fury.  The  height  from  which  this  river  is 
precipitated,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  when 
compared  with  many  other  falls,  is  very  in- 
confiderable.  What  renders  this  more  ap- 
parent, is  the  extreme  width  of  the  ftream. 
In  the  generality  of  cafcades  the  ftream  is 

narrow, 
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narrow,  and  the  height  the  only  dimension 
which  ftrikes  the  fpectator's  eye.  \i\  the 
cafcade  here  exhibited,  the  breadth  of  the 
ftream  and  the  mafs  of  the  water  form  the 
prodigy.  There  are,  however,  a  thoufund 
beauties  in  this  cafcade,  which  an  atten- 
tive obfervation  will  diicover,  and  in  the 
contemplation  of  which  a  mind  open  to 
fublime  imprdlions  will  feel  a  fovereign 
pleafure.  The  rugged  bed  over  which  the 
waters  roll,  previous  to  their  fall,  gives  them 
forms,  tints,  and  varieties  of  the  mod  ex- 
quifite  beauty.  Thefe  waters  do  not  fall  in 
a  direct  line;  from  the  different  configu- 
rations of  the  rocks  by  which  they  defcend, 
they  roll  direct  or  oblique.  Some  fall  un- 
obftru£ted,  with  the  mod  violent  impulfe; 
others  glide  along  with  a  fmoother,  and 
lefs  rapid  current ;  others  are  feen  to  iflue 
from  crevices,  and  efcape  through  chafms 
in  a  thoufand  diminutive  branches.  All 
unite  to  form  the  cloud  of  fparkling  foam 
that  arifes  from  the  gulph  beneath  ;   and  to 

increafe 


LETTER    CLVII.  363 

increafe  that  ftupendous  tumult,  which  fills 
the  mind  with  folernnity,  and  the  fur- 
rounding  fcenes  with  its  echoes.  I  have 
before  remarked,  and  had  occafion  to  feel  it 
again,  that  the  fcenery  around  this  noble 
cafcade  gives  it  a  number  of  pi&urefque 
beauties.  No  pencil  could  defign  a  more 
happy  choice  or  difpofition  of  objects,  than 
enter  into  the  circumjacent  landfcape ;  all 
the  parts  of  which  aid  that  enchantment 
which  thofe  regions  infpire.  I  quitted 
with  regret  thofe  delicious  fcenes  at  the  fet- 
ting  of  the  fun. 

I  have  found  Schaffhaufe,  in  itfelf,  ex- 
tremely dull.  The  houfe  is  not  very  full, 
and  the  Table  d'Hote  but  ill  attended.  Peo- 
ple are  very  referved  here  upon  the  fubject 
of  French  politics  ;  and,  if  I  may  judge  of 
the  generality  from  the  tone  of  thofe  with 
whom  I  converfe,  this  part  of  Switzerland 
is  not  very  hoftile  to  French  principles. 
The  vigilance  of  the  government  feems  to 
banifh  from   the    gazettes  all   intelligence 

which 
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which  might  hold  out  to  their  fubje&s,  that 
the  arms  of  the  combined  Powers  are  not 
invincible.      An    Abbe/    from    Strafbourg 
amufed   us  with  the   information,   that   a 
meeting  had  been  lately  called  in  that  city, 
in  order  to  regulate  the  economy  of  reli- 
gion; and  many  plans  were  prefented  for 
reducing  the  number  of  the  churches,  and 
converting  the  fuperfiuous  edifices  to  the 
ufes  of  the  ftate.     One  propofed  that  the 
number  of  temples   fhould  be  reduced  to 
three;  one  for  the  Catholics,  a  fecond  for 
the  Proteftants,  and  a  third  for  the  Jews. 
Another  equally  liberal,  and; yet  more  eco- 
nomical, remarked,  that  the  cathedral  might 
ferve  for  all  three.     That  this  might   be 
effe&ed,  by  appointing  Catholic  fervice  on 
the  Sunday   morning — Protectant    in    the 
afternoon — and  giving   it  on  Saturday  to 
the  Jews. 


[   tfs  ] 
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Ulm,  Sept.  28,  1792. 

Touring  my  fhort  refidence  at  Schaff- 
haufe,  the  weather  was  very  unfavour- 
able, and  very  little  company  In  the  town, 
fo  that  I  found  myfelf  at  a  lofs  to  fill  up 
thofe  leifure  hours  which  I  ufually  devote 
to  cheerful  converfation,  and  fome  relaxing 
amufement.  Much  depends  upon  the  baro- 
meter, in  a  Swifs  town.  Every  portion  of 
this  ftupendous  country  poffefles  beauties, 
which  the  unvitiated  tafte  muft  feaft  upon 
with  luxury.  But  mountains  and  lakes, 
promontories  and  cafcades,  muft  be  vifited 
under  the  aufpices  of  a  genial  Iky,  and  can 
alone  be  enjoyed  in  a  temperate  atmo- 
fphere.  The  Swifs  towns  poffefs  no  re- 
fources  againft  the  ftorm — no  afylum  againft 

the  oppreflive  vapours  of  a  foggy  air.     No 
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theatres  or  coffee-houfes  are  allowed,  and 
none  of  thofe  important  levities  permitted 
which  relieve  the  fplenetic  mind. 

I  was  confined  to  my  quarters  by  cata- 
racts of  rain  ;  and,  excepting  the  firft  even- 
ing of  my  arrival,  have  not  obtained  a 
glimpfe  of  the  fun.  My  principal  occupa- 
tion was,  defigning  plans  of  my  intended 
route,  and  rehearfing  fome  crabbed  words 
from  the  German  Vocabulary,  I  find  this 
a  moft  indigeftible  fpecies  of  matter.  Ima- 
gine the  difficulty  of  commencing  a  lan- 
guage, whofe  terms  for  the  moll  part  bear 
rio  refemblance  to  thofe  of  the  languages 
ufually  ftudied.  What  analogy  can  you 
difcover  in  the  word  "  ewigkeit,"  to  Eter- 
nity, Eternitas,  Eternite,  or  Eternita  ? 
What  finking  refemblance  is  there  between 
*c  gluckfeeligkeit,"  and,  felicity,  felicitas, 
felicite,  or  felicita  ?  The  aids  of  refemblance, 
which  facilitate  fo  greatly  the  acquirement 
of  the  Italian  and  French  languages,  fail 
totally  in  the  German  *7  and,  except  in  the 

common 
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common  neceflaries  of  life,  in  which  it  ac- 
cords almoft  accurately  with  the  ILnglifh,  I 
find  it  a  language  new  in  all  its  particulars. 
In  defpke  however  of  its  difficulty  and  its 
harfhnels,  I  am  determined  to  take  the  only 
iure  and  infallible  method  of  acquiring  it, 
by  mixing  with  the  natives. 

Beiieged  by  the  ftorms  of  Tuefday,  I  di- 
verted my  ipleen,  by  meditating  fome  plans 
for  the   accomplishment   of  this   end,  and 
refolved    upon    one,    in    the  execution    of 
which    I   am    already   embarked.     In    my 
eager  curiofity  to  run  over  a  wide  track  of 
country,    my  eyes  faftened   upon  Vienna, 
Deiire  fees  no    difficulty— reflection  muf- 
tered  up  an  hoft.     I  at  length  determined 
to  avail  myfelf  of  the  counfel  of  my  land- 
lord, and  requefted  to  know  how  far  I  was 
from  Vienna?     He   told    me,   about   one 
hundred  German  miles,  or  above  five  hun- 
dred Englifh.     I  wifhed  farther  to  know, 
what  kind  of  conveyance  pafled  from  hence 
to  that  capital,  and  the  leaft  expenfive  me- 
thod 
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thod  of  travelling.  He  affured  me  that  I 
might,  provided  the  feafon  was  not  too  far 
advanced,  perform  the  journey  without 
much  coft.  In  order  to  this  I  mull  take 
the  pod  waggon  to  Uim,  which  was  about 
thirty  leagues,  and  then  embark  upon  the 
Danube  for  Vienna.  This  pleafing  intel- 
ligence elevated  my  fpirits,  and  decided  my 
purpofe.  I  fought  om  the  poft-houfe,  took 
a  place  in  the  waggon  for  Wednefday,  and 
returned  to  dinner  with  hilarity. 

Our  Table  d'H6te  was  not  numeroufly 
attended,  but  the  converiation  was  fpirited* 
I  was  not  a  littled  amufed  by  a  coachful  of 
French  travellers  from  Strafburg,  who  en- 
tered the  room,  dreffed  in  the  fanciful  habits 
of  ftrolling  players.  They  quickly  fur- 
rounded  a  table  near  us,  and  chatted, 
laughed,  and  dined,  without  fclicitude  or 
referve.  The  reckoning,  which  fucceeded 
the  repaft,  produced  a  revolution  in  the 
mirth  and  content  of  the  party.  All  the 
thunders  of  French  impetuofity  were  dealt 

4  out 
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out  againft  the  iniquity  of  the  hoft,  who 
received,  or  rather  reverberated,  the  flocks, 
with  the  phlegmatic  ftnrdinefs  of  a  Swifs 
landlord.  The  bill  was  at  length  difcharged, 
with  an  affurance,  that  though  a  thoufand 
accidents  might  bring  them  into  that  quar- 
ter of  the  world,  no  inducement  fhould 
prevail  on  them  again  to  enter  his  houfe. 
"  Gardez  votre  parole,  Meffieurs,"  retorted 
the  landlord  calmly;  "  Je  n'en  ferai  pas 
"  fache." 

I  had  an  opportunity  in  the  afternoon 
of  obferving  the  impatience  of  an  Englifh- 
man,  who  appeared  an  ill  match  for  con- 
tinental embarraflments.  The  tardy  move- 
ments of  the  Swifs  produced  a  feries  of  in- 
temperate reproaches,  which  fell  harmlefs, 
and  appeared  neither  to  wound  their  ears, 
nor  accelerate  their  motions.  When  the 
horfes  were  put  to, .  and  he  was  about  to 
enter,  he  difcovered  a  horfe  fattened  be- 
hind. He  wifhed  to  know  the  reafon  of 
this,  and  was  told  that  the  poftilion  having 

vol.  11.  B  B  occafion 
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occafion  to  take  back  a  horfe,  had  fattened 
him  there  for  that  purpofe.  The  Englifh- 
man  wifhed  to  know  why  his  permiffion 
had  not  been  previoufly  afked — adding, 
"  En  Angleterre,  on  n'oferoit  faire  cela  fans 
"  m'en  demander  la  permiffion."  "  Oh  !" 
replied  the  landlord,  "  quant  a  cela,  on  ne 
"  s'£n  foucie  pas  dans  ce  pays-ci."  4<  Adieu, 
"  mon  ami,"  faid  the  Englifhman  pointedly, 
ct  nous  fommes  bien  fur  un  niveau ;"  and 
fpringing  into  his  carriage,  put  an  end  to 
the  dialogue. 


LETTER    CLIX. 

T  left  Schaffhaufe  on  Wednefday  morn- 
ing, under  the  evil  aufpices  of  a  de- 
luging rain.  I  had  never  yet  feen  a  Ger- 
man poll  waggon,  or  at  leaft  had  never  re- 
garded it  with  the  attention  which  my 
prefent  intereft  in  it  now  difpofed  me  to 
♦  do, 
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do.  I  was  fummoned  about  eight  o'clock 
to  attend  at  the  poft-houfe.  The  whole 
money  was  here  paid,  and  I  was  left  to 
difpute  for  myfelf  the  priority  and  prece- 
dence of  place.  The  waggon  was  made  to 
contain  eight  perfons,  and  though  called 
by  this  name,  which  is  here  a  general  term 
for  all  carriages,  it  refembled  in  form  a 
coach  or  caravan.  Underneath  pafs  two 
leathers  of  vaft  ftrength  and  thicknefs, 
connected  at  their  feveral  extremities  with 
fprings,  and  upon  thefe  refts  the  body  of 
the  carriage.  Having,  not  without  fome 
difficulty,  taken  my  feat,  and  the  machine 
being  put  in  motion,  I  began  to  reconnoitre 
my  company,  and  form  fome  conjecture  of 
jhe  amufement  I  was  to  derive  from  this 
fingular  expedition.  Our  carriage  had  got 
its  complement.  The  vilenefs  of  the  road, 
and  the  inceffant  rain,  rendered  our  motion 
very  fluggifti,  though  drawn  by  fix  horfes. 

I  could  not  help  obferving  the  eafy  man- 
ner  in  which   every  paflenger  accommo- 
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dated  himfelf,  upon  afluming  his  feat  in  this 
machine.  He  took  off  his  hat,  drew  from 
his  pocket  a  night-cap,  which  he  inftantly 
put  on,  and  then  kindling  his  travelling 
pipe  of  ebony,  prepared  to  enjoy  himfelf. 

I  was  not  fuffered  to  continue  long  in 
mute  obfervation ;  fome  queftions  were 
addreffed  to  me  in  German.  I  was  juft 
learned  enough  to  acquaint  them,  that  if 
they  intended  to  converfe  with  me,  it  muft 
be  through  fome  other  medium.  There 
happened  fortunately  to  be  among  the  com- 
pany, a  Swifs,  who  fpoke  French.  He  a£ted 
as  interpreter  between  me  and  the  Germans, 
and  explained  to  me  occafionally  thofe  parts 
of  the  converfation  which  appeared  the  moll 
amufmg.  Though  I  had  pafled  through 
different  parts  of  Germany,  I  mixed  fo  lit- 
tle with  the  natives,  that  I  had  not  formed 
by  any  means  a  juft  conception  of  their 
character.  The  German  Swifs  is  indeed  a 
iilent  and  a  fullen  animal;  but  the  true 
German  appears  to  me,  though  cool,  yet 
&  capable 
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capable  of  animation  ;  cautious,  yet  com- 
municative :  he  can  be  cheerful  without 
levity,  and  grave  without  ftupidity. 

The  calm  of  our  fociety  was  fcarcely 
eftablifhed,  when  one  of  thofe  accidents, 
which  the  uncouth  fyftems  of  German  me- 
chanics not  unfrequently  produce,  threw  us 
into  the  utmoft  courier  nation.  One  of  thofe 
immenfe  leathers  which  pafs  under  the  body 
of  the  carriage  burft,  and  the  machine 
plunged  inftantly  on  one  fide,  and  rolled  for- 
ward in  this  manner  for  fome  few  paces.  At 
length  the  carriage  being  flopped,  we  fcram- 
bled  out,  and  in  the  midft  of  a  horrible  quag, 
and  under  a  driving  rain,  we  remained,  till 
by  chains,  ropes,  &c.  a  fubflitute  was  con- 
ftru£ted  for  the  broken  leather.  After  being 
again  ordered  in,  a  fudden  crack  brought 
the  condudtor  again  from  his  feat,  and  wa 
were  re- ordered  into  the  cold  rain  and 
mire,  to  wait  the  effe£t  of  another  effort  of 
German  mechanics. 

b  b  3  I  muft  j 
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I  mud  confefs  that  this  fpecimen  of  the 
pofl  waggon,  and  its  embarrarTments,  rather 
chilled  my  ardor,  and  alarmed  me  with 
evil  prognoftics.  Decided,  however,  to 
await  the  iflue,  I  relumed  my  place,  after 
the  neceflary  reparations  had  been  made, 
and  we.  moved  cautioufly  and  fafely  to  the 
pofl:  town,  where  we  flopped  at  the  poft- 
houfe  to  dine.  Here  I  learnt,  with  much 
diflatisfacYion,  that  I  was  to  part  with  my 
company.  The  carriage  in  which  we  came 
Was  bound  for  Stutgard,  and  parted  imme- 
diately after  dinner,  leaving  me  to  wait,  in 
company  with  the  German  Swifs,  the  ar^ 
rival  of  the  Ulm  coach.  As  I  could  neither 
underftand  here,  nor  be  underftood,  after 
making  an  experiment  in  my  new  lan- 
guage without  fuccefs,  I  felt  myfelf  fur-r 
rounded  by  barbarians;  and  dreading  pe- 
culation and  robbery,  I  gathered  up  the 
articles  which  belonged  to  me,  wrapped 
rnyfelf  round  in  my  travelling  cloak,  and> 

throwing 
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throwing  myfelf  on  the  ground,  paffed  a 
long  interval  belide  my  property  in  inter- 
rupted flumbers. 
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ytou  have  read  of  voyagers  caft  by  fomc 
evil  chance  upon  a  defert  ifle,  where 
the  rude  accents  of  the  natives  convey  no 
fenfe  to  the  ear,  and  where  all  communi- 
cation has  been  maintained  by  external 
fymbols.  Such  was  the  fituation  into 
which  I  was  plunged  at  this  miferable 
houfe,  and  in  which  I  continued  till  a  late 
hour  of  the  night.  The  arrival  of  dif- 
ferent waggons,  and  the  entrance  of  feveral 
companies,  rouzed  me  from  that  torpor 
which  my  helplefs  condition  had  generated. 
I  now  began  to  diredt  my  obfervation  to 
the  carriages  arrived,  and  was  vigilant  te 
difcover  if  the  name  of  Ulm  fhould   be 
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uttered.  Various  carriages  were  announced, 
and   different    parties    entered    and   difap- 
peared,  till  at  a  very  late  hour  the  name  of 
Ulm   was    loudly  proclaimed,   and   I  was 
made  to  underftand  that  the  carnage  bound 
to  that  city  was  now  arrived.     I  foon  ob- 
ferved  a  man  bearing  off  upon  his  Ihoulders 
my  portmanteau.      I   followed   him    with 
my  ecritoire,  cloak,  &c.  and  attended  him 
to  the  waggon,  in  which  he  packed  my 
portmanteau,  and  delivering   my  ecritoire 
into  his  hands  for  the  fame  purpofe,  I  re- 
turned.    He  fhortly  rejoined  me,  refloring 
me  the  writing-cafe,  and  uttering  fome  un- 
intelligible words,  directed   me   to   go  up 
flairs.     I  tried  various  ways  to  divine  what 
this  might  mean,  but  in  vain.     I  obeyed 
him  at  length   with   reludance,  but   foon 
defcending   a  fecond    time,   placed   myfelf 
befide  the  waggon,  when  the  knave,  as  I 
had  pictured  him,  came  up  to  me,  uttered 
again  fome  rapid  expreffions,  and  taking 
Jtte  by  the  arm,  re-conduded  me  up  flairs. 
II  I  was 
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I  was  now  embarraffed  and  enraged.  I  flew 
to  the  office,  addreflfed  the  CommifTaire  in 
French,  and  entreated  him  to  explain  this 
matter.  My  language  was  Coptic  to  him  ; 
he  returned  me  no  anfwer,  but  gently 
(hook  his  head. 

Thus  baffled  by  ignorance  on  the  one 
hand,  and  circumvented,  as  it  feemed,  by 
knavery  on  the  other,  I  once  again  repaired 
to  the  waggon,  took  my  defk  under  my 
arm,  and  my  cloak  upon  my  fhoulder,  re- 
folving  not    to    abandon    my   port,   till    I 
fhould  comprehend  the  defliny  of  my  port- 
manteau, in  which  my  own  was  involved. 
While   I  was  thus  torturing  myfelf  with 
imaginary  fears,   the    company  bound  for 
Ulm  were  fupping.     At  length,  my  perfe- 
cutor  approached  me  a  third  time,  took  my 
defk  from  under  my  arm,  not  without  fome 
refiftance  on  my  part,  put  it  into  the  feat 
of  a  fmall  uncovered  cabriolet  which  flood 
near,  at  the  fame  time  directing  me  to  take 
my  place  in  this  carriage,     I  obeyed;  the 

German 
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German  Swifs  followed,  the  poftilion  crack- 
ed his  whip,  and  we  rolled  away  with  great 
velocity.  I  now  confidered  all  as  loft.  My 
refiftance  had  been  exhaufted,  and  rnv  re- 
fledions  upon  the  fuppofed  iniquity  of  the 
people  whom  I  had  juft  quitted,  fupplied  me 
with  matter  of  anxious  occupation  till  we 
Arrived  at  the  poft-houfe.  The  cold  was 
rather  violent,  and  the  only  defence  I  had 
againft  it  was  an  immenfe  cloak,  which  I 
had  purchafed  at  Geneva.  This  was  five 
ells  wide,  and  almoft  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
thick.  To  this  I  added  a  fur  cap,  and,  by 
way  of  defence,  a  tolerable  weapon  of  Ge- 
neva manufacture.  Such  were  my  travels 
ling  accoutrements,  and  fuch  my  armour 
againft  ftcrms  and  robbers. 

I  could  not  help  obferviiig  how  little  im* 
predion  the  chilling  air  of  the  night  ap- 
peared to  make  on  my  hardy  companion. 
He  had  neither  cloak  nor  gloves,  yet  never 
Uttered  a  murmur.  Our  carriage  was  very 
light*  and,  the  poftilion  drove  with  great 

violence 
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violence,  not  appearing  to  have  any  choice 
of  track.  We  ran  over  all  the  obftacles  of 
a  rough  and  ftony  road  without  difcrimi- 
nation,  and  at  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning  were  fet  down  at  the  poft-houfc. 
Here  we  were  left  to  fhift  for  ourfeives. 
Obferving  the  Swifs  loading  himfelf  with 
his  luggage,  I  took  my  ecritoire  and  the 
other  few  articles  I  poffeffed,  and  fcram- 
bling  in  the  dark  through  piles  of  mud,  I 
reached  the  door  of  the  pofl-houfe.  I 
threw  myfelf  on  the  ground  when  I  entered 
the  common  room,  and  wrapping  myfelf 
in  my  cloak,  flept  till  four  o'clock,  when 
the  very  man  w?ho  had  fo  periecuted  me  at 
the  laft  ftation,  awoke  me,  by  announcing 
that  the  waggon  was  ready  to  proceed,  and 
intreating  fome  trink-gelt^  or  drink- money, 
for  his  fervices.  I  now  made  fome  figns 
refpe&ing  my  portmanteau,  which  he  com- 
prehended, and  made  me  underfland  that  it 
was  fafely  flowed  in  the  large  waggon.  I 
began   now  to   comprehend  what  had  fo 

greatly 
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greatly  diftreffed  me,  and  what  was  after- 
wards more  fully  explained.  The  waggon 
having  more  than  its  complement,  an  extra 
carriage  had  been  taken  for  myfelf  and  the 
Swifs,  and  the  luggage  divided,  in  order  to 
charge  both  equally. 

It  was  now  four  o'clock,  and  the  great 
waggon  being  fet  off,  myfelf  and  the  Swifs 
were  put  into  a  cabriolet,  with  two  others. 
One  of  thefe  was  a  man  of  no  ungenteel 
appearance,  and  feemed  to  poflefs  great 
wit  and  pleafantry.  I  underftood  fcarce  any 
thing  of  what  he  faid,  yet  the  expreffion  of 
his  countenance,  and  the  humour  of  his 
manner,  provoked,  not  lefsin  myfelf  than  in 
thofe  who  underftood  him  better,  uninter- 
rupted laughter.  The  mirth  occafioned  by 
this  lively  traveller  operated  as  an  antidote 
againft  the  chilling  fogs  of  the  morning, 
and  we  arrived  at  Moefkirch  in  great  fpi- 
xits.  Here  we  were  brought  together  round 
a  large  table,  and,  the  condu&or  prefiding 
at  the  meal,  a  very  good  repaft  was  ferved 

up. 
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up.  We  had  fcarcely  more  than  ninepence 
each  to  pay  for  coffee  and  dinner.  Our 
company  was  numerous  ;  the  feveral  mem- 
bers of  it  were  here  rallied  ;  and  dinner 
being  ended,  and  accounts  fettled,  the  fame 
arrangement  was  obferved  as  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  the  carriages  being  feverally 
charged,  were  again  put  in  motion. 
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TTpon  re-entering  the  cabriolet,  our  wTk 
renewed  his  vivacity,  and  began  to  play 
off  his  jokes  with  as  much  rapidity  and 
humour  as  before.  The  fourth  member  of 
our  party  was  a  merchant,  native  of  Ulm, 
who  fpoke  fome  few  words  of  French, 
and  interpreted  occasionally  fome  parts  of 
thofe  lively  fallies  which  produced  fo  much 
diverfion.     My   pafiion   for    the   German 

language 
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language  increafes  in  proportion  to  the  em* 
barraffments  to  which  the  ignormce  of  it 
expofes  me.  I  employed  all  thofe  moments 
in  which  mirth  languished,  in  ftudying 
thofe  parts  which  are  the  ground-work  of 
converfation.  Next  to  the  uncouthnefs 
of  the  terms  themfelves,  upon  which  I  have 
before  infifted,  the  Angularity  of  arrange- 
ment becomes  the  moft  important  difficulty. 
The  firft  is  fimply  the  work  of  memory, 
the  latter  of  habit;  the  firft  may  be  con- 
quered by  ftudy,  the  latter  can  only  be  fur- 
mounted  by  obfervation  :  the  firft  may  be 
combated  in  folitude,  the  latter  muft  be 
met  in  fociety.  Some  rules,  I  obferve,  are 
offered  to  direct  this  arrangement  of  words, 
and  fome  few  analogies  to  account  for  it ; 
yet  fo  many  exceptions  exift  to  the  firft,  and 
(o  many  objections  to  the  laft,  that  the  ear 
appears  ultimately  to  be  the  arbiter  ;  and 
the  ear  can  be  no  farther  accurate,  than  as 
It  is  corrected  and  formed  by  habit  and  ex- 
perience* 

3  W« 
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We  flopped  in  the  evening  at  Riedlin- 
gen,  and  had  fcarcely  commenced  fupper 
before  our  pleafant  companion,  who  was 
now  at  his  journey's  end,  approached  to 
take  leave.  This  he  did  with  a  fpecies  of 
ceremony,  which  in  England  would  pafs  for 
a  very  uncivil  freedom.  After  fupper,  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  a  gentle- 
man and  his  family,  amounting  to  fix  per- 
fons,  who  formed  the  principal  part  of  the 
waggon  company.  I  found  them  to  be  na- 
tives of  Bafle;  and  to  my  great  fatisfa&ion, 
bound  equally  with  myfelf  to  Vienna.  This 
gentleman  fpoke  Englifli  and  French  re- 
markably well;  the  former  he  had  learnt  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  where  he  had  paffed  much 
of  the  earlier  part  of  his  life.  He  had  a 
very  ftrong  predile&ion  for  my  country- 
men, in  whofe  fociety  he  had  mixed  at 
Copenhagen,  where  he  had  alfo  paffed  fome 
years.  The  liberal  encomiums  beftowed 
upon  the  Englifli  character,  attached  me 
to  him,  and  gave  him  iu  my  eflimation 

credit 
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credit  for  qualities,  which  a  farther  acquaint- 
ance will,  I  truft,  confirm.  Our  converfa- 
tion  was  interrupted  by  a  fummons  to  re- 
fume  our  feats  in  the  waggon,  and  thus 
through  an  intenfe  cold  we  travelled  till 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  My  cloth- 
ing was  infufficient  to  counteract  the  feve- 
rities  of  this  night,  which  penetrated  my 
limbs,  and  baniihed  fleep  from  my  eye-lids. 
We  only  flopped  fuixicient  time  to  change 
horfes,  and  then  proceeded  to  Ulm,  through 
a  denfer  fog  than  I  almoft  ever  witnefled. 

Upon  arriving  before  the  gates  of  the 
city,  our  names  were  demanded,  and  we 
were  then  fuffered  to  pafs.  We  were  driven 
to  a  comfortable  inn,  where  my  limbs  after 
fome  little  repofe  began  to  recover  their  fea- 
sibility. We  had  been  two  complete  days 
and  nights  making  a  journey  of  not  an 
hundred  miles.  A  great  part  of  the  coun- 
try was  laid  under  water,  and  the  roads 
were  miferably  ploughed  up,  and  deluged 
by  carriages  and  rain.     As  I  have  already 

defcribed 
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deferibed  the  port  waggon,  I  fhall  only  add, 
that  thefe  carnages  travel  with  poft  horfes, 
are  under  the  direction  of  government,  like 
the  Englifh  mail-coaches,  though  certainly 
not  fo  light  nor  fo  rapid.  The  price  of  tra- 
velling in  them  is  extremely  moderate,  the 
fare  did  not  amount  to  more  than  feven  or 
eight  (hillings,  and  at  every  ftation  fix 
kreutzers  are  given  to  the  poftilion. 

Ulm  is  a  town  of  great  antiquity,  and 
ranks  next  to  Augfburg  in  the  circle  of 
Swabia.  It  appears  dull,  though  populous  ; 
and  pofleffes  neither  beauty  nor  activity.  It 
has  the  reputation  of  very  fuperior  manu- 
factures, in  fluffs,  linen,  cotton,  &c.  I  have 
heard  its  clock-work  mentioned  as  one  of 
its  moft  productive  branches  of  commerce. 
I  took  a  turn  round  the  town,  but  difco- 
vered  nothing  of  importance  in  its  archi- 
tecture, except  the  tower  of  the  cathedral, 
which  is  a  very  fine  edifice.  Judging  of 
this  town  from  its  hiftory  and  general  cha- 
racter, I  am  inclined  to  fuppofe  that  the 
little  external  appearance  of  activity  arifes 
vol.  11.  c  c  from 
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from  the  number  of  inhabitants  occupied 
in  the  different  manufactories;  and  that  the 
hour  which  I  chofe  for  reconnoitring  the 
town,  was  one  in  which  the  ftreets  were 
thinned,  to  fill  the  work-fhops  and  ware- 
houfes. 

I  am  now  preparing  to  take  advantage  of 
a  barge,  which  is  this  day  to  fet  off  for 
.  Vienna.  Though  I  was  more  difpofed  to 
reft  than  to  travel,  and  am  fufficicntly  fa- 
tigued to  wifh  for  fome  intermiffion,  I  have 
engaged  myfelf  as  paffenger  in  the  veffel ; 
of  which  if  I  fhould  negledl  to  profit,  I 
muft  wait  another  week,  and  run  fome 
rifque  of  letting  the  feafon  go  by.  The 
paffengers  are  faid  to  be  very  numerous, 
and  what  the  viciffitudes  of  this  voyage 
give  birth  to,  fhall  be  tranfmitted  when 
occafion  offers.  I  move  too  rapidly  to  ob- 
ferve  with  accuracy,  or  write  with  precifion; 
of  this  you  are  aware,  and  in  this  confider- 
ation  I  find  my  acquittal. 
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Donavert,  Sept,  29,  1792. 

T^Etween  two  and  three  o'clock  on  the 
Friday,  I  proceeded,  in  company  with 
four  Frenchmen,  down  to  the  place  where 
the  barge  was  moored,  Thefe  Frenchmen 
were  young  ftudents  at  a  neighbouring  uni- 
verfity,  and  were  infufferably  riotous.  They 
dined  at  the  inn  from  which  I  ftarted,  and 
fattened  themfelves  upon  mzfans  ceremonies 
This  was  a  circumftance  by  no  means  in 
my  favour,  as  Frenchmen  are,  I  find,  gene- 
rally difliked.  I  had  an  early  proof  of  the 
difadvantage  occafioned  by  it.  I  had  fcarcely 
entered  the  barge,  when  one  of  the  pro* 
prietors  addrefied  me  with  fome  degree  of 
rudenefs,  afked  me  if  I  was  not  a  French- 
man, whether  I  had  a  German  paffport,  re- 
peating frequently  and  fternly,  thatt  if  I 
was  a  Frenchman,  I  fhould  not  pafs,  and 

q  c  2  that 
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that  a  French  paflport  would  anfwer  no 
end.  I  replied  fullenly,  that  I  was  an  Eng- 
lishman ;  and  upon  being  prefled,  pro- 
duced a  German  paflport,  which  I  had  pur- 
chafed  at  Schaffhaufe  for  *a  few  kreutzers. 
This  appeared  to  fatisfy  them,  and  I  replaced 
it  in  my  boforn. 

I  was  aftoniflied  at  my  arrival  upon  the 
banks  of  the  river,  to  obferve  fo  large  a. 
company,  at  leaft  fifty  paflengers,  many  of 
whom  were  accompanied  by  their  friends 
and  relations,  attending  on  the  fliore  to  bid 
adieu,  and  to  fee  us  loofe  our  cables.     All 
preparations  being  finally  arranged,  luggage 
flowed,  and  paflengers  on  board,  the  fignal 
was  given,  the  cable  loofened,  and  the  cur- 
rent of  the  river  began  to  bear  us  along 
from  the  croud  of  fpedtators  which  covered 
the  fliore,  and  who  prayed  aloud  to  Heaven 
to  grant  us  a  profperous  voyage.     The  Da- 
nube, which  rifes  at  no  great  diftance  from 
Freibourg,  is  here  firft  navigable  for  veflels 
of  burden.     The  barge  was  covered  in  by 
rough  planks ;  an  oar  is  difpofed  at  each 
4  extremity, 
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extremity,  whofe  principal  ufe  is  to  affift  the 
current  agaifrft  the  wind,  and  is  fetdom  ufed 
but    when    the    latter   is    contrary.     Thcfe 
barges  cannot  proceed    in  the   night,    nor 
when  the  wind  is  very  violent,  on  account 
of  the  bridges   under   which  they  have  to 
pals.     As  the  day  was  far  advanced  before 
we  left  Ulm,  we  made  but  five  leagues,  ami 
brought  to  before  Gunfburg.     On  landing 
here,  we  were  inftantly  accofted  by  a  com- 
miflaire,  who  demanded  our  country,  cha- 
racter, and  pafTport.     The  four  Frenchmen 
were  immediately  flopped :  the  failors  had 
reprefented   to   them    the    impoflibility  of 
palling,    but   they  had  treated   the   notice 
with  ridicule.     I  found  afterwards,  that  not 
without  confiderable  delay,  and  by  virtue  of 
their  being  ftudents,  they  did  at  length  ef- 
fect a  pafiage.     As  they  were  not  at  prefent 
allowed  to  proceed,  I  here  took  my  leave  of 
them  with  no  great  regret.     In  general,  no- 
thing is    more    difgulting   than    a   young 
Frenchman — empty,  volatile,  and  obtrufive. 
The  Frenchman  of  a  ripened  age  is  a  com- 

c  c  3  panionable 


390  LETTER    CLXII. 

panionable  man.  He  has  ufually  much 
knowledge  of  the  world,  and  abounds  in 
anecdote.  The  fober  gravity  of  age  is 
animated  in  him  by  the  embers  of  his 
youthful  paffions.  Experience  has  tranf- 
muted  volatility  into  vivacity,  and  taught 
the  rebel  fpirits  to  flow  within  their  juft 
current. 

But  to  return — The  inns  at  Gunfburg 
would  fcarcely  contain  qs.  We  moved  in 
bodies  up  to  the  town  ;  and  feparating  into 
different  companies,  fought  accommodations 
in  different  quarters  of  the  town.  We  fup- 
ped  at  the  Table  d'Hote;  where,  finding  a 
German,  inhabitant  of  the  place,  who  fpoke 
Englifh,  I  enquired  of  him  fome  particulars 
of  the  voyage.  He  allured  me,  we  had 
near  five  hundred  miles  Englifh  to  go,  and 
that  the  number  of  days  in  which  we  may 
expect  to  perform  this  voyage,  is  uncertain. 
Foreigners,  taken  in  the  general,  have  au 
inquifitivenefs  which  fuits  ill  the  conftitu- 
tional  referve  of  an  Englifhman.  ,  This  ap- 
pears to  be  considerably  augmented,  if  not 

^folutely 
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abfolutely  created,  by  the  liberties  of  a  Table 
d'Hote.  It  would  feem  in  England  not  a 
little  impertinent,  to  aft  the  bufinefs  of  any 
gentleman  who  is  travelling  to  any  definite 
place :  yet,  upon  being  told  that  I  was  on 
my  way  to  Vienna,  a  member  of  the  com- 
pany made  no  fcruple  of  afting  me  with- 
out circumlocution,  "  What  was  my  ob- 
8  jeft  in  going  to  Vienna?''  As  I  was  not 
difpofed  to  develope  my  plan,  and  knew  of 
no  law  which  bound  me  to  a  pofitive  an- 
fwer,  I  contented  myfelf  with  an  evafive 
remark,  and  fhortly  retired. 

There  is  fomething  very  cheerful  in  the 
hature  of  a  Table  d'Hote;  it  is  a  point 
around  which  the  fcattered  individuals  rally, 
and  find  here  the  amufement  of  a  diverfi- 
fied  and  periodical  fociety.  In  moments  of 
faugue  and  languor  they  are  lefs  grateful; 
the  flagging  fpirits  are,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  beft 
reftored — not  by  fociety  and  exertion — 4>itf 
by  retirement  and  repofe. 

CC  4 
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Donavert,  Sept.  29,  1792. 

"DETWEEN  five  and  fix  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing, a  fummons  was  knt  for  all  to  rife, 
and  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  renew 
the  voyage.  After  a  cup  of  coffee,  I  joined 
the  paflengers,  who  were  affembling  and 
crowding  down  to  the  vcffel.  I  was 
charmed  with  the  fcenery  on  quitting  Gunf- 
burg.  The  banks  of  the  river  were  clothed 
with  a  varied  and  charming  verdure : 
woods  and  mountains,  foftened  by  the  gen- 
tie  effulgence  of  the  riling  fun,  exhibited  a 
very  pleafing  fpe&acle.  We  were  brought 
on  fhore  to  dine  at  a  town  on  our  way,  and 
again  came  to  an  anchor  this  evening,  in 
order  to  pafs  the  night  at  Donavert.  The 
inn  to  which  we  were  conducted,  is  very 
pleafantly  fituated  upon  the  banks  of  the 
river,  and  affords  us  very  excellent  accom- 
modations. 

This 
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This  day  has  paffed  in  a  variety  of  amufe- 
ments;   the  paffengers  have  begun  to  form 
a  fpecies  of  ibciety ;  and,  throwing  off  the 
referve  of  ftrangers,  to  intermix  with  fome 
degree   of  confidence.     From  the  profpeft 
of  a  long  continuance  in  each  other's  ib- 
ciety, each   has    been  zealous   to   difcover 
fome  recommendatory  qualities.    Anecdotes 
and  enigmas  filled  up  the  greater  portion  of 
to-day ;  as  I  comprehend  but  little,  I  did 
not  fuffer  the  time  to  elapfe  without  a  ftu- 
dious  application  to  my  German  elements. 
This  was  occafionally  relieved  by  diverting 
experiments    in    the   line    of  converfation. 
The  fimily  from  Bafie,  before  announced, 
appear  people  of  refpectabiiity.     All  that  I 
have  yet  learnt  concerning  them  is,  that  the 
fi.tuation  of  political  affairs  at  Bafle  has  im- 
pelled them  to   this  emigration.     Threat- 
ened by  France  en  one  fide,  and  urged  to 
hoftile  meafures  by  the  combined  Powers  on 
the  other,  this  diftradted  town  is  between 
two  batteries  ;  and  thofe  who  prefer  the  fe- 
curity  of  their  families  to  the  profperity  of 

their 
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their  fortunes,  are  amply  juftified  in  aban- 
doning their  agitated  country.  The  eldefl 
daughter  of  this  family  is  a  girl  of  a  very 
pleafant  countenance,  and  genteel  manners. 
The  next  acquaintance  to  whom  I  fhall 
introduce  you,  is  a  young  man,  native  of 
Hungary.  He  has  been  to  Bruflels,  and  is 
on  his  return  to  that  kingdom.  The  object 
©f  his  expedition  was,  to  acquire  the  French 
language ;  and  the  expences  of  it  were  de- 
frayed by  leflbns  in  the  German  during  his 
refidence  in  Brabant.  He  difcovers  a  very 
confiderable  portion  of  good  nature,  and  is 
not  deftitute  of  talents.  The  next  is  a 
inadame  Vogel  from  Zurich,  of  whofe  cha- 
racter I  am  perfe&ly  ignorant.  She  has, 
however,  attracted  confiderable  attention  by 
the  fuperiority  of  her  converfation,  and  by 
repeating  from  memory,  tales,  anecdotes, 
and  verfes  of  uncommon  length.  She  is  a 
woman  of  an  agreeable  height  and  figure: 
{ier  countenance,  without  pofleffing  beauty, 
Is  yet  interefting,  and  ihe  plays  her  fine 
tfycs  "  nvet  bcaucotip  dc  coquetrie"     She  is 

attended 
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attended  by  a  man,  who  has  the  appendages, 
though  not  very  much  the  air,  of  an  officer. 
Befides  thefe,  there  is  a  Lieutenant  of 
Huflars  from  Darmftadt,  a  man  of  a  very 
refpedtable  appearance.  To  judge  from  an 
early  acquaintance,  he  unites  to  the  qualities 
of  the  foldier,  the  virtues  of  the  man.  He 
appeared  Itudious  to  enter  into  converfation 
with  me,  upon  our  getting  on  board  ;  and, 
as  he  fpeaks  French,  our  acquaintance  was 
not  long  in  forming.  He  profeffes  himfelf 
extremely  attached  to  the  Englifji  nation, 
as  his  father,  who  was  alfo  a  military  man, 
paflfed  a  number  of  years  among  thofe  Hef- 
fians  employed  in  the  Britiih  fervice.  He 
bore  a  cpnfiderable  part  amongfl  the  aclors 
in  this  day's  amufement,  and  read  occafiou- 
ally  to  the  company  forne  of  Lavater's 
aphorifms.  There  are  many  others,  who 
have  not  as  yet  made  any  figure,  or  difco- 
vered  any  qualities  fufficiently  noticeably. 
A  Swifs  has  indeed  forced  himfelf  upon  my 
obfervation,  by  the  Angularity  of  his  phy«? 
fiognomy,  and  the  forwardnefs  of  his  mai> 
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ner.  He  is  a  German  from  the  canton  of 
Zurich,  has  a  countenance  of  the  mofl  Hub- 
born  and  inflexible  caft,  talks  with  much 
violence,  and  in  a  very  barbarous  dialed!, 
-and  takes  an  immoderate  quantity  of  fnuff. 
The  Huffar  officer  undertakes  the  ar- 
rangement at  the  inns,  and  is,  by  general 
confent,  ereded  into  mafter  of  the  ceremo- 
nies. He  and  myfelf  have  the  preference 
in  beds  and  accommodations ;  a  compli- 
ment paid  to  him  in  confideration  of  his 
rank,  and  to  me  out  of  refpecl  to  my  nation. 
There  is  fomething  very  whimfical  in  the 
fpedtacle  which  our  barge  and  crew  make  at 
every  debarkation.  We  are  fo  numerous 
and  fo  blended,  differ  fo  in  complexion  and 
character,  that  the  evacuation  of  the  ark 
could  not  have  difplayed  a  more  motley 
fcene  ;  and  the  form  of  our  vefTel,  which 
appears  conflrucled  upon  the  antidiluvian 
model,  favors  very  ftrongly  this  analogy. 
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Ingoldftadt,  Sept.  30,  1792* 

r\N£  great fource  ofpleafure  to  a  traveller 
exifts  in  the  furvey  of  thofe  fcenes, 
which  have  been  rendered  famous  by  the 
memory  of  fome  great  event.  The  battle 
of  Blenheim,  as  it  is  ufually  regiftered 
in  Englifh  chronicles,  was  fought  in  fome 
plains  bordering  upon  the  Danube,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Hochfledt.  Here  the 
cool  intrepidity  of  Marlborough  triumphed 
over  the  precipitate  ardor  of  Tallard  ;  and 
fortune  united  with  talents  and  bravery,  to 
humble  the  pride  of  France,  and  exalt  the 
fame  of  Britain.  The  fcene  of  action  was 
pointed  out  to  me  as  tve  paffed  :  the  plains 
fhewn  in  which  the  French  encamped,  and 
on  which  they  perifhed.  A  vaft  extent  of 
territory  was  moiftened  with  Gallic  blood, 
and  the  fhores  of  the   Danube    whitened 

with 
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with  human  bones.  Of  fixty  thoufand  who 
entered  the  field,  not  more  than  twenty 
thoufand  are  computed  to  have  efcaped* 
Such  is  faid  to  have  been  the  confufion 
which  pervaded  the  ranks  upon  the  capture 
of  Tallard,  whofe  fhortnefs  of  fight  threw 
him  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  that 
whole  battalions  prelTed  down  to  the  fhore 
in  confternation,  and  were  fwallowed  up  in 
the  waters  of  the  Danube.  I  caft  a  look  of 
horror  on  the  awful  fpot  where  "  mifta 
"  fenum  ac  juvenum  denfantur  funera.'* 
My  ears  were  affailed  by  a  thoufand  imagi- 
nary phantoms  in  the  fupplicating  ftrains  of 
the  unburied  ancient : 

At  tu  nauta,  vag?e  ne  parce  malignus  arense, 

OfTibus  et  capiti  inhumato 
Particulam  dare. 

This  celebrated  fcene  of  aclion  is  fituated 
on  the  confines  of  the  circle  of  Swabia ;  a 
territory  which,  though  mountainous  in 
many  parts,  is  in  general  fruitful,  particu- 
larly in  the  Marquifate  of  Baden,    Augf- 

bourg. 
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bourg,  of  which  I  have  before  fpoken,  is  it* 
capital,  and  occupies  a  very  confiderablc 
rank  for  beauty  and  commerce  among  the 
cities  of  Germany.  The  wines  moft  in 
circulation  in  this  part  of  the  country  are 
the  Rhenifh,  which  bears  a  good  price  ; 
the  Tyrol,  which  is  a  red  fweet  wine,  of  an 
excellent  flavour,  and  extremely  cheap. 
•The  great  centre  of  this  latter  article  of 
commerce  is  Augfburg,  from  whence  it 
is  exported  to  the  different  parts  of  Ger- 
many. In  addition  to  thefe,  is  the  Necker 
wine,  fo  denominated  from  the  river  of  this 
name  upon  whofe  banks  it  is  made. 

Donavert,  which  bounded  our  fecond 
day's  voyage,  is  the  firft  town  upon  the 
Danube,  in  the  circle  of  Bavaria.  The 
break  of  day  was  the  fignal  for  quitting 
Donavert,  and  we  were  allowed  the  privi- 
lege of  going  afhore  at  Neuberg,  in  order  to 
dine.  The  troops  of  the  Eledtor  make  a 
very  military  appearance.  They  are  nu- 
merous, and  in  general  of  a  fine  make  and 
ftern  countenance.  This  warlike  air  wag 
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not  a  little  augmented  by  large  whifkers, 
and  crefted  helmets.  They  had,  betides,  a 
narrow  kind  of  frill  round  their  necks,  fat- 
tened clofe  under  their  chins,  which  gave  a 
good  finifli  to  their  portraits.  A  circum- 
ftance  which  fell  out  while  we  were  dining, 
had  nearly  thrown  us  into  fome  embarraff- 
ments,  and  threatened  fome  delay  to  our 
voyage.  A  corporal  of  the  guard  entered 
the  room  where  we  were  dining,  and  de- 
manded of  the  officer  of  Huflars  his  name, 
which  he  took  down.  He  afked  farther, 
in  a  tone  of  fome  importance,  his  regiment. 
This  the  officer  treated  as  an  unauthorifed 
liberty  ;  and,  upon  the  corporal's  ufing  fome 
peremptory  language,  called  him  curious 
and  impertinent.  We  had  fcarcely  dined, 
when  a  foldier  entered,  with  a  fummons  for 
the  officer  to  appear  at  the  guard-ho'ufe. 
He  hung  on  his  fabre,  and  requeuing  me 
to  accompany  him,  we  were  condu&cd 
through  ranks  of  foldiers  to  the  guard- houfe. 
The  commandant,  who  was  very  much  of 
a  gentleman,  and  a  foldier,  ftated  the  ground 
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of  complaint  as  brought  before  him,  which 
the  Huffar  explained  to  the  perfect  fatis- 
faction  of  the  Bavarian  officer.  The  Hef- 
fian  was,  however,  too  much  exafperated  to 
excufe  the  infult,  and  defired  that  the  cor- 
poral might  be  brought  to  confront  him  and 
apologize.  The  officer  confented,  and  the 
corporal  prefented  himfelf,  with  an  air, 
hpwever,  of  the  mod  unfhaken  firmnefs,  and 
when  commanded  to  apologize,  he  affumed 
a  look  of  the  mod  fupercilious  defiance. 
The  Huffar  was  fo  irritated  by  the  deter- 
mined obftinacy  of  the  corporal,  that  he 
affured  the  officer,  he  would  demand  fatis- 
fa&ion  againfl  himfelf,  if  he  did  not  pro- 
duce an  apology  for  the  infult  offered.  The 
officer  requefted  him  not  to  purfue  the  mat- 
ter farther,  faying,  that  a  complaint  to  his 
fuperior  might  be  of  confiderable  differvice 
to  him.  He  then  gave  the  corporal  a  fevere 
reprimand,  and  taking  the  Huffar  by  the 
hand,  hoped  he  would  confider  himfelf  fatis- 
fied.     Thus  ended  the  affair. 
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In  quitting  Neuberg,  we  paffed  under  a 
bridge,  where  the  current  was  extremely 
rapid.     The  firft  we  paffed  excited  fome 
alarm,  as  the  fituation  is  undoubtedly  cri- 
tical.    On  thefe  occafions  the  oars  are  indif- 
penfable,  and  are  worked  with  great  vio- 
lence,  to    guard   the   veffel   from   ftriking 
againft  the  piles.     As  there  is  ufually  very 
little  width  to  fpare,  and  the  velocity  with 
which  the  veffel  is  born  is  extreme  ;  the 
moft  vigilant  attention  and  the  moft  a&ive 
exertion  are  neceffary,  to  preferve  the  equi- 
poize of  the  veffel,  and  enfure  the  fafety  of 
the  paffengers. 
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Viltzhofen,  Oftober  4,  179a. 

E  met  a  gang  of  barges  early  in  the 
afternoon,  labouring  againft  theftream; 
it  was  furprifmg  to  obferve  the  vaft  exertion 
with  which  their  flow  movement  was  ef- 
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fe£ted.  Four  or  five  and  twenty  horfes 
were  employed  in  this  laborious  fervice  :  to 
thefe  were  added  all  the  auxiliaries  of 
ihouts  and  whips,  forming  a  moft  tremen- 
dous clamor.  I  am  aftonimed  that  fuch  a 
bufinefs  can  at  all  anfwer;  the  advances 
are  fo  flow  as  fcarcely  to  be  perceptible,  and 
the  number  of  horfes  neceffary  to  the 
draught,  muft  render  the  tranfport  very  ex- 
penfive.  Towards  the  evening  we  ran 
over  fome  fhallows :  the  river  was  here  con- 
fiderably  overflowed,  and  the  wind  blowing 
with  fome  violence  againft  us,  occafioned 
fome  ferious  alarms,  which  were  however 
of  no  long  duration. 

The  approach  to  Ingolftadt  is  extremely 
beautiful.  It  is  fituated  on  the  north  bank 
of  the  Danube,  and  forms,  with  its  environs, 
a  very  delicious  fcene.  Upon  landing  here, 
the  gates  were  clofed  upon  us,  and  an  in- 
quifition  of  the  cuftoms  took  place.  Our 
paflports  were  collected,  and  fent  to  the 
guard-houfe ;  and  we  were  left  to  attend  in 
a  body  without  the  gates,  till  the  validity  of 

p  D  2  our 


404  LETTER    CLXV. 

our  claims  to  entrance  fhould  be  afcertainecL 
We  were  at  length  admitted,  and  accom- 
panied to  our  inn  .by  feveral  officers,  who 
paffed  the  evening  with  us  in  great  convi- 
viality. They  were  men  of  a  very  genteel 
appearance,  and  of  much  manly  politenefs : 
they  treated  me  with  more  than  ordinary 
civility,  from  a  prejudice  in  favour  of  my 
nation  ;  and  bore  without  a  fymptom  of 
derifion,  the  broken  accents  in  which  I  ac- 
knowledged their  compliments.  I  have  in- 
variably found  the  Germans,  in  the  interior 
parts  of  the  country,  very  refpedtful  to  the 
name  of  an  Englifhman.  I  was  not  equally 
flattered  when  travelling  up  the  Rhine,  upon 
the  confines  of  France.  You  will  recollect 
the  fevere  judgment  I  pafied  upon  the  na- 
tional character,  from  a  very  flight  and  par- 
tial knowledge  of  it.  To  fuch  errors  muft 
all  general  obfervations  be  expofed  ;  nor 
can  the  charadteriftics  of  a  great  nation  be 
fuccefsfully  fludied,  but  by  attentive  com- 
parifon  and  much  experience.  The  offi- 
cers at  Ingclftadt  took  great  pains  to  point 
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out  to  me  the  iimilarity  of  their  language 
to  curs  :  of  this  I  was  iufficiently  aware.  I 
have  however  obierved,  on  more  occa- 
fions  than  one,  how  great  a  pleafure  the 
Germans  take  in  infifting  upon  this  analogy 
between  the  languages,  and  fometimes  of 
extending  the  analogy  to  the  chara&ers  of 
the  two  nations. 

The  evening  was  pafled  in  a  variety  of 
amufements.  Some  were  occupied  at  drafts, 
others  with  pipes,  and  fome  of  our  com- 
pany diverted  us  with  feats  of  agility.  An 
unlucky  idea  has  gone  out  with  refpect  to 
me ;  and  I  am,  it  feems,  regarded  by  the 
whole  crew,  as  a  rich  and  prodigal  Eng- 
lifhman ;  qualities  to  which  neither  my 
appearance  nor  my  conduct  bear  teftimony. 
It  was  in  vain  that  I  denied  thefe  charges ; 
and  cited  my  mode  of  travelling  in  contra- 
diction of  the  firft,  and  my  general  ceconomy 
in  oppcfition  to  the  laft.  Wealth  and  pro- 
fufenefs  were,  I  perceived,  in  their  theory 
of  aflbciation  infeparably  connected  with  the 
idea  of  an  Englifh  traveller  3  and  this  notion 

D  d  3  or 


4c6  LETTER     CLXV. 

or  pretence  they  converted  to  good  account, 
apportioning,  in  reference  to  this,  my  quota 
of  the  expenditure,  which  was  ufually  cal- 
culated in  round  numbers ;  while  my  good 
friends  who  partook  of  the  fame  fare,  had 
their  accounts  made  out  to  a  fraction.     No- 
tice was  given  us  at  Ingolftadt,  that  the 
voyage  marked  out  for  the  following  day 
would  admit  of  no  dining  on  the  wray,  and 
that  therefore  provifions  muft  be  laid  in  for 
the  day.     The  Huflar  who  fuperintends  all 
thefe  concerns,  affigned  to  every  man4 his 
fhare  of  this  duty;  and  I  was  not  a  little 
diverted,  when    the    feveral   articles   were 
produced  the  following  day,  to  find,  that 
while  I  was  required  to  contribute  a  couple 
of  ducks,  the  generality  of  the  company 
efcaped  with  the   production  of  a   penny 
loaf,  or  at   the  moft   a  flafk  of  ordinary 
wine.     Before  we  quitted  Ingolftadt,   each 
was  obliged  to  prefent  himfelf  at  the  guard- 
houfe,  and  re-demand,  propria  perfond^  his 
paffport,  which  was  then  returned.     I  had 
an  opportunity  of  obferving,  in  traverfing 
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the  town,  its  extreme  neatnefs;  independ- 
ent of  which,  and  the  good  appearance  of 
the  military,  Ingolftadt  has  no  claim  to  at- 
tention. 

The  whole  of  this  day  was  patted  in  the 
mod  cheerful  merriment :  the  provifions  of 
each  were  thrown  into  one  common  fund  ; 
and  the  repaft  made  univerfal.  After  thefe 
feftivities,  all  tongues  were  loofened,  and  a 
thoufand  vocal  pleafantries  were  played  offl 
Songs,  chorufTes,  and  catches,  in  all  lan- 
guages and  manners,  fupported  the  general 
mirth.  The  Hungarian  diverted  us  with 
the  barbarous  airs  of  Sclavonia,  and  the 
Swifs  with  the  wild  ballads  of  the  moun- 
tains. Our  hilarity  maintained  its  vigor, 
nor  ever  relaxed  its  tone  ;  the  boatmen  re- 
garded our  boifterous  orgies  with  furprize. 
They  caft  a  look  of  curiofity  towards  the 
narrow  cabin,  in  which  we  were  crouded, 
or  rather  comprefled  into  one  compad:  mafs, 
enveloped  in  clouds  of  fmoke,  and  con- 
vulfed  with  peals  of  laughter. 
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HE  boifterous  feftivities  of  the  cabin 
were  on  a  fudden  terminated  by  a  no- 
tice from  the  captain,  of  fome  objects  of 
magnitude  to  which  we  were  advancing. 
We  came  immediately  upon  deck,  and  our 
attention  Was  in  a  fhort  time  arretted  by 
fcenes,  whofe  parallel  in  their  kind  I  have 
never  feen.  It  was,  as  near  as  I  could  con- 
jecture, within  about  three  leagues  of  Ra- 
tifbon  that  this  grand  fpe&acle  commenced. 
The  Danube  here  appearing  in  all  its  ma- 
jefty,  purfues  a  ferpentine  courfe  between  a 
double  range  of  rocks  rifing  in  a  wonderful 
variety  of  forms.  Some  are  perpetually 
barren,  others  are  fcattered  with  a  light  and 
beautiful  verdure :  fome  rife  in  pyramidic 
columns  of  fublime  dimenfions,  others  pro- 
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jedl  as  bulwarks  againft  the  impetuofity  of 
the  flream ;  and,  while  they  oppofe  its  ra- 
vages, augment  its  violence.   On  the  fummit 
of  this   rocky  fhore    which  overhung  the 
waters,    devotion   had  raifed  an   altar.     A 
chapel  elevated  above  the  higheft  cliff,  in- 
vites the  pilgrim's  vows,  and  gives  an  air  of 
piclureique   and   iblemri    grandeur  to    the 
icene.     The  river  at  times  appeared  to  be 
terminated   by  the  rocks ;    and    the  veflel 
moving   with  rapidity,   feemed  refolute  to 
force  a   paflage  for  the  obftru&ed  waters. 
Every  opening  prefented  new  phenomena, 
and    excited  frefh   admiration.      All    eyes 
were  fixed   upon  thefe  magic   fcenes,  and 
each  gazed  attentive,  as  though  the  gates  of 
Paradife  had  been  opened  to   give   a   mo- 
mentary glimpfe  of  the  celeftial  regions.     I 
was   ftruck  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
Huffar  was  affe&ed  :  though  habituated  to 
the  toils  and  tumults  of  war,  he  poffeffed  a 
fine  fenfibility  of  natural  beauty  5  and  tears 
'  itarted  from  his  eyes,  while  abforbed  in  the 
filent   rapture   of    contemplation.      Thefe 
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rocks  lowered  gradually  as  we  advanced : 
the  country  opened  into  a  wider  expanfe. 
A  profpeft  more  rich,  but  lefs  fublime,  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  fcenes  now  paffing  from  our 
fight ;  and  Ratifbon  received  us,  exhaufted 
with  admiration. 

Ratifbon,  or  Regenfburg  as  it  is  named  in 
Germany,  is  a  town  of  confiderable  magni- 
tude and  traffic.     It  derives  its  name  from 
the  Regen,  a  river  which  here  falls  into  the 
Danube,  and  whofe  navigation  affifts  very 
materially  the  commerce  of  the  place.    The 
Elector  of  Bavaria,  within  whofe  dominions 
Ratifbon  lies,  is  a  very  opulent  prince.     All 
'  the  parts  of  his  duchy,  which  lie  upon  the 
Danube,  are   very  fertile  and    productive. 
Corn,  fait,  and  beer — which  are  exported 
into  other  countries — form  the  principal  re- 
fources  of  this  ftate  ;  the  annual  revenues 
of  which,  from  the  various  export  duties, 
from  the  monopoly  of  tobacco,  and   other 
fources,  amount  to  more  than  feven  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  fterling.     Upon  landing, 
our  paffports  were  immediately  demanded, 
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and  taken,  as  at  Ingolftadt.  I  was  cau- 
tioned, on  my  approach  to  this  place,  not  to 
fpeak  French ;  and  a  failor,  upon  my  land- 
ing, acquainted  me  of  the  rigor  exercifed 
againft  the  French  in  this  town  :  the  jea- 
loufy  is  extended  even  to  the  language.  I 
was  told,  that  the  paffions  of  individuals  fe- 
conded  the  decrees  of  the  government ;  and 
I  might  fuffer  fome  perfonal  inconvenience, 
if  I  excited  the  leaft  fufpicion.  This  people 
exhibit  a  melancholy  inftance  of  thereverfe  of 
national  fortune.  Torn  from  the  height  of  po- 
litical importance,  they  are  difperfed  as  vaga- 
bonds through  all  parts  of  Europe,  and  ex- 
perience neither  pity  nor  refpedt.  Mankind 
has  viewed  them  fo  long  in  the  chara&er  of 
tyrants  and  perfecutors,  that  their  downfall 
fcarcely  draws  a  tear  to  individual  fuffering. 
Vi&ims  of  a  great  political  change,  they 
now  feek  an  afylum  in  thofe  very  quarters, 
where  the  perfecuted  obje&s  of  their  former 
tyrannies  have  eftablifhed  a  lafting  hatred  of 
the  Gallic  name. 

Our 
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Our  landlord  informed  us,  that  there 
would  be  a  comedy  performed  by  a  com- 
pany of  dogs  this  evening.  We  were  in 
the  humour  to  be  amufed,  and  did  not  much 
concern  ourfelves  about  the  dignity  of  the 
objects.  I  was  really  aftonifhed  at  the  do- 
cility of  thefe  animals ;  they  were  dreffed 
in  the  characters  of  comedians,  and  per- 
formed what  might  well  be  deemed  impof- 
fible.  The  fcenes  were  varied  into  grave 
and  gay  alternately,  and  the  exhibition  was 
occafionally  relieved  by  dances  upon  the 
flack  rope  by  two  American  monkies,  who 
executed  their  tafk  with  wonderful  ability. 
Our  captain  allowed  us  but  two  hours  in 
the  morning  to  view  the  town,  which  ap- 
peared very  populous.  I  obferved  no  edi- 
fice of  importance  but  the  cathedral,  which 
is  a  Gothic  building  of  fine  architecture, 
and  highly  ornamented  within.  There  is 
alfo  a  very  noble  bridge  thrown  acrofs  the 
Danube.  As  the  river  is  here  extremely 
rapid,  we  were  directed  not  to  embark  till 
the  veffel  had  paffed  under  the  bridge.  The 
1 1  •  mead 
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mead  of  Ratifbon  bears  fo  high  a  reputation 
that  I  requefted  my  Hungarian  friend  to 
purchafe  feme  for  me,  which  being  taken 
on  board  and  our  paffports  returned,  we  re- 
fumed  our  voyage  under  the  fmiles  of  a  de- 
licious day. 

LETTER     CLXVII. 

/\ur  day  was  pafled  in  cheerful  amufe- 
ment ;  we  dined  on  board,  and  came  on 
fhore  in  the  evening  at  Straubing.  Here 
we  pafled  fome  lively  and  pleafant  hours. 
From  Straubing  our  object  was  to  reach 
PafTau  in  the  compafs  of  the  day.  This, 
from  the  unfavourablenefs  of  the  wind,  not 
being  practicable,  we  were  brought  afliore 
laft  night  at  a  miferable  place,  where  want 
and  wretchednefs  feemed  to  have  eftablifhed 
their  abode.  I  know  not  the  name  of  this 
inhofpitable  fpot,  or  if  it  even  have  a  name. 
We  had  continued  on  board  all  day,  and 
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fome  articles  of  provifion  had  been  pro- 
cured) of  which  a  foup  was  made,  and  we 
all  mefied  out  of  one  common  bowl.  A 
general  fpirit  of  good  humour  prevails 
amongft  the  company  :  we  are  all  inclined 
to  blend  together  and  think  of  no  fupe- 
riority — except  that  the  Huflar  and  myfelf 
generally  pay  half  the  reckoning.  Our  fare 
had  been  fo  indifferent,  that  we  were  dif- 
pofed  to  find  a  good  repaft  on  more.  Our 
firft  entrance  into  this  miferable  hovel 
taught  us  how  vain  were  fuch  expectations. 
There  were  but  two  rooms,  and  only  three 
beds  in  them  both.  We  were  thirteen, 
amongft  whom  thefe  luxuries  were  to  be 
fhared.  After  fome  confultation  refpe&ing 
the  neceffary  arrangements,  it  was  concluded, 
that  one  apartment  with  the  entire  ftock  of 
furniture  mould  be  configned  to  the  fe- 
males ;  and  the  other  provided  with  ftraw 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  men.  The 
houfe  was  tenanted  only  by  two  decrepid 
old  women,  who  told  us  frankly,  they  had 
nothing  to  give  us.     A  foraging  party  was 
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therefore  difpatched  into  the  village,  who 
returned  with  a  large  piece  of  black  bacon, 
and  a  quantity  of  potatoes.  Thefe  they 
boiled,  and  diftributed  among  us,  in  equal 
portions.  Some  very  four  beer,  and  wine 
ftill  lefs  potable,  were  all  the  liquors  we  could 
procure.  We  fupped  as  well  as  circunx- 
fiances  would  permit,  and  forgot  upon  our 
ftraw  the  feverities  of  our  lot.  We  he- 
flowed  in  parting,  the  following  morning, 
our  warmeft  execrations  upon  this  inhofpi- 
table  lodge,  and  bleft  the  tide  that  bore  us 
from  thefe  abodes  of  mifery. 

We  are  now  entered  into  a  part  of  the 
river  in  which  there  are  many  rocks,  and 
the  wind  has  blown  fo  hard  and  contrary, 
that  it  has  been  judged  expedient  to  come 
alhore.  The  name  of  the  town  where  we 
now  repofe  is,  Viltzhofen,  a  place,  as  I  can 
obferve,  of  no  confideration.  Finding  no 
obje£t  worthy  attention  in  the  town,  and 
underftanding  that  the  wind  continued  to 
blow  with  dangerous  violence,  I  ftole  from 
the  reft  of  my  fociety,  and  brought  up  the 
6  regifter 
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regiHer  of  my  tranfactions.  You  will  have 
probably  found  very  little  of  an  intereilin^ 
nature,  in  the  circumftances  .  I  have  re- 
corded ;  but  minute  incidents  in  a  diftant 
country  acquire  fome  kind  of  importance. 
If  any  other  apology  be  neceflary  for  the 
triviality  of  thefe  details,  I  can  only  fay, 
that,  though  I  might  doubtlefs  by  the  aid  of 
fiction  embellifti  my  narrative,  I  prefer  the 
dullnefs  of  truth  to  the  brilliancy  of  falfe- 
hood.  I  have  as  yet  encountered  none  of 
thofe  magnificent  horrors  which  relate  fo 
well :  I  have  neither  combated  robbers,  nor 
put  wolves  and  bears  to  flight ;  I  have  not 
yet  been  carried  overboard  by  a  guft  of  wind, 
and  efcaped  drowning  by  miracle. 

You  muft  however  reflect,  that  my  voy- 
age is  not  yet  terminated  ;  and  that  fome  of 
thefe  agreeable  varieties  may  at  fome  future 
period  adorn  and  animate  my  page.  A 
wide  tract  yet  lies  before  me — my  route  is, 
I  doubt  not,  marked  out  by  the  deftinies  of 
Providence,  but  the  book  is  not  open  to  me. 
Deferts  and  forefts  may  ftill  obftruct  my 
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path ;  wild  beads,  and  men  more  favage 
than  beafts,  may  yet  menace  my  fafety; 
and  dark  fufpicion  may  purfue  me  as  an 
Englifh  fpy,  or  a  Gallic  democrat.  Some 
evil  angels  are  now  perhaps  weaving  the 
woof  of  mifadventure:  fo  that  I  may  ftill 
have  to  fpeak  of  *'  hair-breadth  'fcapes  and 
"  mod  difaftrous  chances,"  though  little 
ambitious  of  thus  acquiring  diftin&ion  or 
celebrity. 
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Engelhartzel,  Oft.  5,  1792* 

tT7E  left  Viltzhofen  the  following  morn- 
ing, the  wind  having  confiderably 
abated.  We  were  all  on  board  by  a  little 
after  five  o'clock,  and  came  down  a  very 
beautiful  part  of  the  river.  The  banks 
were  arrayed  in  very  majeftic  fcenery,  and 
the  current  of  the  river  increafing  in  ftrength 
as  we  advanced,  the  veflel  moved  rapidly 
along.  The  approach  to  Paflau  is  ftrikingly 
vol.  II,  £  E  rnagni- 
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magnificent.     The  town  is  fituated  foutfo  of 
the  Danube,  over  which   a  bridge  is  con- 
flruded.      Paflau   appears    large,   and    not 
deftitute  of  beauty.     The   oppofite  banks 
rife  to  a  confiderabie  height — are  clothed 
with  a  charming  verdure,  and  interfperfed 
with  houfes  and  chateaus.     The  landfcapes 
around   are    not    lefs  captivating ;  and  the 
whole  extent  which  the  eye  takes  in,  is  full 
of  pidurefque  attradions.     I  have  not  par- 
ticularized every  fcene  of  beauty  that  has 
prefented  itfelf  on  this  voyage.     Language 
lias  not  the  variety  of  nature  ;  and  the  pen 
can  but  faintly  fhadow  out  the  ftupendous 
operations  of  that  mighty  principle,  which 
forms  the  channels  of  the  deep,  which  hews 
the  rock  into  all  the  irregularities  of  fhape, 
fcatters  a  wild  verdure  over  its  rugged  bo- 
fom,  and  out  of  apparent  accident  produces 
efFeds   fuperior  to    the  mod  exquifite  at- 
chievements  of  art.  I  have  been  overpowered 
many  times,  by  the  adion  of  thefe  fcenes 
upon    my  imagination  ;    the  Danube    has 
borne   me  amongft  regions  where  nature 
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difplays  her  powers  with  a  fplendid  pro- 
fufion. 

At  Paffau  I  was  diverted  with  the  drefles 
of  the  women,  which  were  extremely  An- 
gular. Their  faces  are  remarkably  flat,  yet 
not  deftitute  of  a  certain  kind  of  beauty. 
They  wear  a  fhort  black  jacket  and  petti- 
coat, with  a  blue  handkerchief  tied  about 
the  head,  the  ends  of  which  hang  loofely 
upon  the  fhoulders ;  and  altogether  make  a 
very  grotefque  figure—  not  unlike  the  repre- 
fentations  I  have  feen  of  the  Lapland  and 
Norwegian  modes  of  drefs.  We  were  al- 
lowed but  a  tranfient  view  of  Paffau.  Being 
ihortly  to  quit  the  circle  of  Bavaria,  and 
enter  the  dominions  of  Auftria,  the  captain 
appeared  little  inclined  to  the  indulgence  of 
our  curiofity ;  as  fome  hours  day-light 
would  be  required  at  the  next  flation  to  un- 
load the  veffel,  and  undergo  the  neceffary 
formalities.  Upon  our  landing  at  Engel- 
hartzel,  we  were  conduded  in  a  body  to 
the  cuftom-houfe,  where  our  paiTports  were 
feverally  examined ;  and,  our  luggage  be- 

E£2  ing 


42o  LETTER     CLXVIIL 

ing  next  difembarked,  and  carried  to  the 
warehoufe,  each  entered  into  the  comptoir 
feparately,  and  was  examined  with  the  moft 
rigorous  feverity.  I  had  fome  reafons  for 
wifhing  that  the  examination  might  not  be 
fo  ftricT:;  and  fortunately  for  myfelf  that  hi- 
quifition  which  in  others  had  been  extended 
to  the  perfon,  was  in  me  confined  to  the  bag- 
gage. This  was  a  civility  the  more  accept- 
able, as  it  was  not  purchafed  by  any  fee* 
The  officer  addrefled  me  in  French,  and 
fimply  thrufting  his  hand  into  my  port- 
manteau, declared  himfelf  fatisfied. 

From  Paffau  to  this  place,  the  Danube 
has  prefented  one  uninterrupted  range  of 
beauties.  The  mountains  were  difpofed  on 
each  fide  in  the  moft  charming  order,  and 
glowed  with  all  the  tints  of  autumnal  gran- 
deur. We  were  all  interefted  in  thefe 
fcenes,  and  communicated  our  common 
feelings  in  the  moft  rapturous  expreffions  of 
admiration.  The  town  of  Engelhartzel — if 
fuch  it  may  be  called — -is  only  compofed  of 
a  few  neatly  built  houfes,  and  occupies  a 
1 1  delight- 
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delightful  fpot.  A  vaft  phalanx  of  moun- 
tains ccmpofe  the  bank  in  face  of  which  it 
{lands.  Their  flinty  furfaces  are  covered 
with  a  gentle  vegetation,  and  form  a  deli- 
cious picture,  diverfified  with  fhades  of 
verdure  pleafmgly  blended.  The  veffel 
was  here,  agreeable  to  eftablilhed  rule,  un^ 
roofed,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  examination 
of  its  contents,  and  to  guard  againft  the 
artifices  of  a  falfe  roof.  All  things  were 
reftored  to  their  juft  order  in  the  conclu- 
fion,  and  the  luggage  of  the  feveral  paflen- 
gers  replaced. 

Our  evening  was  fpent  with  great  gaiety. 
An  officer  in  the  Auftrian  fervice  quartered 
in  the  town  joined  us  at  table ;  and  told  us 
fome  articles  of  French  news,  which  I  could 
have  related  to  him  a  fortnight  part,  but 
which — from  the  air  of  importance  with 
which  he  communicated  them — I  was  ob- 
liged to  receive  with  furprife.  Governments 
appear  in  this  part  of  Europe  diligently  to 
obftrucT:  the  progrefs  of  political  informa- 
tion; and  not  to  furfer  facls  to  make  their 
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way  among  the  common  claffes  of  people, 
till  their  notoriety  might  render  farther  con- 
cealment impra£ticable.  Before  quitting 
the  inn,  I  copied  an  infcription,  whofe 
quaintnefs  recommended  it  to  my  notice. 
It  was  written  in  letters  of  gold,  upon  one 
of  the  pannels  of  an  antichamber, 

Vivant  arma  majeftatis 

Vivat  Laudon,  cum  proatis, 

Vivat  rex,  vivat  grex 

Vivat  fummus 

Pontifex. 
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Vienna,  O&ober  10, 1792. 

■|T  was  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock 
when  we  left  Engelhartzel.  The  banks 
of  the  river  continued  to  exhibit  new 
beauties.  The  fhore  was  for  the  mod  part 
formed  of  rocks,  diverfified  in  a  thoufand 
modes,  and  inverted  with  a  charming  ver- 
dure. The  whole  compofed  a  theatre  of 
majeftic  variety.    Upon  fome  of  thefe  rocks 
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arofe,  in  pi&urefque  grandeur,  chateaus 
furrounded  by  the  umbrage  of  overhanging 
woods.  We  were  brought  on  fhore  at  a 
little  village  called  Achach.  A  few  houfes, 
grouped  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  formed 
the  whole  of  this  place.  We  paffed  an  hour 
here,  and  terminated  the  voyage  of  the  day 
at  Lintz.  I  was  very  much  pleafed  with  this 
town.  There  is  an  air  of  elegance  in  fome 
parts  of  it,  and  neatnefs  pervades  the  whole. 
I  wr-ent  to  the  comedy  in  the  -evening,  and 
was  amufed  with  the  performance  of  the 
Doctor  and  Apothecary,  an  opera  of  German 
original,  and  a  great  favourite  with  the  Ger- 
mans, particularly  the  air  which  in  Englifh 
is  adapted  to  the  words  "  Sighing  never 
"  gained  a  maid."  This  I  have  heard  fung 
and  whittled  in  almoft  every  town  through 
which  I  have  paffed.  We  quitted  Lintz  by 
fix  o;clock  the  following  morning,  and  ar- 
rived in  the  evening  at  Morbach. 

Our  voyage  the  latter  part  of  this  day 
was  uncommonly  interefting.  Within  about 
three  leagues  of  Morbach  the  river  began 
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to  narrow,  and  the  mountains  to  aflume  an 
appearance  of  aftonifhing  magnificence* 
We  were  warned  by  the  boatman,  when 
we  flood  over  a  village  called  Krein,  that 
we  were  about  to  encounter  what  the  Ger- 
mans call  Stradels^  and  what  are  in  fa£t 
whirlpools.  We  were  divided  in  this  fitu- 
ation  between  fear  and  wonder,  admiration 
and  apprehenfion.  The  waters  of  the 
Danube  are  here  enclofed  by  ftupendous 
rocks,  whofe  battlements,  crowned  with 
chateaus,  frowned  tremendous  over  the 
flood.  The  river  was  worked  into  frightful 
commotions  by  the  inequality  of  its  bottom 
and  the  numerous  rocks  which  fhoot  out  of 
its  bed  and  oppofe  its  current.  The  ra- 
pidity with  which  we  ran  along  thefe  curl- 
ing eddies  was  furprifing ;  and  the  fuc- 
ceffive  dangers  through  which  we  were 
pafling  rendered  us  not  indifferent  to  the 
motion  of  the  veffel. 

It  was  in  the  moment  of  croffing  one  of 
thefe  whirlpools  that  my  eye  caught  a  fcene 
of  perfect   enchantment.     The  river  was 
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extremely  violent  and  fonorous  ;  mountains 
rofe  on  each  fide  to  a  prodigious  height, 
covered  with  verdure  to  their  fummits.  A 
fmall  bridge  extended  between  the  ridges 
of  two  oppofite  declivities,  and  continued  a 
romantic  and  rugged  path  through  the 
over- arching  fhades.  A  company  of  pil-* 
grims  were  paffing  this  bridge  at  the  mo- 
ment in  which  we  arrived  at  the  fpot. 
Thefe,  dreffed  in  black,  proceeded  fingly  in 
fucceffion,  counting  their  beads  and  chaunt- 
ing  their  vefpers.  The  fimplicity  of  the 
pilgrim  notes,  warbled  amidft  thefe  elevated 
regions,  excited  in  me  a  fenfation  which 
may  be  felt,  but  cannot  be  defcribed.  We 
paffed  from  fcene  to  fcene  this  afternoon, 
and  the  fcanty  terms  of  admiration  were 
exhaufted  in  expreffing  our  feelings  at  the 
magnitude  of  that  machinery  which  nature 
introduces  into  her  fublime  operations. 
Many  of  thefe  rocks  appeared  as  though 
compofed  by  art  from  mafTy  and  uniform 
blocks,  piled  upon  each  other  with  a  regu- 
larity fimilar  to  the  coloffal  ftru&ures  of 
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ancient  Rome ;  and,  like  them,  bidding 
defiance  to  the  depredations  of  time.  The 
courfe  of  the  river  added  to  the  grandeur 
of  this  fcenery.  The  profpecT:  was  ever 
bounded,  and  therefore  ever  changing. 
The  eye  had  conftant  leifure  to  diftinguifli 
the  feveral  parts,  and  the  imagination  anti- 
cipated a  novelty  in  the  fucceffive  fcenes. 

At  Morbach  we  climbed  a  very  laborious 
afcent,  in  order  to  vifit  a  church  which  is 
held  in  great  reverence,  and  reforted  to  by 
pilgrims  from  very  diftant  parts.  The  Ca- 
tholics, like  the  ancient  Idolators,  are  very 
much  attached  to  mountain  worfhip  ;  and, 
like  the  Jews,  as  reproached  by  the  Pro- 
phets, raife  many  an  altar  upon  the  high  hills* 
This  church  was  richly  decorated  with  or- 
naments of  various  kinds,  and  the  mufic 
was  not  without  its  charms ;  yet  the  path 
to  it  was  fo  difficult,  that  I,  who  had  no 
vow  to  folemnize,  thought  my  labours  very 
ill  repaid  by  the  privilege  of  bending  at  this 
holy  fhrine.  In  returning  from  this  ex- 
pedition to  Morbach,  we  paflfed  fome  pil- 
grims* 
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gnms,  who  muttered  fome  words  which  I 
took  for  a  falute,  and  repaid  by  wilhing 
them  a  good  night.  A  German  overhear- 
ing me,  explained  that  the  words  uttered 
by  the  pilgrims  were  "  Gelobet  fey  Jefus 
Chriftus !"  "  Praifed  be  Jefus  Chrift  !"  and 
that  the  anfwer  I  mould  have  given  is  "  En 
w  ewigkeit,"  u  To  eternity."  This  I  found 
to  be  the  common  falutation.  They  utter 
the  words  fo  faft,  that  without  affiftance  I 
fhould  never  have  difcovered  their  mean- 
ing. Our  voyage  of  the  following  day  was 
planned  for  Vienna,  but  a  denfe  fog  pre- 
vented  our  embarking  as  intended.  By 
nine  the  fog  difperfed,  and  by  two  in  the 
afternoon  we  were  brought  afhore  at 
Cremz.  Here  we  were  to  reft  till  the  next 
day.  The  pleafanteft  circumftance  attend- 
ing this  town  was  its  nearnefs  to  the  place 
of  our  deftination.  At  Vienna  we  arrived 
the  following  morning,  and  this  completed 
our  voyage  of  twelve  days. 
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Vienna,  Oft.  13,  1792. 

t  have  been  now  nearly  a  week  at  Vienna, 
and,  under  the  conduct  Gf  the  Heffian 
Officer,  to  whom  I  have  before  introduced 
you,  am  lodge4  in  one  of  the  fauxbourgs 
called  the  Jofeph-Stadt,  at  a  houfe  where 
he  affured  me  I  fhould  meet  with  honefty 
and  good  treatment.  I  have  been  prefented 
by  him  to  fome  few  perfons,  among  others 
to  the  Major  de  la  Place.  The  advantage 
gained  by  thefe  introdu&ions  is  a  reciprocal 
falute  in  pafling.  The  firft  two  or  three 
days  were  extremely  foggy  and  cold,  but 
latejy  the  weather  has  become  fine,  and  the 
city  has  appeared  to  great  advantage.  I  am 
delighted  with  Vienna  ;  the  houfes  are  in 
general  well  built ;  many  of  the  fhops  are 
brilliant,  and  vie  with  thofe  of  London  in 
the  rich  difplay  of  merchandize.     The  town 
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appears  very  ftrongly  fortified,  and  the  ram- 
parts form  a  delicious  promenade.  All  the 
fauxbourgs  are  feparated  from  the  city  by 
a  confiderable  area,  and  the  communication 
is  formed  by  roads  for  carriages,  and  very 
excellent  gravel-walks,  fhaded  with  trees, 
for  thofe  who  go  on  foot.  Thefe  alleys, 
for  fuch  they  are,  would  be  dangerous  in 
dark  evenings,  but  that  they  are  extremely 
well  lighted  up  immediately  after  fun-fet, 
and  centinels  placed  at  proper  diftances. 

I  have  been  to  three  theatres :  the  firft 
of  thefe  was  that  called  Caernerthore,  as 
being  fituated  near  that  gate — in  German, 
Thor — which  opens  towards  Carinthia. 
This  is  a  very  handfome  theatre,  and  of 
confiderable  fize.  The  performances  here 
are  not  regular.  It  feems  a  fort  of  theatre 
of  eafe  to  that  called  the  National.  The 
Italian  Opera  is  ufually  given  alternately  at 
thefe  two  theatres.  The  ballets  are  got  up 
with  great  brilliancy,  the  decorations  are 
magnificent,  and  the  band  of  performers 
extremely  refpe&able,  though  the  expence 

is 
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is  very  moderate.  Seats  in  the  Place,  of 
pit,  where  a  man,  in  obedience  to  fafhion, 
pays  the  moll,  in  order  to  fee  the  leaft,  and 
be  the  worft  accommodated,  bear  no  higher 
price  than  half-a~crown.  The  fecond  theatre 
to  which  I  was  conducted  is  fliled  the 
Wiedncr.  This  is  in  the  fauxbourgs.  It 
can  boaft  of  no  great  beauty.  Its  principal 
excellence  arifes  from  the  muficians  and 
fingers,  who  fupport  the  whimfical  per- 
formances here  exhibited.  The  pieces  re- 
prefented  in  this  theatre  are  ufually  of  a 
metaphorical  defcription,  and  abound  in 
magic  and  metamorphofe.  I  was  much 
entertained  with  the  reprefentation  of  the 
favorite  burletta  of  the  Magical  Flute.  The 
fcenery  was  varied  in  a  thoufand  grotefqife 
forms,  and  the  wonderful  powers  of  the 
magical  flute  gave  birth  to  many  humour- 
ous events.  The  ftile  of  compofition, 
though  perfectly  unnatural,  and  even  mon- 
ftrous,  was  yet,  by  the  ingenuity  of  the 
author,  neither  uninterefting  nor  inelegant. 
The  mufic  was  fimple  and   chara&eriftic, 
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afforted  well  with  the  compofition,  and 
added  to  the  enchantment  of  the  adtion  the 
more  potent  magic  of  fweet  founds.  This 
fpecies  of  dramatic  entertainment  is  novel 
and  delicious.  Founded  upon  the  fictions 
of  imagination,  it  fets  probability  at  defi- 
ance, and  juftifies  the  wildeft  caprice  of 
genius. 

I  cannot  yet  reliili  the  German  ferious 
fong,  and  much  doubt  if  I  ever  fhalL  I 
think  it  wants  character:  perhaps  I  want 
tafte.  The  comic  fongs  amufe  me.  There 
I  am  lefs  mocked  at  the  guttural  exertions 
of  the  finger ;  as  he  repeats  his  words  ra- 
pidly, I  hear  lefs  of  that  harfhnefs  which 
renders  this  language  an  ill  accompaniment 
to  the  melting  tones  of  a  tender  ftrain. 
Figure  to  yourfelf  a  man  executing  a  Largo^ 
and  meafuring  out  his  uncouth  words  to  the 
lengthened  notes — figure  to  yourfelf  two- 
thirds  of  thefe,  words  of  a  guttural  termi- 
nation; and  then  conceive  the  finger  trill- 
ing upon  a  term  which  he  cannot  exprefs 
without  labour,  or  {training  through  a  femi- 

14  breve, 


432  LETTER     CLXX. 

breve,  which  feems  with  difficulty  to  efcape 
his  throat — Could  you  liftenrwith  pleafure, 
or  even  with  patience  ? 

The  third  theatre  I  have  vifited  is  in  the 
Jofeph-Stadt,  where  I  refide.  This  theatre 
is  very  fmall,  and  of  no  great  reputation.  I 
fhall  fcarcely  make  it  a  fecond  vifit,  unlefs 
induced  by"  its  proximity  to  my  lodging. 
You  will  think  me  arrogant,  in  giving  fo 
decidedly  my  opinion  upon  the  public 
theatres,  who  underftand  fo  little  of  the 
language.  But  you  muft  obferve,  that  I 
confine  my  remarks  to  mufical  pieces ;  and 
the  fubferviency  of  poetry  to  mufic  is  now 
fo  univerfal,  that  very  little  knowledge  of 
language  is  neceflary  to  criticifm.  Antiently 
words  were  deemed  of  fome  importance,  but 
modern  tafte  has  otherwife  decreed.  Sen- 
timent is  banifhed  for  the  fake  of  expreJJiont 
and  fenfe  is  fuperfeded  by  found. 
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Vienna,  0£l.  15,  1792, 

V  have  feen  the  Emperor.  The  parade 
on  Saturday  was  unufually  brilliant,  and 
the  Emperor,  accompanied  by  his  brother 
the  Palatine  of  Hungary,  appeared.  He 
makes  no  great  figure  in  the  field,  and  I 
fufpecT:  by  his  countenance,  that  he  fliews 
to  as  little  advantage  in  the  cabinet.  His 
features  indicate  that  Fort  of  tranquillity 
which  is  allied  rather  to  dulnefs  than  be- 
nignity. In  Ihort,  I  read  nothing  in  his 
phyfiogndmy  which  marks  the  foldier  or 
the  politician.  The  parade  afforded  a  very 
fplendid  fight,  as  forne  of  the  finefl:  troops 
in  Europe  here  performed  their  evolutions, 
and  the  field  was  covered  with  officers  of 
rank. 

Two  days  pad  I  attended  a  reprefentation, 

which  from  its  novelty  was  interefting,  but 

vol,  ii.  ff  from 


434  LETTER    CLXXL 

from  whofe  cruelty  I  turn  with  horror.  This 
is  called  the  Hetz,  or  combat  of  wild  beafts. 
It  was  exhibited  on  a  fpacious  amphitheatre, 
not  built  like  the  antient  Roman  amphi- 
theatres of  maffy  flone,  but  of  a  light  con- 
ftru£tion.    A  triple  row  of  galleries  encircle 
that  area  which  is  allotted  to  the  combats. 
The  opening  of  the    ceremony   was    an- 
nounced by  the  firing  of  a  piftol,  when  the 
mafter    of    the    beafts    proceeded    to    the 
centre  of  the  Arena,  and  cracked  with  great 
violence  a  long  whip.     This  was  the  fignal 
for  the  keepers  to  throw  open  the  mouth  of 
the  den,  and  let  out  that  beafl  which  was  to 
fuftain  the  firfl  combat.     The  feveral  dens 
are  under  the  galleries,  upon  a  level  with 
the  Arena,    the   mouths    opening   directly 
upon  it.     The  animal  that  firft  entered  was 
a  bear,  upon  whom  two  furious  dogs  were 
fhortly  let    in.      Thefe  chafed   him  fome 
time,  till  at  length  they  faftened  upon  him3 
and  brought  him  to  the  ground,  when  the 
mafter  and  his  crew  entering,  loofened  the 
dogs  from  their  prey,  and  the  bear  was  re- 
manded 
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manded  to  his  prlfon.  To  this  fucceeded 
many  fimilar  engagements  between  the 
dogs  and  other  bcafts,  which  afforded  vaft 
diverfion  to  the  fpe£tators,  who  crowned 
every  victory  with  fhouts  of  triumph.  The 
effect  of  thefe  united  acclamations  reminded 
me  of  the  fingular  ftructure  which  the 
Romans  have  given  thofe  edifices  appro- 
priated to  the  purpofes  of  public  fpectacles. 
The  walls  in  the  Circus  of  Caracalla  are 
thickly  fown  with  urns  and  hollow  earthen 
veffels,  doubtlefs  in  order  to  give  the  greateft 
poffible  effect  to  thofe  fhouts  which  mark 
the  fpectators  applaufe. 

The  fcene  which  moft  amufed  me  in  this 
reprefentation  was  that  in  which  the  whole 
tribe  of  favages  were  let  out  together. 
Thefe  were  bears  of  all  nations,  Hungarian 
oxen,  buffaloes,  wolves,  and  wild  boars, 
attacking  each  other  in  all  directions,  and 
engaging  in  a  thoufand  varied  combats. 
There  was  a  moft  noble  lion  let  out,  who 
exhibited  a  majeftic  fpectacle.  He  regarded 
the  fpectators  with  a  collected  afpect  5  and 
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feating  himfelf  upon  his  hind  quarters,  r&* 
ceived  all  the  attacks  of  dogs  and  beafts 
with  a  frown  of  defiance,  and  a  roar 
which  fhook  the  theatre.  At  the  clofe  of 
this  reprefentation  a  fuperb  firework  was 
played  off  from  a  board,  which  was  elevated 
to  a  confiderable  height  in  the  air.  To 
this  board  a  bear  clung  with  his  paws,  and 
afcending  with  it,  continued  fufpended  till 
the  whole  of  the  firework  Was  played  off. 
It  was  very  extraordinary  to  fee  the  beaft 
Li  this  fituation,  enveloped  with  fparks  and 
flame.  I  was  curious  to  know  how  this  is 
effected,  and  was  informed  that  the  board 
is  fm eared  with  blood  ;  and  as  thefe  animals 
are  nearly  flarved,  in  order  to  keep  them 
furious,  the  fcent  of  the  blood  fixes  the 
animal.  In  addition  to  this,  the  aftor  of 
this  great  fcene  is  conftantly  regaled  when 
he  defcends,  with  a  piece  of  flefh  prepared 
for  that  purpofe.  The  riegleeT:  of  this  ac- 
cuftomed  bounty  is  faid  to  have  proved 
fatal  to  the  former  mafter  of  thefe  animals. 
The   bear   defcending   from   his    frightful 

elevation^ 
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elevation,  and  not  receiving  inftantaneoufly 
his  expected  morfel,  fattened  upon  the 
mafler,  and  tore  him  morfculy  before  he 
could  be  difengaged.  As  this  is  an  exhi- 
bition which  humanity  can  find  little  to 
delight  in,  I  was  aftorilhed  to  fee,  in  calling 
my  eyes  around,  fo  many  female  fpeclators 
attending  this  bloody  fpedtacle,  which  feems 
indeed  fcarcely  compatible  with  the  police 
of  a  civilized  ftate. 

The  HefTian  officer  quitted  me  yefterday. 
He  is  gone  to  join  his  regiment  in  Hungary, 
His  departure  has  left  me  more  at  liberty  in 
the  choice  of  my  purfuits,  yet  I  feel  a  lofs  in 
him  of  a  friend,  a  companion,  and  an  in- 
terpreter. A  novice  in  the  language,  un- 
knowing and  unknown,  I  feel  the  incon- 
veniences of  folitude,  but  apprehend  flill 
greater  from  fociety.  While  the  Heffian 
continued  with  me  I  feared  neither  impc- 
fition  nor  violence ;  the  fcale  may  turn 
upon  his  departure.  I  am  therefore  deter- 
mined to  change  my  quarters,  and  feek  4 
refidence  within  the  walls  of  the  city. 

ff  3 
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Vienna,  Oft.  18,  1792. 

T  Acquainted  you  in  my  laft  of  my  in- 
tention to  quit  the  quarters  in  which  I 
then  refided.  After  two  days  feareb,  I  am 
now  lodged  for  a  month  to  my  fatisfa&ion 
in  a  very  convenient  part  of  the  town.  My 
landlady,  who  is  a  very  pretty  brunette^  of 

about  five  or  fix  and  twenty,  ferves  my 
coffee  in  a  morning,  and  I  am  treated  with 
all  poffible  attention  and  civility.  As  my 
object  in  paffing  a  month  at  Vienna  is  to 
acquire  fome  knowledge  of  the  language,  I 
have  taken  fome  pains  to  procure  a  matter. 
The  circiimftances  attending  this  fearch  are 
not  a  little  ridiculous.  My  firft  application 
was  to  a  banker,  who  recommended  me  to 
a  bookfeller,  as  one  that  would  fuit  my  pur- 
pofe.  When  I  waited  upon  the  bookfeller, 
I  was  fo  difcouraged  by  the  feeming  im- 
1 1  pbrtancc 
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portance  of  the  man,  that  I  did  not  venture 
to  afk  him  dire&ly  if  he  were  a  language- 
mafter,  but  whether  fuch  a  character  were 
not  lodged  in  the  houfe.  He  anfwered  me 
in  the  negative.  I  expreffed  my  furprize  at 
the  error  into  which  I  had  been  led.  He 
requefted  to  know  the  name  of  the  perfon 
to  whom  I  was  recommended.  I  repeated 
his  own.  He  then  acknowledged,  that 
three  years  paft  he  did  give  leflbns  in  the 
language,  but  fince  that  time  he  had  re- 
nounced it. 

My  next  application  was  to  a  great  adept, 
who,  I  was  told,  would  teach  me  the  Ger- 
man in  its  grammatical  purity.  After  beat- 
ing about  in  many  obfeure  and  narrow 
ftreets,  I  at  length  found  the  houfe  in  which 
he  was  faid  to  lodge,  and  climbing  to  the 
higheft  ftory,  was  informed,  that  Monfieur 
was  not  at  home,  but  would  certainly  return 
to  dinner  at  twelve  o'clock.  As  it  wanted 
but  little  of  that  time,  I  agreed  to  wait  his 
arrival.  In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  a 
conceited  figure  entered  the  room  fuddenly, 
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his  hair  well  powdered,  and  his  hat  in  his 
hand,  and  approaching  me  with  an  air  of 
familiarity,  declared  how  glad  he  was  to  fee 
me.     But  foon  correcting  himfelf,  and  re- 
garding me  with  a   look  of  furprize,  re- 
quefted  to  know  my  bufmefs,  declaring  that 
he  had  miftaken  me  for  a  friend,  whom  he 
expe&ed  to  dine  with  him.     Upon  my  ex- 
plaining the  occafion  of  my  vifit,  he  ap- 
peared   more  embarraffed  than  the   book- 
feller    had   been,   wondered   how   I  could 
have  miftaken  him  for  a  teacher  of  the  Ian- 
guages,  and  who  could  have  put  fo  egre- 
gious an  impofition  upon  me,  Being  fome- 
-what  at  a  lofs  to  defend  myfelf,  I  named  to 
him  my  informer  and  condu&or,  of  whom 
lie  could  not  be  ignorant.     He  then  con- 
feffed,  that  about  five  or  fix  years  ago  hq 
did  give  affiftance  in  the  languages  to  per- 
sons of1  fome  confideration,  but  that  being 
pow  particularly  occupied   at  Court,  he 
had  not  leiiure  to  oblige  me.     A  third  gen- 
tleman to  whom  I  have  applied,  tells   me, 
lie  is  no  mafter  himfelf,  but  that,  if  I  will 

call 
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call  on  him  in  about  three  days,  he  will 
endeavour  to  obtain  the  addrefs  of  fome 
perfon  of  that  profeffioo.  Thus  it  appears 
that  if  I  waited  their  leifure  to  commence 
my  German  ftudies,  the  period  of  my  labors 
would  be  very  fhort.  I  therefore  refolved 
to  wafte  no  more  time  in  a  fruitlefs  fearch 
for  afliftance,  and  am  now  endeavouring  to 
become  my  own  mafter. 

I  find  the  manner  of  living  at  Vienna 
very  different  from  what  I  have  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fee  on  the  continent.     They 
have  a  vaft  variety  in   their  dimes,  and  in 
general  eat  of  all.      This  has  gained  them 
the  character  of  gluttony,  rather  than  the 
quantity  which   they  confume.      For  my 
own  part,  I  have  feldom  made  a  dinner  out 
of  their  apparent  abundance.     Their  difhes 
are  numerous,  yet   formed    of  fcraps,  fo- 
phifticated    into   all    the   varieties    of  epi- 
cureanifm.     For  each  of  thefe  they  have 
invented  a  term,  unknown  to  all  but  them- 
felves3  which  renders  eating  a  perfect  fci- 

ence« 
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ence,  and  the    command  of  a  dinner  no 
eafy  talk. 

Early  after  my  arrival  at  Vienna,  I  fell 
into  a  diverting  embarraffment  at  one  of 
thefe  eating-houfes.  The  Heffian  being  to 
dine  out,  condu&ed  me  to  a  houfe  of  much 
refort  in  the  city,  and  afluring  me  that  I 
fhould  there  dine  well,  left  me  to  provide 
for  myfelf.  Upon  entering  the  room,  and 
feeing  many  different  parties,  I  placed  my- 
felf at  a  table  where  no  one  elfe  was,  in 
order  not  to  be  attacked  In  a  language  I 
was  fo  little  acquainted  with.  Upon  feeing 
me  feated,  the  Keller,  as  he  is  called,  brought 
jne  a  very  long  bill  of  fare,  containing  an 
immenfe  number  of  articles.  I  quickly 
difcovered  that  this  was  by  me  wholly  il- 
legible. I  therefore  returned  it  to  him,  in- 
treating  him  to  read  it.  He  read  on  how- 
ever fo  faft,  and  repeated  names  fo  unfami- 
liar to  me,  that  I  continued  profoundly  ig- 
norant. In  order  to  abridge  the  matter,  I 
requested  him  to  bring  me  a  foup.     This 

being 
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being  difpatched,  he  renewed  his  applica- 
tion. For  this  I  was  prepared,  and  afked 
for  Rbindsfleijh,  or  bouillu  This  difh  being 
alfo  cleared,  neither  he  nor  I  thought  the 
dinner  complete.  He  prefled  me  to  another 
difli:  I  had  no  objection;  but  what  was  it 
to  be  ?  and  how  to  afk  for  it  ?  I  requefted 
him  again  to  rehearfe  his  catalogue.  Among 
the  hard  names  repeated,  hearing  that  of 
Saur- kraut ,  I  arretted  him  in  his  progrefs, 
and  demanded  kraut.  But  unfortunately 
kraut  fignifies  only  the  vegetable,  and  is 
never  eaten  alone.  He  therefore  wifhed  to 
know  what  I  would  eat  with  it.  Thus  pro- 
voked, I  caught  at  the  firft  name  he  men- 
tioned, and  haftily  demanded  brodwurfly  a 
term  of  which  I  could  not  guefs  the  mean- 
ing, but  wThich  proved  in  the  end  to  be  a 
faufage. 
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Vienna,  Oft.  20,  1792* 

know  not  bow  far  the  little  incidents 
which  I  meet  with  in  my  prefent  con- 
tracted mode  of  travel  may  intereft  you. 
Although  courts  and  fuperior  focieties  ceafe 
to  regifter  my  name,  this  neither  mocks  nor 
alarms  me.  I  have  had  a  view  of  thofe 
circles,  where  mankind  meet  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  parting  ;  where  the  exhibition  of 
drefs  takes  place  of  the  expanfion  of  the 
heart,  and  where  ceremonious  filence  is 
fubftituted  for  ch earful  converfation.  Little 
is  to  be  read  of  the  human  character  in  fuch 
circles,  where  artificial  forms  fupplant  na- 
tural qualities,  and  fafhion  drefles  the  tem- 
per of  all  in  the  fame  uniform.  The  lot 
therefore  which  renders  me  unworthy  fuch 
exalted  notice,  throws  me  into  a  field 
where  my  heart  finds  a  better  feaft,  and 

my 
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my  mind  more  ample  inftrudtion.  I  avail 
myfelf  of  that  freedom  which  my  fituation 
affords,  to  mix  with  all  who  vifit  the  public 
walks  of  fociety,  and  derive  amufement 
from  thofe  who  feek  it  in  me. 

The  number  of  Italians  who  refide  in  _ 
this  city  is  very  confiderable,  not  lefs,  on  a 
medium  computation,  than   twenty  thou- 
iand ;    and   the    Italian  language    is   more 
fpoken  at  Vienna   than   the   French.     Its 
univerfality  opens  to  me  a  communication 
with  many  whom  I  meet  in  the  places  of 
public    refort,    and    fupplies  thofe   chafms 
which  cannot  but  happen  when  1  venture 
to  converfe  in  the  language  of  the  country^ 
This  latter  I  am  very  fedulous  to  fnaften 
To  maintain  that  independence  which  my 
fituation   affords,   and  which   I    fo  highly 
value,  is   not  without  its  difficulties.     My 
firft  embarraffment  arofe   from   fome    firn 
gularities  in  my  drefs,  which  made  me  ar> 
object  of  notice.     I  had  been  diftinguifhed? 
for  fome  time  by  the  title  of  the  Frenchman 
with  the  white  hat±  ere  I  became  acquainted 
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with  it.  I  foon  however  removed  this 
attraction  of  the  public  eye  ;  and  in  order 
that  I  might  blend  ftill  more  fecurely  with 
the  mafs  of  the  people,  provided  myfelf  with 
boots  which  covered  my  knees,  and  feldom 
ventured  to  theatres  or  coffee-houfes  with- 
out my  cloak.  Thus  I  glided  on  unper- 
ceived>  and,  till  I  fpoke,  was  never  be- 
trayed. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  people  againft 
which  I  have  to  guard  ;  I  mean,  in  the 
firft  place,  adventurers  or  cheats ;  fecondly, 
good  fort  of  people,  who  have  few  ideas 
beyond  feafting  and  lounging  ;  and  thirdly, 
my  own  countrymen.  My  fufpicions  as  to 
the  firft  of  thefe  were  greatly  excited  by  an 
incident  which  recently  happened  to  me  at 
the  little  theatre  in  the  Jofeph-Stadt.  I  was 
feated  in  a  part  of  the  pit  in  which  was 
very  little  company,  but  had  obferved  a 
young  man  for  fome  time  evidently  prepar- 
ing to  addrefs  me.  At  the  clofe  of  the  act 
he  came  up  and  remarked  to  me,  in  Ger- 
man,  how  thin  the  houfe  was  y  and,  upon 
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■perceiving  that  I  did  not  acquit  myfelf  very- 
well  in  my  counter  obfervations,  he  afked 
me  if  I  was  a  Frenchman.    On  my  appear- 
ing to  aflent,  he  exprefled  himfelf  rejoiced 
at  finding  a  Frenchman,  as  he  wifhed  very 
much  for  an  opportunity  of  converfing  in 
that  language.     At  the   conclufion  of  the 
reprefentation  I  begun  to  move.    He  afked 
me  if  I  was  alone,  and  where  I  lived.    De- 
firous,    for    good   reafons,    to    keep    thefe 
fecrets,    I    replied    evafively.      Upon   our 
iffuing  amongft  the  crowd,    he   requefted 
me  to  tell  him  what  it  was  o'clock.    With- 
out anfwering  his   queftion,  I  prefled  on, 
and  Hopped  not  till  I  arrived  at  my  lodging. 
My  next  adventure  happened  fome  days 
paft  at  a  houfe  where  I  was  accuftomed  to 
dine.     I  had  feated  myfelf  at  a  table  where 
I  hoped  to  efcape  interruption,  when  two 
gentlemen  entered,  and  difpofed  themfelves 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I,  who  occupied  the 
corner  of  the   table,  was  between   them. 
They  foon  begun  a  converfation  in  Englifh, 
though  not,  the  pureft  poffible.     I  affe&ed 

no 
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no  furprize,  but  continued  to  dine.  TK8 
cortverfation  at  length  turned  upon  me  5 
the  one  insinuating  his  fufpicions  that  I  was 
an  Engliftiman,  the  other  offering  to  bet 
two  to  one  upon  the  contrary.  I  perfifted 
in  my  filence,  and  drank  my  glafs  of  wine. 
At  length,  finding  they  could  not  provoke 
me  to  loquacity,  the  gentleman  to  my  left, 
who  had  planted  a  great  dcg  between  uSj 
hoped  he  did  not  incommode  me.  I  re- 
plied in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  gain  him  his 
wager.  I  was  now  no  longer  exempt  from 
their  importunities.  They  wifhed  to  know 
the  wrhole  of  my  hiftory  ;  the  objecT:  of  my 
coming  to  Vienna,  the  length  of  time  I  pro- 
pofed  to  ftay,  and  where  I  lodged,  dined,  and 
fupped.  Upon  the  gentleman,  on  the  left  quit- 
ting us  for  a  few  minutes,  his  friend  took  an 
opportunity  of  hinting  to  me,  that  the  Officer 
was  extremely  rich,  "worth  more  than  a  mil- 
"  lion."  He  foon  rejoined  us,  and  requefted 
with  his  friend  to  conduct  me  the  follow- 
ing day  to  a  houfe  where  I  fhould  dine  off 
feven  diihes  for  thirty  kreutzers,  and  meet 

very 
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very  good  company.  To  this  I  acceded, 
and  the  rendezvous  was  given  for  the  Im- 
perial Riding-School,  whence,  at  the  time 
appointed,  they  conducted  me  to  a  houfe 
in  the  Kohl-marckt.  Here  we  dined  fump- 
ttioufly,  and  faw  an  aflemblage  of  what  ap- 
peared to  be  perfons  of  no  mean  condition, 
Thefe  new  friends  were  fo  defirous  of  re- 
lieving my  folitude,  that  they  wifhed  to 
make  ftill  further  aifignations,  the  honour 
of  which  I  chofe  to  decline. 

My  third  rencontre  took  place  two  or 
three  evenings  pad,  at  a  very  fafhionable 
coffee-houfe  in  this  city,  where  I  go  to  read 
the  Englifh  papers.  I  was  feated  in  a  cor- 
ner, in  the  ait  of  reading  an  Englifh  Ga- 
zette, when  a  gentleman  entered,  whofe  ap~ 
pearance  marked  him  for  an  Englifhman. 
He  regarded  me  in  a  manner  very  par- 
ticular, and  fhortly  after  took  his  feat  near 
me.  Taking  advantage  of  his  ftate  of 
doubt,  I  addrefled  him,  to  his  vifible  fur- 
prize,  in  German,  and  to  give  ftrength  to 
the  deception,  took  up  my  cloak,  threw  ic 

vol.  ii.  qq  ovej; 
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over  my  (houlder,  and  left  the  coffee-room* 
I  avoid  my  countrymen,  not  from  want  of 
a  juft  patriotifm,  but  on  confiderations 
founded  in  reafon  and  experience.  The 
generality  of  thofe  Englifhmen  abroad,  who 
feek  accidental  acquaintance,  may  be  kt 
down  as  characters  of  no  very  fair  defcrip- 
tion  ;  hoping,  from  unfufpe£ting  confidence, 
in  the  afylum  of  a  foreign  country,  to  be 
at  leaft  fhielded  from  obloquy — perhaps 
exalted  into  efteem. 
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Vienna,  Oft.  22,  17 gz. 

A-jpHE  obfervance  of  Sunday  in  England 
has  no  parallel  in  Europe.  London 
exhibits  on  that  day  a  ftillnefs  and  a  folem- 
nity  which  mark  the  public  appropriation 
of  a  feventh  portion  of  time  to  the  worfhip 
of  the  Deity ;  and  the  law  of  the  land  evi- 
dently fpeaks  only  the  fenfe  of  the  people. 
In  other  countries  this  interval  of  labor  is 
13  devoted 
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devoted  almoft  entirely  to  the  purpofes  of 
amufement ;  and  in  no  city  of  the  continent 
is  the  rigor  of  the  Mofaic  law  held  of  lefs 
account  than  at  Vienna.  The  dawn  of  this 
day  is  indeed  confecrated  to  religion ;  bells 
are  ringing  throughout  the  city,  and  the 
churches  thronged  at  an  early  hour.  The 
performance  of  this  duty  feems  to  be  con- 
sidered as  the  acquittal  of  what  is  to  enfue  ; 
nor  is  the  facrifice  fevere ;  for  no-where 
have  I  heard  more  delicious  mufic  than  in 
the  churches  at  Vienna.  It  is  among  my 
moft  favorite  amufements  to  attend  mafs 
at  the  cathedral  on  a  Sunday  morning, 
where  an  excellent  band  of  muficians,  con- 
cealed from  public  obfervation,  perform 
moft  admirably.  The  ceremonies  of  de- 
votion ended,  the  ftreets  begin  to  enliven, 
the  public  places  of  refort  to  fill,  and  every 
countenance  to  glow.  The  corners  of  every 
ftreet  are  covered  with  affiches,  publifhing 
the  pleafurable  inventions  of  the  day's 
amufement — operas,  plays,  marionettes, 
mufic,  dances,  and  dinners.  .  If  you  may 

G  g  2  credit 
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credit  thefe  public  bills,  all  is  more  feftive 
this  day  than  on  the  other  fix  :  the  opera 
is  more  brilliant,  and  the  wild  beads  of  the 
Amphitheatre  are  more  favage. 

In  fumraer  the  grand  rendezvous  is  the 
Prater.     This  is  a  delicious  fpot  of  ground, 
diftributed  into  alleys,  walks,  and  rides,  and 
open  to  all    ranks  of  people.     Jofeph  II. 
threw  open  this  fource   of  amufement   to 
the    inhabitants    of  Vienna,    which    now 
forms    a  favorite  fpot    of   general   refort. 
Here,  on  the  Sunday,  all  ranks  are  found 
aflembled  j  the  rich  to  roll  their  equipages, 
and  the  poor  to  admire  them;  the  vain  to 
exhibit  themfelves,  and  the  curious  to  gaze 
on  others.     Here  indullry  relaxes  from  la- 
bor,   and  melancholy  from   fpleen.     Not- 
withftanding  the  approach   of  the   winter 
months,  its   charms   are   not  yet  departed. 
The  wood  which  covers  it,  is  not  yet  ftrip- 
ped  of  its  foliage,  though  the  chilling  winds 
that  now  blow,  are  committing  fevere  ra- 
vages  upon  this  charming  fcenery.     The 
hnjihau:^  as  it  is  named,  is  not  much  fre- 
quented 
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quented  at  this  period  of  the  year,  as  the 
delicious  profpects  which .  adorn  it  in  the 
pride  of  fummer  no  longer  exift.  There  is 
another  place  of  public  refort  in  the  fum- 
mer feafon,  which  muft  at  that  time  poffefs 
great  beauty,  ftiled  the  Augarttn.  The  vaft 
area  which  is  here  covered  with  all  the 
varieties  of  wood  and  promenade,  was,  to- 
gether with  the  Prater,  formed,  at  vaft  ex- 
pence,  into  this  garden  of  public  diverfion, 
by  Jofeph  II.  and  by  him  laid  open  to  all 
ranks  of  men.  An  infeription,  which  an- 
nounces this  generous  bequeft,  upon  the 
principal  entrance,  does  fingular  honour  to 
the  philanthropy  of  this  emperor.  The 
fenfe  of  it  is  as  follows : 

This  Place  of  Amufement 
is  devoted  to 
All  Ranks  of  Men 
by 
-The  Friend  of  Man. 

Thefe  are  the  two  principal  places  of  pub- 
lic refort,  where  the  inhabitants  of  this  city 
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454  LETTER    CLXXIV. 

aflemble    upon  Sundays    and  feftivals,    to 
purfue  their  favorite  amufement  of  eating 
and   drinking,    and  to  breathe   an  uncor-* 
rupted  air.  Next  to  feafting,  dancing  feema 
to    predominate    in   the   fcale    of    amufe- 
ments  with    (he   people    of  Vienna.     Nu-* 
merous   houfes    are    appropriated    to    this 
purpofe  on  the  Sundays.     Among  the  mod 
celebrated   in  this    line  ftands   that  diflin- 
guifhed    by  the   appellation   of  Moonjhein* 
Independent  of  thefe  public  rooms,  which 
are  not  deftitute  of  fplendor,  an  infinity  of 
dancing-mafters  open  their  little  chambers 
on   this   gaudy  day ;   and   not  an  alley  or 
court  in  the  city  but  has  it  ctan%meijicr^  and 
he  a  Tanxfaal,  for  the  diverfion  of  the  pub- 
lic.    As  my  travelling  pride  has  never  been 
equal  to  my  fondnefs  for  novelty,  and  is 
now  ftill  lefs  fo  than  ever,  I  was  determined 
to  vifit  one  of  thefe  inferior  places  of  ren- 
dezvous, and  requefted  my  landlady  to  con- 
duel;  me,  on  a  public  occafion,  to  that  where 
fhe  was  accuftomed  to  go.     This  fhe  rea- 
dily confented  to  do,  and  I  was  prefented 

to 
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to  the  Tanzmeifter,  who  flood  at  the  door 
to  receive  the  company.  The  dance  was 
in  its  full  brilliancy  when  I  arrived ;  and  to 
fuch  a  fcene  I  had  never  before  been  wh> 
nefs.  They  were  dancing  the  Valtz  with  a 
rapidity  and  violence  which  I  fhould  have 
conceived  unattainable.  The  dance  ended, 
each  retired  or  not,  as  he  thought  proper, 
to  drink  wrine,  or  beer,  which  is  here  a  more 
expenfive  beverage  than  wine.  After  a  very 
iliort  interval,  the  dances  renewed,  and  1 
had  an  opportunity  of  remarking  the  pro- 
greflion  in  time  which  they  obferve  in  the 
Valtz.  It  is  firft  played  Jbw?  as  they  ftile 
it,  and  they  move  in  what  they  conceive  an 
adagio,  but  which  appears  to  me  as  fwift  as 
the  Valtz  is  ufually  danced  in  Switzerland. 
The  time  then  changed  into  quick^  which 
accelerated  the  motion  of  the  dancers.  From 
this  it  panned  into  very  quick ,  and  then  com- 
menced the  conteft  for  fpeed.  Thofe  whole 
talents  for  rapidity  furpafied  the  reft,  fre- 
quently broke  out  of  the  ranks,  and  exhi- 
biting a  few  turns  in  the  centre,  firuck  in 
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where  they  found  an  opening,  and  thus 
continued  to  diftance  all  that  followed  them. 
As  the  length  of  their  ftep  is  confiderable, 
and  the  force  with  which  they  move  very 
great,  I  was  under  the  neceffity  of  taking 
my  ftation  behind  a  chair,  in  order  to  fave 
rnyfelf  from  being  carried  away  in  the 
vortex.  There  were  in  the  courfe  of  the 
evening  feveral  falls,  occafioned  by  the  clafh 
of  oppofite  parties.  This,  however,  only 
contributed  to  heighten  the  amufement,  in 
which  order  and  grace  were  never  defigned 
to  make  a  part.  Myfelf  and  my  condudlrefs 
mixed  not  in  the  dance,  fhe  kindly  ex- 
cufing  me  on  my  alluring  her  that  I  could 
not  perform  fuch  rapid  evolutions. 

As  I  had  entered  the  room  wrapped  up 
Tin  my  cloak,  little  attention  had  been  paid 
to  me;  but  having  now  been  forced,  by 
the  violent  heat  which  this  vaft  agitation  of 
the  atmofphere  produced,  to  take  it  off,  I 
became  more  the  fubjeCt  of  notice.  Having 
therefore  fatisfied  my  curiofity,  I  took  my 
leave ;    the  Tanzmeifter   hoping   that  this 

j  2  woul4 
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would  not  be  the  laft  honor  I  fhould  do 
him.  I  was  aftonifhed,  on  paying  the  rec- 
koning, to  efcape  for  twelve  kreutzers, 
which  comprehended  not  only  the  enter- 
tainments of  the  evening,  but  a  bottle  of 
very  excellent  beer;  the  Tanzmeifter  unit- 
ing, as  I  found,  the  profeffions  of  a  dancing- 
matter  and  vintner. 
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Vienna,  Oft.  24,  1792. 

^pHE  town  of  Vienna  makes  a  very  hand- 
fome  figure  when  entered  at  the 
Bourg-gate.  The  ftreet  called  the  Kohl 
Marckt  here  opens,  and  prefents  very  well 
built  houfes,  handfome  (hops,  and  a  crowded 
population.  The  ftreet  which  opens  upon 
the  Caernerthore,  and  which  is  the  longeft 
ftreet  in  the  city,  wants  not  a  certain  kind 
of  beauty ;  yet  derives  its  principal  dignity 
from  its  length,  and  the  right  line  in  which 

it 
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it  is  built.  The  Herrn  ftreet  is  another, 
which,  with  refpecT:  to  the  houfes,  may  rank 
among  the  beft  that  Vienna  can  boaft. 
There  are  fome  fquares,  as  we  improperly 
call  them  In  England,  but  which  the  Ger- 
mans, as  well  as  the  French  and  Italians, 
more  properly  denominate  Places,  The 
word  in  the  German  is  Platz^  correfpond- 
ing  to  the  French  Place  ^  and  the  Italian 
Piazza, 

One  of  the  principal  is  filled  the  Plat% 
Graben.  This  is  a  very  handfome  area,  and 
of  confiderable  fize.  It  is  furrounded  with 
fhops,  coffee- houfes,  and  temporary  booths ; 
and  the  centre  is  adorned  with  a  permanent 
monument  of  Auflrian  orthodoxy,  raifed  as 
a  teftimony  of  public  gratitude.  A  plague 
in  the  year  1679  had  committed  dreadful 
ravages  among  the  inhabitants  of  Viennas 
and  the  deliverance  from  this  definitive 
malady  produced  this  column.  It  is  confe- 
crated  to  the  Holy  Trinity.  Many  are  the 
monuments  raifed  to  the  bo?i  Dieu,  the  Ma- 
donna, and  St»  Francis,  who  are  the  favou- 
rite 
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rite  obje&s  of  Catholic  devotion;  but  a  co- 
lumn  of  marble  raifed  to  the  Trinity  in  the 
centre  of  a  public  fquare — is,  I  believe, 
unique.  The  column  is  ingenioufly  ima- 
gined :  it  has  three  faces;  and  above  the 
bafe  it  is  formed  by  clouds,  among  which 
two  rows  of  angels  ftand  as  fupporters,  in 
ranks  above  each  other.  Over  thefe,  and 
upon  the  necks  of  a  million  little  cherubs, 
the  Father  and  Son  are  placed' — the  one  bear- 
ing the  emblem  of  a  globe,  and  the  other  a 
crofs.  The  Holy  Ghcit,  in  his  ufual  hiero- 
glyphic of  a  dove,  crowns  the  column.  The 
execution  of  the  fculptor  is  highly  cele- 
brated ;  and,  with  all  its  fingularities,  it  is  a 
confiderable  ornament  to  this  part  of  the 
town.  The  Platz  Graben  is  the  nodlurnal 
promenade  of  a  certain  clafs  of  ladies-  la 
the  afternoon  it  is  ufually  crowded  with  fops, 
bucks,  petit-maitres,  and  loungers.  As 
muff§  are  fafhicnable  here  for  men,  I  am 
frequently  difgufted  by  figures  fkipping 
upon  this  public  walk  with  thefe  ridiculous 
appendages  of  an  immenfe  fize,  and  whitt- 
ling 
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ling  a  little  lap-dog  who  follows  at  their 
heels. 

The  Platz  of  the  Hof,  or  court,  is  alfo 
very  handfome,  and  of  fome  extent.  It  is 
at  prefent  covered  with  booths  and  tempo- 
rary fhops,  conftru&ed  for  the  fair,  which  is 
fhortly  to  begin.  This  fair,  I  underftand, 
will  contribute  nothing  to  the  amufements 
of  the  place,  being  devoted  wholly  to  the 
purpofes  of  merchandife  and  traffic.  A  mo- 
nument of  bronze,  which  fpeaks  more  loudly 
the  devotion  than  the  tafte  of  its  conftru&ors, 
occupies  the  centre  of  this  place,  and  de- 
forms the  general  appearance.  It  is  a  co- 
lumn of  bronze  crowned  by  a  ftatue  of  the 
Virgin,  and  confecrated  to  her  by  the  fame 
Leopold,  who  raifed  the  monument  before 
mentioned  to  the  Trinity.  The  national 
theatre  is  a  very  handfome  ftru&ure.  This 
is  fituated  amongft  thofe  edifices  which  form 
the  court,  and  is  under  the  direction  of  the 
court.  Here  Italian  operas  and  German 
comedies  are  ufually  given  alternately — it  is 
more  antient  and  lefs  brilliant  than  the  Kaern* 

ncrthore* 


LETTER    GLXXV.  46* 

fierthore.  In  addition  to  this  are  the  theatres 
in  the  Leopoldftadt,  that  in  the  LandftrafTe, 
and  fome  others  of  lcfs  note.  The  firft  of 
thefe  is  upon  a  fimilar  plan  to  that  in  the 
Wiedcner.  Here  alfo  are  exhibited  thofe 
monftrous  fcenes  of  magic  and  forcery, 
which  now  rage  fo  much  in  the  theatricals 
of  Vienna  ;  and  which,  by  the  aid  of  that 
excellent  mufic  by  which  they  are  fup- 
ported,  poflefs  no  ordinary  degree  of  merit. 
I  was  much  furprifed  fome  evenings  pall 
when  at  the  national  theatre,  to  fee  the  little 
deference  paid  to  the  Emperor  and  Emprefs, 
who  honored  the  Italian  opera  with  their 
company.  They  were  feated  in  a  private 
box,  nor  was  it  till  late  in  the  evening  that 
I  was  informed  of  the  circumftance.  The 
prefence  of  thefe  exalted  perfonages  did  not 
appear  to  affect  in  the  leaft  either  the  per- 
formers or  the  audience.  I  could  not  help 
making  a  comparifon  between  the  intro- 
duction of  the  king  and  queen  of  England 
at  the  London  theatres,  with  the  noifelefs 
entrance  of  their  Imperial  majefties.     The 

opera 


462  LETTER     CLKXV. 

opera  neither  waited  their  time,  nor  the 
a£tors  their  command.  I  obferved  between 
the  ads,  that  thofe  who  chofe  to  wear 
their  hats,  did  not  refufe  themfelves  that 
pleafure  out  of  refpecl:  to  thefe  Imperial  vi- 
fitors,who  on  their  part  feemed  not  to  expert 
it.  This  is  the  general  feature  of  all  ranks 
in  Vienna,  that  whatever  diftin&ions  exift 
in  rank,  fortune,  or  office — all  blend  in 
public  upon  a  line  of  equality. 

In  juftice  to  Vienna  I  muft  declare,  that 
in  no  town  throughout  Europe  have  I  (ccn. 
more  real  freedom,  or — as  far  as  appears — 
more  complete  independence.  There  are 
gates  in  Vienna  which  are  open  the  whole 
night,  and  uninterrupted  ingrefs  and  egrefs 
are  allowed  to  the  mod  contemptible  ple- 
beian. Loudly  as  egalite  may  be  preached 
in  feme  countries,  whofe  political  theories 
may  be  more  pure,  a  greater  virtual  equality 
in  the  conduct  of  life  cannot  eafily  fubfift ; 
notwithstanding  the  mafs  of  feudality  that 
clogs  the  machine  cf  government,  more 
perfonal  fafety  remains  to  the  fubje£t  than 

France, 
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France,  under  her  new  conftitution,  can 
boaft ;  and  the  form  of  government  being 
regarded  as  immutable,  no  jealoufies  are 
excited  on  the  part  of  the  people,  by  new 
tyrannies  on  the  part  of  their  governors. 
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Vienna,  O&ober  26,  1792. 

KNOW  no  arnufement  fuperior  to  that 
which  a  man  derives,  from  unobferved 
fpeculation  on  the  conduct  of  others.  The 
world  has  often  been  compared  to  a  thea- 
tre ;  yet  it  is  only  fo  to  thofe,  whofe  ob- 
iervation  is  awake  to  the  fcenes  that  pafs, 
and  who  regard  all  around  them  as  adtors 
in  the  drama,  Every  fituation  does  not 
leave  the  mind  fufficiently  independent  to 
purfue  this  enjoyment.  Where  the  varie- 
ties of  character  are  to  be  read,  the  man  of 
fafhion  muft  feldom  be  found  ;  and  the 
haunts  moft  fertile  in  leffons  of  nature,  are 

not 
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not  acceffible  to  all.  I  know  not  whether 
you  blufh  for  your  correfpondent,  who,  li- 
berated from  thofe  fhackles  which  high 
rank  and  fortune  impofe,  enjoys  all  that  in- 
dependance,  which  choofes  its  pleafures 
without  control,  and  purfues  its  choice 
without  referve. 

I  have  already  introduced  you  to  fome 
fcenes  in  humble  life  which  had  attracted 
my  notice,  and  from  which  I  derived  no 
fmall  amufement.  Others  I  have  vifited 
from  the  fame  curious  motives,  and  thefe 
have  recompenfed  me  with  equal  pleafure, 
Diligent  to  avoid  notice,  I  change  repeatedly 
my  houfe  of  refort,  and  feldom  mix  twice 
in  the  fame  fociety.  I  fall  willingly  into 
converfation  with  any  one  who  offers,  and 
exhibit  no  referve  at  the  firft  interview  j 
but  if  he  good  humouredly  pities  my  foli- 
tude,  and  offers  his  fervices  to  introduce  me 
to  company,  our  acquaintance  is  at  an  end. 
Hence  my  dining-houfes  are  infinitely  va- 
ried, and  I  have  at  leaft  the  diverfion  of 
change,  though  change  is  not  always  im- 
provement* 
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provement.  In  all  thefe  houfes  the  cuftom 
is,  to  give  every  man  his  portion  feparate  ; 
infomuch  that  though  numbers  dine  at  the 
fame  table,  they  feldom  dine  in  common. 
In  almoft  all  the  dining-houfes  here,  a  bill 
of  fare,  containing  a  vaft  collection  of 
difhes,  is  written  out,  and  the  prices  affixed 
to  each  article.  As  the  people  of  Vienna 
eat  of  variety,  the  calculation  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  repaft  would  appear  fome- 
what  embarraffing  ;  this,  however,  is  done 
by  mechanical  habit  with  great  fpeed.  The 
cuftom  is  for  the  party  who  has  dined,  to 
name  the  dimes,  his  quantity  of  bread  and 
wine.  The  keller,  who  attends  on  this 
occalion,  follows  every  article  you  name, 
with  the  fum  which  this  adds  to  the  calcu- 
lation ;  and  the  whole  is  performed,  to 
whatever  amount^  without  ink  or  paper.  It 
is  curious  to  hear  this  ceremony,  which  is 
muttered  with  great  gravity,  yet  performed 
with  accuracy  and  difpatch.  It  is  incon- 
ceivable how  numerous  thefe  houfes  are  in 
Vienna,  to  which  we  have  in  England  no- 
VOL.  11.  H  h  thing 
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thing  that  correfponds  exa&ly.  There  H 
fomething  remarkably  pleafant  in  this  mode 
of  living.  An  evening  feldom  paffes  in  thefe 
houfes  without  mufic,  and  the  German 
dances  have  an  air  of  vivacity  and  cheerful- 
nefs  fuperior  to  all  others. 

I  have  been  often  regaled  by  a  ftrolling 
band  at  one  of  thefe  houfes ;  where,  deem- 
ing myfelf  totally  unknown,  I  was  accuf- 
tomed  to  pafs  an  evening  hour.  I  ufually 
entered  this,  wrapped  in  my  cloak,  and  took 
my  feat  in  a  corner  of  the  room,  where  I 
might  regifter  what  pafled  without  attract- 
ing notice.  A  principal  part  of  my  amufe- 
ment  arofe  from  the  warm  debates  of  fome 
worthy  citizens,  who,  having  difpatched  the 
bufinefs  of  the  day,  were  relaxing  their 
minds  with  a  little  politics.  I  was  diverted 
to  hear  thefe  great  perfonages  regulating 
the  affairs  of  empires — leading  the  com- 
bined armies  into  the  heart  of  France,  by  a 
ihorter  cut  than  the  Duke  of  Brunfwickhad 
taken — making  the  rebels  own  their  lawful 
king,  and  receive  their  expatriated  princes* 

I  had 
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I  had  remarked  every  night  that  I  frequented 
this  houie,  a  little  man  of  uncouth  figure, 
and  unpropitious  phyfiognonay ;  and  had 
obferved  him  conftantly  twirling  a  large  key 
over  his  finger,  whenever  he  entered  into 
converfation,  and  ftriking  this  forcibly 
againft  the  table,  when  he  wifhed  to  efta- 
blifh  his  argument  or  filence  his  adverfary. 
I  was  aftonifhed  to  find  fo  much  wit  and 
pleafantry  in  his  difcourfe.  He  rallied  with 
much  vivacity  all  nations,  and  all  govern- 
ments— but  his  own.  He  thought  that 
France  and  Switzerland,  which  boafted  of 
the  pureft  conftitutions,  had  lefs  liberty  than 
the  Auftrians,  whofe  conftitution  of  go- 
vernment he  owned  was  the  worfh  "  la 
u  Switzerland,"  faid  he,  u  a  man  cannot 
"  fpeak  his  fentiments  without  hazard  of 
"  imprifonment,  nor  in  Frarice  without  the 
M  danger  of  decapitation ;  while  in  Vienna 
n  a  man  may  indulge  himfelf  in  all  free- 
"  dom  of  remark,  and  runs  no  ri£k,  till  he 
"  lends  his  aid  to  plots,  cabals,  and  confpi- 


•*  racies. 


H  h  5  There 


468  LETTER    CLXXVT. 

There  are,  however,  difcontents  at  Vi- 
enna ;  and,  were  there  all  that  freedom  of 
fpeech  on  which  the  orator  infifted,  the  cof- 
fee-houfes  would  refound  with  the  com- 
plaints and  remonftrances  of  the  people. 
On  the  various  topics  he  ran  over,  he  ex- 
preffed  himfelf  with  great  vehemence,  took 
much  fnuff,  and  fmote  frequently  with  his 
key.  Some  intelligence  which  I  picked 
up  from  the  houfe  has  acquainted  me,  that 
he  has  lately  married  a  very  pretty  woman; 
and  that  every  evening  when  he  leaves  her, 
he  locks  the  door,  and  pockets  the  key.  I 
will  make  no  apology  for  thefe  colorings 
•after  nature — however  remote  from  the 
fplendid  fcenes  of  life :  my  fortune  has  at 
prefent  thrown  me  into  thofe  walks  of  fo- 
ciety,  wThere  higher  incidents  cannot  occur. 


[    4^9    ] 
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Vienna,  0£t.  29,  1792. 

^|  riENNA  is  a  city  Angularly  built,  in  the 
centre  of  its  fauxbourgs,  and  derives 
its  name  from  the  Wien  which  laves  its 
walls,  and  falls  into  the  Danube.  That 
arm  of  this  laft  river,  which  pafles  under 
the  walls  of  Vienna,  though  fmall,  gives  to 
this  town  great  commercial  advantages  by 
its  navigation.  The  town  itfelf,  ftridly 
taken,  pofTeffes  not  more  than  three  miles 
circumference,  though  the  fauxbourgs  are 
eftimated  at  four  German,  or  upwards  of 
twenty  Englifh  miles.  The  promenades 
upon  the  ramparts  are  very  delicious,  and 
command  very  extenfive  and  interefting 
profpe&s.  The  climate  appears  to  be  very 
variable,  and  the  weather  admits  of  fudden 
and  violent  changes.     The  heat  is  faid  to  be 
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extreme  in  fummer,  and  the  cold  is  now  fe- 
vere.  All  the  inhabitants  are  wrapped  in 
the  thickeft  clothing;  the  ladies  wear 
drefles  lined  with  warm  furs,  and  the  gen- 
tlemen envelope  themfelves  in  bear-fkins. 
All  the  fhops  are  now  filled  with  thefe 
winter  robes ;  and  the  fair,  which  is  now 
commenced,  has  little  elfe  to  exhibit,  but 
caps,  cloaks,  boots,  &c.  made  of  the  fkins  of 
beafts.  Poeles  here — which  they  call  of  ens — 
fupply  the  place  of  fires,  yet  are  in  my  opi- 
nion a  very  bad  fubftitute.  The  heat  of 
thefe  ofens  is  certainly  more  general,  yet  is 
neither  fo  pleafant  nor  fo  fenfible  as  that 
which  arifes  from  a  chimney  fire.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  I  know  no  objed:  more  cheer- 
ing than  the  latter*  It  is  the  point  of  con- 
centration in  fociety,  and  the  fource  of 
amufement  in  folitude.  There  is  fome- 
thing  fo  fombrous  in  thefe  machines,  which 
are  of  great  magnitude,  and  occupy  a  large 
angle  of  the  room,  in  the  diverfified  forms 
of  urns,  pyramids,  columns,  &c. — that  I 
pity  the  people  who  are  yet  ignorant  of  that 

luxury,, 
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luxury,  which  illumines  and  animates  the 
darknefs  of  winter  with  its  bright  and  vi- 
vifying rays.  Goldfmith  anticipates  the  re- 
turn of  the  fire-fide  amufements  with  poetic 
fenfibility. 

I  ft  ill  had  hopes — for  pride  attends  us  dill — 
Amongft  the  fwains  to  (how  my  book  learn'd  flullj 
Around  my  j£n?  an  evening  group  to  draw, 
And  talk  of  all  1  felt,  and  all  I  faw. 

The  ftreets  of  Vienna  are  in  general  to- 
lerably clean.  Such  is  the  nature  of  the 
foil,  that  half  an  hour's  rain  renders  them 
impaffible ;  but  then  half  an  hour's  wind 
remedies  the  evil,  and  reftores  them  to  the 
ufual  drynefs.  The  winds  here  are  very 
fharp,  and  very  quickly  work  the  foil  into 
duft,  which  they  then  fcatter  in  whirlwinds; 
and  being  ftrongly  impregnated  with  chalky 
particles,  it  is  faid  to  be  very  pernicious  to 
the  health.  The  fauxbourgs  are  extremely 
pleafant;  and  the  fpace  which  feparates 
them  from  the  fortifications  of  the  city  is 
in  fome  places  adorned  with  very  handfome 
houfes,  and  the  communication  of  that  de- 
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nominated  the  Jofeph-Stadt  with  the  town, 
formed  by  very  pleafant  promenades.  The 
houfes  are  built  extremely  well,  and  carried, 
in  many  inftances,  to  a  vaft  height — though 
the  generality  do  not  exceed  five  (lories. 
The  ftaircafe  is  ufually  of  ftone,  and  the 
apartments  on  each  floor  fufficiently  nume- 
rous to  lodge  different  families.  Every 
houfe  is  numbered,  and  the  name  of  every 
ftreet  affixed  at  the  corner  in  large  legible 
characters.  The  town  is  well  lighted  ;  the 
range  of  the  fauxbourgs  when  illuminated 
—which  is  only  in  the  abfence  of  the  moon 
—forms  a  very  ftriking  fpectacle,  and  is  by 
the  inhabitants  confidered  as  fuperior  to  the 
illumination  of  London  itfelf. 

They  reckon  here  feven  hundred  hack- 
ney coaches,  in  general  handfome,  and 
drawn  by  very  excellent  horfes.  It  is, 
however,  a  fault  in  the  police,  that  the  fares 
are  not  regulated  by  any  fixed  or  general 
flandard.  The  character  of  the  people  is 
that  of  a  tranquil  clafs  of  men,  more  at* 
tached  to  fenfuality  than  riot ;  in  the  treatr 
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ment  of  ftrangers,  liberal  and  hofpitable. 
The  charge  of  gluttony,  with  which  they 
are  fo  commonly  ftigmatized,  is  not  totally 
without  foundation  ;  yet  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  that  Vienna  does  not  contain  gluttons 
fo  eminent,  as  numbers  who  fit  down  to 
our  parochial  feafts  or  corporation  dinners. 
Good  cheer  is,  indeed,  purfued  here  in 
every  quarter,  and  mirth  is  worshipped  in 
every  form  ;  yet  the  ftreets  are  profoundly 
quiet  at  all  hours  of  the  night ;  no  intem- 
perate revels  difiurb  the  public  harmony, 
and  the  town  is  traverfed  with  the  moft  per- 
fe£t  fecurity.  Robberies  are  very  rare  in 
this  city,  and  fires  are  yet  more  uncommon. 
I  was  witnefs  to  one,  which  was  announced 
by  a  fignal  from  the  fteeple  of  the  cathedral, 
and  the  farther  ravages  of  this  accident 
fpeedily  prevented. 

Vienna  feems  protected  by  the  natural 
honefty  of  the  inhabitants,  for  neither  cen- 
tinels  nor  watchmen  are  to  be  found.  The 
police  of  Berne  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  moft 
effe&ive  and  fuccefsful  in  Europe  ;  but  for 
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my  part,  I  never  pafled  a  cheerful  hour  in 
the  place :  nor  could  I  view  without  horror 
the  feverities  arifing  from  the  unrelenting  vi- 
gilance of  that  ftern  and  jealous  government, 
which  prohibits  every  fpecies  of  amufement, 
and  which  eftablifhes  public  order  by  indi- 
vidual oppreffion.     If  perfonal  fafety  and 
civil  quiet  are  to  be  paid  for  at  the  expence 
of  fuch  facrifices,  I  for  one  would  never 
become  a  purchafer.     I  confefs  to  you,  I 
would  fly  a  town — where  the  utmoft   re- 
turns which  I  obtain  for  the  furrender  of  my 
liberty  and  my  amufements — are  the  boaft 
of  a  free  government,  and  the  privilege  of 
moping  in  melancholy  fecurity.     I  would 
rather  plunge  into   the  perilous  walks  of 
Paris  or  London,  where  I  might  be  diverted 
— though  at  the  hazard  of  my  perfon  and 
jny  purfe. 
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Vienna,  Oftober  31, 1792* 

tv/ty  pen  mu^  ^ run  uPon  tr^es  °^  *c 

•*-*-■"  day — Roufleau  fhall  be  my  apologift— ■ 
"  c'eft  dans  les  bagatelles,"  fays  this  ftudent 
of  mankind,  "  que  le  naturel  fe  decouvre." 
I  was  amufed  a  day  or  two  pad  at  a  dinner, 
to  which  chance  had  brought  a  clufter  of 
men,  whofe  diverfity  of  figure,  nation,  and 
language    formed  a  curious  fcene.      Soon 
after  I  had  ieated  myfelf,  an  Italian  entered 
the    room,  who   placed  himfelf  next  me; 
fhortly  after  entered  two  portly  Turks,  who 
took  alfo  their  feats   at  the   table;    laftly 
crept  in  a  ftupid  looking  German  :  and  thus 
our  company  being  formed,  dinner   pro- 
ceeded.    I  exchanged  a  few  words  with  the 
Italian,  who  wifhed  to  recommend  to  me 
the  purchafe  of  a  filver  fnuff-box.      Very 
little  other   converfation   pafTed,  and   that 

little 
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little  feemed  reciprocally  unintelligible  ;  but 
the  figularity  of  the  combination  was,  to  me 
at  leaft,  a  fubjecT:  of  fufficient  diverfion. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  at  Vienna,  myfelf 
and  the  Heffian  commenced  a  very  labo- 
rious fearch  after  Madame  V ,  our  fe- 
male friend  from  Zurich,  which  ended  fuc- 
eefsfully.  We  found  her  lodged  and  boarded 
in  a  very  mean  apartment,  at  the  very  fum- 
mit  of  the  houle.  Her  landlord  was  a/ratten- 
fchncldcr*^  who  certainly  had  the  talent 
of  converting  his  apartment,  a  portion  of 
which  was  occupied    by    himfelf  and   his 

wife,  to  very  lucrative  ufes.  Madame  V 

admitted  the  awkwardnefs  of  her  fituation, 
but  deemed  the  embarraffments  which  fhe 
encounters  in  this  miferable  lodging  coun- 
terbalanced by  its  nearnefs  to  the  academy, 
whofe  models  fhe  copies,  and  by  the  clear- 
nefs  of  the  light  which  the  attic  window 
conveys.  Here  I  often  pafs  an  hour  or  two 
in  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  enjoy  a  very 
pleafwg  converfation,  and  make  a  very  fru- 

*  Woman's  taylor, 
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gal  repaft.  The  Swifs  painter,  who  ufually 
attends,  is  difpatched  to  purchafe  for  me  a 

bottle  of  Vienna  beer,  and  Madame  V 

provides  a  brown  loaf,  upon  which  we  feafl 
with  primitive  luxury.  As  I  have  been 
repeatedly  folicited,  I  once  fat  down  to  a 
participation  of  the  general  fupper,  which 
confided  only  of  a  large  bowl  of  potatoes 
and  onions  chopped  up  together,  I  need 
fcarcely  inform  you,  that  contentment  made 
one  of  the  party. 

My  friend  the  Heflian,  of  whom  I  have 
fo  often  fpoken,  (and  from  whom  I  have 
now,  perhaps,  for  ever,  feparated,)  was 
a  man,  whofe  character  I  cannot  contem- 
plate, without  feeling  for  him  a  fentiment, 
in  which  pity  has  fome,  but  refpecT:  the 
greater  fhare.  He  appeared  in  no  mo- 
ment of  life  to  have  given  himfelf  the  trou- 
ble of  thinking.  The  "  vivre  fans  fouci" 
was,  in  his  eftimation,  fuperior  to  all  the 
fplendor  of  fcience.  I  admired  the  good- 
nefs  of  his  heart,  and  was  amufed  by  the 
pleafantnefs  of  his  fociety ;  but   my  pur- 
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pofes  of  travel  were  in  no  degree  promoted 
by  his  acquaintance.  He  cared  nothing  for 
the  produ&ions  of  learning,  or  the  monu- 
ments of  art.  He  had  paffed  fome  years 
in  Vienna,  yet  ftudied  alone  thofe  quarters 
of  the  town  which  vended  the  beft  wine 
and  lodged  the  prettieft  girls.  He  wanted 
indeed  neither  natural  relifh,  nor  original 
capacity,  for  literary  attainments  ;  but  the 
means  of  cultivating  that  tafte,  and  aug- 
menting that  capacity,  lay  not  in  the  route 
of  a  military  life,  of  hard  fervice,  and  hafty 
pleafure.  Condemned  to  pafs  his  days  in  a 
country,  remote  from  the  land  which  gave 
him  birth — torn  from  all  that  he  held  dear— 
1  faw  him  chilled  by  the  profpeft,  whenever 
circumftances  brought  it  into  view.  Not- 
withftanding  his  long  abfence,  Darmftadt 
ftill  held  the  firft  place  in  his  affe&ions.  "  I 
cc  have  left,"  faid  he  to  me,  "  my  friends ; 
"  they  are  but  few,  but  you  cannot  conceive 
•*  how  I  adore  them.  Thofe  friends," 
would  he  fay,  while  the  tear  ftole  down  his 
cheek,  "  whofe  virtues  I  have  proved — of 
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**  whofe  conftancy  I  am  convinced,  and 
i€  whofe  image  is  ever  before  me."  Many 
are  the  inftances  of  violent  love,  but  fuch 
examples  of  paffionate  friendfhip  do  not 
often  occur.  If  the  feelings  of  the  latter 
are  lefs  rapturous,  they  are  better  calculated 
for  duration:  love  is,  in  the  maxim  of  the 
French,^0*/r  long-terns — but  friendfhip  pour 
toujours. 
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Vienna,  Nov.  2,  1792. 

/t-^here  are  many  edifices  at  Vienna 
which  merit  attention,  lefs  from  the 
beauty  of  their  architecture  than  the  trea- 
sures they  contain.  Without  defcending  to 
particulars,  the  tout  enfanblc  of  the  metro- 
polis conveys  to  the  mind  ideas  of  magni- 
ficence. The  entrance  at  the  Bourg  gate 
announces  a  city  of  no  mean  importance. 
The  numerous  buildings  which  form  the 
Court,  and  the  extenfive  fquare  which  thefe 
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inclofe,  the  well-dreft  guards,  and  the  fuperb 
equipages,  form  a  coup  dycell  of  confiderable 
grandeur.     I  fhall   not  undertake  to  give 
you  an  enumeration  of  thofe  public  edifices 
which  adorn  this  great  capital,  nor  of  the 
treafures  they  poffefs.     Abler  pens  have  a.W 
ready  traced  the  beauties  and  the  defects  of 
the  firft,  and  correct  catalogues  of  the  fecond 
are  in  the  hands  of  every  one.     The  trea- 
fures of  the  crown  are  eftimated  at  an  im- 
menfe  value.     The  cabinet  of  antiques  has 
been  laid  open  to   the  world  by  the  Abbe 
Eckhel,  who  has  given  plates  and  explica- 
tions of  the  mod  rare  and  remarkable.  The 
arfenalshere  are  in  very  high  repute:  I  faw 
not  their  interior,  for  reafons  whofe  force 
I  was  unable  to  oppofe.     The  great  mortars 
and  cannon,  taken  from  the  Turks  at  differ- 
ent periods,  are  preferved  in  the  grand  arfe- 
nal :  thefe  are  faid  to  be  enormous.     The 
ingenious  diftribution  of  the  fmall  arms  is 
alfo  very  highly  celebrated  ;  this  is  faid  to  be 
done  in  all  the  varieties  of  elegant  arrange- 
ment.    I  have  heard  it  affirmed,  that  three 
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hundred  thoufand  ftand  of  arms  might  be 
taken  from  this  vaft  armoury,  without  de- 
ranging apparently  the  order  of  the  diftri- 
bution. 

Vienna  abounds  in  liberal  inftitutions  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  arts.  Independ- 
ent of  the  univerfity — which  is  a  very  noble 
foundation,  and  comprehends  in  its  plan 
every  fpecies  of  literature — there  are  public 
fchools  upon  a  large  fcale,  and  academies 
whofe  reputation  is  not  confined  to  the  cir- 
cle of  their  own  territory.  The  academy  of 
the  fine  arts  is  furnifhed  with  copies  of  the 
beft  Roman  and  Florentine  ftatues,  as  mo- 
dels for  the  artifts,  who  ftudy  within  its 
walls.  Its  members  are  numerous,  and  in- 
clude fome  very  refpedtable  names.  There 
is  in  this  city  a  public  pawn-office,  under 
the  title  of  Lombard,  upon  a  fimilar  plan 
with  the  "  Banco  di  pieta"  at  Rome.  I 
have  alfo  obferved  two  inftrutions  here, 
whofe  objects  are  of  the  wifeft  policy.  The 
firft  is  a  feminary  for  the  formation  of 
Jchool-miJlreffcS)  who  are    inftructed   ia  all 
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points  neceflary  to  qualify  them  for  that  of- 
fice. The  fecond  is  an  inftitution  clofely 
connected  with  political  wifdom — an  afy- 
lum  for  unplaced  fervants,  who  are  here 
employed,  to  prevent  the  evils  of  idlenefs, 
the  temptations  of  beggary.  There  are 
other  equally  politic  and  humane  eftablifh- 
ments,  to  receive  the  wretched  and  recover 
the  lick — to  remove  obje&s  of  horror  from 
the  public  eye,  and  to  provide  occupation 
for  thofe  fuperfluous  members,  who  feem 
born  only  to  clog  the  wheels  of  fociety. 

I  have  vifited  feveral  of  the  principal 
churches  in  Vienna.  The  cathedral,  con- 
fecrated  to  St.  Stephen,  is  a  very  magnificent 
Gothic  edifice  ;  the  interior  is  fpacious,  and, 
bears  ftrongly  the  marks  of  antiquity.  The 
memory  of  the  great  Eugene  was  revived, 
by  the  monument  in  the  cathedral  which  in- 
clofes  his  allies.  The  church  of  St.  Peter 
is  very  handfome,  but  fombre  :  it  is  of  an 
oval  figure,  and  covered  with  marble.  The 
tomb  of  "Wolfgangius,  that  real  and  labo- 
rious fcholar,  is  fimple,  and  denoted  only 

by 
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by  a  plain  infcription.  The  "  Hof-kirche," 
or  Court  Church,  is  an  elegant  edifice,  and 
has  its  fa9ade  upon  the  Place  denominated 
from  the  court.  There  is  a  monument,  in. 
the  church  of  the  Auguftines,  of  a  very 
odious  nature.  The  Ikeleton  of  St.  Cle- 
ment is  here  clothed  in  gold,  and  extended 
upon  its  back  ;  the  fkull  bears  an  handfome 
tiara  :  the  whole  is  depofited  upon  velvet, 
and  inclofed  in  a  glafs  cafe.  This  grim 
figure,  in  its  fplendid  robes,  prefents  to  my 
eyes  a  very  difgufting  fpe£tacle. 

In  a  chapel  called,  "  La  Chapelle  des 
"  Morts,"  is  the  tomb  of  the  famous 
Marefchal  Laudohn.  The  medallion  of 
that  hero  is  elevated  upon  a  pyramid, 
formed  of  trumpets,  cannons,  and  all  the 
different  implements  of  war.  Various  parts 
of  this  monument  are  covered  with  repre- 
fentations  of  battles,  in  which  of  courfe  the 
enemy  is  defcribed  as  flying  before  the  Im^ 
perial  eagles.  Confonant  as  this  may  be  to 
the  truth  of  hiftory,  it  feems  not  to  find  its 
place   here.     The   laurels   of  peace   alone 

1 1  2  mould 
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{hould  adorn  the  marble,  which  records  the 
memory  of  the  dead — if  it  be  the  objedt  of 
thefe  public  honors,  to  excite  the  tear  of 
fenfibility,  or  to  draw  forth  the  benediction 
of  the  pious. 
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Vienna,  November  5,  1792. 

T  ATTENDED  divine  fervice  yefterday,  at 
the  church  of  the  Reformed,  and  was 
very  much  gratified  by  the  chafte  folemnity 
of  the  fcene.  The  congregation  was  nu- 
merous, and  there  was  this  peculiarity  in 
their  fervice,  that  they  chaunted  the  whole  of 
the  pfalms  without  any  accompaniment  from 
an  organ.  Madam  V- — — ,  who  is  a  protec- 
tant, wTas  my  conduclxefs.  In  returning  from 
this  church,  by  the  way  of  the  cathedral,  I 
obferved  upon  an  old  monument  an  epi- 
taph, whofe  quaintnefs  may  divert  you— 
The  author  is,  in  his  medallion,  faid  to  have 
been  "  Pnefe&us  Urbis." 

Excolui 
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Excolui  primum  mufas  et  Apollinis  artes, 
Ncmpe  fui  medicus  tuncque  poeta  fimul. 
Poftea  me  rebus  natum  majoribus  auxit 
Coefar,  et  ornavit  pnefidis  officio. 
Ilia  igitur  noftro  funt  verba  infcripta  fepulchro 
Unica,  vixi  olim,  Cufpinianus  eram. 
Hiftoriae  immenfa:  monumenta  eterna  reliqui, 
Vivus  in  his  femper  Cufpinianus  erit. 

I  fhall  give  you  a  tranflation,  of  about 

equal  merit. 

The  mufe's  firft  I  try'd  and  Galen's  art, 

And  jointly  played  the  bard's  and  doctor's  part. 

But  fated  to  fuftain  a  nobler  care, 

Great  Caefar  placed  me  in  the  prsefecTs  chair. 

Enough,  the  marble  fpeaks  that  {hall  proclaim 

In  fimple  lines  Cufpinianus*  name. 

The  reft  his  tomes  record,  and  till  they  rot, 

Cufpinianus  ne'er  (hall  be  forgot. 

My  calculations  of  this  morning  have  led 
me  to  decide  upon  a  fpeedy  departure  from 
this  place.  Upon  comparing  the  weight  of 
my  ducats,  with  the  extent  of  my  plans,  I 
felt  the  neceffity  of  withdrawing  myfelf  from 
this  capital ;  and,  as  my  advances  in  the 
language  have  put  me,  in  fome  meafure, 
upon  a  level  with  the  natives,  I  fhall  enter 
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with  more  confidence  upon  the  progrefs  of 
my  tour  through  this  interefting  country. 
There  is  a  term  in  ufe  at  Vienna,  from 
which,  without  an  extraordinary  fhare  of 
contrivance,  I  am  likely  to  experience  fome 
inconvenience.  This  term  is  "  Andenc- 
u  ken"  or,  as  they  vulgarly  ufe  it,  "  Anget- 
tencken" — and  indicates  %.fouvenir^  or  token 
of  remembrance.  All  with  whom  I  have 
any  fort  of  acquaintance,  upon  the  appre- 
henfion  of  my  quitting  Vienna,  have  put  in 
their  claim  for  an  "  Angedencken."  The 
variety  of  claimants  upon  this  principle, 
have  compelled  me  to  conclude  upon  a  fe- 
cret  emigration;  and  as  the  fervices,  of  my 
landlady  were  neceffary  for  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  this  enterprize,  I  have  presented 
her  with  a  little  German  volume,  and  an- 
nounced my  intention  of  eluding  the  reft. 

Prague  will  be  my  firft  ftage,  after  leaving 
Vienna ;  and  Berlin,  by  the  way  of  Dref- 
den  and  Leipfig,  will  be,  as  I  conje&ure, 
the  utmoft  limit  which  my  travelling 
finances,  affifted  by  the  moft  intrepid  ceco- 
7  nomy. 
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nomy,  will  admit.  The  communication 
between  Berlin  and  Hamburg  will  enable 
me  to  find  a  place  in  fome  veflel  bound  for 
England ;  and  then,  committing  myfelf  to 
the  mercy  of  the  waves,  and  the  care  of 
Providence,  I  mall  hope  to  revifit  that 
happy  ifland,  to  which,  every  companion 
I  have  yet  made,  has  increafed  my  attach- 
ment and  regard. 

Whether  I  may  experience  any,  or  what 
interruption  from  the  progrefs  of  the  French 
arms,  I  am  little  anxious  to  know ;  but 
their  extraordinary  fucceffes  along  the 
Rhine,  have  filled  the  coffee-houfes  with 
clamor,  and  predi&ions.  To-morrow  is  the 
day  on  which  the  weekly  waggon  fets  out 
for  Prague,  fo  that  I  am  at  this  moment 
preparing  the  neceffary  fteps  for  an  early 
and  unoblerved  departure. 
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Leipfig,  Nov.  13,  1792. 
T  have  moved  with  fome  degree  of  rapi- 
dity towards  this  place — the  very  ad- 
vanced ftate  of  the  feafon,  and  the  appre- 
hensions of  obftruction  from  fnows,  induced 
me  to  prefs  my  march.  In  my  laft  I  ap- 
prized you  of  my  intention  to  quit  Vienna. 
On  entering  the  office  to  take  my  place  for 
the  Prague  Wagen^  the  office-keeper  re- 
garded me  flernly;  and,  without  paying 
any  attention  to  my  requeft  of  regiflering 
my  name,  made  fome  remark,  whofe  fenfe 
I  did  not  comprehend.  He  quickly  ex- 
plained, directing  his  finger  to  my  head, 
and  declaring,  that  he  could  not  poffibly 
treat  with  me  till  I  had  taken  off  my  hat. 
To  authenticate  his  claim,  he  fhowed  me 
the  fovereign's  arms  over  the  door,  and  faid, 

that 
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that  he  atted  under  Imperial  authority.  I 
neither  made  oppofition,  nor  teftified  reluc- 
tance ;  but  fimply  alluring  him,  that  in  Eng- 
land thefe  things  were  indifferent,  finifhed 
my  treaty  hat  in  hand. 

Exclufive  of  the  conductor,  we  were  only 
three  in  number.     One  a  Pruffian,  native 
of  Berlin,  who  had  been  refident  in  Eng- 
land ;  the  other  an  Auftrian,  whofe  accent 
difcovered  him  not  to  be  an  inhabitant  of 
the  capital.     The  weather  was  clear,  yet 
tremendoufly  cold  ;  and  our  journey,  which 
was  of  three  days  and  nights  unintermitted, 
did  not  want  its  fatigues.     Bohemia  is  not 
a  wine  country.   Upon  paffing  the  frontiers 
of  Auftria,  beer  is  the  common  beverage; 
and,  if  I  may  judge  from  the  rigor  of  the 
natives,  the  qualities  of  this  beer  are  not 
below  its  general  reputation.     The  country 
abounds  in  game  :  our  track  bore  us  through 
fome  parts,  in  which  the  hares  on  either 
fide  of  the  road  were  innumerable.     At  a 
town  where  we  fupped,  within  fome  few 
pofts  of  Prague,   the  landlord  indulged  us 

with 
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with  the  choice  of  hares,  pheafants,  or  par- 
tridges. The  fhortnefs  of  our  time  decided 
us  for  the  latter,  and  he  dreffed  us  quickly 
two  brace  of  the  greateft  beauty  and  flavor. 
They  did  not  coft  us  more  than  fourteen 
pence  a  brace  in  Englifh  money.  The 
whole  face  of  Bohemia  is  mountainous ; 
thefe  mountains  are  faid  to  poflefs  great 
treafures.  Their  mines  are  various,  and 
invaluable ;  gems  and  metals  are  there 
found  in  great  numbers,  and  of  fuperior 
character. 

I  was  more  pleafed  with  the  Bohemian 
than  the  Auftrian  girls.  The  former  are, 
indeed,  lefs  fair,  yet  what  they  want  in 
complexion,  is  amply  fupplied  by  form, 
and  fafcinating  fimpllcity.  Their  features 
are  not  regular,  nor  are  their  countenances 
correal ;  yet  nature  has  given  them  charms, 
which  muft  be  felt,  though  they  cannot  al- 
ways be  defined.  Their  drefs  is  wild,  and 
not  ungraceful ;  and  their  general  appear- 
ance is,  in  a  high  degree,  prepoflefling. 

I  have 
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I  have  heard  it  reported,  that  the  Bohe- 
mians export  largely  the  feathers  of  their 
birds,  and  that  feather  beds  are  therefore 
very  fcarce  in  this  country.  Of  this  I  had 
little  opportunity  of  judging,  as,  between 
Monday  and  Friday  evening,  I  was  not  al- 
lowed to  prefs  the  couch,  or  feek  in  any  ho- 
rizontal pofture  the  bleffings  of  repofe. 
Though  our  carriage  was  by  far  the  bed 
German  vehicle  I  ever  faw,  yet  the  ponder- 
ous ftru&ure,  and  the  rouehnels  of  the 
road,  occafioned  perpetual  concuflions,  which 
effectually  prevented  the  enjoyment  of  con- 
tinued flumbers.  Other  interruptions  alfo 
occurred  of  a  no  lefs  provoking  defcription. 
At  the  end  of  every  flation  the  poftilion 
blows  his  horn,  and  ftriking  the  window, 
demands  of  each  paflenger  his  fee.  The 
irritation  excited  by  fo  unfeafonable  a  de- 
mand, the  buttle  neceffary  to  difcover  the 
purfe,  and  count,  the  fols,  baniflied  com- 
pletely all  propenfity  to  fleep.  Ere  fuch 
propenfities  can  be  re-acquired,  another 
clamorous  poftilion   is  preparing  to   blow 

his 
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his  horn,  and  dazzle  your  half-clofed  eyes 
with  the  flames  of  his  lanthorn. 
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/-TpHE  fpirit  of  a  traveller  fhould  be  fortU 
fied  with  much  philofophy,  and  that 
philofophy  fhould  be  of  a  caft  to  counteract 
the  influence  of  minute  provocations.  That 
final!  portion  which  I  poflefs  is  ufually  ex- 
haufted,  before  I  have  been  dragged  through 
all  the  ceremonies  of  entering  a  new  town. 
Upon  arriving  before  the  gates  of  Prague, 
guards  as  ufual  arreft  our  progrefs,  demand 
our  names,  characters,  occupations,  hotel, 
&c.  which  are  feverally  regiftered  ;  a  gre- 
nadier then  enters  the  waggon,  and  accom- 
panies us  to  the  cuftom-houfe.  Here  we 
are  transferred  from  military  fcrutiny  to 
civil  inquifition  :  we  are.  conducted  into  a 
warehoufe,  confined  to  a  few  fquare  feet 
over  whofe  boundaries  we  ftep  at  our  peril ; 
and,   fatigued  with    a   painful  journey  of 

eighty 
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eighty  hours,  we  muft  continue  upon  our 
legs,  till  the  different  articles  of  our  luggage 
are  minutely  explored,  and  the  excifeman  is 
at  leifure  to  catechife  us.  An  Englifhman, 
who  has  fo  few  inconveniences  to  encounter 
in  his  own  country,  is  not  quickly  difci- 
plined  to  inquifitorial  infolence.  Fortu- 
nately, however,  for  the  improvement  of 
his  temper,  leffons  fucceed  each  other  fo  ra- 
pidly, that  if  his  natural  irritability  be  not 
invincible,  a  courfe  of  travelling  muft  effedl 
his  cure. 

Prague  is  a  town  of  great  antiquity,  and 
the  general  afpe£t  of  it  bears  the  traces  of 
remote  times.  The  bridge  which  connects 
the  two  divifions,  makes  a  noble  figure. 
It  is,  indeed,  crowded  with  cumberous 
groupes  of  fculpture,  which,  though  to- 
tallytat  variance  with  tafte  and  proportion, 
give  an  air  of  magnificence  to  the  whole. 
The  fituation  of  the  town  is  delicious,  and 
muft  afford  in  the  gay  feafon  of  the  year 
many  pidurefque  fcenes.  Some  parts  of 
the  New  Town  are  conftru&ed  upon  the  de- 
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clivities  of  thofe  hills  which  flank  the  city, 
and  command  a  profped  of  vaft  extent. 
The  cold  was  exceffive,  yet  confidered  by 
the  inhabitants  as  temperate.  I  exprefTed 
my  fenfations  at  the  rigors  of  the  winter — 
They  deem  themfelves  as  yet  but  in  the 
veftibule  ;  and  wave  their  complaints,  till 
half  the  town  {hall  be  buried  in  fnow.  The 
Molda,  which  is  the  river  that  wafhes  this 
capital,  is  either  not  very  confiderable,  or 
was  at  the  time  I  faw  it  much  below  its  or- 
dinary level. 

Hiftorians  and  travellers  have  minutely 
traced  all  the  beauties  of  this  celebrated 
city  ;  and  its  military  and  religious  viciffi- 
tudes  are  too  notorious  to  need  recapitu- 
lation* I  could  not  help  cafting  an  eye  of 
refledion,  as  I  fauntered  among  its  battle- 
ments, upon  the  deftru&ive  fieges  this  place 
has  experienced,  and  the  blood  that  has 
been  fhed  before  its  walls.  Yet  the  events 
of  war  are  eclipfed  by  the  brilliant  exam- 
ples of  fcience  and  religion,  which  adorn 
the  early  hiftory  of  this  capital.     Foremoft 

in 
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in  the  ranks  of  religious  enquiry,  Prague 
exhibited  to  the  world  an  early  fchool  of 
reformed  theology  ;  and  added  to  the  rolls 
of  martyrdom,  two  of  the  firft  victims 
of  papal  intolerance  and  religious  perfe- 
ction. How  melancholy  to  reflect,  that 
the  war  mould  have  found  an  ally  in  re- 
ligion !  that  the  diforders  of  mankind 
mould  have  been  aggravated,  by  what 
was  defigned  as  their  cure  :  and  that  the 
bonds  of  civil  fociety  mould  have  been  dit 
folved  by  thofe  very  means,  which  were 
deviled  to  cement  their  union,  and  perpe- 
tuate their  exiftence  !  If  ever  a  momentary 
pang  could  enter  celeftial  bofoms,  it  would 
furely  be,  when  the  facred  name  of  religion 
is  proftituted  to  the  purpoies  of  cruelty,  and 
the  fv.ord  of  perfecution  is  employed  to 
fubvert  the  inviolable  rights  of  conference. 

LETTER     CLXXXIII. 

passed    but   two   days   at   Prague,  and 
yet  am  pretending  to  judge  of  the  peo- 
ple.    You  may  allow  what  degree  of  cre- 
dit 
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dit  you  think  proper  to  my  teftimony,  I 
fhall  not  be  deterred  from  delivering  my 
fentiments  by  your  deficiency  of  faith.  I 
had  conceived,  I  know  not  why,  fome- 
thing  barbarous  and  unfavourable  in  the 
Bohemians,  This  prejudice  was  quickly 
done  away  by  converfation  with  the  natives 
in  my  way  to  Prague.  In  the  capital  I 
was  introduced  to  a  family  of  fome  con- 
federation, from  whofe  hofpitality  and  man- 
ners I  inferred  very  advantageoufly  of  this 
people.  Had  it  been  within  the  nature  of 
my  plan  to  allow  more  time  to  this  place, 
I  had  every  profpecl:  of  an  agreeable  refi- 
dence  through  the  good  offices  of  this 
family. 

The  Pruffian,  whom  I  have  before  men- 
tioned as  my  fellow-traveller  in  the  pod- 
waggon,  agreed  to  join  me  in  the  route  I 
propofed  to  take,  as  it  coincides  nearly  with 
his  own.  By  his  mediation  I  drank  Tokai 
with  the  citizens  of  Prague,  and  talked  po- 
litics with  their  wives — French  politics  I 
mean,  which  have  fet  the  whole  world  at 

variance, 
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variance,  and  which  here  infufe  themfelves 
into  ail  the  channels  of  converfation.  Six 
regiments  are  fhortly  to  march  from  Prague 
to  join  the  combined  forces.  Thefe  are  men 
of  noble  ftature  and  fine  military  figure ; 
the  greater  part  of  whom  will  probably  never 
fee  their  native  foil  again.  "  And  for  wThom 
"  this  facrifice  ?"  faid  the  lady  who  reported 
it,  and  who  had  a  near  relation  of  the 
number,  "  for  a  fett  of  fugitives  who  have 
"  ruined  their  country,  and  whofe  crimes 
"  have  provoked  the  vengeance  which  pur- 
"  fues  them.,,  War  is  doubtlefs  a  calamity 
under  all  its  circumftances,  and  patriotifm  is 
the  fole  ground  which  can  reconcile  its  hor- 
rors to  a  feeling  mind. 

The  Bohemian  language  has  a  barbarous 
found,  and  differs  very  widely  from  the 
German  ;  it  is  the  Sclavonic  dialed:.  The 
German  is  however  very  much  fpoken  here, 
and  the  name  of  every  ftreet  is  announced 
at  its  entrance  in  both  languages.  The  inn 
called  the  Bath  is  remarkably  good.  The 
beef  here  was  without  exception  the  fineft 

vol,  n.  kk  I  ever 
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I  ever  met  with  ;  and,  if  I  might  judge  of 
the  country  at  large,  from  the  fpecimeris 
which  this  town  afforded,  provifions  are 
excellent  and  abundant.  Myfelf  and  the 
Pruflian  having  come  to  an  agreement  to 
travel  together,  we  determined  upon  em- 
ploying what  is  here  called  the  extra  poft, 
in  which  cafe  we  ihould  be  more  at  our 
own  direction,  and  move  on  with  lefs  te- 
dioufnefs  and  fatigue.  By  a  fort  of  con- 
trad:  entered  into  between  us,  our  travelling 
finances  were  united  ;  and  the  refpedtability 
of  my  companion's  connections  at  Prague 
induce  me  to  believe  that  this  accidental 
engagement  will  not  want  its  advantages. 
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"IT  was  little  more  than  two  o'clock  on  the 

Sunday  morning  when  we  were   rouzed 

by  the  horn  of  the  poftilion  .whom  we  had 

engaged  the  over- night.     Our  baggage  was 

toon 


LETTER    CLXXXIV.  499 

foon  fattened  on,  and  ourfelves  feated.  The 
morning  was  extremely  dark,  but  the  pofti- 
lion  flogged  through  the  ftreets  as  though 
the  town  had  been  fully  illuminated.  When 
arrived  at  the  gates,  a  grenadier  centinel 
Hopped  us,  and  demanded  our  bill  of  the 
night.  This,  from  advice  obtained  the  pre- 
ceding day,  we  had  procured  from  the  Mu- 
nicipality^ and  this  fecured  us  the  opening 
of  the  gates.  At  the  end  of  the  firft  ftation 
the  day  began  to  break,  and  I  had  an  op- 
portunity of  obferving,  what  I  had  been 
before  curious  to  examine,  the  ftruclure  of 
our  carriage. 

A  long  narrow  bafket  forms  the  body  of 
this  machine,  and  this  is  fattened,  by  wood 
and  iron,  upon  four  wheels.  In  about  the 
«iiddle  of  this  bafket  is  a  feat,  and  the  lug- 
gage is  distributed  before  and  behind.  They 
carried  us  with  two  horfes,  the  poftilion 
driving  from  a  little  box.  As  the  price  of 
the  poft  is  fixed,  there  is  no  difficulty  at- 
tending the  payment.  The  fame  cannot 
be  faid  of  that  fee  which  the  poft-boy  re- 

K  K  z  quires, 
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quires,  and  which  is  called  trhik-geli^  of 
drink-money.  This,  though  fixed  by  the 
fame  tariffe  that  determines  the  price  of 
poft-horfes,  only  decides,  in  the  opinion  of 
thefe  extortioners,  how  little  you  fhall  not 
give  them.  The  pay  fixed  for  thefe  harpies 
Is  feventeen  kreutzers  each  poll.  We  tried 
at  firft  to  acquire  the  reputation  of  fome 
liberality  by  a  moderate  addition  to  this 
fum,  but  were  defeated  in  our  expectations 
of  giving  fatisfa&ion.  We  therefore  fixed 
our  plan  to  rife  no  higher  than  twenty-four 
kreutzers,  except  on  particular  occafions  ; 

i 

and  ive  fucceeded  at  leaft  as  well  by  fuch 
ceconomy,  as  we  had  before  done  by  a  more 
liberal  allowance.  The  whole  diftance  be- 
tween Prague  and  Drefden  is  eighteen  Ger- 
man miles,  making  near  one  hundred  Eng- 
lifh.  We  could  not  with  all  our  diligence 
make  more  than  fourteen  the  firft  day, 
though  we  were  near  nineteen  hours  on  the 
road,  and  fcarcely  made  any  ftoppage  by  the 
way.  The  country  through  which  we  pafied 
tyas  of  no  particular  beauty,  and  the  towns 

but 
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but  of  an  ordinary  caft*  As  we  approached 
Saxony  the  country  improved ;  and  we 
coafted  along  fome  formidable  mountains 
till  we  arrived  by  the  clofe  of  day  at  the 
poft-houfe  from  which  we  were  to  make 
our  laft  ftation.  It  was  near  fix  o'clock 
before  we  could  get  a  relay  of  horfes.  The 
ftage  proved  a  very  perilous  one,  and 
nothing  but  our  ignorance  of  its  dangers 
could  excufe  the  undertaking  it  at  fo  late 
an  hour. 

Our  poftilion  mounted  in  a  very  fullen 
humour,  and  exprefled  his  paffion  by  crack- 
ing his  whip  outrageoufly  as  he  left  the 
town.  It  foon  began  to  grow  extremely 
dark,  and  neither  myfelf  nor  my  comrade 
could  difcern  what  track  we  were  purfuing. 
We  found  ourfelves  beginning  to  afcend, 
and  could  hear  befide  us  the  rufhing  of 
water.  As  we  were  thus  mounting,  the 
poftilion  blew  his  horn  :  this  was  returned 
by  another,  who  was  defcending;  and  how 
we  feverally  paffed  is  ftill  to  me  a  fecr^f. 
The  night  continued  to  darken,  and  a  fog 
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came  on,  which  feemed  deftined  to  aggra* 
vate  our  embarrafiment.  The  poftilion 
now  difmounted,  and  after  proceeding  fome 
time  on  foot,  afTured  us  that  if  the  darknefs 
continued  he  fhould  not  be  able  to  find  his 
way ;  that  there  were  yet  two  mountains 
to  pafs,  the  fecond  of  which  was  very  la- 
borious, and  after  this  mountain  a  very  ex-» 
tenfive  wood,  Thunderftruck  with  this 
intelligence,  we  could  only  recommend  him 
to  ufe  his  beft  endeavours  to  keep  the  track 
and  proceed.  Having  pafied  the  firft  moun- 
tain, and  being  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the 
mod  formidable,  our  poftilion  acquainted 
us,  that  in  a  hut  at  fome  few  yards  diftance 
he  fhould  be  able  to  procure  a  lanthorn, 
and  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  proceed 
without  it.  We  embraced  the  propofal 
with  readinefs,  and  he  fhortly  returned,  ac- 
companied by  a  man  who  bore  a  lanthorn 
before  us  the  reft  of  the  way.  We  faw 
by  the  help  of  this  light  the  dangers  of 
which  the  poftilion  had  given  but  a  juft 

reprefentation ;    for   a   more    tremendous 

tracis 
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track  was  never  paffed  by  night.  The  road 
was  cut  out  of  the  rock  ;  great  mafies  of 
flone  ftrewed  the  path  by  which  we  afcend- 
ed ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  without  this 
light  we  muft  have  perifhed  in  the  at- 
tempt. 

After  conquering  this  mountain,  we 
entered  upon  the  wood  of  Peterfwalda; 
through  the  denfe  and  dark  coverts  of 
which  our  light  difcovered  a  track,  crofled 
by  a  thoufand  others.  As  thefe  receffes  are 
not  unfrequently  the  afylum  of  robbers,  we 
wifhed  ourfelves  well  through  it.  A  fword 
a-piece  was  all  the  arms  our  magazine  af- 
forded. We  covenanted  to  ufe  them  in 
each  other's  defence ;  but  unfortunately  for 
our  prowefs  no  enemy  appeared.  We 
quitted  the  wood  by  ten  o'clock  in  peaceful 
triumph,  and  fheathed  our  ufelefs  arms  in 
the  poft-town  of  Peterfwalda, 
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ur  fituation,  on  arriving  at  the  poft- 
houfe,  was  not  very  enviable.  All  the 
weary  world  was  retired  to  fleep  in  this 
hamlet,  and  no  light  was  to  be  feen.  The 
found  of  the  horn  brought  out  a  pofl-boy, 
who  took  charge  of  the  horfes,  whilft  we 
endeavoured  to  rouze  fome  of  the  people  of 
the  houfe.  When  we  entered,  we  found 
neither  light  nor  fire.  After  paRing  fo 
many  hours  in  an  open  carriage,  we  were 
however  ftrongly  difpofed  to  folicit  feme 
refreshment.  At  length  an  old  woman  came 
to  our  affiftance,  holding  a  lath  lighted  at 
one  end,  which,  according  to  the  ufual 
mode  of  illuminating  thefe  miferable  man- 
fions,  (he  fluck  into  the  wall  obliquely. 
After  ccnfiderable  waiting,  we  were  at 
length  ferved  with  the  remains  of  a  hare9 
whichj  whether  from  its  real  excellence  or 

from 
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from  our  necefiities,  appeared  to  have  au 
exquifite  flavor. 

Having  difpofed  of  the  fmall  portion  of 
hare  which  our  hoftefs  had  procured  us,  we 
flept  till  five  o'clock  of  the  following  morn- 
ing, when  we  re-commenced  our  journey, 
in  the  firfl  ftation  of  which  we  crofled  the; 
boundaries  of  Saxony  and  Bohemia.     One 
difadvantage  of  our  change  of  country  was 
the  addition  of  half  a  florin  perflation  to  the 
pofting  ;  a  proportionate  increafe  was  made 
in  the  poftilion's  demand.     The  road  pur- 
fued  a  track  along  the  left  bank  of  the  Elbe, 
and  the  approach  to  Drefden  was  not  un- 
worthy the   elegance  of  this   city.      Our 
names  and  profeffions  were,  as  ufual,  de- 
manded upon  entering  the  town ;  and,  as 
we  had  croffed  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia, 
a  vifit  from  the  cuftom-houfe  was  the  firfl 
falute  with  which  we  were  welcomed  at 
our  arrival  in  Saxony. 

Dresden  is  a  beautiful  town,  compofed 
of  houfes  extremely  well  built,  and  pof- 

feffing 
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feffing  in  general  an  air  of  magnificence. 
The  cathedral  is  a  majeftic  edifice,  and  the 
bridge  of  ftone  thrown  over  the  Elbe  con- 
tributes greatly  to  the  ornament  and  con- 
venience of  the  town.  The  public  build- 
ings are  noble,  and  the  Gallery  yields  to  no 
repofitory  of  the  fine  arts  in  Europe.  Tra- 
vellers have  detailed  the  various  treafures 
that  compofe  this  vafl:  mufeum  ;  and,  as 
the  world  is  in  poffeflion  of  defcriptions 
the  moft  accurate  of  its  curiofities,  it  would 

be  fuperfluous  in  me  to  add  to  the  eulo- 
giums  it  has  already  received.  I  could 
throw  no  new  light  on  its  antiques,  nor 
detecS  any  new  beauties  in  its  more  recent 
monuments — for  I  did  not  fee  it ;  Circum- 
ftances,  which  I  need  not  particularize,  in- 
terpofing  between  me  and  my  wifhes,  I  left 
Drefden  without  this  gratification.  The 
landlord  where  we  lodged  was  one  of  thofe 
inconvenient  men  who,  fpeaking  fome  Eng- 
lish, and  afFe&ing  much  civility,  gave  us  a 
very  confiderable   fhare   of  his  company. 
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He  had  ferved  in  America,  which  he  re- 
garded, in  connection  with  his  broken  Eng- 
lish, as  a  fufficient  claim  to  notice. 

There  is  a  very  neat  theatre  at  Drefden, 
but  the  performers  were  very  much  below* 
mediocrity.  The  Elector  and  his  confort  at- 
tended the  evening  I  was  there,  and  I  could 
not  help  remarking  the  etiquette  that  was 
pbferved  by  all  prefent.  Thefe  perfonages 
occupied  the  ftage-box,  and  drank  coffee,  as 
}t  appeared,  for  the  amufement  of  the  fpec- 
tators,  who  watched  and  obeyed  their  mo- 
tions with  great  precifion.  At  the  clofe  of 
each  a£l  all  the  company  rofe,  and  con- 
tinued ftanding  with  the  mofl  perfect  de- 
corum till  the  next  commenced.  This  was 
a  ceremony  I  had  never  yet  feen  practifed; 
and  I  could  not  help  contrafting  the  de- 
ference here  paid  to  the  Elector  and  his 
confort,  with  the  flight  notice  taken  of  the 
Emperor  and  Emprefs  in  the  theatre  at 
Vienna.  The  women  of  Drefden  are  very 
fair.  I  faw  more  pleafing  countenances 
^luring  the  time  I  pafied  in  that  city  than  in 

14  any 
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any  town  where  I  have  lately  refuted.  There 
is  a  degree  of  elegance  in  their  form  and 
their  phyfiognomies  which  is  not  often 
equalled.  In  returning  from  the  theatre  I 
was  aftonilhed  to  meet  in  the  public  ftreets 
fuch  numbers  of  the  Cytherean  train.  How- 
ever the  ftri£t  obligations  of  virtue  may  be 
difregarded  by  thefe  charming  females,  the 
Jaws  of  decorum  appeared  to  fuffer  no  re- 
laxation. Our  landlord  to-day  held  forth, 
at  the  wane  of  the  evening,  very  warmly 
on  continental  politics.  He  talked  of  troops 
which  were  to  march  from  Drefden  againft 
the  French,  whofe  fucceffes  had  occafioned 
no  fmall  alarm  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
He  ftated  very  fully  the  anxiety  which  was 
excited  by  the  late  propofal  to  raife  the 
Eledor  to  the  throne  of  Poland.  As  he 
had  all  thefe  topics  in  a  certain  chain,  he 
fufFered  no  reply  to  interrupt  him  till  he 
had  finifhed.  A  little  Hungarian  wine 
brought  out  the  fecret  of  his  heart,  when 
difcourfing  on  French  politics;  and  he  clofed 
his  harangue  by  protefting,  that  though  a 
4  faithful 
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faithful  fervant  of  his  own  government,  he 
Ihould  be  unwilling  to  bear  arms  againft 
the  gallant  defenders  of  a  better  conftitu- 
tion. 


LETTER    CLXXXVI. 


TWAS    diftreffed   at   the    neceffity   which 
bounded  my  ftay  at  Drefden  to  one  day; 
but  the  compafs  pointed  to  Leipfig,  and  by 
four  o'clock  of  the  following  morning  we 
prepared  to  quit  this  charming  town.     Our 
firft  ftage  was  run  over  with  great  rapidity, 
as  road  and  horfes  were  excellent.     In  ge- 
neral the  road  continued  good  to  Leipfig, 
and  we  found  no  part  indifferent  but  the 
concluding  ftage.     The  greater  part  of  the 
road  ran  along  the  fhelving  declivities  which 
Inclofe  the  valley.     The  Elbe  flows  for  a 
confiderable-  part  of  the  way  parallel  with 
it ;  and  in  the  gay  feafon  no  beauty  can  be 

wanting 
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wanting   to   render  thefe   landfcapes   pid«* 
turefque  and  pleafing. 

I  found  Leipfig  a  very  plain  town,  but 
compact.  To  judge  from  fhort  and  general 
obfervation,  it  is  chiefly  compofed  of  flu- 
dents,  mechanics,  and  bookfellers.  Of  the 
firft  there  are  eftimated  from  fourteen  to 
lixteen  hundred.  The  town  has  little  to 
claim  on  the  fcore  of  vivacity,  as  the  ftreets 
want  not  only  the  elegance  of  fafhion,  but 
the  activity  of  trade.  The  population  is 
faid  to  exceed  thirty  thoufand.  Here,  as  at 
Vienna,  the  houfes  are  built  upon  fo  large 
a  fcale,  that  they  contain,  in  many  inftances, 
from  twenty  to  thirty  families.  The  Uni- 
verfity  is  formed  of  a  fet  of  very  ancient 
buildings,  occupying  a  very  contracted 
fpace,  and  by  no  means  ornamental  to  the 
town.  The  church  of  the  Nicolaiques  is  a 
very  elegant  edifice,  and  the  only  one  of  the 
kind  that  merits  attention.  It  is  not  yet 
completely  finifhed  in  its  interior.  Its  de- 
corations are  perfe&ly  expreffive  of  that 
dignified  fimplicity  which  fhould  charac- 
terize 
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terize  a  chriftian  temple.  There  is  a  prome- 
nade without  the  walls  which  encircles  the 
whole  town.  Parts  of  this  promenade  aredif- 
poled  with  na  fmall  tafte,  and  the  whole  is 
agreeably  arranged  for  the  purpofes  to 
which  it  pretends. 

Upon  the  whole,  Leipfig  has  little  to  ex- 
hibit to  a  traveller  who  makes  a  tranfient 
vifit,  and  who  feeks  to  be  gratified  with 
pompous  curiofities.  The  great  ornaments 
of  Leipfig  are  to  be  found  in  the  characters 
which  iflue  from  its  University,  and  the 
productions  of  its  prefs.  The  manners  of 
the  inhabitants  cannot  be  fairly  judged  of 
by  a  rapid  furvey.  They  have  the  repu- 
tation of  being  fuch  as  a  traveller  would 
wifh  to  find  the  manners  of  thofe  with 
whom  he  is  to  pafs  a  great  portion  of  his 
time.  I  have  converfed  with  fome  perfons 
of  credit  in  the  place,  and,  from  all  that  I 
can  collect,  in  no  town  is  fociety  more  com- 
pact, or  upon  a  more  eafy  footing.  The 
inhabitants  appear  to  want  none  of  the 
Ggremens   of  focial   life.      Intercourfe   the 

moft 
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moft  familiar,  and  hofpitality  the  moft  libe- 
ral, are  faid  to  prevail  amongft  them.  In 
addition  to  thefe,  all  the  advantages  which 
books  and  the  converfe  of  literary  men  can 
contribute*  abound.  If  thefe  circumftances 
be  fairly  confidered,  few  towns  can  afford  a 
better  afylura  ' to  the  man  whofe  tafte  can 
be  amufed  by  rational  fociety,  and  whofe 
defires  can  be  gratified  by  moderate  plea- 
fures* 

LETTER     CLXXXVII. 

Berlin,  Nov.  16,  1792. 

J-pHE  Table  d'Hote  at  Leipfig  was  very 
well  attended,  and  exhibited  a  variety 
of  company.  I  was  aflonifhed  at  the  free 
difcuffion  of  political  topics  which  I  there 
iieard;  fubje&s  wrhich  involved  the  moft 
dangerous  queftions,  were  treated  with  a 
boldnefs,  which  convinced  me,  that  the  evils 
complained  of  by  fome  as  exifting  in  this 
government  were  little  injurious  to  the  ge- 
neral liberty.  The  privilege  of  being  dis- 
contented 
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contented  is  found  in  all  ftates;  but  the 
privilege  of  difcufling  thofe  difcontents 
without  control,  can  only  exift  under  a 
government  of  fome  virtue.  It  always 
fuppofes  a  degree  of  confequence  in  the 
people,  which  a  perfect  tyranny  never 
allows. 

Leipfig,  to  be  known,  claims  a  longer 
refidence  than  the  limits  of  my  plan  would 
.allow  me  to  make.  I  therefore  took  a 
hafty  furvey  of  its  feveral  parts ;  and  re- 
folved  upon  quitting  it  on  the  clofe  of  the 
fccond  day.  We  entered  our  carriage  in 
the  afternoon,  and  paffed  over  a  very  fandy 
road,  four  German  miles. 

When  arrived  at  the  poft-town,  we  con- 
fulted  the  poftilion  upon  the  propriety  of 
continuing  our  route,  who  aflfured  us,  that 
the  next  four  miles  were  entirely  through 
woods,  and  that  the  road  was  uniformly 
bad.  As  we  had  already  made  experiment 
in  this  way  through  the  wood  of  Peterf- 
walda,  we  were  prepared  to  ettimate  the  in- 
convenience of  entering  upon  a  wood  by 

vol.  11.  L  L  night. 
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night.     We  yielded,  therefore,  to  the  rea- 
foning  of  the  poftilion,and  pafled  the  night 
at   Tuben.     The  next    morning,  between 
five  and  fix  o'clock,  we  renewed  our  jour- 
ney,  and    entered  the  wood    before  day- 
break.    We  were  convinced  of  our  pru- 
dence in  declining  to  purfue  our  journey  by 
night,  as  the  roads  were  extremely  bad,  and 
full  of  dangerous  inequalities.     As  the  poft- 
mafter  had  no  wagen,  he  gave  us  a  calafh, 
which  is  a  fmall  four-wheel  chaife  upon  a 
perch.     We  had  fcarcely  made  a  third  of 
our  ftation,  when  this  perch  fuddenly  fnap- 
ped  in  two,  and  brought  us  to  the  ground. 
Our  fhouts  arretted  the  poftilion,  and  we 
fortunately  were  delivered  from  this  wretch- 
ed machine,  without  receiving  any  damage. 
Our  fituation  was  ftiil  very  embarraffing. 
We  were  now  in  the  middle  of  a  wood,  at 
the  diftance  of  more  than  a  league  from  any 
inhabited  fpot,  with   a  carriage  fo  entirely 
Shattered,  that  it  appeared  impoflible  to  re- 
pair it  fufficicntly   for  the  journey.     We 
debated  with  the  poftilion  for  fome  time, 
7  upon 
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upon  the  beft  means  of  remedying  this  dif- 
after. 

It  was  difficult  at  the  outfet,  to  reftore 
the  enraged  driver  to  any  tolerable  temper. 
He  curfed  the  broken  calafh  by  his  gods,  he 
gave  it  to  the  furies,  and  deftru&ion.  When 
he  grew  weary,  he  recommended  us  to 
watch  the  horfes  and  the  property,  while  he 
went  in  queft  of  fome  affiftance.  The  cold 
was  exceffive,  and  we  were  left  to  experi- 
ence all  its  rigour,  till,  in  the  courfe  of  an 
hour,  we  eyed  him  afar  off,  returning  with 
the  ftem  of  a  fir-tree,  which  the  accidental 
rencounter  of  a  woodman  had  enabled  him 
to  fell.  All  hands  were  now  employed  to 
raife  the  machine,  and  infert  the  ftem  of  the 
fir-tree.  This  being  at  length  effected  by 
chaining  and  tying  it  to  the  remains  of  the 
fractured  perch,  we  remounted  our  calafh, 
and  were  dragged  gently  along  in  this  man- 
ner to  the  next  poft-town.  Though  the 
morning  had  opened  fine,  yet  fhortly  the 
clouds  collected,  and  a  ftorm  of  very  cold 
and  violent  rain  blew  upon  us.     We  wrere 

LL  2  nearly 
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nearly  torpid  when  we  entered  the  poll- 
town.  Fortunately  a  mefs  of  officers 
were  juft  fet  down  to  dinner,  and  we  were 
admitted  to  a  portion  of  what  the  table  pro- 
duced. 

From  this  place  we  proceeded  in  our  old 
fpecies  of  carriage,  and  were  aflailed  by 
wind  and  rain,  againfl  which  our  unco- 
vered vehicle  afforded  no  fhelter.  This 
ftation,  which  was  alfo  of  four  miles, 
brought  us  upon  the  Pruflian  territory.  A 
Pruffian  centinel  accompanied  us,  upon  en- 
tering, to  the  poft-houfe,  where  in  his  pre- 
fence  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms  made  due 
inveftigation  of  our  luggage.  My  great 
obje£t  had  been  to  reach  Potzdam  this  day  ; 
but  the  accident  of  the  morning  had  ren- 
dered this  impracticable  without  confider- 
able  danger.  We  entered,  however,  upon, 
and  aqcomplifhed  another  ftation.  At  the 
boundary  of  this,  the  rain  fell  with  great 
violence,  and  we  were  within  an  hour  of 
midnight.     It   was  refolved,  therefore,  to 

reft  at  the  poft-houfe  the  remaining  hours 

of 
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of  the  night.  Rifing  with  the  firft  light  of 
the  morning,  we  entered  upon  the  road  to 
Potzdam.  The  fands  over  which  we  had 
to  pafs  afforded  fo  great  obftrucYion,  that  it 
was  not  till  eight  o'clock  that  we  arrived 
before  the  gates  of  this  city. 


LETTER    CLXXXVIII. 


^HE  expence  of  travelling  poft  increafed 
in  a  kind  of  arithmetic  progreffion 
through  the  feveral  countries  of  Auftria-, 
Saxony,  and  Pruflia,  I  have  before  men- 
tioned the  addition  of  price  which  took 
place,  upon  paffing  from  the  Emperor's  do- 
minions to  thofe  of  the  Elector  of  Saxony. 
Another  increafe  has  now  been  made,  and 
the  reckoning  at  the  end  of  each  ftation, 
confiding  of  the  different  charges  for  the 
horfes,  and  wages  of  the  wagen-mafter,  the 
fchmeer-gelt,  or  greafe  for  the  wheels,  and 

L  L  3  trink- 
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trink-gelt,  or  poftilion's  bounty  money,  is  not 
a  little  complicate.  Potzdam  is  a  very  hand- 
fome  town,  and  bears  the  marks  of  a  mo- 
narchical refidence.  This  it  no  longer  is  ; 
the  prefent  king's  attachment  to  Charlotten- 
burg  has  totally  fupplanted  the  importance 
of  that  city,  which  was  the  production  and 
the  idol  of  Frederic  the  Second.  The  flreets 
of  this  city  are  in  general  very  wide,  and 
the  public  buildings  and  fquares  have  an  air 
of  magnificence.  But  my  curiofity  flew 
from  palaces  and  edifices  of  public  fplendor, 
to  the  dignified  retreat  of  this  king  and  phi- 
lofopher. 

At  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  city, 
flands  the  manfion  of  Sans-Souci,  built  by 
this  firft  of  kings  and  of  heroes.  In  the 
grounds  contiguous  to  the  building,  are  dif- 
pofed  fome  ftatues  of  no  fuperior  fculpture. 
The  bufts  of  the  twelve  Cafars  are  arranged 
at  the  two  wings,  and  in  one  angle  of  this  ter- 
race, the  remains  of  fome  favorite  dogs 
are  honored  by  flat  fepulchral  ftones,  which 
;rye   their  names.      There   is  a  very 

fplendid 
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fplendid  alcove,  upon  entering  the  grounds, 
which  favours  more  of  the  king  than  the 
philofopher.  Upon  entering  the  houfe,  we 
were  ufhered  into  a  very  handfome  hall,  and 
paHed  from  thence  into  a  dining  parlor.  I 
ftiall  not  particularize  the  feveral  apart- 
ments which  compofe  this  elegant,  though 
contracted,  refidence.  The  chambers  in 
the  left  wing,  were  thofe  principally  occu- 
pied by  the  late  king  ;  thofe  which  compofe 
the  right,  were  for  the  moft  part  devoted  to 
his  guefts.  His  own  particular  chamber  is 
very  neat,  decorated  with  very  fimple  orna- 
ments, and  hung  with  fome  pictures  by  the 
beft  matters.  Two  mufic-ttands  are  here 
preferved,  of  which  he  made  great  ufe,  as 
he  had  a  very  paffionate  attachment  to 
mufic,  and  was  efteemed  to  blow  the  flute  in 
a  very  mafterly  ftyle.  His  ftudy  is  fmall, 
but  remarkably  pleafant :  the  windows  open 
upon  the  grounds  in  different  afpedls,  and 
command  very  delicious  and  varied  pro- 
fpe&s.  Thefe  were  the  apartments  that 
chiefly  fixed  my  attention.     Independent  of 

L  i<  4  thq 
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the  principal  building,  there  is  a  fmaller9 
detached  by  a  confiderable  interval.  This 
contains  two  very  fuperb  faloons,  in  the 
mod  magnificent  of  which  the  monarch 
ufed  to  dine  with  his  officers  upon  review 
days.  The  whole  of  Sans-Souci  forms  un- 
doubtedly a  very  handfome  refidence,  yet 
derives  its  principal  value,  from  the  recol-? 
lection  of  the  monarch  who  built  and  in- 
habited it ; — a  monarch  who  united  in  an 
eminent  degree  the  higheft  qualities  of  the 
philofopher  and  the  hero,  and  who  en- 
twined with  the  laurels  of  war  the  flowers 
of  ParnafTus.  I  could  not  help  regarding 
with  filent  admiration  the  abode,  within 
whofe  walls  were  planned  fyftems  of  legis- 
lation and  fchemes  of  policy;  where  the 
ftudies  of  the  ftatefman  were  combined 
with  the  vifions  of  the  poet ;  and  the  coun- 
cils of  war  with  the  fpeculations  of  philo- 
fophy. 

I  went  at  eleven  o'clock  on  the   parade* 

Here  the  military  are  exercifed  every  day, 

and    they   performed   all    their  evolutions 

3  with, 
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with  an  addrefs,  which  marked  the  moft  ex- 
cellent diicipline — the  refult  of  the  heroifm, 
the  firmnefs,  and  the  military  paflion  of 
Frederic  the  Great.  After  the  parade,  I  was 
defirous  to  make  for  Berlin,  as  it  was  not 
my  intention  to  vifit  any  of  thofe  buildings 
which  ufually  attract,  and,  where  circum- 
stances favor,  may  fufficiently  merit  the 
attention  of  travellers.  A  public  carriage 
called  the  Journaliere,  was  about  to  fet  off. 
We  therefore  paid  our  fare,  which  was  ex- 
tremely reafonable,  and  arrived  here  before 
the  clofe  of  day.  The  road  was  admirable, 
and  the  laft  half  of  the  Stage  fuperior  to  any 
I  ever  faw.  I  could  not  help  agonising  at 
being  told,  that  a  considerable  part  of  the 
troops  I  had  feen  exercifed  were  ordered  to 
march  againft  France.  The  flower  of  them 
has  already  been  drawn  off;  and  thefe  are 
to  be  Sacrificed  to  the  fame  ambitious  views 
of  an  intriguing  monarch.  Some  people  at 
Potzdam,  who  acquainted  me  of  this,  re- 
marked that  it  was  a  fhocking  confideration. 
I  affured  them,  I  thought  it  perfectly  fc.     I 

foon 
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foon  found,  however,  that  humanity  formed 
no  part  of  their  diftrefs — "  For  Potzdam," 
faid  they,  "'will  be  fo  dull  without  the  fol- 
44  diers — we  fliall  have  no  fights  at  all !" 
Thus  are  men  under  arbitrary  governments 
amufed  and  cajoled  into  fervitude  ;  amufed 
at  the  expence  of  their  liberty,  they  forget  in 
this  fatal  fafcination  the  chains  they  are 
compelled  to  wear. 


LETTER    CLXXXIX. 

Berlin,  Nov.  20*  1792. 

rpHE  journaliere,  which  I  entered  at  Potz- 
dam, is  a  fort  of  daily  caravan  :  it 
affords  a  very  ufeful  accommodation  to  the 
cits  of  Berlin,  who  hold  it  amongft  their 
higheft  luxuries  to  be  rolled  in  a  carriage  to 
Potzdam  upon  days  of  feftival  or  leifure. 

On  our  arrival  at  Berlin,  I  was  driven  to 
the  cuftom-houfe;  and  after  due  invefti- 
gation  of  my  wardrobe  and  papers,  it  be- 
ing adjudged,  that  the  one  contained  no 

contraband, 
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contraband,  and  the  other  no  libellous  mat- 
ter, I  was  permitted  to  retire  in  the  dark  to 
the  quarters  which  the  trufty  Pruffian  had 
in  the  interval  engaged  for  me. 

Berlin  has  feafons  of  particular  difadvan- 
tage  to  its  convenience  and  beauty.  So  lit- 
tle attention  has  been  paid  to  paving,  and  fo 
little  regard  is  had  to  cleaning  the  ftreets, 
that  they  prefent  at  this  moment,  in  confe- 
quence  of  heavy  falls  of  rain,  one  continued 
fheet  of  water  and  mire.  In  other  refpedts 
the  city  is  deferving  of  confiderable  praife. 
The  ftreets  and  fquares  are  wide  and  mag- 
nificent. The  houfes  are  built  of  white 
ftone,  upon  a  plan  of  regular  and  noble  ar- 
chitecture ;  and  few  cities  prefent,  to  a  fu- 
perficial  view,  a  more  grand  and  pre- 
pofleffing  exterior :  but  a  greater  contraft 
can  fcarcely  exift,  than  that  which  appears 
between  the  city  and  its  inhabitants,  the 
houfes  and  their  tenants.  While  the  firft  ex- 
hibit all  the  marks  of  pomp  and  opulence, 
the  laft  betray  the  evident  fymptoms  of  po- 
verty and  wretchednefs.     Few  carriages  roll 

over 
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over  the  pavement,  and  the  crowds  which 
ftruggle  on  foot  afford  a  melancholy  com- 
mentary upon  military  government.  Houfes 
which  might  grace  the  fortune  of  a  prince, 
are  fhared  amongft  a  groupe  of  miferable 
labourers ;  and  tattered  {lockings  are  flying 
from  windows,  which  would  do  no  dis- 
credit to  the  walls  of  a  palace.  The  greater 
part  of  thefe  were  built  by  the  late  king 
for  the  ornament  of  the  city,  and  given 
to  his  fuperannuated  foldiers,  in  reward 
for  their  military  labors :  and  this  cir- 
cumftance  at  once  accounts  for  their  out- 
ward magnificence,  and  the  poverty  which 
reigns  within.  Extenfive  as  this  capital  is, 
it  contains  but  one  theatre,  and  that  of  no 
great  eftimation.  The  opera-hcufe  belongs 
to  the  king,  and  is  only  opened  at  one  fea- 
fon  of  the  year.  The  representations  in 
this  are  given  at  his  majefty's  expence ; 
and  this  is  confidered  by  many  as  a  very 
iufficient  return  for  the  revenues  which  he 
derives,  from  the  burdens  impofed  upon  his 
fubjeds. 

The 
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The  general  dullnefs  which  prevails,  and 
of  which  I  have  found  frequent  reafon  to 
complain,   is  attributed   to  the  abfence    of 
the  king.     If    his   majefty's    refidence   be 
fo  efiential  to  the  gaiety  of  the  city,  I  can- 
not imagine  that  he  has  decided  particularly  f 
well  to  leave  it  in  fuch  a  crifis  of  publi  .c 
ferment.     Pleafure  is  the  old  and  ufeful  al  Jy 
of  political  tyranny  ;  and  Frederic   can  not 
have  forgotten  himfelf  fo  greatly  as  to    fup- 
pofe,  that  the  diffipation  of  his  grandfat  Jier's 
treafures  upon  a  diftant  enemy  can  e  ;xcufe 
the  omiffion  of  prefcriptive  largefles  *  within 
his  own  dominions.     The  weekly  ex  port  of 
Pruflian  coin  has  already  ruffled  fon  ie  un- 
quiet fpirits,  and  decrees  againft  Jacc  bin  af- 
femblies  have  excited  fome  fecret  ;  alarms : 
but  what  the  real  temper  of  the   r  najority 
may  be,  it  is  by  no  means  eafy  to  <  lifcover, 
or  fafe  to  conje&ure.     Real  opinio  n  is  too 
clofely  entrenched  behind  the  necef  [ary  dif- 
guife  of  intereft  or  fear  ;  and   the     fubjeds 
of  a  military  defpotifm  are  not  reac  lily  hur- 
ried into  flights  of  indifcretion.       It  is  true 

that 
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that  all  feems  hitherto  fortified  by  ample 
and  vigilant  force :  the  guards  feem  proud 
of  their  tinfel,  and  the  people  of  their 
chains:  it  is,  however,  difficult  to  believe 
that  the  day  is  diftant,  when  fomething 
further  will  be  requifite  to  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  the  people,  than  the  fplendor  of  the  mo- 
narch ;  and  a  more  folid  advantage  expe&ed 
from  the  revenues  of  government  than  the 
oftentatious  gratuity  of  a  theatrical  gala. 


LETTER    CXC. 

Berlin,  Nov.  22,  1792, 

T\/T^  kmdlord  (to  whofe  good  offices  I  was 
recommended  by  my  Pruffian  fellow- 
travell  er)  is  a  man  of  no  contemptible  un- 
derftai  iding.  His  attachment  to  my  coun- 
trymen is  not  among  the  leaft  of  his  admh> 
able  qualities.  His  wife,  a  comely  dame 
of  little  *  more  than  half  his  age,  prefides  at 
the  Table  d'Hote  which  is  held  at  his  houfe ; 
and  we •  number  amongft  our  daily  guefts  a 

couple 
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couple  of  barons,  who  feem  to  have  as  good 
reafons  as  myfelf,  for  not  frequenting  the 
firft  ordinary  in  Berlin. 

The  arrival  of  a  ftranger  feems  an  objedt 
of  fome  moment  to  the  (harpers  of  this  city. 
My  {lumbers  of  the  fecond  morning  were 
broken  by  the  unfeafonable  interruption  of 
various  dealers,  who  offered  to  make  them- 
felves  ufeful  in  their  different  lines.     An 
attic — four  ftories  from  the  ground — had 
placed  me,  in  my  own  judgment,  above  the 
reach  of  thefe  intruders ;  but  before  I  could 
well  procure  my  breakfaft,  I  had  given  de- 
nials to  half  a  dozen  hawkers  and  money- 
brokers.     The  laft  are  Jews,  and  very  im- 
portunate in  their  offers  of  obliging.   Their 
demand   is,   for  any  thing  Englifi.     The 
fmalleft  article  of  drefs  is  to  them  an  objeft 
of  ready  purchafe.     But  my  wardrobe  was 
purpofely  thinned  at  the  commencement  of 
my  expedition  ;  and  my  gala  fuit  of  figured 
velvet,  after  having  done  its  courtly  duties, 
was  already  bartered   at  Geneva  with  an 
honeft  clothier  for  a  warm  German  cloak. 

Articles 
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Articles  of  living  are  confiderably  dearer 
in  this  city  than  at  Vienna,  and  it  is  already 
fufficiently  evident,  that  my  connection  with 
Berlin  will  not  be  of  long  duration.  My 
landlord  has  engaged  to  average  his  charges 
upon  the  mod  equitable  fcale,  and  the  ne- 
ceflary  arrangements  were  terminated  by 
a  fignificant  fhake  of  the  head  on  the  part 
of  my  landlady,  who  did  not  doubt  but  the 
Englander  was  a  Reicher  Kerl  (a  rich  man), 
and  wilhed  herfelf  no  worfe  luck,  than  to 
exchange  fortunes  with  me. 

French  wine  is  the  ordinary  beverage  of 
the  Table  d'Hotes,  but  this  is  retailed  in  the 
fmalleft  quantities;  and  as  the  ufage  of 
continuing  the  feffion  after  the  cloth  is  re- 
moved has  not  yet  found  its  way  to  Ber- 
lin, half  a  pint  feems  in  general  the  rnea- 
fure  with  which  each  gueft  is  contented. 
The  breaking  up  of  the  Table  d'Hote  is 
the  fignal  for  repairing  to  the  coffee-houfe. 
Each  of  thefe  houfes  is  a  receptacle  for 
fmoaking  and  cards.  At  the  entrance  of 
the  houfe  a  large  rack  is  difcovered,  in  the 

inter- 


LETTER    CXC.  529 

interftices  of  which  pipes  of  at  leaft  three 
feet  long  are  inferted.  When  a  ftranger 
enters,  a  pipe  is  immediately  drawn  from 
this  magazine ;  and  being  charged  and 
kindled  by  the  waiter  is  put  into  the  hand 
of  the  party,  who  then  takes  his  feat  at  a 
card-table,  or  his  poft  at  billiards,  according 
to  his  choice.  It  is  truly  ridiculous  to  fee 
the  expedients  pra&ifed  to  unite  fmoking 
with  play.  The  unufual  length  of  their 
pipes  renders  it  quite  a  fcience  to  difpofe  of 
them,  fo  as  that  four  perfons  thus  occupied 
may  furround  a  fmall  table,  and  handle  their 
cards  without  incommoding  each  other. 
Black  coffee,  as  it  is  called,  or  coffee  without 
milk,  is  the  general  drink ;  and  this  is 
ferved  out  on  very  reafonable  terms.  A 
cup  of  this  entitles  me  to  the  privilege  of 
mixing  with  all  who  affemble  ;  and  I  fome- 
times  perfuade  myfelf,  that  I  come  away 
better  inftrudted  from  this  peep  into  hu- 
man vagaries,  than  from  the  perufal  of  a 
book  which  has  coft  me  ten  times  the  fum* 
you  lu  M  M 
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Nov.  28,  ijgta 
TJY  the  good  offices  of  my  Pruffian  friend, 
who  is  a  native  of  this  place,  I  have 
found  a  paflport  into  the  fociety  of  at  leaft 
the  fecond-rate  inhabitants;  and  am  now 
in  great  raeafure  familiarized  to  them.  The 
labors  of  my  private  ftudies  during  my 
refidence  at  Vienna,  are  rurw  turning  to  the 
beft  account ;  and  I  have  daily  opportuni- 
ties of  tracing  the  inflexions  of  this  compli- 
cate -language,  in  the  practical  ufes  to  which 
I  am  compelled  to  apply  them.  Nothings 
has  delighted  me  more  than  the  agreeable 
change  of  accent,  which  I  found  upon  ap- 
proaching this  city.  The  coarfe  and  bar- 
barous pronunciation  to  which  I  had  been 
accuftomed  in  Auftria,  is  very  agreeably 
contrafted  by  that  foothing  foftnefs  which 
prevails    in   the    accent    of    Saxony,    and 

Branden- 
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Brandenburg.     In  Vienna  the  gutturals  are 
expreffed  in  full  and  lengthened  tones  ;  at 
Berlin  the  voice  is  induftrious  to  glide  over 
the  harfher  confonants,  and   give  a  liquid 
fmoothnefs    to    its    lead    melodious    termso 
My  attachment  to  this  language  increafea 
with  my  knowledge  of  its  powers.     It  pof- 
fefles  a  richnefs,  variety,  and  corre&nefs  be- 
yond any  modern  language  with  which  I 
am  acquainted*     Nor  is  its  praife  confined^ 
in  point  of  tone,  to  energy  and  vigor.     No 
language  is  better  adapted  to  chafte  and  de- 
licate expreffionj  and  few  lyrics  that  I  have 
read  furpafs  in  fweetnefs  and  melody,  the 
gentle  meafures  of  the  German  mufe.    The 
coarfe  and  popular  accent   has   excited   an 
unreafonable    prejudice    againft    this   lan- 
guage ;  but  in  the  mouth  of  the  Berlinefe  it 
{bits  as  gracefully  the  levities  of  converfa-* 
tion,  as  in  the  hands  of  a  Eulcr  and  a  Klop- 
ftock,  the  graver  majefty  of  philofophy  and 
epic  poetry. 

The  literary  induftry  of  the  Germans  is 
proverbial.       They   are   the   very    bees  of 

M  M  2  Europe, 
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Europe,  drawing  from  every  exotic  pro- 
duction whatever  can  contribute  to  enrich 
their  knowledge.  Publications  the  moft 
minute  are  fpeedily  tranflated,  and  not  a 
novelty  appears  throughout  Europe,  but 
afiumes  in  almoft  the  fame  time  a  German 
drefs.  Hence  their  fhops  and  libraries  are 
magazines  of  the  moft  diverting  caft.  Every 
flielf  contains  a  mifcellany  of  recent  pro- 
ductions, and  a  foreigner  may  find,  amongft 
the  folemn  labors  of  this  country,  all  the 
loofe  and  common-place  trifles  of  his  own. 
The  manners  of  the  people  are  extremely 
courteous  in  this  metropolis.  Without 
pofleffing  any  extraordinary  refinement, 
they  yet  difcover  a  franknefs  and  civility 
which  does  honor  to  their  natural  difpo- 
fition.  They  have  all  the  requifite  endow- 
ments for  cheerful  fociety,  and  the  eafy  hu- 
mor by  which  they  are  diftinguifhed,  en- 
creafes  in  no  ordinary  degree  the  value  of 
their  hofpitality. 

An  invitation  from  a  friendly  quarter  led 

me  fome  evenings  part  to  fee  the  Humours 
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of  a  dance,  at  a  place  of  public  refort,  under 
the  denomination  of  the  Englilh  houfe. 
The  company  were  fufficiently  refpeftable, 
and  the  ceremonies  were  under  the  direc- 
tion of  an  officer,  who  ufed  his  beft  endea- 
vors to  remove  that  awkwardnefs  which 
my  ignorance  of  the  company  occafioned, 
and  which  their  attention  to  my  conduit 
rendered  it  difficult  to  conceal.  As  Engliflj 
is  with  them  only  another  term  for  fajhion- 
able^  the  dances  were  profefledly  accommo- 
dated to  the  Englifh  ftyle;  but  this,  like 
their  drefs,  was  fo  diftant  and  imperfedt  a 
copy,  that  it  only  embarraffed  their  own 
movements,  without  rendering  it  poffible  to 
divine  what  was  the  fubjedt  of  their  imita- 
tion. The  refidence  of  his  Highnefs  of 
York  amongft  them  is  reported  to  have 
given  circulation  to  this  Anglomania,  and  a 
compliment  paid  to  their  Englifh  appear- 
ance is  the  fureft  paflport  to  their  refpe£t 
and  affe&ion.  The  introdu&ion  of  pipes 
into  a  dancing  faloon  was  a  phenomenon, 
which  I  faw  in  this  inftance  for  the  firft 
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time.  I  had  "fcarcely  recovered  from  the 
furprife  into  which  I  had  been  thrown  by 
the  entrance  of  a  band  of  fmokers,  when  a 
fervant  girl  approached  me  with  a  lighted 
pipe,  which  fhe  had  agreeable  to  the  cuftom 
of  the  place  charged  and  kindled  ;  and  was 
with  difficulty  prevailed  upon  to  believe, 
that  I  was  ferious  in  declining  the  offer. 

The    hour   of  fupper   was  paffed    in  a 
cheerful  difplay  of  temperate,  but  good  hu- 
moured  feftivity  \    but  the    refumption   of 
the  dance  and  the  card-playing  fet  me  afloat 
again  upon   folitary  fpeculation.       It  foon 
appeared  that  I  was  not  the  only  member 
of  the  company  whofe  thoughts  were  ram- 
bling from  the  pleafures  of  the  ball-room  to 
Speculations  of  greater  moment ;  for  I  had 
fcarcely  taken  my  feat,  when  a  gentleman 
who  had  left  the  dance  placed  himfeif  near 
me.     As  I  had  turned  my  back  upon  the 
part  cf  the  room  from  which  he  came,  I 
fhould  fcarcely  have  noticed  his  po&ion  or 
intentions,  had  not  an  unufual   volume  of 
fmoke   announced   the    near   approach   of 

fome 
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fome  new  objedt.  Without  waiting  for  the 
ceremony  of  an  introduction,  he  immedi- 
ately addrefled  me  in  very  indifferent 
French,  with  faying,  that  he  underflood  I 
came  from  Manchefter,  and  wifhed  me  to 
tell  him,  if  they  had  not  in  England  "  une 
"  machine  pour  filer  le  coton."  I  told 
him,  that  I  knew  as  little  of  Manchefter  as 
himfelf,  having  only  heard  of  it  by  report ; 
and,  as  to  the  machine  of  which  he  fpoke, 
I  was  profoundly  ignorant  of  every  thing 
refpe&ing  it.  I  added,  that  I  believed  they 
had  in  England  a  machine  for  every  thing ; 
and  that  poflibly  my  friend,  who  was  at  no 
great  diftance  from  me,  might  be  able  to  fa- 
tisfy  him  on  thefe  particulars,  as  he  had  re- 
fided  fome  time  in  England,  and  was  an  in- 
digo merchant ;  though  I  was  not  furs  that 
the  commerce  of  indigo  had  any  particular 
connexions  with  "  les  machines  pour  filer 
"  le  coton."  The  arrival  of  my  friend  at 
this  moment  enabled  me  to  transfer  the 
ftranger  into  his  hands;  and,  informing 
him  that  I  was  not  "  dans  le  commerce,'*  I 
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left  him,  with  a  determination  not  to  fre- 
quent again  a  citizen's  ball,  till  I  fhould 
have  qualified  myfelf  to  make  a  better  figure 
upon  queftions  of  mechanifm  and  trade. 


LETTER     CXCII. 

■ 

Nov.  30,  179a. 
j-ipHE  fe verity  of  this  climate  begins  now 
to  be  very  fenfibly  felt  5  and  a  froft, 
•which  promifes  fome  continuance,  has 
already  commenced.  The  ftreets  have 
gained  confiderably  by  the  change  in  point 
of  appearance ;  but,  as  they  never  un- 
dergo the  ceremony  of  cleaning,  they  arq 
now  impaffable  without  extreme  hazard. 
The  promenades  are  alfo  laid  under  a  vaft 
fheet  of  ice ;  and  the  track  lately  graced 
by  belles  and  beaux,  is  now  occupied  with 
the  diverfions  of  fkaulng. 

My  thirft  for  payees  was  never  extreme, 
and  has  been  fo  amply  faturated,  that  I  was 
•not  without  difficulty  prevailed    upon   to 

units 
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unite  with  a  company  in  a  vifit  to  the 
Schlofs,  for  fuch  is  the  term  by  which  a  pa- 
lace is  denoted.  It  is  a  building  of  very 
noble  exterior,  and  the  architedure  of  the 
fa9ade  poffefles  confiderable  majefty.  My 
companions,  who  confifted  of  about  a  dozen 
Pruffians,  were  divided  between  admiration 
of  what  they  faw,  and  aftonifhment  at  the 
little  emotions  which  I  difcovered.  Their 
aftonifhment  had  nearly  taken  another  turn, 
when  I  affured  them,  that  many  a  merchant 
in  London  could  mow  more  fumptuous 
furniture  than  that  which  adorned  the  refi- 
dence  of  their  monarch. 

A  Pruffian  count,  whofe  vifits  to  our  Ta- 
ble d'Hote  have  been  frequent,  has  treated 
me  with  fingular  marks  of  attention ;  and  I 
owe  it  to  his  good  offices,  that  my  time 
has  not  occafionally  moved  heavily.  He 
has  rank  in  the  Pruffian  cavalry,  and  has  tra- 
velled with  advantage  through  almoft  the 
whole  of  Europe.  His  converfation  is  bril- 
liant, and  his  manners  refined  ;  and  an  ex- 
perience of  neariy  forty  years  in  active  fer- 

vice 


533  LETTER     CXCII. 

vice  has  ftored  his  mind  with  information, 
and  his  memory  with  anecdote.  He  has 
preffed  me  to  accept  of  his  introduction  to 
a  ball,  upon  a  higher  fcale  than  that  which  I 
laft  vifited  ;  and  as  it  will  give  me  an  op- 
portunity of  feeing  the  flower  of  •Pruflian 
beauty,  I  fhall  put  myfelf  under  his  di- 
rection. 

I  think  I.  have  difcovered,  in  advancing 
northward,  a  growing  affirnilation  to  the 
Englifh  character.  The  Germans  feel  a 
pride  univerfally  in  the  analogy  which  their 
language  bears  to  the  familiar  terms  of  the 
Englifh ;  and  they  feem  to  feel  a  greater 
pleafure  in  this  affirnilation  to  a  people  they 
like,  as  it  tends  to  remove  them  to  a  greater 
diftance  from  the  French,  whom  they  hold 
in  abhorrence.  At  Eerlin  the  mode  of  life, 
habit,  and  intercourfe  copy,  more  fucceff- 
fully  than  at  any  place  I  have  yet  vifited, 
the  frank  and  unaffected  manners  of  Englifh 
fociety.  The  principles  of  government  are 
amongft  the  exceptions,  which  mult  be 
jnade,  in  pronouncing  the  eulo'gium  of  the 

native 
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native  Pruffians.     Thefe  they  feem  to  have 
excluded  from  the  general  courfe  of  human 
{Indies,  as  fubje&s  of  difficult  comprehen- 
fion,  and  dangerous  import.     The  memory 
of  the  laft  Frederic  has  reconciled  them  to 
arbitrary  power  ;  and  the  Influence  of  a  pre- 
judice which  his  glories  infpired,  prevents 
them  from  feeing,  that  what  was  an  inftru- 
ment  of  good  in  a  liberal  and  magnanimous 
prince,  may  prove  a  fcourge  in  the  hands  of 
a  lefs  enlightened  monarch. 


LETTE  R     CXCIII. 

Berlin,  Dec.  2,  1792. 

^he  amufements  of  Berlin  are  upon  a 
much  narrower  fcale,  than  is  ufual  in 
cities  profefledly  fubjccl:  to  a  defpotic  go- 
vernment* A  fingle  theatre  is  their  only 
dramatic  luxury,  and  the  reprefentations  in 
this  are  by  no,  means  deferving  of  an  high 
eulogium.  Rotundas  are  open  on  ftated 
evenings  for  the  promenade  and  the  dance  ; 
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thefe  are  illuminated  and  rendered  attrac- 
tive by  decorations  and  mufic :  but  the 
grofs  licentioufnefs  which  rules  the  fcene, 
renders  modefty  an  infrequent  and  unwel- 
come gueft.  The  "  Thiiregarten"  is  a 
rendezvous  for  fummer-parties,  and  poffeffes 
every  accommodation  for  the  pleafures  of 
the  promenade.  The  feafon  of  the  year 
has  robbed  it  of  its  natural  ornaments  ;  but 
fufficient  remains  to  fhow,  that  its  alleys, 
and  bowers  muft  prove  a  grateful  retreat 
from  the  heat  and  impure  air  of  the  city. 
In  addition  to  the  "  Thiiregarten,"  the 
amufements  of  fummer  are  faid  to  be 
heightened  by  the  vicinity  of  Charlotten- 
burg,  the  favorite  afylum  of  the  prefent 
king.  This,  fituated  at  the  diftance  of  two 
hours  from  the  gates  of  Berlin,  abounds  in 
attra&ions  for  fummer  vifits  ;  and  is  fpoken 
of  with  enthufiafm  by  all  but  the  aged,  who 
fee  with  regret  the  dilapidations  of  Potz- 
dam,  the  favorite  of  the.laft  monarch, 
haftened  by  the  coft  and  attention  which  is 
bellowed  on  Charlottenburg. 

The 
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The  ball  to  which  the  Pruffian  count  had 
undertaken  to  conduct  me,  afforded  the 
only  opportunity  which  in  my  circum- 
ftances  could  have  offered,  for  feeing  the 
courtly  fide  of  Berlin.  The  fociety  was 
numerous  ;  and  what  was  wanting  in  beauty 
and  tafte,  was  very  amply  fupplied  by  bril- 
liancy and  rank.  The  king's  late  miftrefs, 
decorated  with  jewels,  appeared  to  occupy 
the  office  of  lady  prefident ;  and  my  noble 
conductor  infifted  upon  prefenting  me  to  a 
perfonage,  whofe  good  graces  are  eflential 
to  a  fafhionable  reputation.  The  greater 
number  of  perfons  in  the  higher  ranks  being 
of  the  military  profeffion,  their  aflemblies 
receive  confiderable  fplendor  from  the  in- 
terfperfion  of  blue  and  filver,  amongft  the 
loofe  and  flowing  drapery  of  the  female 
habits.  As  my  purpofes  were  fooner  an- 
fwered  than  thofe  of  the  company,  I  with- 
drew in  the  zenith  of  their  diverfion,  and 
ftole  with  plebeian  fecrecy  to  my  lodging. 

Some  calculations,  upon  which  my  atten- 
tion has   lately  turned,  decide  for  a  very 
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fpeedy   departure   from   this   city ;    and  I 
know  not — as  circumftances  now  Hand— 
whether  I  fhall  leave  behind  me  any  fub- 
je&s  of  particular  regret.     My  intercourfe 
with  the  natives  has  contributed  effentially 
to  my  advancement  in  the  language,  and  I 
have  received  from  their  courtefy  an  im- 
preffion  confiderably  in   their   favour.     Iri 
fpeaking  upon  the  morals  of  this  city,  I  am 
apprehenfive  of  appearing  in  the  character 
of  a  fatirift :  but  I  think  I  have  no  where  fcen 
•—Naples  itfelf  not  excepted — fuch  various 
and  undiffernbled  libertinifm.     It  feems  to 
pervade  in  a  meafure  all  the  various  ranks 
of  which  this  city  is  compofed ;  and  vice 
might  almoftbe  faid  to  be  domiciliated  among 
them.     I   know  not   what  judgment   you 
will  form  of  my  pofitive  decifions,  after  a 
refidence  of  fo    fhort    a   period.     But  ex^ 
empted  by  my  fituaticn  from  fervices  of  ce- 
remony, the  whole  of  my  time  has  been 
free  for  the  inveftigation  of  fubjedts  which 
more  particularly  intereft  and  engage  my 
enquiries.     In  depth  of  obfervation  I  pre- 
tend 
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tend  not  indeed  to  compare  with  that  Ger- 
man, who,  after  a  refidence  of  thirty  years 
ibuth  of  the  Alps,  being  interrogated  by  a 
friend  on  the  general  ftate  of  Italian  man- 
ners and  literature,  replied — "  Ah  !  lieber, 
"  was^  kan  man  doch  in  treiffig  jahr  ler- 
"  nen  ?"— "  Alas  !  my  friend,  what  can  one 
"  learn  in  thirty  years?" 
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Hamburg,  Dec.  10,  1792. 

/Courage  is  vulgarly  imagined  to  be  only 
then  fhown,  when  the  battle  is  fuftained 
—Wife  men  have  extended  it,  in  critical 
cafes,  to  flight. — s  When  'tis  hard  to  com- 
"  bat,  learn  to  fly.1'  For  my  own  part,  this 
laft  is  almoft  the  only  fpecies  of  courage  I 
have  employed  fince  I  begun  my  travels  ;i 
and  I  have  rarely  entertained  a  better  opi- 
nion of  my  own  prowefs,  than  when  I  have 
turned  my  back  upon  the  enemy  without 
rifquing  an  encounter.    Berlin  and  its  plea- 
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fures  began  to  grow  formidable  ;  my  land- 
lord praifed  his  wine  :  parties  to  Charlotten- 
burg  were  hinted  at  by  my  landlady.  The 
dangerous  incenfe  of  flattery  was  offered. 
My  coat  was  hlibfch  *,  my  boots  were 
hubfch— "  fo  kan  f  man  gleich  fehen  das  fie 
m  find  Englifh  gemacht,"  was  the  language 
of  my  companions.  This  was  burfting  the 
cearments  of  my  fecrecy.  I  whifpered  to 
my  faithful  Pruffian,  whofe  vifits  and  atten- 
tions were  conftant,  that  I  muft  be  gone. 
His  affairs  were  fettled,  and  therefore  places 
having  been  previoufly  taken  on  Tuefday 
the  4th,  we  entered  by  nine  o'clock  in  thfc 
morning  the  Poft-wagen  bound  from  Berlin 
to  this  place. 

This  vehicle  was  beyond  comparifon  the 
worft  with  which  I  have  yet  had  to  en-* 
counter;  a  loofe  covering  of  oil-cloth,  which 
hung  in  the  form  of  curtains,  was  all  the 
protedion  we  had  from  the  wind  and  hail, 

*  This  is  a  term  expreflive  of  approbation. 
t  One  can  fee  immediately  that  thefe  are  of  Englifh  ma- 
nufacture. 

during 
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during  a  journey  of  feventy-five  hours. 
This  is  the  only  alternative  when  travelling 
poft  is  unattainable.  The  expenee  on  the 
Former  plan  is  fix  grofchenper  mile  German, 
and  two  grofchen  each  ftation  to  the  pofti- 
lion.  As  a  fevere  froft  had  prevailed  for 
fome  days  previous  to  our  departure,  the 
roads  were  in  the  outfet  agreably  folid  ; 
and  it  was  not  till  the  fecond  day  that  the 
weather  began  to  be  tempeftuous.  A  vio- 
lent wind  blew  into  our  wagen  the  whole 
of  the  fecond  night,  all  the  hail  it  could  ga- 
ther up  in  its  way  from  the  German  ocean, 
to  which  we  were  tending.  The  darknefs 
of  the  night  kept  our  conductor  in  a  perpe- 
tual ferment.  As  his  office  afligns  him  a 
place  within  the  carriage,  he  broke  our 
(lumbers  at  every  interval  by  tearing  afide 
the  oil-curtain,  and  vociferating  to  the  po- 
ftilion  his  apprehenfions  of  our  lofing  the 
track.  By  ten  o'clock  we  iflued  from  the 
Pruflian  dominions,  and  exchanged  our  ner- 
vous condudor  for  a  patient  and  intrepid 
Huffar,  who  bore  the  marks  of  long  fervice. 
VOL.11.  nn  He 
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lie  took  his  feat  amongft  us,  and  drawing 
forth  his  pipe,  fmoked  without  uttering  a 
fyllable,  till  day-light.  Our  courfe  conti- 
nued with  little  interruption  during  the  fol- 
lowing day  and  night,  till  morning  found 
us  before  the  gates  of  Hamburg.  From 
the  floods  and  other  obstructions,  againft 
which  we  had  to  flruggle,  it  was  noon  be- 
fore we  arrived  at  the  cuftom-houfe.  I  wras 
compelled  to  wait  a  full  hour  for  the  deli- 
very of  my  luggage.  But  my  anxious 
friend  the  Pruffian  converted  this  delay  to 
advantage.  Leaving  me  to  defend  the 
joint  property  of  us  both,  he  fallied  out  in 
queft  of  a  lodging  for  me ;  and  being  very 
accurately  verfed  in  the  topography  of 
Hamburg,  procured  without  difficulty  a 
fituation  correfpondent  to  the  humility  of 
my  means  and  wifhes.  As  a  cup  of  coffee 
and  a  little  four  foup  had  been  almoft  my 
only  fuftenance  for  the  laft  three  days,  I  was 
not  a  little  gratified  by  the  luxury  of  a  din- 
ner. Having  haftily  relieved  the  demands 
of  appetite,  and  requefted   my  landlady  to 
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fet  a  gla**-  ^  hot  punch  before  me  and  give 
me  no  further  difturbance,  I  threw  myfelf, 
after  the  manner  of  the  country,  u^;veen 
two  beds,  and  forgot  In  the  moft  delicious 
ilumbers  the  perils  and  fatigues  of  the 
journey. 

I  obeyed  the  invitation  of  my  landlord 
the  following  day  to  his  Table  d'Hote,  and 
found  myfelf  furrounded  by  better  fociety 
than  I  had  expected.  An  Heffian  officer, 
in  broken  Englifh,  welcomed  me  to  the 
table ;  and  placing  me  next  him,  affured 
me,  with  an  agreeable  mixture  of  Englifh 
and  German  protections,  how  happy  he 
was  to  find  an  Englishman  by  his  fide.  My 
daily  intercourfe  with  the  members  of  this 
table  has  eftablifhed*  a  fort  of  familiarity, 
which  ftands  me  in  the  ftead  of  fociety; 
and  my  next  fhall  enable  you  to  judge  what 
fpecies  of  amufement  I  derive  from  this  ac- 
cidental combination  of  contrafted  and  diC* 
fimilar  chara&ers. 
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Hamburg,  Dec.  14,  1792. 

qociety  is  a  term  of  wide  import.  It  is 
to  fome  a  fele&ion  of  friends,  to  others 
a  circle  of  acquaintance,  and  to  mofl  a  de- 
termined clafs  and  defeription  of  perfons. 
To  me  fociety  means  my  fellow- creatures ; 
and  wherever  I  trace  my  fpecies  I  find  ex- 
ercife  for  my  focial  affe&ions. 

The  circle,  to  which  I  promifed  in  my 
laft  to  introduce  you,  exhibits  a  motley  mix- 
ture of  profeffions,  characters,  and  political 
opinions.  At  the  head  of  our  number  is  a 
pallor  of  the  reformed  church,  to  whom 
the  chief  place  at  table  is  ceded  out  of  re- 
fpe£t  to  the  gravity  of  his  profeffion.  He 
is  a  man  of  a  middling  age,  of  very  formal 
manners,  but  of  a  very  logical  head.  Next 
to  him  in  weight  and  eftimation,  is  the 
Heffian  officer.  He  is  a  light  a&ive  man, 
of  about  three  or  four  and  thirty.     As  it 

was 


m 
LETTER    CXCV.  549 

was  his  fortune  to  be  born  in  the  dominions 
of  that  Prince,  all  whofe  fubjeds  are  fol- 
diers,  and  all  his  foldiers  venal,  he  has 
pafled  through  an  interefting  variety  of 
fervices.  For  feven  years  he  fought  under 
the  Englifh  banners  in  the  American  war, 
and  was  of  the  number  of  thofe  made  pri- 
foners  with  Lord  Cornwallis.  When  this 
war  was  ended  he  returned  to  his  country; 
and  the  Dutch  proceeding  to  a  rupture  with 
the  Emperor,  he  petitioned  his  Prince  to  let 
him  ferve  the  former.  This  fpeedily  va- 
nifhing,  he  found  employ  in  the  civil  corrj- 
motions  of  Holland,  and  turned  his  fword 
againft  the  Patriots.  Upon  the  arrange- 
ment of  thefe  differences,  he  entered  the 
Danifh  fervice,  under  the  expectation  of  a 
war  between  the  Danes  and  Swedes.  It  is 
in  this  fervice  that  he  now  continues,  as 
lieutenant  of  the  Yagher  Corps,  or  Light 
Horfe.  He  is  a  man  of  great  perfonal 
bravery,  and  feems  to  have  but  little  re- 
fped  for  any  argument  but  that  of  the 
fword. 

KNj  A  Gen- 
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A  Gentleman  from  Lubeck,  of  reputed 
good   fortune,  and  of  much   information, 
enjoys  the  third  place  in  our  fociety  ;   and 
next  to  him  a  large  unwieldy  lieutenant  of 
the  Hamburg  guard,  a  man  of  a  confufed 
head  and  voluble  tongue.     In  addition  are 
fome  merchants  clerks,  who  are  lefs  regular 
in  their  attendance,   and  treated  with  lefs 
deference  by  the  landlord.     As  the   affairs 
of  Europe  are  almoft  invariably  the  fubjed 
of  converfation,  our  debates  are  not  a  little 
animated.     The  prieft  maintains  the  arif- 
tocratic    dogmas,    as    beft    aflbrting    writh 
the   interefts  of  the  church.     In  this  he  is 
ftrongly,  that  is,  ardently,  fupported  by  the 
Heffian,  vvhofe  attachment  to  monarchy  has 
not  been  impaired  by  all  the  blows  he  has 
received  in  its  fervice.     The  Lubecker  is  a 
republican,  and  profoundly  verfed  in  the 
changeful  politics  of  Paris  ;  and  but  for  the 
confufion  which  his  officious  partizan,  the 
Hamburg  officer,  throws  in  his  way,  would 
frequently  be  found   a    more   than    equal 
match  for  the   united  ardor  and  logic  of 

the 
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the  Heffian  and  the  prieft.      As  Hamburg 
is   reforted    to   by   all    defcriptions   of  fo- 
reigners, the  Heffian  finds  ample  fcope  for 
Antigallican  violence  in  every  vifit  he  makes 
to   the   coffee- houfes.      As    prudence   and 
good  manners  are  in  his  judgment  allied  to 
cowardice,     he    deals    out    his    reproaches 
againft  the  obje&s  of  his  hatred  in  places  of 
the  moft  public  refort.     He  has  never  dif- 
tinguifhed — for  diftin&ion  requires  think- 
ing— between  the  Emigrant  and  the  Citizen, 
the  friends  of  the  monarch  or  the  repub- 
lican  confpirators.      The    memory  of  his 
prilbn  has  confirmed  him  in  hoftility  againft 
every  thing    that    affumes    the    name    of 
French ;  and   all    the    terms    of  reproach 
which  his   language  affords  are  employed 
without  referve  againft  the  nation  at  large. 
It  is  my  misfortune  occasionally  to  be  made 
the  referee  between  this  outrageous   mo- 
narchift  and  the  Hamburg  democrat ;  and 
fuch  is  the  zeal  of  the  former  to  criminate 
thofe  whom  the  latter  undertakes  to  defend,, 
that  upon  a  late  decifion  wThich  I  gave  ia 
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his  favor,  and  in  which  the  French  were 
in  no  fort  concerned,  the  exulting  Heffian 
broke  out  with  a  vehemence  of  joy  and 
triumph,  "  God  fave  the  King,  and  **** 
41  die  Franzofen  !" 

The   general  turn  of  fentiment  in  this 
place   is    againft   the   Revolutionifts;    and 
Baron  Trenck,  who  had  taken  up  his  re- 
fidence  here,  and  whofe  civic  enthufiafm  is 
fufficiently  notorious,  received  an  admoni- 
tion to  change  his  quarters ;  and  he  now 
refides  at  Alternach,  a  village  little  diftant 
from  Hamburg,  and  within  tlrt  dominions 
of  the  King  of  Denmark.     A  man  whofe 
life  has  been  checquered  with  fo  many  vicif- 
fitudes  is  a  fubjedt  at  once  of  curiofity  and 
aftonifhment.  My  enquiries  refpedting  him 
induced  my  faithful  Pruffian  to  trace  out 
his    refidence ;    and   under   his   condufl  I 
made  a  vifit  to  the  houfe  at  Alternach  where 
this  extraordinary  veteran  boards,  and  dined 
in  company  with  him.     He  is  a  man  of 
tall,  athletic,  and  military  figure.     An  affair 
of  honour  has  left  him  the  ufe  of  but  one 
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eye  ;  and  the  advances  of  age  have  vifibly 
impaired   his   corporeal   vigor.     He  fpake 
but  little,  and  that  in  a  very  barbarous  and 
unpolifhed    accent.      The    praifes    of    the 
French  Revolution,   the  defamation  of  Jo- 
feph  II.  and  the  late  Frederic  of  Pruffia,  are 
almoft  the  only  fubje&s  that  call  forth  his 
eloquence.     On  the  firft  he  indulges  in  a 
periodical  paper,  which  he  iffues  monthly. 
On  the  laft  he  defcants  in  every  fociety, 
and  recounts  anecdotes,  in  which  the  horrid 
and    the  marvellous    hold   an   equal  place. 
He  reprefents  Jofeph  as  delighting  in  fecret 
executions,   wThere  every  refinement  upon 
barbarity  was  employed.     Of  Frederic  he 
affirms,  among  other  things,   that  he  wore 
a  ring  mounted  with  a  fharp  ftud,   for  the 
exprefs  purpofe  of  wantonly  knocking  out 
the  teeth  of  his  innocent  and  unoffending 
domeftics.     Thefe  prodigious  hiftories  feem 
to   have  afligned  the  Baron  a  low  place  in 
the  eftimation  of  his  neighbours  ;  for  I  have 
fcarcely  heard  his  name  yet  mentioned  in 
£his  quarter  of  the  world  without  the  addi- 
tion 
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tion  of  fome  reproachful  and  fcurrilous  epi- 
thct.  The  Heffian  is  outrageous  when  he  fees 
him  pafs — as  is  his  cuftom  daily— -through 
the  ftreets  of  Hamburg.  He  feems  at  a  lofs 
to  fatisfy  his  feelings  of  contempt  with  a 
term  fufficiently  reproachful.  This  arifes 
in  the  Heffian  from  a  knov.  ledge  of  his 
hoftility  to  Kings.  "  Mein  Koenig  ift  mein 
"  Gott*!"  is  a  maxim  which  the  Heffian 
avows  as  his  ruling  principle  ;  and  fo  ac- 
commodating is  his  creed,  that,  as  his  in- 
tereft  leads,  he  can  find  a  god  in  any  king 
in  Chriftendom. 

LETTER     CXCVI. 

Hamburg,  Dec.  19,  1792. 

T  AM  always  amufed  in  a  commercial  town. 
I  love  the  buftle  of  an  active  commerce ; 
men  feem  in  fuch  fituations  to  have  found 
their  ufes.  The  quicknefs  of  their  motion 
feems  to  fpeak  the  energy  of  their  bufinefs, 

*  "  My  King  is  my  God." 

My 
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My  eyes  have  been  fo  long  dazzled  with 
military  fplendor,  that  I  find  an  agreable 
novelty  in  the  plainnefs  of  trade.  At  Ber- 
lin all  were  officers  ;  here  officers  are  con- 
verted into  merchants.  The  change  pre- 
fents  an  ample  field  for  fpeculation.  I  rarely 
fail  paffing  amongft  the  motley  multitude 
at  the  hour  of  fulleft  concourfe,  enveloped, 
as  a  neceiTary  difguife,  in  my  German  cloak. 
The  difaflers  of  the  fea,  which  has  been  un- 
ufually  ftormy,  and  the  uncertain  condition 
of  the  French  King,  are  the  reigning  topics 
of  converfation  and  enquiry.  For  fome 
days  paft  the  weather  has  been  remarkably 
foul ;  and  a  fignahgun  announced,  in  the 
night  of  lad  Tuefday,  an  extraordinary 
fwell  of  the  Elbe.  Numbers  of  the  inha- 
bitants were  compelled  to  efcape  with  pre- 
cipitation from  their  houfes,  and  the  mer- 
chants have  in  general  fuftained  confider- 
able  damage.  The  oldeft  feaman  fcarcely 
recollects  the  fea  to  have  been  more  tem- 
peftuous.  A  Danifh  captain,  who  was  caft 
a-fhore  at  the  mouth  of  the  Elbe,  reports 

that 
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that  the  whole  extent  of  the  coaft  is  covered 
with  wrecks,  and  that  bodies  are  floating  in 
prodigious  numbers.  Thefe  circumftances 
have  obliged  me  to  abandon  the  defign  of 
terminating  my  courfe  by  a  voyage  from 
this  place  ;  and  my  thoughts  are  at  prefent 
engaged  in  contriving  fome  means  for  pro- 
ceeding along  the  coaft  to  Holland.  The 
Pruflian  has  it  in  his  plan  to  purfue^  this 
route  by  Bremen,  Amfterdam,  &c.  and 
therefore  it  has  been  determined  that  this 
project  (hall  be  put  into  execution  the  2 2d 
enfuing,  if  no  accident  prevents. 

Hamburg  is  a  town  whole  character  is 
beft  eftimated  in  the  fummer  feafon.  The 
ramparts  are  furnifhed  with  promenades, 
and  the  vicinity  with  villas,  which  mud 
render  it  an  agreable  refidence  during  the 
fummer  months.  The  pofition  it  occupies 
is  extremely  commodious,  and  embraces 
every  advantage  of  land  and  fea.  The  va- 
riety of  its  commerce,  and  the  opulence  of 
its  inhabitants,  have  introduced  into  its  fo- 
cieties  a  mode  of  life  in  a  high  degree  fump-* 

tuousi 
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tuous  and  magnificent.  The  families  I  have 
vifited  are  on  a  very  ordinary  fcale  ;  but  the 
offer  of  introduction  to  thofe  of  a  higher 
clafs  was  checked  by  the  report  of  a  largefs 
expe&ed  by  domeftics  who  attend,  in  every 
family  of  fuperior  condition.  The  table  of 
my  landlord  is  very  fufficiently  furnifhed ; 
a  fingle  fhilling  pays  the  ticket  of  admit- 
tance ;  a  few  fols  in  addition  procure  a 
fmall  flafk  of  wine ;  and  the  fubfiftence  of 
a  day  would  fcarcely  pay,  as  I  am  given  to 
underftand,  the  cuftomary  tribute  for  a  gra- 
tuitous fupper. 

The  military  of  Hamburg  make  but  an 
ordinary  figure,  but  the  currency  of  their 
credit  is  their  beft  defence.  This  is  made, 
as  is  natural,  the  univerfal  teft;  and  the 
merit  of  each  is  weighed  alone  in  the  fcale 
of  commercial  opinion.  An  attempt  to 
affociate  a  Jacobin  club  was  defeated  by 
difcrediting  the  paper  of  its  members ;  and 
that  was  found  to  have  little  influence  with 
the  public  which  had  loft  its  weight  upon 
'Change.  The  military  character  of  this 
3  people 
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people  has  been  of  old  burlefqued,  but  with 
what  juftice  I  pretend  not  to  know.  The 
fatire  is  conveyed  in  a  monkifh  diftich  ;  and 
though  I  recoiled:  the  verfes,  I  cannot  af- 
iign  my  author ; 

Hamburgenfes,  velut  enfes,  Temper  acuti ; 
PBelia  pofcunt;  nee  bene  nofcunt,  enfibus  uti. 

The  approach  of  Chriftmas  is  now  ce- 
lebrating throughout  this  city,  and  a  large 
fair  is  eftablifhed  among  the  cloifters  of  the 
Cathedral.  Out  of  refpecT:  to  cuftom  I  fuf- 
fered  myfelf  to  be  fqueezed  through  the 
avenues  in  which  it  is  kept,  and  I  have 
feldom  paid  fo  dear  for  compliance  with 
loccil  cuftoms.  The  four  laft  days  have  ex- 
cited an  extraordinary  degree  of  curiofity 
to  receive  the  news  from  Paris  and  London. 
The  fate  of  Louis  is  judged  inevitable,  and 
every  courier  is  expected  to  announce  the 
deed  as  already  perpetrated.  A  caricature 
is  faid  to  be  in  circulation  at  Paris,  in  which 
the  King  is  reprefented  as  playing  at  picquet 
with  a  Sans-Culotte,  and  uttering  thefe  em- 
phatic 
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phatic  words,  "  J'ai  ecartc  les  Cceurs,  il  a 
«'  les  Piques,  et  j-e  fuis  Capot."  Intelli- 
gence from  England  is  fought  with  almoft 
equal  intereft.  Alarms  of  French  plots  in 
the  metropolis  have  been  reported  upon 
very  fpecious  authority;  and  the  part  which 
England  will  take  in  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  is  waited  for  with  a  degree  of 
anxiety,  which  argues  the  expe&ation,  from 
her  interference,  of  fome  important  changes 
in  the  face  of  European  affairs. 


LETTER     CXCVII. 

London,  Jan.  7,  1793. 

Toeing  at  length  hofpitably  fheltered 
under  the  roof  of  the  houfe  where 
the  conveyance  from  Harwich  has  depo- 
fited  me,  in  company  with  a  large  fociety 
of  weather-beaten  travellers,  I  proceed  to 
recount  the  fequel  of  my  continental  vicif- 
Htudes,  and  acquaint  you  by  what  adven- 
tures I  have  regained  my  native  country. 

Upon 
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Upon  leaving  Hamburg,  on  the  2  2d  of 
December,  the  whole  of  my  travelling  ftock 
amounted  to  two  ducats  and  fome  Ham- 
burg fols.  The  Pruffian,  who  had  obtained 
inftruftions  for  the  route  we  were  to  pur- 
fue,  attended  upon  me  in  an  open  waggon 
at  the  appointed  hour,  in  order  to  proceed 
to  the  place  of  embarkation  for  the  paflagc 
of  the  Elbe.  When  I  conferred  with  him 
upon  the  probable  expences  of  our  tour, 
and  threw  into  the  common  purfe  my  re- 
maining ducats,  he  looked  grave,  and 
doubted  whether  our  united  finances  would 
fupply  the  means  of  conveying  us  to  Am- 
fterdam.  But  this  was  not  the  moment 
for  deliberation  :  the  vefiel  was  about  to 
fail,  and  we  took  our  places  under  a  very 
tempeftuous  ihower  of  hail.  The  wind 
blew  fo  unfavourably,  and  with  fa  much 
violence,  that  we  had  great  difficulty  in 
clearing  out,  and  were  five  hours  upon  the 
water,  nearly  four  of  which  were  parted  in 
perfect  darknefs.  The  paflage  is  ufualiy 
effe&ed  in  one  hour.     The  lights  of  Haar- 

bure 
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burg  at  length  faluted  us,  and  we  landed 
with  expreflions  of  gratitude  to  Providence, 
which  had  refcued  us  from  a  fituation  the 
moft  perilous  and  alarming. 

After  an  interval  of  two  hours,  we  were 
fummoned  by  our  conductor  to  enter  the 
waggon.  This  was  literally  a  long  cart^ 
formed  entirely  of  wood  and  iron.  The 
feats  were  rough  planks,  with  neither  backs 
nor  elbows.  A  coniiderable  quantity  of 
luggage  was  flowed  in  this  vehicle;  and  we 
were  left  to  find,  as  we  could,  a  place  for 
cur  legs  among  this  lumber.  Our  number 
was  fix  ;  and  thus  we  travelled,  with  no 
other  cover  than  the  ftormy  canopy  of  hea^- 
ven,  till  eight  o'clock  of  the  Monday  morn- 
ing. We  then  entered  the  town  of  Bremen, 
and,  as  it  had  frozen  during  the  night,  I 
found  fome  difficulty  in  reftoring  my  limbs 
to  their  natural  functions.  The  roads  had 
been  in  mod  parts  deluged  with  floods, 
which  rendered  our  motion  particularly 
flow.  The  whole  diftance  between  Haar- 
burg  and  Bremen  was  fcarcely  more  than 
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fixty  Englifh  miles,  and  three  or  four  and 
thirty  hours  were  confumed  in  performing 
the  journey  of  a  day.     As  a  cup  of  coffee 
and  a  flice  of  bacon  were  all  that  we  had 
found  between  Saturday  and  Monday,  we 
embraced  with  readinefs  our  landlord's  pro- 
pofal  to  prepare  us  a  warm  foup  in  lieu  of 
breakfaft.     This  foup  was  little  better  than 
warm  water  tinged  with  a  fcanty  leaven  of 
butter.     We  had  fcarcely   terminated   this 
wretched  repaft,    when    a    meflenger   an- 
nounced  that  the   waggon  bound  to  Leer 
was  in  readinefs  to  proceed.     We  fettled 
with  our  landlord,  and  taking  our  portman- 
teaus under  our  cloaks,  repaired  to  the  fpot 
where  we  were  inftru&ed  to  feek  the  wag- 
gon.    An  old   Pilot,  of  robuft  make  and 
Englifh  lungs,  had  already  taken  his  place 
in  the  firft  feat,  and  gathered  up  at  leaft  his 
ihare  of  the  ftraw,  as  a  defence  for  his  feet. 
He  faluted  us,  upon  affuming  our  feats,  with 
a  rough  compliment  in  the  Dutch  language. 
We  returned  His  civilities  in  German  :  but 
fufpedting  that  Englifh  was  not  wholly  un- 
familiar 
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familiar  to  us,  he  hazarded  a  queftion  which 
produced  an  immediate  explanation,  and  we 
congratulated  each  other  upon  the  profpect 
of  returning  to  England  together. 

The  Pilot  gave  us  to  underftand  that  he 
had  been  appointed  to  conduct  a  (hip  from 
Portfmouth  to  Bremen  ;  and  after  encoun- 
tering a  ftorm  of  many  days  continuance, 
had  effected  his  object.  That  the  foulnefs 
of  the  weather  induced  him  to  prefer  a  land 
journey,  though  an  experienced  feaman. 
He  was  perfectly  converfant  with  the  route 
we  were  now  to  purfue,  and  had  palled  by 
it  on  many  former  occafions.  We  requefted 
that  he  would  undertake  to  arrange  for  us 
at  the  inns,  and  permit  us  to  partake  of  the 
fame  fare  with  himfelf.  To  this  he  ob- 
jected, urging,  that  while  we  might  be 
feeking  the  bed-chamber  and  the  parlour, 
he  fhould  content  himfelf  with  the  kitchen 
or  the  garret,  We  affured  him  that  our 
reafons  for  making  the  fame  choice  with 
himfelf  wrere  at  leaft  as  ftrong  as  his  own. 
He  then  demanded,  as  a  preliminary  article, 

002  a  full 
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a  full  delegation  of  authority,  with  the  pri- 
vilege of  introducing  us  under  thofe  cha*- 
ra&ers  which  he  fhould  judge  expedient, 
to  which  we  readily  acceded. 
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■ttthile  this  convention  was  forming  be- 
tween us  and  the  facetious  Pilot,  the 
waggon  was  moving  flowly  on  towards  the 
place  of  our  defti nation.  The  cold  was  in- 
tenfe,  and  the  route  fo  barbarous,  that  wc 
had  no  alleviation  of  the  feverities  of  our 
condition  but  in  the  good  humour  which 
prevailed  amongft  us.  The  hardy  Pilot  rarely 
uttered  a  complaint.  His  memory  was 
ftored  with  Dutch  and  Englifh  naval  fongs ; 
and  when  the  wind  blew  its  keened,  he  vo- 
ciferated his  moft  forcible  melodies.  It  was 
not  till  one  o'clock  of  the  Wednefday  morn- 
ing that  we  entered  the  town  of  Leer.  This 
is  a  fmall  but  neat  town  in  Eaft  Friefland, 

under 
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under  the  dominion  of  the  King  of  Pruffia. 
The  Pilot  alighted  flrft,  in  order  to  enter 
upon  his  office  of  caterer ;  and  we  were 
met  at  the  door  by  a  comely  matron,  whom 
the  Pilot  addrefled  with  the  familiarity  of 
an  old  acquaintance.  "  Well,  mother,"  faid 
our  protestor  ;  "  I  have  brought  you  a  pair 
"  of  fchmiders  %  who  are  travelling  home 
"  to  their  wives  and  families.  Cook  them 
up  a  pot  of  warm  beer,  and  throw  an 
egg  2L\\&fchnaps\  into  it ;  and  give  them 
a  morfel  of  cold  meat,  if  you  have  it;  and 
look  ye,  don't  make  them  pay  too  much 
"  at  the  end  of  it." 

In  the  abfence  of  our  landlady,  who  re- 
tired to  execute  his  orders,  the  Pilot,  who 
had  hitherto  only  feen  us  in  the  waggon, 
defired  to  look  at  us  more  narrowly,  in  or- 
der to  know  how  the  difguife  was  likely  to  be 
fupported.  With  the  Pruffian  he  profefled 
himfelf  fatisfied,  as  the  whole  of  his  ward- 
robe would  not  have  fold  for  half-a-crown. 
He  had  his  doubts  about  me  when  ftripped 

*  Tailors.  f  A  glafs  of  Geneva. 
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of  my  cloak  ;  bade  me  never  part  with  my 
wrapper,  and  endeavour  on  every  occr.fioa 
to  look  my  worft.      Our  good  hoftefs  now 
ferved   up  our  fupper,  and  we   retired  to 
bed  ;  the  Pilot  having  affured  us  that  four 
hours  fleep  was    all  that   his  plan   would 
allow.     By  fix,   therefore,   we  were   fum- 
moned  to  rife  ;  and  it  was  not  without  ex- 
treme reluctance  that  I  thruft   my  fwoln 
legs  into  thofe  boots  in  which  they  had 
already  been    fo  long  confined.     A  boat, 
prepared   by  the  Pilot,   attended   at   fome 
diftance   from    our   inn,    and   in   this  we 
afcended  the  river  Ens  to  Wender.     Here 
the  Pilot  demanded  a  cart,  to  w<hich  they 
refufed  to  attach  lefs  than  four  horfes.    Our 
champion    fought    a  very   vigorous   battle 
with  the  poft- mailer;  but  Dutch  obftinacy 
prevailed    over   Englifh   violence,    and  we 
proceeded  with  this  equipage  to  Meuefkans. 
The  condudt  of  the  poft-mafler  wras  fully 
juftified  in  the  end,  for  a  more  extraordinary 
track  never  obtained  the  denomination  of  a 
road.     As  it  was  confiderably  paft  mid-day 
4  when 
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when  we  arrived  at  Neuefkans,  our  dinner 
was  formed  of  the  fragments  which  remain- 
ed of  the  family  meal ;  and  in  confideration 
of  the  cold  we  had  fuftained,  and  the  gaiety 
of  the  feafon — for  the  laflfes  were  drefled  in 
their  Chriftmas  attire — the  Pilot  admitted 
of  an  additional  tankard  to  our  regular 
quantum  of  beer. 

I  ftrolled  in  the  afternoon  through  this 
little  town,  in  order  to  arm  myfelf  with 
a  pair  of  Friefland  ftockings,  the  cold  being 
in  this  place  feverely  felt.  The  panic  ex- 
cited by  the  progrefs  of  the  French  had 
reached  this  quarter.  Many  of  the  inhabit- 
ants had  packed  up  their  effects,  in  order 
to  fly,  apprehending  a  vifit  from  the  Sans- 
Culotte  army  in  thefe  inclement  regions. 
By  feven  o'clock  of  the  following  morning 
we  were  in  a  travelling  boat,  and  thus  pro- 
ceeded to  Groningen,  The  company  was 
numerous,  and  treated  us  with  very  little 
ceremony.  The  froft  was  beginning  to  take 
effefl:  upon  thefe  tracks  of  water,  whofe  ex- 
tent  covered   the    whole   furface    of   the 

004  country. 
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country.  A  fmall  cottage  occafionally  rofe 
amidft  this  watery  wade,  cut  off,  at  leaft  in 
this  feafon  of  the  year,  from  all  intercourfe 
of  human  fociety.  The  alarms  of  an  in- 
vafion  in  fuch  a  quarter  appeared  fufficiently 
chimerical.  In  approaching  Groningen, 
the  coftume,  of  which  in  my  laft  vifit  to 
Holland  I  have  given  a  defcription,  began 
to  appear —  the  fpacious  bonnets,  the  black 
patches,  and  all  the  grotefque  peculiarities  of 
the  different  dates.  The  landlord  at  Gro- 
ningen was  no  ftranger  to  our  Pilot :  the 
latter  had  prepared  us  to  expect  fome  ex- 
orbitancy from  the  former,  and  therefore 
we  requefted  him  to  ufe  us  with  perfect 
freedom.  No  fooner  therefore  had  we  difem- 
barked  from  the  boat,  than  the  Pilot  called 
upon  us  to  take  our  luggage  under  our 
arms  and  follow  him.  On  entering  the  inn 
he  demanded  the  way  to  the  kitchen,  where 
he  commanded  us  to  take  our  feats  ;  and 
then  began  an  harangue  to  our  hoftefs,  in 
very  voluble  Dutch,  recommending  us  to 
her  charity  and  her  care.  "  Thefe  fellows," 
6  faid 
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laid  he,  at  the  clofe  of  his  harangue,  "  are 
"  poor  enough — miferably  pinched  in  poc- 
ket— but  honeft,  mother,  hcneft  as  the 
day."  An  ceconomical  dinner  was  foon 
ferved  up  ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  day 
was  enlivened  by  the  exhauftlefs  humour 
of  the  Pilot.  We  entered  on  the  following 
morning  a  boat  for  Strobitfch^  where  we 
arrived  in  the  evening;  and  embarked  with 
the  remains  of  two  mips  company,  whofe 
veflels  had  been  wrecked,  and  fome  other 
paffengers  in.  the  fkiff,  for  Lemmer.  It  was 
nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  when  we  em- 
barked, and  we  met  with  fo  many  inter- 
ruptions from  calms,  contrary  winds,  and 
maffes  of  ice,  that  it  was  not  till  after  a 
tedious  courfe  of  thirty-five  hours  that  we 
reached  Lemmer,  a  fmall  fea-port  upon  the 
coaft  of  the  Zuyder  See.  Here  we  found  a 
large  and  commodious  packet  ready  to  fail, 
in  which  we  embarked,  and  left  the  har- 
bour, in  the  teeth  of  a  tempeftuous  gale. 
As  the  wind  blew  fo  contrary,  we  were 
taught  to  expect  a  voyage  of  three  days. 

But 
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But  by  this  time  our  means  were  reduced 
fo  low,  as  to  admit  only  of  the  purchafe  of 
a  loaf,  and  leave  fome  ftivers  for  the  pay- 
ment of  our  paflage,  and  other  cafualties. 
Fortunately  the  wind  came  round  in  the 
courfe  of  the  morning,  and  the  lights  of 
Amfterdam  faluted  us,  after  a  voyage  of 
little  more  than  eighteen  hours.  As  we  ar- 
rived before  the  port  at  an  early  hour,  we 
were  compelled  to  fleep  on  board  till  the 
opening  of  the  Bau?ny  as  it  is  called  :  this 
took  place  about  eight  o'clock,  and  we 
landed  with  the  refidue  of  our  travelling 
ftock,  which  confided  in  one  folitary 
ftiver. 
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rnpHERE  is  in  human  life  a  ftricl:  alliance 
between  pleafure  and  pain.     My  feel- 
ings on  the  profpect  of  Amfterdam  were 
about  equally  balanced  between  the  two ; 

and 
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and  I   knew  not  whether  to  confider  the 
termination    of  my    voyage    an    event    of 
happy   or    difaftrous   fortune.     Befriended 
by  my  cloak,  I  walked  the  deck  during  the 
watches  of  the  night,  engaged  in  deep  and 
fubtle  calculations  for  recruiting  my  purfe, 
now  reduced   to  its  laft  ftiver.     Morning- 
brought  the  Pruflian  upon  deck.     I  was  by 
this  time  his   debtor.     He  demanded  my 
plan  and  intentions  refpecYing  our  travels. 
I  replied  that  my  defign  was  to  raife  fome 
money  upon  a  friend,  mould  he  happen  to 
be  at  Amfterdam;  or,  if  that  failed,  to  wait 
for  fome  remittance.   At  this  he  demurred ; 
but  the  jollity  of  the  Pilot,  who  was   now 
afcending  from  the  cabin,  full  of  the  beft 
Geneva,  put  an  end  to  cur  dialogue.     As 
all  hotels  are  indifferent  to  thofe  who  can 
pay  at  neither,  we  determined  upon  being 
conducted  to  the  beft :  and  requefting  the 
Pilot,  who  had  now  paft  the  line  of  tem- 
perance, not  to  vifit  us  till   evening,   we 
moved  with  cautious  fteps  to  the  Prin%  von 
Wallis.    A  luxurious  breakfaft  compofed  us 

for 
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for  calculation  ;  and  it  was  agreed,  witfi 
very  fliort  preliminaries,  that  I  fliould  make 
the  firft  attempt  at  difcovering  a  friend ;  and 
if  my  fearch  failed,  the  Pruffian  mould 
avail  himfelf  of  his  commercial  credit.  An 
excurfion  of  an  hour  through  the  ftreets  of 
Amfterdam  fulfilled,  on  my  part,  the  con- 
ditions of  our  engagement  ;  and  the  Pruf- 
fian, on  the  failure  of  my  embaffy,  pro- 
ceeded to  execute  his  part  of  the  contradt. 
He  fhortly  returned  with  nine  ducats,  which 
he  had  obtained  by  virtue  of  fome  letters 
he  bore.  Thefe  were  to  be  ceconomized, 
and  therefore  inquiries  were  immediately 
made  for  a  night-boat  to  Rotterdam.  This 
part  of  the  bufinefs  the  Pilot  arranged,  and 
fummoned  us  in  the  dufk  of  the  evening  to 
attend  him  down  to  the  Canal. 

Rumours  at  Amfterdam  were  generally 
circulated  of  ftrong  difafFe£tion  to  the  reign- 
ing powers.  The  name  of  Dumourier  had 
been  triumphantly  infcribed  in  fome  ob- 
fcure  parts  of  the  northern  provinces  ;  and 
the  Orange  cockade,  which  appeared  uni- 

verfal 
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verfal  on  my  former  vifit,  was  now  funk 
into  as  general  difufe.  Our  company  in 
the  boat  was  numerous,  and  amongft  them 
fome  emigrant  French  officers  from  Conde's 

army. 

At  Gouda  we  entered  a  public  carriage, 
and  finiflied  our  courfe  to  Rotterdam  by 
land.     The  road  pafTed  through  a  pleafant 

tracT:  of  country.  Houfes  of  very  agreeable 
afpecT:,  infulated  and  inferibed  with  their 
refpe&ive  names,  prefented  a  fcene  of  novel 
and  pi&urefque  beauty.  The  Guards  of 
Rotterdam  compelled  us  to  difmount ;  and, 
in  defiance  of  my  caution  at  firft  and  my 
remonftrance  at  laft,  carried  off  my  trufty 
fword  to  the  Guard-houfe.  I  accompanied 
them  in  order  to  be  certified  of  their  autho- 
rity, which  appeared  in  a  municipal  order  ; 
and  upon  my  prevailing  upon  them  to  be- 
lieve, by  a  dialogue  in  German,  that  I  was 
no  Frenchman,  they  difmiffed  me,  with  an 
affurance  that  my  weapon  would  be  reftored 

to 
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to  me  upon   an  application  to  the  Grand 
Guard. 

The  Pruffian  having  upon  application  at 
Rotterdam  obtained  a  further  fupply,  places 
were  engaged  in  the  packet  to  Helvoet  for 
the  following  morning,   it  being    decided 
that  half  a  ducat  could  be  fpared  for  the  in- 
dulgence of  a  bed,  a  luxury  which  the  fa- 
tigue of  four  fleeplefs  nights  had  prepared 
us  to  enjoy.     Our  captain,  to  whom  upon 
the  faith  of  his  engagement  to  convey  us  to 
Helvoet  we  had  covenanted  to  pay  a  ducat 
each,  brought  us  afhore  at  the  Brille ;  and 
landing   our   luggage,  acquainted  us,   that 
the  reft  of  the  journey  muft  depend  upon 
curfelves.     We  demanded  the  carriages  for 
which  he  had  engaged  ;  he  replied  that  the 
polls  had  rendered  the  track  impafTable  for 
carriages,  and  that,  if  we  declined  purfbing 
our  route  on  foot,  the  only  alternative  we 
had  was  to  return   with  him.     This  was 
adding  infult  to  injury — we  paid   our  du- 
cats ;    and,  accompanied  by  fome  French 

officers, 
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officers,  commenced  our  journey,  leaving 
the  luggage  to  follow  in  a  fledge.  After  a 
fatiguing  ftruggle  of  two  or  three  hours 
over  a  tradt  of  rough  and  frozen  country, 
we  arrived  at  Helvoet.  But  by  a  fort  of 
union  between  fraud  and  fate,  the  fledge 
containing  our  luggage  foundered ;  and  we 
had  to  fuftain  the  additional  expence  of  ten. 
porters,  difpatched  from  Helvoet  for  the 
tranfport  of  the  general  luggage.  By  pre- 
tended exertions  of  a  mofl  extraordinary 
nature,  they  accomplifhed  this  bufinefs  fuf- 
ficiently  early  to  admit  of  our  failing  with 
the  packet  on  the  following  morning  with 
the  break  of  day.  Emigrants  of  various 
quality  and  profeffion  compofed  our  com- 
pany. A  calm  of  many  hours  arretted  us 
before  the  coaft  of  Helvoet ;  but  a  gale  of 
fome  ftrength  fpringing  up  in  the  night,  we 
found  ourfelves  by  ten  the  next  morning 
approaching  faft  to  the  harbour  of  Har- 
wich. An  emigrant  of  fome  rank  rifing 
upon  deck,  and  being  told  that  the  land  he 
now  faw  was  the  Englifh  coaft,  fpread  out 

his 
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his  arms,  and  uttered  with  a  tranfport  of 
enthufiafm — "  Voila  la  terre  de  la  raifon, 
*c  la  terre  de  la  liberte."  Then  turning  to 
France,  he  exclaimed,  in  a  tone  of  indig- 
nation,— "  Voila  la  terra  de  l'abomlnation  !" 
By  noon  we  landed ;  and  uniting  with  a 
well-bred  German  from  Leipfig,  celebrated 
the  event  of  our  arrival  with  much  feftivity. 
The  Pilot  attended  in  the  evening  agreeable 
to  our  inftrucYions ;  and  as  he  had  perfectly 
recovered  the  effects  of  his  Geneva,  received 
from  myfelf  and  the  Pruffian  fome  articles 
of  apparel  in  gratitude  for  the  fervices  he 
had  rendered  us.  Thrufting  them  into 
a  large  black  bag  which  flood  him  in  the 
ftead  of  a  portmanteau,  he  threw  this  over 
his  fhoulder,  grafped  his  oaken  ftaff,  and 
left  us,  finging  as  he  retired  with  a  voice 
like  thunder — *w  Come  cheer  up,  my  lads, 
*'  'tis  to  glory  we  fteer."  We  arrived  at 
the  metropolis  the  following  day.  As  I 
had  entered  the  country  in  a  foreign  cot- 
tume,  a  feclufion  of  a  few  days  became  ne- 
cefTary,  till  fuch  changes  could  be  effected 

aa 
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as  would  fecure  me  from  the  ridicule  of  the 
public.  My  obligations  to  the  Pruffian 
were  then  difcharged,  but  a  fenfe  of  his 
frank  and  important  fervices  will  hold  a 
lafting  place  in  my  recolle&ion  and  my 
gratitude. 

My  travels  now  are  at  an  end,  and  the 
laft  page  of  my  continental  adventures  is 
written.  Refle&ion  naturally  carries  me 
over  the  part ;  and  I  am  difpofed  to  think, 
that  I  have  not  fuftained,  in  the  varieties  of 
my  lot,  an  ufelefs  or  unprofitable  difcipline* 
The  maxim  of  Roufleau  is  frequently  be- 
fore me.  u  Quiconque  revient  de  courir 
"  le  monde,  eft  a  fon  retour  ce  qu'il  fera 
"  toute  fa  vie."  I  can  only  exprefs  my 
wifhes,  that  it  may  be  found  applicable  to 
myfelf,  in  its  beft  interpretation.  My  ftudy 
has  been,  in  the  route  I  have  purfucd,  to 
decipher  man,  under  all  the  varieties  of  his 
natural  difpofition  or  artificial  difguife. 
And  if  I  have  acquired  any  ufeful  know- 
ledge, or  eftablifhed  myfelf  in  the  belief  of 

any  practical  truth ;  if  I  have  learned  to 
vol,  11.  pp  moderate 
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moderate  my  expe&ations,  or  to  temper 
my  regrets ;  if  I  have  made  any  advances 
in  patriotifm  and  philanthropy, and  ftrength- 
ened  my  attachment  to  my  country  and  to 
mankind,  the  great  obje&s  of  my  ambition 
will  have  been  fully  attained,  and  I  fhall 
neither  have  travelled  nor  fuffered  in  vain. 


THE    END. 
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